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Ge HE following Hiftory is given in a 
Ye Series of Letters, written princi- 
ay pally in adouble, yet feparate, Cor- 
ie) refpondence ; . 


Between Two young Ladies of Virtue and 
Honour, bearing an inviolable Friendthip for 
each other, and writing upon the moft intereft- 
ing Subjects: And 


Between Two Gentlemen of free Lives; one 
of them glorying in his Talents for Stratagem 
and Invention, and communicating to the other, 
im Confidence, all the fecret Purpofes of an-in- 
triguing Head, and refolute Heart. 


But it is not amifs to premife, for the 
fake of fuch as may apprehend Hurt to the 
Morals of Youth from the more freely-written 

A 2. Letters, 


[wv ] 
Letters, That the Gentlemen, tho’ profeffed 
Libertines as to the Fair Sex, and making it one 
of their wicked Maxims, to keep no Faith with 
any of the Individuals of it who throw them- 
felves into their Power, are not, however, either: 
_ Infidels or Scoffers: Nor yet fuch as think them- 
felves freed from the Obfervance of other moral 
Obligations. 


On the contrary, it will be found, in the. 
Progrefs of the Collection, that they very often - 
-make fuch Reflections upon each other, and 
each upon himfelf, and upon his Actions, as 
reafonable Beings, who difbelieve not a future 
State of Rewards and Punifhments (and who. 
one day propofe to reform) muft ‘fometimes - 
make :—One of them actually reforming, and 
antidoting the Poifon which fome might others - 
wife apprehend would be fpread by the gayer 
Pen, and lighter Heart, of the other. 


_ And yet that other, [altho’ in unbofoming: 
himfelf to a feleét Friend, he difcover Wicked- 
nefs enough to intitle him to general Hatred] 
preferves a Decency, as well.in his Images, as 
in his Language, which is not always to be 
found in the Works of fome of the moft cele- 
brated modern Writers, whofé Subjects and_ 
Characters have lefs warranted the Liberties 
they have taken. : 


Length will be naturally expected, not only 
from 


[v ] 
from what has been faid; but from the follow- 
ing, Confiderations : 


That the Letters on both Sides are written 
while the Hearts of the Writers muft be fup- 
pofed. to be wholly engaged in their Subjects : 
The Events at the Time generally dubious:—_ 
So that they abound, not only with critical Situ- 
ations ; but with what may be called snfanta- 
neous Defcriptions and Reflections ; which may 
be brought home to the Breaft of the youthful 
Reader :—As alfo, with affecting Converfations 5. 
many of them written in the Dialogue or Dra-- 
matic Way. 


"Fo which may be added, that the Collection: 
contains not only.the Hittory of the excellent. 
Perfon whofe Name it bears, but includes The 
Lives, Characters, and Cataftrophes, of feveral. 
others, either principally or incidentally con 
cerned in the Story. 


But yet the Editor [to whom it was. referred’. 
to publifh the Whole in fuch a Way as he. 
fhould. think would be moft acceptable to the 
Public] was fo.diffident in relation.to this Ar- 
ticle of Length, that he thought proper to fub-- 
mit the Letters to the Perufal of feveral judi- 
cious Friends; whofe Opision he defired of. 
what might be beft fpared. 


One Gentleman, in particular, of whofe Know-. 
A. 3: lege,, 


| ff vi | | 

I¢ge, Judgment, .and Experience, as well. as 
Candor, the Editor has the: higheft Opinion,. 
advifed him to give a Narrative Turn to the 
Letters; and to publifh only what: concerned 
the principal Heroine ;— ftriking off the colla- 
teral Incidents, and all that related to the Second 
Charaéters; tho’ he allowed the Parts which 
would have been by this means excluded,.to be 
both inftructive and entertaining. But being 
extremely fond of the affecting Story, he was 
defirous to have every-thing parted with, which - 
he thought retarded its. Progrefs. | 


This Advice was not relifhed by other Gentle-. ~ 
men. They infifted, that the Story could not 
be reduced to a Dramatic Unity, nor thrown 
into the Narrative Way, without divefting it of 
its Warmth; and cf a great Part of its Efficacy ; 
as very few of the Reflections and Obfervations, 
which they looked upon as the moft ufeful Part - 
of the Collection; would, then, find a Place. : 


They were of Opinion, That in all Works 
of This, and of the Dramatic Kind, Story, 
or AMUSEMENT, fhould be confidered as little 
more than the Vebicle to the more neceflary 
Instruction: That many of the Scenes 
would be render’d languid, were they to be 
made lefs bufy: And that the Whole would 
be thereby deprived of that Variety, which is. 
deemed the Soul of a Feaft, whether menfal or 


menial. — | | 
| They 


C vit J 


They were alfo of Opinion, That the Parts. 
and Characters, which muft be omitted, if this: 
Advice were followed, were forme of the moft 
natural in‘the whole Collection : And no lefs in- 
ftructive ;.¢fpecially to Youth. Which might be 
a Confideration perhaps overlooked by a Gen- 
tleman of the Advifer’s great Knowlege and_ 
Experience: For, as they obferved, there is a 
' Pernod in human Life, in which, youthful Acti- 
. vity ceafing, and Hope contenting itfelf to look. 
from jts own domeftic Wicket upon bounded 
Profpects, the half-tired Mind aims: at little 
more than Amufement.—And with Reafon ; for 
what, in the snfructivé Way, can appear ei- 
ther-mew or needful to one who has happily got 
over thofe dangerous Situations which call for 
Advice and, Cautions, and who has fill’d up his 
Meafures of Knowlege to the Top? 


Others, likewife gave heir Opinions. But 

no Two being of the fame Mind, as to the 
Parts which could be omitted, it was refolved 
to prefent to the World, the Two Firft Volumes, 
by way of Specimen; and to be determined 
with regard to the reft by the Reception thofe 
fhould meet with. 


If that be favourable, Two others may foon 
follow; the whole Collection being ready for 
the Prefs: That is to fay, If it be not found ne- 

ceflary 
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Vill | 


ceffary to abftract or omit fome of the Letters, 
in order to reduce the Bulk of the Whole. 


Thus much in general. But it may not be. 
amifs to add, in particular, that in the great 
‘¥ariety of Subjects which this Colleétion con- 
tains, it is one of the principal Views. of the" 
Publication, oe Wate elke a Rake 


To caution Parents againft the ssdue Exer-— 
tion of their natural Authority over their 
Children, in the great Article of Mar- 
riage : ar Oo a. te 


And Children againft: preferring a Man of 
Pleafure to a Man of Probity, upon that 
dangerous, but too commonly received 
Notion, That a Reformed Rake makes the 
beft Husband. , | | 


But as the Characters will not all appear in 
the Two. Firft Volumes, it has been thought 
advifable, in order to give the Reader fome 
further Idea of Them, and of the Work, to: 


prefix | 


A brick 
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A bilef Account of the principal Characterg 
throughout the Whole. - 


Miss CiarissaA HarLowek, @ young 

Lady of great Delicacy, Miftrefs of ail 

the Accomplifoments, natural. and acquired, 

that adorn the Sex ; having the firiftet Neo- 
tions of filial Duty. a 


Rosert Loverace, Eg; .@ Man of Birth and 
fortune: Haughty, vindiftive, bumouroufly. 
vain, equally intrepid and indefatigable in the 

~ Purfuit of bis Pleafures— Making bis /dd- 
dreffes to Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 


Jamzs. Hartowr, Eq; the Father of Mifs- 
Clariffla, Mifs Arabella, azd Mr. James-Har- 
-lowe :. De/potic, abfolute; and, when offend- 
ds not cafily forgiving. : 


Lady Cuartortre Haruows, dis Wife, MG- 
Strefs of fine Qualities, but greatly under the 
. Influence not only of ber arbitrary Husband, 


_ but of ber Son, — 


JAMEs Hartowse, jun. proud, fierce, untons. 
troulable, avd ambitious; jealous of the Fa- 
vour bis Sifter Clarifla food in with the Prin- 

 eipals of the Family ; and a bitter and irrecan- 
cileable Enemy to Mr. Lovelace. 


Mifs Arapsiia Harpowe; elder Sifter of Mifs 
Clariffa ; il/-natured, overbearing, and petu- 
_ bant, envying ber Sifter; and the more, as 


e 


Cx]. 
Mr. Lovelace was firft eevee to make bis 
Addreffes to ber felf. 


Joun Har.ows, Eas elder Brother of Mr.. 
James Harlowe, fen. an unmarried Gentle- 
man, good-natured, and humane; but eafily 
carried away by more boiftrous Spirits. 


‘ANTONY Hariowe, Third Brother, who bad 
acquired a great Fortune in the Indies 5 pofh- 
tive, rough, opinionated. 


Mr. Roczr SOLMES, a Man of fordid Man- 
ners; difagreeable in bis Perfon and. Aldref: 
Immenfely rich: Propofed with an higt band 
for an Hufband to Mis Clanffa Harlowe. 


Mrs. Hervey, Half-Sifer of Lady Charlotte: 
. Harlowe; @ Lady of good Senfe, and Virtue: 
In ber Heart againft the Meafures taken to 
drive her Niece to Extremities; but not bav- 
ing Courage to oppofe herfelf to fo ftrong a: 
Stream, failing with it.. 
Mifs Dotty Hervey,’ ber Daughter; good 
natured, gentle, fincere; and a great Admirer 
of ber Coufin Clarifia. 


Mrs. Norton, @ Gentlewoman of Pietyy. 
and good Underftanding ; the Daughter of 
an unpreferred Clergyman of great Merit, 
whofe Amanuenfis foe was :—Married unbap- 
pily (and left aWidow), engaged to nurfe 
Mis Clariffa Harlowe: In whofe Education 
ikewife fhe bad a principal Share. 


Colonel Morven, @ Man of Fortune, Gene- 
rofity, and Courage, nearly related to the 
Harlowe- 


[x] 
-THarlowe-Kamily: For d hacti time paft refding 
at Florence. 


Mis Howe, the mop intimate Friend, Compa- | 
"pion, and Correfpondent of Mifs Clariffa Har- 
lowe: ‘Of great Vivacity, Fire, and sia 
in ber, Friendfbips and Enmities. — 


_ Mrs. Howe: Motber of Mifs Howe ; a4 Widow 
‘Lady of bigh Spirit, a. notable Manager: 
Having high Notions of the Parental Au- 
«thority. 


Mr. Flicxman, a Man of Family, ‘ata 
Sobriety, and Virtie : Encouraged by Mrs. 
‘Howe ia bis Addreffes to her Daughter. 


| Lord M. Uncle to Mr. Lovelace ; ; a Nobleman 
of middle Genius, anda great Proverbialift. 


: Taady Saran Sapien, Lady Berry Law- 
‘RANCE, Half-Sifters of Lord M. ibe cs 
Mies of Honour and. Fortune. - 


‘Mifs Caiarorss and Parry Monracur, 
Maiden Ladies of Charatter , Nieves of she 
Same Nobleman. 


Dr. Lewin, a Divine of great Piety ¢ and Léarn- 
ing’ to whom Mi/fs Clarifla Harlowe owed 
‘much of ber Improvement. 


Dr. H. 2 Phyfician of Henaniy, Generet, ord 
aig | 


Mr, 


‘Mr. Exras on a pore young Clereymah, 
fond of Latin Scraps, and Claffical Qeottons: 


Richard MOowBRAY,- Tuomas Doteman,; 
‘James Tourvitie, Tuomas Betton, 
Libertine Gentlemen, Companions of Mr. Love- 
lace. 


| Joun Betrorp, E/g; 2 Fj iftb Friend and Com: 
panion of Mr. Lovelace; and bis —— 
Intimate and Confident. . 


Mrs. Sinciair, the pretended Name of a pri+ 
wate Brothel-keeper in London. , 


Capt. Tomiinson, che affuined Name of a vill 


ana artful Pander to the Debaucheries of Mr. 


Lovelace. 


Mis. Moore, 2 Widow- Géntlewoman, keeping 
a Lodging-boufe at Hampftead. 7 


Mifs Rawiins; @ notable young G Géntlewomas 
in that Neighbourbood. 


Mrs, Bevis, a lively Widow of the fame Place. 


Satty Mastin, Potty Horton, Affiftants 
of, and Partners sai the di alt Mrs. 
Sinclair. | 


Jofeph Leman, | William an Haniah . 
Burton, Betty Barnes, Dorcas Wykes, and 


others; Servants to the principal Perfons. | 
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Mifs Crarissa HARLOWE. 


 LETTERL | | 
Mifs Anna Howe, To Lis CLARISSA 
- 2 Haritowk ° | ° 
| 5, ae 5, Fan. 10. 
me AM extremely concerned, my deareft 
fe. friend, for the difturbances that have hap- 
* pened in yous family. I kndw how it muft 
9S hurt you, to become the ‘fubjeét of the . 
5 $4 public talk: And yet,'upen' an occafion 
fo-generally known, itis impofhble but'that whatever 
relates to a-young'lady,‘whofe diftiriguifhed. mérits have 
made her the: public:care, -fhould engage every-body’s 
attention: - I lang ¢o have-the ‘particélafs' from ‘your’ 
felf; and of the ufage I am told-you recéive upon ar 
accident-you-éould not help; and inewhich,-a3 far ts I 
‘éan learn, the fufferer was the aggreflor. 
Vou. I, eBoy. Me Mr 


z |. be Hisrory of’. | 


_ Mr. Diggs *, whom I fent for at the firft hearing of 
the rencounter, to inquire, for your fake, how your 
brother was, told me, ‘That there was no danger from 
the wound, if there were none from the fever; which, 
it feems, has been increafed by the perturbation of his 
fpirits. st "yk, ge ce s4 
''-Mr, Wyerley drank tea with us yefterday ; and tho’ 
he is far from bemg partial to Mr. Lovelace, as it 
may be well fuppofed, -yet both he and Mr. Symmes 
blame your family for the treatment they gave him, 
when he went in perfon to inquire. after your bro- 
ther’s health, and to exprefs his concern.for what had 
happencdg 
_, They fay, That Mr. Lovelace could not avoid 
drawing his fword: And thateither your brother’s. un- 
fkilfulnefs or violence left hits, from the very firft pafs, 
intirely in his power. This, I am told, was. what 
Mr. Lovelace faid upon it; retreating as. he fpoke : 
¢ Have acare, Mr. Harlowe—Y our violence puts you 
¢ out of your defence. -You give-me teo: much ad- 
‘ vantage | For your fifter’s fake, I will pafs by every 
Sthing;a—ifh— | 

But this the more provoked his rafhnefs, to lay him- 
{clf open to the advantage of his adverfary-——Who, af- 
ter a flight wound in the arm, took away his fword. | 

_ There are people who love not your brother, be- 

caufe of his natural imperioufnefs, and fierce and un- 
controulable temper :.Thefe fay, Thatthe young gen+ 
tleman’s paffion was abated, on feeing his blood gufh 
plentifully down his arm; and that he received the 
generous offices of his adverfary, who help’d him off 
‘with his coat and waiftcoat, and bound up his arm, 
till the furgeon could come, with fuch patience, , as 
was far from roe a vifit afterwards from that ad; 
verfary, to inquire afterhis.health, appear either. in> 
{ulting, or improper. Se ee te 

Be this as it may, every body pities you. - 20. iteady, 


- ¢ a a 


° Her brothe’s furgeon, | 


| 
Myfs ‘Cia ‘Hattowe. 3 
£6 iiniforth 9a ‘yor’ conde? : * So‘defirous, ‘as you al- 
ways faid, of fliding through’ life to the end of it un- 
noted 5 and, as I may'add, ‘mot withing to be obferved 
even for your ‘filent Benevolence ; fufficiently happy 
in‘ the noble conftioumels which wards it: Rather 
ufeful, than glaring, your deferveq motto.; thougl 
now pith’d into blaze! as"we fee! t6 Your tegret; and 
yet blamed: at‘ home‘for tht faults of others ;—How 
muft fuch a virtue fufer on every hand !—Yet it muft 
be allowed, that your prefent trial is but proportion’d 
to your prudence Fe Tt i 
AS all’ pour fiettds without doors are apprehenfive, 
that fome other unhappy event may refult from fo vio- 
lertt’@ ¢ofitemtion, hi-which, it feems, the families on 
both fides are now engaged,' I muft defire you to en- 
able‘ me, on the authority of your own information, 
to do you occaftonal juftice. : 
My. mamma, ‘and. all of us, like the reft of the 
world,’ talk: of tobody biit you, on this occafion, and 
of the eonfeqnences which may follow, from the re- 
faitiients of a miart of Mr. Lovelace’s fpirit ; who, ‘as - 
he gives out, has been treated with high indignity by 
your uncles. “My mamma will have it, that you can- 
not fiow, with any decency, either fec him, or corre- 
{pond with him. She is a good deal prepofleffled by 
your uncle Antony ; who scchondliy clk upon us, 
as -you ‘know; ahd, on this re::counter, has repre- 
férnrted ‘to her the crime, ‘which it would be in a‘fitter, 
to énedurage a man, who is to wade into her favout, 
(this was his expreffion) thro’ the blood of her brother. 
" “Write to me therefore, my dear, the’ whole of your 
{tory, from the time'that Mr. Lovelace was firl¥ intro- 
duced into your’ family ;’dhd poe i accouht 
of all that ‘pifed' between him and -yoilr fifter ;“ABout 
which there: are different’ reports ; “forke people’ fiip- 
pofing that the younger fifter (at'Teaftby her aricom- 
mon merit) Has ftolén 2 Idvét front‘ tHe elder’: And 
pray write in fo full a manner, as may gratify thofe, 
Ba eee who 


The H1srory of 

~who know not fo much of your affairs, as I de. If any. 
‘thing unhappy fhould fall out from -the violence of 
{uch fpirits as you have to deal with, your account of 
all things previous toit, will be your juftification. | 
. You fee what you draw upon yourfelf, by excelling 
call yous fex: Every individual of it,. who knows you, 
sor has heard of you, feems to think you anfwerable to 
/her for your conduct in points fo very delicate and 
concerning. . 

Every eye, in fhort, is upon you, with the expecta- 
‘tion of an example. I wifh to heaven yau were at 
liberty to purfue your own methods: All would then, 
I dare fay, be eafy, and honourably ended. But 1 
.dread your directors and directreffes : for your mamma, 
-admirably well qualified as fhe is to lead, muft fub- 
‘mit to be led. Yau fifter and brother will certainly 
put you out of your courfe. 

But this is a point you will nat permit me to ex- 
patiate upon: Pardon me therefore, and I have done. 
—Yet, why fhould I fay, Pardon me? When your 
concerns are my concerns ? When your honour is my 
honour? When I love you, as never woman loved 
~ another? And when you have allowed of that concern 
and of that love; and have for years, which in perfons 
fo young, may be called many, ranked in the firft clafs 
eof your friends, 


— Your ever-grateful and affectionate 


Anna Howe? 


| ‘ 7 
Will you oblige me with a copy of the preamble té 

3 the claufes in your grandfather’s will in your 
favour; dnd allow me to fend it to my aunt 
Harman ?—She is very defirous fo fee it. . Yet 
your character has fo charm’d her, that, tho’ a 
{tranger to you perfonally, fhe affents to-the pre- 


ference ‘given you in it, before fhe knows hij - 


weafons for that prcfercnee. ; 


a 
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Difs Ciariffa Harlowe. F 


LETTER DT. 
Mifs Cuanissa HaRtowe, To Mijs Howe,’ | 


Harlwe-Place, Fan. 13.: 
OW. you.opprefs me, my deareft friend, with: 
&* your politenefs! I cannot doubt your fincerity ;. 
but you fhould take care, that you give me not rea-- 
fon, from your kind partiality, to call in queftion your ' 
judgment. You do not diftinguifh, that I take many 
admirable hints from you, and have the art to pals. 
them upon you for my own: For in all you do, in all 
you fay,. nay, in your very looks (fo animated!), you 
‘give leffons, to one who loves you and obferves you,. 
as I love and obferve you, without knowing that you" 
do:—. So, pray, my dear, be more fparing of your 
praife for the ae left, after this confeffion, we 
fhould fufpedt, that you fecretly intend to praife your- 
‘felf, while you would be thought only to commend 
another.. | : 
Our family has indeed been ftrangely difcompofed. . 
‘wm Difeompsfed ! — It has been in tumults, ever fince 
the unhappy tranfaction; and I have borne all the 
blame ; yet fhould have had too much concern, from. 
myfelf, had I been more juftly {pared by every one elfe. 
For, whether it be owing to a faulty impatience, . ’ 
having been too indulgently treated to be :zured to. 
blame, or to the regret I have to hear thofe cenfured ' 
on my account, whom it is my duty'to vindicate ; I 
‘have fometimes wifhed, that it had pleafed God to. 
have taken me in my laft fever, when I had every- 
body’s love, and good opinion; but oftener, that I had 
never been diftinguifhed by my grandpapa as I was: 
Which has eftranged from me, I doubt, my brother’s 
and fifter’s affections ; at leaft, has raifed a jealoufy, 
with regard to the apprehended favour of my two uncle:, 
« that now-and-then overfhadows their love. : 


Bo3 ele’ “My 


6 :¥be. Hisrory ‘of... 

‘ My brother being happily recover’d of his fever, and 
his wound in a hopeful way, altho’ he has not yet ven- 
tured abroad, I will be as particular as you defire im 
the little hiftery you demaad of me. . But heaveri for- 
did, that any. thing-fhould ever happen,.:which may 
requireit to be produeed for the purpofe you. fo kindly 
mention! 6: hee a? et 

_ I will begin, as you eommand, with Mr. Levelace’s 
addrefs to my fifter; and be as brief as ‘poffible.' I 
will recite facts only ; and leave you to judge of the 
truth of the report raifed, that the younger fifter has 
wobbedtheelder, =» eee ee 
"It was in purfuance of 2 conference between Lord 
M..and my uncle Antony, that Mr. Lovelace (my 
papa and.mamma not forbidding) paid-his refpeéts to 
my fifter Arabella. My brother was then in Scotland, 
bufying: himfelf in viewing the condition of the con- 
fiderable eftate which was left him there. by his pené- 
. rous godmother, together with one as confiderable-in 
-Yorkfhire. I was alfo abfent at my Dasry-héu/e, as ittis 
. called (a), bufied in the accounts relating:to the ‘eftate 
which my grandfather had the. goodnefs to bequeath 
_me ; and which once a year are left to my in{pectionh, 
altho’ I have given the whole into my papa’s power. 
_.. My fifter made me a vifit there the day after Mr. 
Lovelace had been introduced ; and feemed highly 
pleafed with the gentleman. His birth, his fortune’in 
poflefion, aclear 20004 per annum, as Lord M. had 
affured my uncle ; prefumptive heir to that nobleman’s 
.large eftate: His great expectations from Lady Sarah 


Sadleir, 


(2) Her grandfather, in order to invite ber to him,. as 
often as her other friends would fpare ber, indulged her in 
ereiting and fitting-up a dairy-houfe in ber own tafte. When 
jinifoed, it was fo much admired for its elegant fimplicity and 
convenience, that the whole feat, before, of old time, from 
its fituation, called The Grove, was generally known by the 
same of The Dairy-houfe; ser grandfather, particularly, 
was fond of having it fo called, 


| Mifs Clarif Harlowe. y 
Sadleir, and. Lady y Lawrance; ‘who, . with his 
uncle, interefted ‘themfelves:very warmly (he being 
the laft of his line) to fee him married, §) |: 

‘ So handfome a man !+~«~ Q ‘her beloved Clary!’ 
{for then fhe was ready to love me dearly, ‘from the 
overflowings of her good:humourorhis account!) $ He 
*.was but too handfome a man for her /—'Wete fhe 
* but: as. amiable as foaebody, there would be:a proba- 
“bility of Lolding his affe@tions !|—-For he was wild, 
$fhe heard; very wild, very gay; loved intrigue— 
4 But he was.young; a man of fenfe : Would fee his 
“error; could fhe but have patience with his: faults, 
+.3f his faultsi were not cured by marriage’: *! 

Thus-fhe ran on; and then wanted me: ‘to {Ge 
*the charming man,’ as fhe called him.~~Agam 
_ eoncerned, ‘ that fhe was not handfome enough for 

*him:’ With, ‘A fad thing, that the man fhould 
‘ have the advantage of the woman in that particular.’ 
a=—-But then, ftepping to the glafs, fhe complimented 
vherfelf, © That fhe was very. well: That there were 
“many women deemed paflable, who were inferior 
to herfelf: That fhe was always thought comely ; 
.© and, let her. tell me, that comelinefs having not fo 
« much to lefe as beauty had, would hold, when that 
.4- would evaporate and fly off :—Nay, for that matter,’ 
(and again fhe.turn’d to the glafs), ‘ her features were 
© not irregular; her eyes not at all amis.’ : And, I 
_.xemember they were more than ufually -brilliant at that 
tume.—~ * Nothing, .in fhort, to be found fault with, 
.£ tho’ nothing very engaging; fhe doubted-— Was there, 
‘ Clary? | 
Excufe me, my dear, I never was thus particular 
“ before.; no, not to you. Nor would I riow have writ- 
ten thus freely of a fifter ; but that fhe makes a mérit 
-. to my brother, of difowning that fhe ever liked him; 
_.as I fhall mention hereafter: And then you. will always 

have me,give you minute defcriptions, nor fuffer.me 
_ to pals by the air-and manner in which things «are 

. Bago ost \ fpoken 
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fpoken, that are to be taken notice of ; rightly obferve- 
ing, that air and manner often.exprefs more than the 
accompanying words. | | | . 
I congratulated her upon her, profpects. She: re- 
ceived my compliments with a great deal of felf-com+ 
placency. | 
She liked the gentleman ftill more at his next vifit 
And yet he made no particular addrefs to her ;- altho’ 
an opportunity was given him for it. “This was won» 
cer’d at, as my uncle had introduced him into our 
Samily, declaredly as a vifitor to my fifter.. But as we 
are ever ready to make excufes, when in good humour 
with ourfelves, for the fuppefed flights of thofe whofe 
approbation we with to engage ; femy fifter found out 
a reafon, much to Mr. Lovelace’s advantage, for his 
not improving the opportunity that was given him.— 
It was bafhfulnefs, truly, im him. (Bafbfulnefs in My. 
Lovelace, my dear y= tndeed; gay and lively as he is, 
he has not the look of an ispudent man. But, Ifancy, 
it is many, many years ago,.funce he was bafhful. 
‘Thus, however, could my fifter make it out— 
‘ Upon her word, fhe believed: Mr. Lovelace deferved 
“ not the bad character he had asto women. He was 
‘really, to her thinking, a mode? man. He woud 
“have fpoken out, fhe behteved: But once or twice, 
“as he feemed to intend to do fo, be was under fo 
“ agree-able a confufion! Such 2 profound refpe@ he 
© feemed to fhew her: Aperfect reverence, fhe thought: 
© She lov’d dearly, that a gentleman in courtfhip fhould 
“ fhew a reverence to his miftrefs.’— So indeed we 
all do, I believe: And with reafon; fince, if I m 
judge from what I have feen in many families, there 
Is little enough of it fhewn afterwards.— And fhe told 
my aunt Hervey, that fhe would be a little lefs upon 
the referve next time he came: ‘ She was not one 
* of thofe flirts, not fhe, who would give pain to a 
© perfon that deferved to be well-treated ; and the 
‘more for the greatnefs of his value for her.’ sar 
wi 
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‘wifh, fhe had not Somebody whom I love in her eye. - 
Yet is not her cenfure unjuft, I believe : — Is it, my 
dear ? — Excepting in one undue and harfh word ? 

In his third vifit, Bella govern’d herfelf by this kind | 
and. confiderate principle: So that, according to her 
own account of the matter, the man might have fpoken - 
out. — But he was ftill ba/bful: He was not able to - 


overcome this unfeafonable reverence. So this vifit wertt . 
hens 


off, as the former. 
_ But now fhe began to be diffatisfied with him :' She - 
€ompared his general character, with This his par- 
ticular behaviour to her; and, having never been | 
courted before, owri’d herfelf puzzled, how to deal: 
with fo odd a lover. ¢ What did the marr mean!— 
“Had not her uncle brought him declaredly as 2 | 
© fuiter to her ?— It could not be, bafhfulnefs (now fhe » 
« thought of it), fince he might have open’d his mind : 
“to her wacle, if he wanted courage to fpeak direétly 
“ to ber.— Not that fhe cared much for the man nei- - 
“ther: But it was right, furely, that.a woman fhould ‘ 
“ be put out of doubt, early, as to a man’s intentions, . 
“in fuch a cafe as This, from his own mouth.— But, .. 
“truly, fhe had: begun to think, that he was more - 
<folicitous tq cultivate her mqmma’s good opinion, . 
“than hers !— Every-body, fhe own’d, admired her 
€ mamma’s converfation.— But he was miftaken, if — 
* he thought that would do with fer... And then, for « 
© his own fake, furely, he fhould put it into her power - 
© to be complaifant to him, if he gave her caufe of: 
© approbation. ‘This diftant behaviour, fhe muft take. 
* upon her to fay, was the more extraordinary, ‘as he = 
* continued his vifits, and declared himfelf extremely « 
*defirous to cultivate a friendfhip with the whole - 
‘family ; and as he could have no doubt about her ~ 
* fenfe, if fhe might take upon-her to join her-own : 
‘with the -genéral opinion ; he having taken great 
© notice of, and admired many of her good things, as 
‘they fell from her lips. Referves were painful, the 
BS = 4g; Ss mult 
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“ mult ntedsifay, to open and free fpirits,: like Fert: 
‘4 And:yct.fhe-amuft tell my aunt’. (to, whom ali this 

was dircéted) * that fhe fhould never forget-what- the 

“ ow’d to-her fex, and to herfelf, were Mr. Lovelace 
. “:a8 unexceptionable in his morals, as in hig figure, an 

“ were.he to urge his fuit ever fo warmlyy ¢ : 37+ 
-» wl was not of her council. . i -was till ;abfent,. And 
‘it. was agreed ‘hetween my, aunt: Hervey and. hers that 
‘fhe «was to be quite folemn and fhy in his next vilit, if 


 . there were-not a peculiarity in his addrefs to her. . . 


_: But. my-fitter, it feems, had not.confider’d the. mat- 
ter wl. This was not.the way, as it proveds: te 
taken with a man of Mrs Lovedace’s penetration, :.for 
_ Matters.of mere omifion -—- Nor withery.mans -fince 
_ if, love. has not taken root deep cnough to -cdufe,itte 
fhoot out into declaration, if an opportunity :be fairly 
: piven. for it, there is httle room to expect, .that, the 
lighting winds. of anger cr refentinent will bring; it 
forward. ‘Then my poor fifter is not natuyally_good- 
humour’d. “This istoo well-known a’ truth’ for me 
to endeavour to conceal it, efpccially-frork*you.., She 
muft therefore, Idoubt, have appear’d'td great difad- 
vantage, when fhe aim’d to be worfe-temper’d .than 
ordinary, oe eee ee 
How they managed it in this converfation I know 
not; One would.be tempted. to. think -by the: iflue, 
that Mr. Lovelace was ungenerous enough:to feek he 


occafion given:(a),and to improve it. Yet he thought, 
fit te put the queftion too :—But, fhe fays, it was not. 


til by fame means or other (fhe knew not how) he 


had wrought her up to fuch a pitch of difpleafure with 


him, that it was impoffible for her to recover herfelf, 
at the inflant: Neverthelefs he:re-urged. his ‘queftion, 
-as. expecting a definitive.anfwer, without waiting for 
the return of her, temper, ;or endeavouring to mollify 
ther: fo that the was under. a .neceflity.of perfifting in 

(2) See Mr. Lovelace’s Letter, N°. xxi. in which be 
briefly accounts for bis condu& in this affair. 
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het denial: Yet'gave hinv reafon to. think, that fhe 
_did'not diftike his addrefs, only the manner ‘of it; his 
-Court: beittg ‘rather made to: her mamma than to-her- 
 felf, ‘as if he were fare of her confent' at. any: tame) ” 
’ : A good encouraging denial, I muft own :-—Aswas 
the reft of her -plea; to wit, * A. difinclmation ‘to 
: ¢.change her ftate.—-Excecdingly: happy as dhe awas - 
:* She never could be happier !? And ‘fuch:like: coes- 
 fenting-negatives, as I may cali them; and yet- hot 
intend. a reflection upon my -fifter : For what-cam:dny 
| ‘creature, in the like. circumftances,: fay,: wher: 
“The is'nee fure, but a. too ready confent may fubjodt 
cher:to the flights of: a fex,°. that: generally -vatnes? « 
+ bleffing, eicher mere or lefs; as. 1s .obtaimest: wat: 
vadifiiculty or eafe? Mifs Baidulph’s-anfwer-to a-copytat 
--verfes from a gentleman, repreaching our fex, as atit- 
ing in difguife, is not a bad one, altho’ you perhaps may 
“think ‘it too acknowleging for the female character. . 
sO ca ale ne Rae Se Ri Be a | ’ 
_. Ungen’rqus fex !—T0 feorn us, if were kind; 
i. dnd Oe ida, eee ped fevere! 
» Do You, tencourage.us te tell our minds... 
1 Xaurfelues, put off difguife, and be fincere. 
“You talk of Coguetry ! — Your own falfe hearts | 
_ . Compel cur fex to adt diffembling parts... 
...- Here I am obliged to lay down m I wit 
'; Soon: reclame it: | aed | ae a 
o. PET TER: . 
+, Afifs Cuarissa Harrowse, To M/s Howe. 
ee . 3 | Jam 13% 14 
¢ AN D thus, 2s Mr. Lovelace thought fit to tate 7?, 
1% & had he his anfwer from: my ‘fifter. It was with 
- <very great regret, ‘as he pretended {I doubt the mir 
“fs an hypecrite, my dear !'}, that he acquiefced ist ic. 
- *So much determinednefs; fucha noble firmnefs in my 
.¢ fitter ; that there was no hope of prevailing upoi t ct 
B-5 ak a ae ita) 
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“ to alter fentiments-fhe had adopted on full confidera- 
‘tion.’ * He figh’d, as Bella told us, when he took his 
“ leave of her: ‘ Profoundly figh’d: Grafp’d her hand, 
“and kiffed it with fuch an ardor.— Withdrew with 
“ fuch an air of folemn refpe&t.— She had him then | 
_ © before her.— She could almoft find in her heart, 
< altho’ he had vex’d her, to pity.him.’ A good inten- 
‘tional preparative, this pity ; fince, at the time, dhe lit- 
ale thought that he would not renew his offer. ‘ 
_ He waited on my mamma, after he had taken leave 
of Bella, and reported his ill fuccefs, in fo refpeét- 
ful a manner, both with regard to my fifter, and. to 
the whole family, and with fo much concern that he 
was not accepted as a relation to it, that.it left upon 
them .-ajl (my brother being then, as I have faid, in 
Scotland) impreffions in his favour ; and a belief, that 
this matter would certainly be brought on again. But 
Mr. Lovelace going up directly to town, where he 
ftay’d a whole fortnight ; and meeting there with my 
uncle Antony, to whom he regretted his niece’s un- 
happy refolution not to change her ftate ; it was feen 
that there was a total end put to the affair. 

My fifter was not wanting te herfelf:on this occa-. 
fion; but’ made a virtue of neceffity ; and the man 
Was quite another man with her. ‘ A vain creature ! 
“ too well knowing his: advantages: Yet thofe, not 
“what fhe had conceived them to be!— Cool and . 
“warm by fits and ftarts : An ague-like lover: A 
* fteady man, a man of virtue, _4 man of morals, was 
* worth a thoufand of fuch gay flutterers. , Her fifter 
“Clary might think it worth “her while perhaps, to 
“try to engage fuch a man: She. had patience: She - 
“was miftrefs of perfuafion; and indeed, to do the 
“© girl juftice, had fomething of a perfon: But as for 
‘ her, fhe would not have a man, of whofe heart fhe 
“could not be fure for one moment; no, not for the 
‘world: And moft fincerely glad was-dhe, that fhe 
* had rejected him,’ _ 

. ut 
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.. But when Mr. Lovelace return’d into the country, 
he thought fit to vifit my papa and mamma; hoping,. 
as he told them, that, however unhappy he had been in. 
the rejection of the wifh’d-for alliance; he might be 
gllowed to keep up an acquaintance and friendfhip. 
with a family which he fhould always refpe&. And 
then, unhappily,.as 1 may fay, was I at home, and. 
.prefent. 3 | ; 
__ It was immediately obferved, that his attention was. 
fixed on me. My fifter, as foon as he was gone, in. 
a fpirit of bravery, feem’d defirous to promote his, 
addrefs, fhould it be tendered. : , 
_My aunt Hervey was there; and was pleafed to fay, 
We thould make the fineft couple in England; if my 
fifter had no obje@ion.—No, ‘indeed, with a haughty 
tofs, was my fifter’s reply !—Jt would be ftrange if fhe 
had, after the denial fhe had given him upon full deli- 
ation. 
_ My mamma declared, That her only diflike of his 
alliance. with either daughter, was on account of his 
faulty morals. _ , 7 | 
My uncle Harlowe, That his daughter Clary, as he 
delighted to call me from. childhood, would reform 
him, if any woman in the world could. 
' My uncle Antony gave his approbation in high 
terms: But ‘referr’d, as my aunt had done, to my 
fitter... , | — 
She repeated her contempt of him; and declar’d, 
that.were there not another man in England, fhe would 
not have him.. She was ready, on the contrary, fhe 
could affure them, to refign her pretenfions under hand 
and feal, if Mifs Clary were taken-with his tinfel; and 
if every one elfe approved of his addrefs to the girl. 
My papa, indeed, after a long filence, being, urged 
to fpeak his mind, by my uncle Antony, faid, That 
he had a letter from his fon James, on his hearing of | 
Mr. Lovelace’s vifits to his daughter Arabella; which 
he had not fhewn to any-body but my mamma; that 
treaty 
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treaty being at an-end:when-he received. it:~Fhat in 
this letter :he expreffed great diflikes to arralliance with 
“» Mir; Lovelace, on the {core of his immeralities: ‘That 


‘the knew, indeed, there was an old-grudge between - 


asthem:: That, being :defirous:to prevent::all  occa- 
1 Gengof difanion and cst Cag his family, he would 
fufpend the declaration of his own und; tilb:his 
_ fon arrived, and till hehad heard his further objections: 
-«"Ehat he- was the more inclined to make bis: fon this 
-compliment, as Mr. Lovelace’s general charagter gave 
«but too much ground. for’ his fon’s diflike.of' him ; 
adding, That he. had -heard, (So, he fuppofed, had 
every-one) that he was a very extravagant man: that 
‘he bad contracted: debts in his travels: And; indeed, 
‘he was pleafed to fay, he had_the-air of a fpendthrift. 
*. Thefe particulars I had partly from my aunt Her. 
~vey, and partly from my fifter; for I was called out, as 
foon-as the fubjeét was entered. upon. And, when: 
! returned, my uncle Antony afked me, How 7 thould 
‘Jie Mr. Lovelace? .Every-body faw, he was pleafed 
: to fay, that Ithad-made aconqueft. © 
+ 4d immediately anfwered, Not at‘all: He feemed to 
Mave too good an opinion both of his perfon and parts, 
to have any great regard to his wife, let-him marry 
‘whom he would. - 
+. * My fifter, particularly, was pleafed with this anfwer, 
and confirmed it to be juft; with a compliment to my 
padgment:— For it was hers. a 
«+ But the very next day: Lord M. came to Harlowe- 
‘Places I was then abfent: And, in his nephew’s name, 
:made.a propofal in form; declarmg; That « was the 
ambition.of ali his family to be related to ours: And 
he hoped hiskinfman: would not have fuch.an anfwer 
won: the part of the younger fifter, as he had had on 
thatofthe elder... © sh 
‘En fhort, > Mr. Lovelace’s vifits were admitted, 4s 
thofe of a man who had not deferved difrefpe& from 
eur family; but, as.to his addrefs to me;--with a 
ae refervation, 
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.tefeiVation, as above sdn my pap2's:part, thathe would 
+detenning: nothing without his fon. “My. dicretion, ‘as 
‘rto the reft; .wasiconfided in: -For fill I-had the fashe 
‘:@byetions'‘as tothe man: Nor would I, when we wire 
- detger acqnainted, bear any.thing:bue general talc from 
rhino; givibg. chin! no-opportunity: of -converfing wath 
mndin private imo oui to picnic nbh ote bare oot 

.7° He bore this with a refignation little expedted fram 
hs natural teinper;: which “is: generally. reported toibe 
squick and hafty); urufed, it feems, fram childhoad, to 
_eheckor controul ;A cafe too common in confiderabile 
_ familiess -where:there isan only fon: And. 475 :mobther 
:mever .\hadoany other child. > But; -as'T have hereto- _ 
fore told: you, . I could perceives! notwithftanding tHis 

réhgnation, that:he-had-fo:good:ari opinion'of himéelf, 

#snot to doubt, that his perfoh and accemplifhments 
swouldiirifenfbly engage me: And could That be once 
‘denty betold. my:aunt:Hervey, he-fhould hope from 
lo steal ynastemper, that his held in my affections would 
cbe.duerable 2 Whilt nip flter-accoanted for his patience 

in another manne?;: which would “perhaps have. had 
opione forced, if it:had«edmd-from:':a perfon Jefs _ preju- 
diged:-§ Thatthe:manwas not fond of marrying at 
adh: “That-he might perhaps have half-a-fcore mif- 
* trefles ; and that delay might be as convenient for 


| fsb isrepuing3 as.for'my welt: ated indifference.’——T hat 


qwasher kind expreffion. we Lhe eee 
Whatever were his metive for: a patience fo gene- 
‘Sally believed:to be out of his ufual character, ‘and. 
whexe the object of his-addrefs was -fappofed to: be of 
‘fortune -confiderable enough to engage his warmett 
attention, he certainly efcaped many mortifications b 
wt: For.whilé my.papa fufpended his approbation ti 


_ ay. baother’sarrival,: he received from every-one xhofe 


civilitiés which were due to his birth: And‘altho’ we 
»+beasdy:; fram time to: time, reports to his difadvantage 
with regard te morals; yet could we nog queftion him 
upon them, svithout.giving him greater aan a 
: 6 PA a thar 
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j than-the -fituation, bre was in with us- would juftify to. 

. prudence ; {ince it was‘ muclr more likely, that his. 

- addrefs would aot be allowed of, than that it sould. - 

; And thus was he admitted to converfe:- with our 
family, almoft upon his own terms; for while. my 
friends faw nothing in_his behaviour but. what was: ex-. 
tremely refpectful, and. obferved in him so. violent 
importuhity, they feemed to have taken a great liking 
to his converfation: While I confidered him -only as a 
a common gueft,. when he came; and thought myfelf 
no more concerned in his vifits, nor at his entrance or 
departure,. than any other of the family. . - ~ 

.. But this indifference of. my fide was-~the means of 
procuring him one very great advantage; for upon it 
‘was grounded that correfpondence. by letters, which 
fucceeded ;-—~and which, had it:been to be begun, when. 
the family-animofity broke out, would never have been 
entered into on my part.. The occafion was this: 

My unele Hervey has a young gentleman intrufted . 


to his care, whom he has thoughts of-fending abroad, . 


a year or two hence, to make the Grand Tour, as it 
is called ; and, finding Mr. Lovelace could give:a good - 
account of every-thing neceflary for:a young traveller: 


to obferve upon fuch an occafion,: he defired. him to. 
write down a.defcription of the courts and countries . 


he had vifited ; and what was moft worthy of curiofity. 
in them. = <r ee 
_ He confented, on condition that I would direé his 


fubjects, as he called it: And, as‘every-one had heard 


his manner of writing commended ;.and‘thought his. 
relations might be agreeable amufements in winter 
evenings ; and that he could have no opportunity par-~ 


ticularly to addrefs me in them, fince they were to be. 


read in full afflembly, before they were to be given to 
the young gentleman; I made the lefs fcruple to write, 


and to make obfetvations, and put-queftions, for our — 


further information— Still the lefs, perhaps, ag I love 
writing; and thefe who do, are fond, you know, of 
occas 
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bccafens to ufe the pen:: And then, having 
pne’s confent, and my uncle Hervey’ s defire that I 
would, I thought, that if I had been. the only fcrupur. 
lous: -perfon, it would have. fhewn. a particularity, that 
a vain man would conftrue to his advantage; and. 


_ which my. fifter would not fail to animadvert upon. 


You have feen fome of thefe letters ; and have been- 
pleafed with his account of perfons, places, and things:;.. 
and we have both agreed, that he was no common 
obferver upon what he.had feen. - 

My fitter herfelf allowed, that the man. had a. tole: 
rable knack of writing and defcribing : And my papa,. 
who had been abroad in his youth, faid, ‘Ihat his. 
remarks ‘were curtous,.and fhewed him to bea perfon. 
of reading, judgment,. and: tafte.. 

Thus was a kind of correfpondence begun between 
him'and me,’with general approbation:; while every- 
-one' wonder’d at, and was pleafed with, his patiertt 
veneration of me; for fo they called it. “However; it 
was. hot doubted; ‘that.he would foon. be more impor- 
tunate-; fince his vifits were more frequent, and he 
acknowleged :to my aunt Hervey a paflion for me, 
accompany’d with. an awe, that he had never known 
before; to which he attributed what he called his but 
feeming acquiefcence with my papa’s pleafure, and the 
diftance I. kept him at. And yet, my dear, this may 
be his ufual manner of behaviour to:our fex ; for had 
not my fifter, at firft, all his reverences ? 

Mean time, my father, expecting this 1 importunity, . 
kept in readinefs the reports he had heard in his. dif- 


‘favour, to charge them upon him then, as fo many 


objections to his addrefs. And it was highly agree- 


-able to me, that he did fo: It would have been 


flrange, if it were net; fince the perfon who could 
reject Mr. Wyerley’s addrefs for the fake of his free 
opintons, muit have been mexcufable, had fhe not re- 
jected another’s for his freer praéfices. 

But I fhould own, that in the letters he fent me, 
he , upon 
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upon the general fubje€t, he more than once inclofed 
a-particular one, declaring his paffionate segards for 
me, and complaining, with fervour enough, of my re- 
ferves : But of thefe I took not the leaft notice ; for as 
J had not written to him at all, but upen a subject fo 
general, I thought it-was but right, to let what he 
Avrote upon one fo particular,: pafs off as if E never 
had feen it;-and the rather, as I was not then at li+ 
berty, from the approbation his letters met with, to 
break off the correfpondence, without affigning the true 
reafon for doing fo. Befides, with all his refpectful affi- 
duities, it was eafy to obferve, (if it had not been his 
general character) that his temper is naturally haughty 


and violent ;- and I had: feen enough of that untract- . 


able fpirit in my brother, to like it in one who hoped 
to be ftill nearer related to me. a 
I had a little fpecimen of this temper of his, upon 
ithe very occafion I have mentioned : For, after he had 
, Sent me a third particular letter with the general one, 
he afked me, the next time he came to Harlowe-Place, 
df I had not received. fuch a one from him? — J told 
dyn, I fhould never anfwer one, fo fent; and,thatd hed 
- ‘waited for fuch an occafion as he had now given me, to 
_ tell him fo: Idefired him therefore not to write again 
on the fubjeét ; afluring him, that if he did, I wculd 
, Yeturn both, and never write another line to. him.” - 
. You cannot imagine how faucily the man looked; 
_as if, in fhort, he was difappointed, that he had not 
.made a more fenfible impreffion upon me:. And 
- when.he recollected himfelf (as he did immediately), 
what a vifible Struggle it coft him to changeahis 
- haughty airs for more placid.ones. But [ took no no- 
tice of either; for I thought it beft to convince him, 
_: by the coolnefs and indifference, with which I repulfed 
_. his forward. hopes (at the fame time intending to avoid 
the affectation of pride or vanity), that he was. net 
-.confiderable enough in my eyes to make me take 


over-ready offence at what he faid, or how he eer 
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In other: wards, that I-had not-value enough'for:ium, 
to treat him:with peculiarity‘either by fmiles or frowns. 
Indeed,’ he had cunning. énough to give me, undelign- 
edly; apiece of inftruction which taught: me this cau- 
tion; fox hehad faid in: converfation once, *¢ That if 
4a man could:not makeiazlady:in'dourtthip own herr 
‘ felf plea fed swith -him;.it-was-as tuck, and oftentimes 
© mere, to his purpofe;.to make her angry with him.” 
.- I muft break off:here. - But will continue the fub- 
ject the very firft opportunity. : Mean time, F am,. 

+ Your moft affectionate friend and fervant, 

Ce Pe ee GES cee hee -_ Ci. HARLOWE: 
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Mifs Curarissa Harowe, Jo Mifs How. .; 
ae: "2 pie ek + Fam. 15. 
"T HIS, my-dear, was the fituation Mr. Lovelace 
oe ‘and [:-were-in, when my brother arrived fron 
Scotland: ne are: Se a. Ae ee aN an 
i... The moment Mr: Lovelace’s vifits were mentioned 
!to him: -he; without either hefitation or apology, ex- 
. preffed his difapprobation of them. He found great 
‘flaws in hie chara€ter; and took the liberty to fay, m 
:. f many: words, That he wondered, how it came into 

the ‘hearts of his uncles to encourage fuch a man-for 
: either -of his fitters: -At the fame time returning his 
: thanks to/my father for declining his confent till be 
‘~arrived, -in: fuch’ a manner, I thought, as a fuperior 

‘would de, when he commended an inferior, for have- 
::.ange well performed his duty in his abfence. 

‘He juftified his avowed inveteracy, by common 

: fame, and-by what he had known of him at college ; 
. declaring, That-he had ever hated him ; ever fhould 
- ‘hate him; and would. never own him for a bfother, 
". -or-me for a fifter, if I married:him. eee ie, 
"+ That college-begun. antipathy I: have heard-.ac- - 


oo es 


- counted for in this nianner: —. 
La ; Mr. 


® 
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_ Mr. Lovelace was always noted for his vivacity and: 
courage ; and no lefs, it feems, for.the fwift'and fur- 
prifing progrefs he ‘made im all parts of literature - 
For diligence in his ftudies, iri the Hours of ftudy, he 
had hardly his equal. This, it feems, was his general. 
-character at the univerfity ; and it gained him ah 
friends among the more learned youth;: while thofe: 


a 
who did not love him, feared him, by reafon of the. 4 
-effence his vivacity made him too ready to give, and. \ 
of the courage. he fhewed in fupporting ‘the offence. ‘\ 
when given ; which procured him as. many-followers. 
as he pleafed among the mifchievous fort.—No very. * 
amiable character, you’ll fay, upon the whole. 

But my brother’s temper was hotihappier. His: * 
mative haughtinefs could not bear a fuperiority fo vi- * 
fible ; arid whoft we fear moré than love, we are: - 
not far from hating: And, having lefs command of his. 

spaffions, than the other, was evermore the fubject of. 

:his, perhaps indecent, ridicule ;' So that they never met 
without quarreling : And every-body, either-from love 
‘ or. fear, fiding with his antagonilt, he had. a moft uneafy: 

- time of it,. while both continued m the fame college.—— 

: It. was the lefs wonder, therefore, that'a young man,,. 

: who .is. not noted for the gentlenefs of his temper, 

‘ fhould refume an antipathy early begurt, and fo deeply-. 

' rooted. ot 

He found my fifter, who waited: but for the occafion, 
ready to join him in his refentmerits agamft the mart. 

he hated. She utterly difclaimed all manner of regard 
for him:. § Never. liked him at all = His eftate was 
© certainly much incumber’d: It was impoffible it 
* fhould b- otherwife ; fointirely devoted as he was to 
‘ his pleafures. He kept no houfe ; had no equipage : 
© Nobody pretended that he wanted pride: The reafon. 


_ © therefore was eafy to be guefied af.’ And then did 


fhe boaft of, and my brother praife her for, refufing 
him.: And both. joined. on all occafions to depreciate 
him, and not feldom made the occafions ; their dif- 
: pleafure 


. ae. 
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-pleafure againft him caufing every fubje& to. run inte 


‘this, if it began not with it. . 


~~ 


. I was not folicitous:to vindicate him, when I was 
‘not joined in their reflections. I told them, I did nog 


value him enough to make:a difference in the family 
-on his account: And as he. was fuppofed to have 


given too much caufe for their ul opinion of hum, | 


~ thought he ought to take the confequence of his own 


faults. Che ste nae Sag 
_ Now-and-then,.indeed, when I obferved, that their 


‘vehemence carried them beyond al bounds of proba- 


bility, I thought it but juftice to put in a word fox 


‘him. But this only fubjected me to reproach, as haver 
‘ing-a prepoffeffion in his favour that I would not.own. 


e—So that when I could not change the fubject, I ufed - 
to retire either to my mufic, or to my clofet. — | 
_ Their behaviour to.him, when they could_not help 
fecing him, was very cold and difobliging:; but, as 
yet, not directly affrontive :. For they -were.in hopes 
of prevailing ypon my papa to forbid his vifits. - Buty 
as there was nothing in his behaviour, that might waxr 


' rant fuch a treatment of a man of his birgh and fortune, 


they fucceededinet: And then they were-very earneft 
with me te. forbid them. I afk’d, What authority I 
had to take fuch a ftep in-my father’s houfe ; and when 
my behaviour to him was fo diftant, that he feemed 
to be as:much the gucft of any other perfon of the 
family, themfehves excepted, as ming ?— In revenge, 
they tqald me, That a was cunning management bey 
tween us; and-tha¢ we both underftood one another 
better than we pretended to de. And -at laft, they 
gave fuch a loofe to their pafionsyall-of a fudden (a }, 
as I may fay, that inftead of withdrawing, as they 
ufed to. do when he eame, they threw themfelves'in 
his way, purpofely to affront him, ,- s , 
| Mr. Lovelace, you, may believe, very ill nrcoled 
. ee ee ee er ee Ce this-: 
(a) The reafen of thisthdir-moreropenly foewe animnofity 


ds given in letter xili. © 


223 The History of 


this: But, néverthelefs, contented +himéelf to tomplair? 
ef itto me: Inhighterms, however’ telling me, that, 
but for mty fake, mry brother’ S. treater ‘of him was 
not to be borne. +. 

- IL .was-forry forthe merit thik gaweihieny i in: hi ae 
opinion, -with me ::: And:thée: more as:fome:of the af 
fronts he received, were ‘ton: flagrant-to-be: exerted ? 
But I-told him, That I. was determin’d not: to fall 
out with my brother, if {I could help it,. whatever 
were his faults: And, fince they: could not fee one 
another with temper, “fhould be glad, that ‘he. wauld 
net throw himfelf én my: brother's eds anid E ‘was 
fure my brother: woukt not feek Afnt::- 7 ee 

‘He-was very-much nettled at this antlers But faid: , 
He. muft Dear bis-affronts, if I would have it fo. : ‘He 
had been accufed himfelf of violence in his te 
But he hoped to fhew on this occafion,.‘that he -had: 4 
command of his pafhens, which few young men, {d 
provoked,: would be able to-fhew:; .and- doubted not; 
but it would be attributed to a proper matte by: aia 
fon of my génerofity.and penetration.>.:- 

i My brother had juft-before, with the approbation 
of my uncles, employ’d 2 perfon related toa ected 
bailiff or fteward of Lord M. who had had the nvan 
ment of-fome part of Mr, Lovelace’s affairs (fromwhich 
he was alfo-difmiffed by him), to inquire into his debts 5 
after his companiohs ; into his amours; and:thelike. - 
/ My aunt Hervey, in confidence, gave me ‘the: fl 
lowing particulars of. what the man. faid of him. 

. 6 /That-he was a generous landlord :: : That he {pared 
¢ nothing for folid. and lafting iinprovements.uper his 
$ eftate: And: that’he looked .into his:own. affairs; 
¢ and underftood them: That he -had,: when abgoady 
$ been. very, expenfive-;:and contracted a large dsbt 
€ (for he made no fecret of his affairs) ; chofe,te 
§. Limit himfelf to an annual: fum, and.to + dentine ef 
$ page, in order to avoid being obliged to his ancle 
*-and aunte;: from whom be migfit have: what money 

‘he 
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he pleafed ;‘-but that~he was very jealous of their 
* controul ; had-often quarrels with them, and treated 
“them fo freely, that: they were all afraid of him? 
* However, that his eftate‘was never mortgaged, as 
¢-my brother had heard.it was 3: his: cretlit was always 
¢ high; andj. he believed, hewas by-this time,. near 
‘ upon, if not quite, clearof the world. 2.) 
- * He was 4 fad gentleman, he fiid, asto womien :— 
‘If his tenants had pretty daughters; they chofe ‘to 
«keep them out of his fight. He: believed, -he kept 
¢ no particular miftrefs; for he-had:heard newelty, that 
$-was the man’s word, was: every-thing with him) 


* But for his uncle’s and aunts tcazings, ‘fanfy'd-he 


¢'wouldinot-think of marriage: Was never known to 
¢ be difguifed' with liquor: But was a great plotter; 
‘anda great writer: ‘That he lived a wild life if 
¢ town, by:what he: had heard : Had fix or feven: com- 
*,paatons asibad as himfelf; whom now-and-then he 
¢:brobghtsdown with imor; and the country qwas-als 
< ways glad whemthey:went up again. He would‘ havé 
‘it, that, altho’ pafliomate, he was’ good-humdur’d 4 
slovetbas. well'to take 2 jeft, as to give one, and would 
$.sailly himielf, upon occafion, the freeft of any man 
Sheeverknéw?): = 7 pe 
' 'Fhis was his chara&ter from an enemy; for, a my 
aunt bbferved; every thing the man faid commendably 
of him, ‘came grudpingly, with a-Mu/f needs fay—Lo 
dobim juftice, &c. while the contrary was’ delivered 
with a free good-will:. And this charaéter, as a worfe 
was expected, tho’ ‘Ehis was bad enough, not anfwer- 
img the end of inquiring after it, my brother and fifter 
were. more apprehenfive than before,’ that his addrefs 
yeould be encouraged: firice the worft part-of-it was 
} , or fuppoledy -when. he was firfbintroduced to 
my fiber. >; Cicer 22 ee ee 4 . 

- Buty :-with regard to myfelf, FE muft obferve in. his 
disfayour, that, notwiathftanding the merit he wanted 
¢o make. with: md, forbis patience upori we 
2 '.. ilie 
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i#l-treatment of him, I-owed him no compliments for 
‘trying to cenciliate with bim. Not that 1 believe-it 
would have fignified any thing, if be had made ever 
‘fuch court, either to him, or to my filter: .Ye¢ one 
‘might have expected, fram a man of his politeness, 
-and from his pretenfions, you know, that he. would 
have been willing to try. Inftead of which, fuch.2 
hearty contempt he fhew’d of them bath, of my bro~ 
‘ther efpecially, that I ever heard of it with agatava 
tions. And for me to have hinted at an alteration.in 
his behaviour to my brother, was an advantage I knew 
he would have been proud of ; and which therefore I 
had no mind to give him.— But I'doubted not, thae 
having fo very little encouragement from ezy-body;3 


his pride would foon take fire, and-he would of him- 


‘felf difcontinue his vifits, or go te town; where,. till 
he came acquainted with: our family, he ufed chiefly 
‘to refide : And in this latter-cafe he had ‘no reafor to 
expect, that I. would receive, much lefs anfwer, his 


letters ; the occafion, which had led me:to tecoive any | 


of his, ‘being by this time over. 

.. But my brother’s antipathy ace not-permit him 
to wait for fuch an event ; and after feveral exceffes, 
which Mr. Lovelace ftill return’d with contempt, and 
a haughtinefs too much like that of the aggreffor, my 
brother ‘took upon himfelf to fill. up the door-way, 
‘once, whea: he came, as if to oppofe his entrance : 
and, upon his afking. for me, demanded, What his 
bufinefs were with his fifter?. - 

. The other, with a challenging dir, as my broiliey 
fays, told -him, ‘He .would-anfwer a gentleman: any 
queftion: But he withed, that Mr. James Harlawe, who 
had of late given himfelf- ‘high airs, would remem< 
ber, that he was not xew’at college. 

Juft then the good Dr. Lewin, who frequently ho- 
nours me with a wifit of ‘converfation, as he 3 pleated 
~ 0 call st, and had parted with me in my own: parlour, 
‘came to the door}. and, hearing. the. words, .inter~ 
oP poled 
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pofed ; both having their hands upon their {words : 
And telling Mr. Lovelace where I was, he burft by 
my brother, to come to me; leaving. him chafing, 
he faid, like a hunted boar at bay. _* 

This alarm’d us all. My father was pleafed to hint 
to Mr. Lovelace; and I, by his command, fpoke a 


great deal plainer; that he wifh’d he would difcon- 


tinue his vifits, -for the peace-fake of the family. 
But Mr. Lovelace is not a man to be eafily brought 


to give up his purpofe, in a point, efpecially, wherein 


he pretends his heart is fo much engag’d: And an 
abfolute prohibition not having been given, things 
went on for a little while as before: For I faw plainly, 
that to have deny’d myfelf to his vifits (which, how- | 
ever, I dechn’d receiving, as often as I could) was to 
‘bring forward fome defperate iflue between the two; 
fince the offence fo readily given on one fide, was 


only brooked by the other, out of confideration to 


me, And thus did my brother’s rafhnefs lay me un- 
der an obligation where I would leaft have ow’d it. 

_ The intermediate propofals of Mr. Symmes and Mr, 
Mullins, both (in turn) encouraged by my brother, 
were inducements for him to be more patient for 2 
while ; he being in hopes, as no-body thought me 
over-forward in Mr, Lovelace’s favour, that he fhould 
engage my father and uncles to efpoufe the one or the 
other in oppofition to him. But when he found, that 
I had intereft enough to difengage myfelf from their 
addrefles, as I had (before he went to Scotland, and, 
before Mr. Lovelace vifited here) of Mr. Wyerley’s, 
he then kept fo meafures: And firft fet himfelf to 
upbraid me for a fuppofed prepofleffion ; which he 
treated, as if it were criminal: And then to infult Mr. 
Lovelace in perfon. And it being at Mr. Edward 
Symmes’s, the brother of the other Symmes, two 
miles off, and no good Dr. Lewin again to interpofe, 
the unhappy rencounter follow’d. My brother was 


 difarm’d 4n it, as you have heard; and on being 


Vou. I, n° ™ brought 
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brought home, and giving us ground to fuppefe. he 
was much worfe hurt than he really was, and a fever 
oe every-one flam’d out; and all was laid at my 
oor. 

Mr. Lovelace, for three days together, fent twice each 
' day to inquire after my brother’s health ; and, altho’ 
he received rude, and even fhocking returns, he thought 
fit, on the fourth day, to make in perfon the fame 
inquiries ; and received ftill greater incivilities from 
my two uncles, who happen’d to be both there. My 
papa alfo was held by force from going to him with 


his fword in his hand, altho’ he had the gout upon 
him | 


I fainted away with terror,. feeing every-one fo 
violent; and hearing his voice, {wearing he would not 
depart without feeing me, or making my uncles afk 
his pardon for the indignities he had received at their 
hands: A door being alfo held faft lock’d between 
them ; my mamma ftruggling with my papa; and my 
fifter, after treating him with virulence, infulting me, 
as faft as I recover’d. But, when he was told how ill 
I was, he departed, vowing revenge. i 

He was ever a favourite with our domeftics. His 
bounty to them, and having always fomething facetious 
to fay to each, had made them all of his party: And 
on this occafion they privately blamed every-body elfe, 
and reported his patience and gentlemanly behaviour 
As the provocations given him ran very high) in fuch 

vourable terms, that thofe reports, and my apprehen- 
fions of the confequence of this treatment, induced me 
to read a letter he {ent me that night; and, it being 
written in the moft refpeCtful terms, offering to fubmit 
the whole to my decifion, and to govern himfelf in- 
tirely by my will, to axfwer it fome days after. 

To this unhappy neceflity was owing our renewed 
correfpondence, as I may call it: Yet] did not write, 
till I had inform’d myfelf from Mr. Symmes’s brother, 
that he was really infulted into the act of drawing his 

| fword, 
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Fword, Al may brother's repeatidly threatening, ipen 
his excufing himfelf out of regard to me, to brand him 
if he did not; and, by all the inquiry I could make, 
that he was again the fufferer from my uncles, in 
more violent manner than I have related. © 
- The fame circumftances'were related to my papa, 
and other friends, by Mr. Symiires; -but they had gone 
too far, nt making themifeives parties to the quarvel, 
either to retraét or forgive; and I was forbid cosre- 
{poring with him, or to be‘feen a moment in pis. 
company. Phe! - Sor ee 
- But one thing I can fay, but that: in confidence, 
becaufe my mamma commanded me not to mention 
it :—- That, expreffing her apprehenfion of the confe- 
quences of the indignities offeredto Mr. Lovelace, fhe 
told-me, She would leave it-to my prudence, to pre- 
vent, all I could, the impending mifchief on: one fide. 
’ Lam ebliged to break off. But, I believe, I have 
written ‘enough to anfwer very fully all that you have 
commanded from me. It is not for a child to feek te 
elear:her own: charaéter, or to juftify her a€tions, at 
the expence: of ‘the sroft revered ones: Yet, as I 
know, that the aecount-of all thofe further proceed 
ings, by which I may be affected, will be interefting 
to'{o dear a friend: (who will: communicate to athers . 
no more than what is fitting), I will continue to write 
as | have opportunity, as minutely as we are ufed to 
write to each other. Indeed I have ne delight, as I have 
often told you, equal to that which I take in converfing. 
with you :—— By /etter, when I cannot in pérfon, 
-- Mean time, I can’t help faying, that { am ex- - 
ceedingly. concerned to find, that I am become fo. 
much the public talk, as you tell me, and as every-body 
tells me; kam. Your kind, your precautionary regard — 
for my fame, and the opportunity you have given me 
to tell my own ftory, previous to any new accident, 
which heaven avert! is fo like the warm friend I have 
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ever found my dear Mifs Howe, that, with redoubled 

obligation, you bind metobe= 

: Your ever-grateful and affectionate 
|  Crarissa HaRLowe..., 


Copy of the requefted PREAMBLE to the claufes in her 


skrandfather’s willy in her favour, inclofed in the 
preceding letter. eee . Le <2 


AS the particular eftate I have mentioned anid de- 


fcribed above is principally of my own raifing : 
' As my three fons have been uncommonly profperous ; 
and are very rich: The eldeft by means of the unex- 
peéted-beinefits hé’ reaps from his new-found: mines : 
The fecond, by what ‘has, as unexpectedly, falletr itz 
to him, on the deaths of feveral relations of his prefent 
wife; theavorthy daughiter by both fides of very honour 
able families; over and above the very large portion 


which he received with her in marriage :‘“My fon’ An- 


tony, by ‘his Eaft-India traffick, and faccefsful voy= 
ages: As furthermore my grandfon James‘ will be 
fufficiently provided for by his godmother Lovell’s 
kindnefs tohim; who, having no near relations, affures 
me, that fhe has,‘ as well by deed of gift, as by avill, 
left him both her Scotifh and Englith eftates: Fer 
never {bleffed he’God therefore !.) was: there a family 


more profperous in all-its branches: And as my fecond’ 


fon James will very probably make it up to my grand- 
fon, and alfo to my grand-daughter Arabella; to 
whom I intend no difrefpeét; mor have reafon; for 
fhe is a very hopeful and dutiful child: And as*my 
fons. John and Antony feem not inclined to a ag 
life; fo that my fon James is the only one who has 
children, or is likely to have any :— For all thefe 
reafons.; and becaufe my deareft and beloved grand- 


daughter Clasiffa Harlowe has been from infancy-a 


matchlefs young creature in her duty to me, and ad- 
| 3 7 mired 
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mired by. all who knew her, as a very extraordinary 
child ; 4 muift therefore take the sheafire of confider+ 
ing her, as my own peculiar child; and this, without 
intending offence ; and J hope it will not be taken as 
any, fince my fon James can beftow his favours ac- 
cordingly, and in greater proportion, upon Mifs Ara- 
bella, and Mafter James :— Thefe, I fay, are the rea- 
fons which move me to difpofe of the above- defcribed 
eftate in the precious child’s favour; who is the delight 
of my old age; and, I verily think, has contributed, 
by her amiable duty, and kind and tender regards, to 
prolong my life. . . — | 
.,. Wherefore it is my exprefs will and command- 
ment, and I injoin my three fons John, James, .and 
Antony, and my grandfon James, and my grand- 
daughter Arabella, as they. value my ape and my. 
memory, and would with their own laft wills and de- 
fires to be fulfilled by their furvivors, that they will 
not impugn or conteft the following bequefts and dif- 
pofitions in favour of my faid grand-daughter Clarifla, 
altho’ they fhould not be ftrictly conformable to law, 
or the forms thereof; nor fuffer them to be contro- 
verted or difputed on any pretence whatfoever. 
And in this confidence, &c. &c. &c. 


.. LETTER VY. 

Mifs Cuarissa Hartowe, To M/s Howe. 
eee | Jan. 20. — 

J HAVE been hinder’d from profecuting my ine 
L tention. - Neither. nights nor mornings have been 
my own. My mamma has been very ill; and would 
have no other nurfe but me. I have not ftirr’d from 
her bedfide ; for fhe. kept her: bed ;. and two nights I 
had the honour of fharing it with her. a" 
_. Her diforder. wag a very violent colic. . The con- 
tentions of thefe fierce, thefe mafculine {pirits, and 
the apprehenfion of mifchiefs that may arife from the 
: C30 increafing 
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increafing animofity -which all ‘ere have againft Mr. 
Lovelace, and his tob- well-known ¢efentful and mtie< 
phi charactet, fhe cannot bear. . Then the foundations 
Kaid, as the dreads, ‘for jealoufy and ‘heart-burnings in 
ber 6wn family, late 'fo happy and fo united, afffict 
exceedingly a gentle’and' fenfible mind; which has 
from ‘the beginning;::on all éceafions, facrificed: ite 
own inwatd fatisfaction to outward peace. «My: bro~ 
ther and fifter, who ufed: very often to-jar, ‘are now 
f> much one, arid-are fo much together (caballing ‘was 
the word that drdpped from fer, as.if at unawares), 
that fhe is full of fears of confequences that ‘may. fol- 
bow ;--to my prejudice, pérliaps, is‘her kind cortcerns 
finte fhe fees that ‘they behave 4d m6 every Nous with 
more and inové~fhyne®' and. referve :" Yet, would fhe 
but exert that authérity; which the fuperionty of her 
fine talents gives' hey, ‘all thefe family-feuds might 
‘perhaps be-cruftt’d ist their but-yet bepinninys;' efpe- 
‘cially as fhe may be'aflured, ‘that' all fitting conteffiorrs 
_ fhall be made Hy me; ‘Hot only as they dremy elders, 
- but for the fake of fo' excellent and ‘fo indulgént a 
ryadther, (oD 0G 7 Ter et ecw be saad a be 
For, if I may fay to you, “thy ‘dear, what I woukt 
not to any other'perfon living, it-is my opinion,’ that, 
had fhe been of a temper that would have borne lefs, 
fhe would have had ten-times lefs to bedr.than the has 
‘had. No commendation, you'll fay, of. the: gene- 
rofity of thofe fpirits, which can turn to its own dif- 
‘quiet fo much condefcending goodnefs. 
--* Upon my word, I am fometimes tempted to think, 
that we may make the world allow for and: refpect 
tis as we pleafe, if we can but be fturdy in our Wills, 
‘ and fet out accordingly. It is but being the /e/s. beloved 
’ for it, that’s all: And, if we have power to oblige 
* thofe we havé to do with} it will not appear to ws, 
-that-we are. Our flatterets will tell us any thing fooner 
than our faults.” Pecan? AE ee | 
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_ Were there not truth in this obfervation, is it pof-. 
fible, that my brother and fifter could make their uae 
failings, their vehemrences, of fuch importance to all 
the family? * How will my /oz, how will my ze- 
“ phew, take this or that meafure ? What will be fay 
to it? Let us confult Arm about it;’ are references 
always previous to every refolution taken by his fupe- 
riors, whofe will ought to be his. Well may he ex- 
pect to be treated with this deference by every other 
perfon, when my papa himfelf, generally fo abfolute, 
conftantly pays it to him; and the more fince his god- 
mether’s bounty has given independence to a fpirit — 
that was before under too little reftramt.—But whi- 
ther may thefe-refleCtions lead me ?—— I know you do 
not love any of us, but my mamma and me; and, 
being above all a make me fenfible that you do 
net, oftener than | wifh you did.— Ought It 


tradiction. He is not naturally an ill-temper’d man 5 
and in his perfon and air, and in his converfation too, 
when not under the torture of a gouty paroxy{m, 
every-body diftinguifhes the gentleman born and edu- 


' Our fex, perhaps, muft expect to bear a little 2n- 
courtlinefs, Thali I caft it ?—from the husband, whom, 
as the /over, they let know the preference their hearts 
gave him to all other ) what they will of 
generofity being a manly virtue; but, upon my word, 
my dear, I have ever yet. obferved, that dt is not to be 
met with in that fex one time in ten, that it is to be 
found in ours.—But. my father was four’d by. the cruel 


diftemper I have named ; which feized him all at once 


in the very prime of life, in. fo violent a manner, as. to 
take from the moft aétive of minds, as is was, all 
power of activity, and that, In all appearance, for 
life :—It imprifon’d, as I may fay, his lively fpirits in 

-C4 himfelf, 


32 The Hisrory of 


himfelf, and turned the edge of them againft his own 


peace; his extraordinary profperity adding but to his . 


impatiency: For thofe, I believe, who want the feweft 
earthly bleffings, moft regret that they want any. - 

But my brother! what excufe can. be made for his 
haughty and morofe temper? He is really, my dear, 
Yam forry to have occafion to fay it, an ill-temper’d 
young man; and treats my mamma fometimes— In- 
deed he. is not dutiful.—But, poffeffing every-thing, 
he has the vice of age, mingled with the ambition of 
youth, and enjoys nothing—but his own haughtinefs 
and ill-temper, I was going to fay.—Yet agiin am I 
adding force to your diflikes of fome of us.— Once, 
my dear, it was, perhaps, in your power to have 
moulded him as you pleafed.— Could you have been 
my fifter !-Then had I had a friend in a fifter.—But 
no wonder that he don’t love you now; who could 
nip in the bud, and that with a difdain, let me fay, 
too much of kin to his haughtinefs, a paffion, that 
‘would not have wanted a fervor worthy of the object 5 
and which poffibly would have made him fo.— — 

But no more of this. I will profecute my former 
intention in my next; which I will fit down to as foon 
as breakfaft is over; difpatching this by. the meflenger 
whom you have fo kindly fent to inquire after us, on 
my filence. Mean time, I am, 

Your moft affectionate and obliged 


friend and fervant, _ 
| Ci. HarLowe. 


LETTER VI. 
Adifs Crarissa Hartowk, To Mafs Howe. 


Harlowe-Place, ‘fan. 20. 


T WILL now refume my narrative of proceedings 

here.—My brother being in a good way, altho’ 

you may be fure, that his refentments are rather a Si 
; é en’ 


“ao -_— 
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en’d. than abated’ bythe. galling difgrace he has re- 
‘ceived, my friends (my papa and uncles, however, 
if not my brother and ier) begin to think, that [have 
been treated unkindly. _My mamma has been fo good 
as to tell me this, fince I fent away my laft. a 
. Neverthelefs, -I believe they’ all think that I receive 
letters’ from Mr. Lovelace. “But Lord M. being in- 
clin’d rather to fupport than to blame his nephew, they 
feem to be fo much afraid of him, that they dq not put 
it to me, whether I do, of not; conniving on the 
contrary, as it fhould {eem, at the only method left to 
allay the vehemence of a fpirit;which they have fomuch 
provoked : For ‘he’ ftill infifts upon fatisfa@tion from 
my uncles’; and.this, poffibly ‘(for hé wants not art) - 
as the beft way to be introduced again, with fome- 
advantage, into our family. And indeed my aunt 
Hervey has put it to my mamma, whether it were not 
‘beft to prevail upon my brother to take a turn.to his 
‘Yorlkfhire eftate, which he was intending ta do be- 
fore; and.to tayry there till all is blownover.... - é 

But this is very far.from being his intention :. For 
he ‘has already begun to hint again, that he. fhall.ne- 
ver be eafy or fatisfy’d, till ] am marry’d; and, find- 
ing neither Mr. Symmes nor Mr. Mullins will be ac- 
cepted, has’ propofed Mr. Wyerley once more, on, 
the fcore of his great paffion forme. This I have 
again rejected ; and but yefterday he mention’d one 
who ‘has apply’d to him by letter, making high offers. 
This.is Mr. Solmes ; rich Solmes, you know they cail 
him. But this has not met with the attention of one 
finglefouhk sl, 

_ df none of his.{chemes of marrying me take effeétyhe 
has thoughts I.am told, of propofing. to me ‘to’ go 
to Scotland, in..order, as. the compliment is, to put 
his ‘houfe there in fuch order as our own is im: Bug 
this my mamima intends to oppofe for her own fake; 
becaufe, having relieved her, as the is pleafed to fuy, 
of the houfhold cares (for which, my fifter, you 
: — C5 | know, 
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know, has no turn), they: fuift again devolve upon 
her, ifI go. And if Je did not oppofe it; J fhould 5 
for, believe me, I have no mind: to be his houfe 
Keepet; and, I am fure, were I to go with him, I 
fhould be treated rather ‘as a fervant than a fifter :~ 
Perhaps, not the better becaufe I wm his fitter. And, 
if Mr. Lovelace fhéuld follow’ me, things might be 
worfe than they are now. 9 
But I have befought my mamma, ‘who is appre+ 
henfive of Mr. Lovelace’s viffts, and for fear of whom 
my uncles never ftir out without arms and armed 
fervants, (my brother alfo being neat well: enough to 
go abroad again), to procure me permiffion to be yeut 
'gueft for a fortnight, or f6.— Will your manmima, 
think you, my dear, givé mé leave? ee ee 
I dare not afk to go to my dairy-houfé, as my 
good grandfather would call it: For l am now afraid 
of being thought to have a wifh to enjoy that inde- 
pendence to which his wilt has intitléd me: And, as 
matters are fituated, fuch a wifh would be imputed to 
my favour to the man whom they have now fo great 
an antipathy to. And, indeed, ‘could I be a8 eafy 
and happy here, as I ufed: to be, I1'would defy that 
man, and all his fex; and never repent, that I have 
given the power of my fortune into my papa’s hands. 
5 : co £°; ~~ 
Juft now, my mamma has rejoiced me, with the 
news, that my requefted permiffion is granted. Every- 
one thinks it beft; that I fhould go to-you, extept m 
brother. But he was told, that he muft rang sah 
to rule in every thing. J am to be fent for into the 
Sia parlour, where are my two unclessand my aunt 
ervey, and to be acquainted with this conceffion in 
form. | a 2 : 
You know, my dear, that there is a good deal of 
folemnity among us. But never was there a family 
More united, in its different branches, than a 
: ur 
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Our uncles confidet us as their own chihdren ; and 
declare, that it is for our fakes they live fingle. So 
that they are advifed with upon every article relatin 
to, or that may affect, us. It is therefore the lefs 
wonder, at a time when they | underftand, that Mr. 
Lovelace is determin'd to pay us an amicable *vilit, as he 
calls it (but which I am cannot end fo) that they 
fhould both be confulted upon the ne t had 
defired to attend you. | 
Ce: ee 


I will acquaint you with what paffed at the general 
leave given me to be your gueft. And yet 1 know, 
that you will not love my er the better for m 
communication. But 1am angry with him myfelf, 
and cannot help it. And, befi Hes, it is proper 4 let 
you krow the terms I go upon, and their motives fot 
permitting me to go. 

Clary, faid my mamma, as foon as I enter’d the 
great parlour, your requeft, to go to Mifs Howe’s 
for a few days, has been taken into ‘tonfideration, 
and granted 

Much againft my liking, I affure you, fald hy 
brother, rudely interrupting her. 

Son James! fald mi father, and knit his brows. _ 

He was not daunted. His arm is in & fling. | He 
nae has the mean art to look upon that, when any 

thing is hinted, that may be fuppofed to lead towards 

eaft favout to, or reconciliation with, Mr. Love- 

ace — Let the girl then (I am often the girl with 
him !) be prohibited feeing that vile libertine. 

No-body fpoke. 

Do you ‘hear, fifter Clary? taking their filence bi 
approbation of what he had diftated ; you afe not to 
receive vifits from Lord M’s nephew. | | 

Every-one ftill remained filent. 

Do you fo underftand the licence you have, Mifs? 


interrogated he, 
C6 I would 
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I would be glad, Sir, faid I, to ‘underftand that 
you are my brother ;—and that yeu would underftand, 
that you are only my brother. “, | 
O the fond, fond heart! with a.fneer of infult, lift- 
ing up his hands. ? 
Sir, faid I to my papa, to your juftice I appeal : If 
J have deferved refleCtion, let me not be. fpar'd. But 
if Iam to be anfwerable for the -rafinefs— | 
'_ No more !—No more, of either fide, faid my papa. 
You are not to receive the vifits of that. Lovelace, 
tho’ :—Nor are you, fon James, to reflect upon your 
fitter: She is a worthy child. mS ; 
Sir, I have done, reply’d he ;—and yet I have er 
honour at heart, as much as the honour of the reft of 
the family. , 
_ And hence, Sir, retorted I, your unbrotherly re- 
fie€tions upon me ! | 
- Well, but, you obferve, Mifs, faid he, that it is 
not J, but your papa, that tells you, that you are not 
to receive the vilits of that Lovelace. - | 
Coufin Harlowe, faid my aunt Hervey, allow me 
"to fay, That my coufin Clary’s prudence may be con- 
fided in. | ye | 
Iam convinc’d it may, join’d my mamma. 
But, Aunt, but, Madam (put in my fifter) there 


is no hurt, I prefume, in letting my fifter kndw: the » 


condition fhe goes to Mifs Howe upon;, finces if he 
gets a knack of vilitmg her there— | 

You may be fure, interrupted my uncle Harlowe, 
he will endeavour to fee her there. 
~~ So would fuch an impudent man dere, faid my uncle 
Antony: And ’tis better there than bere. oo 
_ Better no-where, {aid my papa.—I command you, 
turning to me, on pain of my difpleafure, that you 
fee him notat all. 
— I will not, Sir, in any way of encouragement, I 
do affure you: Nor at all, if I can decently avoid it. 


. - You 
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You know-with what:indifference, faid- my. mam- 
ma, fhe has. hitherto feen him.--Her prudence: may 
be trufted to, as my fifter Hervey.fays. 0” 
- With. what ap- pa-rent indifference; drolled my bro- 
wner—- rey ae Or or, 
Son James! -faid ney father, ftemilya ss. 
. have: done,’ Sir; ‘Said: he: But ‘agai, im @ pro- 
voking manner; reminded the-of the prohibitioa.- - - 
_ “Thus.ended this-conferences © = | 
_ Will you engage, my dear,.that the hated man 
fhall not come-near your-houfe ?—But what an incori- 
fiftence is this, when they confent to my going, think- 
ing his vifits bere‘no otherwife.to be: avoided !—:But, 
if he: does come. 1 chatge you,: never leave-us-aldne 
together. - oo: Ao 
As I have no seafon to doubt a.welcome from your 
mamma, I will put every-thing in order here, and be 


~ 


with you in two or three days. | 
Your moift affectionate and obliged 


oe 
1. 
” 

“ ~ 


> © CLARISSA HARLOWE.. 


LETTER VR. 
 Mifs Crarissa Hartowe, Te Mifs Howe. 
| (After her return from ber.) 0)” 
vo". Harlowe-Place, Feb. 20. | 
| BEG your excufe for not writing fooner. Alas, 
my dear, I have fad profpects before me!:.My 
brother and fifter have fucceeded in all their views. 
They have found out another lover for me; an hi- 
deous one :—Yet he is encouraged by every-body.— 
No wonder that I was order’d hame fo fuddenly !— 
At an hour’s warning !—No other notice, you know, 
than what was brought with the chariot that. was to 
carry me back:—It was for fear, .as I have been in- 
form’d (an unworthy fear!), that I fhould have an 
eh ter 


. 
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ter’d into any concert with Mr. Lovelace, -had I 
known their motive for commanding me home; af- 
prehending, ’tis evident, that I fhould diflike the man. 

-. And well might they apprehend fo :—For who do 
you think he is ’-— No other than that Soles /-—~~ 
Could you have believed it?—And they are all deter- 
mined too; my mamma with the reft!—-Dear, dear 
excellence !. how could fhe be thus brought over !—< 
when I am affured, that, on his firft being propofed, 
fhe was pleafed to fay, That, had Mr. Solmes the /n- 
dies in poflefion, and would endow me with them, 


fhe fhould not think him deferving of her Clarifla 


Harlowe. 

The reception I met with at my. return, fo differ- 
ent from what I ufed to meet with on every little ab- 
fence (and now I had been from them three weeks), 
cenvinced me, that I was to fuffer for the happinefs 
I had had in your company and converfation for that 
one agreeable period. I will give you an account 
of it. 

_-My brother met me at the door, and gave me his 
hand, when I ftepp’d out of the chariot. He bow’d 
very low: Pray, Mifs, favour me.—I thought it in 

ood humour ; but fotind it afterwards mock-refpe& : 
And fo he led me, in great form, I prattling all the 
Way, inquiring of every-bedy’s health (altho’ I was 
fo foon to fee them, and there was hardly time for 
anfwers), into the great parlour; where were my fa- 
ther, mother, my two uncles, and my fifter. = 

I was ftruck all of a heap as foon as I enter’d, to 


fée a folemnity which Thad been fo little ufed to on the 


like occafions, in the countenance of every dear re- 
lation. They all kept their feats. I ran to my papa, and 
kneeled: Then to my mamma: And met from both 
4 cold falute: From my papa, a bleffing but half- 
pronounced: My mammia, indeed, called me, Child ; 
but embraced mie not with her ufual indulgent ardor. — 


After 
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| Affect I ‘had: paid niy duty to my. uneles, and iny 
comptiments to my. fifter, whéch fhe received: with 
folemn and :ftiff form, I was bid to Gt down. Bue my 
heart. was-fall: And I faid it became tne to. fland, if 
I could ftasid a reception fo awfal.and unufual. I was 
forced ‘to turn miy..face from them, and pail out my 
handkerchief. st. : rr : 
My -unbrotherly:accufer hereupoa ftood forth, and 
charg’d me with hhving received fo lefs than fue or 
f« vifits at Mifs Howe’s.from the man they had all 
fo much reafon to hate (that was the sniadee b 


‘ notwithftanding the commands 1 had received to the 
__ contrary. And he bid me deny it, if I could. 


I had never been ufed, I faid, to deny the truth ; 
nor would I now. J-owned I had, in the pafied three 
weeks, feon the perfon I prefumed he meant offener 
than five or fix times (Pray hear me out, brother, 
faid I; for he was going to flame).— But he always 
came and afked for Mrs. or Mifs Howe. 

I proceeded, That I had reafon to believe, that 
both Mrs. -Howe and ‘Mifs, as matters fteod, would 
much rather have excufed his‘vifits; but they had 
ffiore than once apologiz’d, that,' having not the fanre 
reafon my papa -had, to forbid him their houfe, his 
rank and fortune intitled him to civility. —- 

You fee, my dear, I made not the pleas I might 
have made. :. 

My brother feem’d ready to give a loofe to his paf- 
fion: My papa put on the countenance, which always 
pertends a gathering ftorm: My uncles mutteringly 
whifper’d: And my fifter aggravatingly held up het 
hands. While I begg’d to be heard out ;— and m 
mamina faid, Let the child, that was her kind word, 
be heard. — ne 

I hoped, I faid, there was no harm' done: That 
it became not me to prefcribe to Mrs. or Mifs Howe 
who fhould be their vifitors: “That Mrs. Howe was 
always diverted with the raillery that pafled ear 
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-Mifs and -him > That I-had no reafon'ta challenge 
:her. gueft for my:vilitor; as I fhould feem to have 
done, .had: I refufed to zo into their company; :.when 
‘he was:with them : ‘That’ I had never. feen him: out 
-of the .prefence.of: one .or both of thofe ladies ;. and 
had fignify’d to him, ance, on hts bid ih Sa a few 
moments private converfation with me, that, unlefs 
‘a reconciliation were effected between my family and 


‘his, he muft not expect, that I would countenance 


his vifits; much lefs give him an opportumty of that 
fort. oa | 

I told them further, That Mifs Howe.fo well un- 
derftood my mind, that fhe never left me a moment, 
while he was there: That, .when-he came, if I was 
not below in the parlour, I would not fuffer myfelf 
‘to be called to him: Altho’ I thought it would be an 
affeftation,; which. would give him advantage rather 
than thé contrary, if I had left company when he 
came in; or .refufed to enter into it, when I found: 
he would ftay any time.. a Be 


My brother heard me out with fuch a kind of im-- 


patience,. as fhew’d he was'refolved to be diflatisfy’d 
with me, fay what'I would,. The reft, as the event 
has proved, behav'd as if they would have been fatif- 

‘dy had they not further points to carry, by intimi- 


dating me. All this made it evident, as I mention’d. 


above, that they themfelves expected not my volun- 


tary compliance ; arid was a tacit confeffion of the dif- . 


agreeablenefs of the perfon they had to propofe. .- 


I was no fooner filent, than my brother {wore, al-- 


tho’. in my papa’s prefence (fwore, uncheck’d either 


by. eye or countenance), That, for his part, he would - 
never be reconciled to that libertine: And that he would. 
renounce me for a fifter, if I encouraged the addrefles - 


of a man fo obnoxious to them all. 


A man who had like to have been my: brother’s 


murderer, my f/fer faid, with a face even burfting 
with reftraint of paffion, © . . 
| ‘The 
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The poor Bella has, you know, a plump, high- 
fed face, if I may be allow’d the expreffion.— You, 
I know, will forgive me for this liberty of fpeech, 
fgoner than I can myfelf: Yet, how can one be fuch 
a reptile, as not to turn when trampled upon !— 
-. My papa, with vehemence both of ation and voice 
(my father has, you know, a terrible voice, when 
he is angry !), told me, -that I had met with too much 
indulgence, in being aflow’d to refufe this gentleman, 
and the other gentleman; and it was now 4is turn to 
be obey’d. | 

Very true, my mamma faid :—And hoped his will 
would not now be difputed by a child fo favour’d. © 
. Fo fhew they were all of a fentiment, my uncle 
Harlowe faid, He hoped his beloved niece only wanted 
to know her papa’s will, to obey it. . 
_ And my uncle Antony, in his rougher manner, 
That I would not give them reafon to apprehend, that 


I thought my grandfather’s favour to me had made 


- 


me independent of them all.—If I did, he could tell 


me, the will could be fet afide, and /bould. | 


I was aftonifh’d, you muft needs think.—Whofe 
addreffes now, thought I, is this treatment prepara- 
tive to !— Mr..Wyerley’s again !—or whofe ?—And 


then, as high comparifons, where /e/f is concern’d, 
- fooner than low, come into young peoples heads ; 


be it for whom it will, this is wooing as the Englifh 
did for the heirefs of Scotland in the time of Edward. 
the fixth.—But that it could be forSolmes, how fhould 
it enter into my head? 

I did not know, I faid, that I had given occafion 
for this harfhnefs ; I hoped I fhould always have a juft 
fenfe of their favour to me, fuperadded to the duty I | 
ow’d as a daughter anda niece: But that I was fo 
much furprifed at a reception fo unufual and unex- 
pected, that I hoped my papa and mamma would 
give me lcave to retire, in order to recollect myfelf. . 


7 No 
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No one gainfaying, I made my filent compliments, 
and withdrew ;—leaving my brother and fifter, as I 
thought, pleafed; and as if they wanted to congratu- 
late each other on having occafioned fo fevere a begin- 
ning to be made with me. 

.. I went up to my chamber, and there, with my 
faithful Hannah, deplor’d the determin’d face which 
the new propofal, it was plain they had to make me, 


_ wore. 


_ I had not recover’d myfelf ‘when I was fent for 
down to tea. I bege’d, by my maid, to be excus’d 
attending : But, on the repeated command, went 
down, with as much chearfulnefs as I could affume ; 
and had a new fault.to clear myfelf of : For my bro- 
ther, fo pregnant a-thing is determin’d ill-will, by 
intimations equally rude and éntelKigible, charg’d my 
defrre of being excas’d coming down, to fullens, be- 
caufe a certain perfon had been fpoken againft, upon 
whom, as he fuppofed, my fancy ran. . 
...1 could eafily anfwer you, Sir, faid I, as fuch a 
reflection deferves: But I forbear. If I do not find 
a brother in yor, you fhall-have a fifter in me. - 
Pretty meeknefs! Bella whifperingly fatd; looking 
at my brother, and lifting up her lip in contempt.. _ 
He, with an imperious air, bid me deferve his love, 
and I fhould be fure to have it. ne 
As we fat, my mamma, in her admirable manner, 
expatiated upon brotherly and fifterly love; indul- 
gently blam’d my brother and fifter upon having taken 
up difpleafure too lightly againft me; and politically, 
if 1 may fo fay, anfwer’d for my obedience to my 
papa’s will._—Tben it would be all well, my papa was 
pleas’d to fay : Then they foould dote upon me, was my 
brother’s expreffion: Love me as well as ever, was my 
fifter’s: And my uncles, That I fhould then be the 
pride of their bearts.—But, alas! what a forfeiture of 
all thefe muft I make ! : : , 


This 
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- Th was the i ai [ had on my: seturn from 


you! } . 


Mr. Solmes came in before we-had done tea. My 
uncle Antony prefented him to me, as a gentleman he 
had a particular friendfhip for. My uncle Harlowe 
in terms equally favourable for hiny. My father faid, 
Mr. Solmes is ‘my friend, Clariffa Harlowe. My 
mamma look’d at- him, ' and’ look’d at me, now-and- 
then, as he fat near me, I thought with concern.—I 
at her, with eyes appealing for pity.—At dim, when 
I could glance at him, with difguft, little fhort of 
affrightment. While my brother and fifter Mr. So/mes’d> 
him, and Sirr’d-him up, with high favour. So ca- 
refs’d, in fhort, by all;— yet fueha wretch !|—~ But 
Twill at prefent only add, M+ huftitble thanks and 
duty to your honour’d mamma (ta whom I wilt par. 
ticularly write, to-exprefs the aro Tene i have of 
her goodnefs te mre) ; 3 and that 

Yur ever sbligda ea 
Ci. HARLOWE,, 


: L ET TI E R- vit: ee 
Mi CLarissa HARLOWE, Te. Mifs Howe. - 
«Reb: 24. 
H E Y drive on here at a furious rate. The 
man lives here, I think. He courts them, and 
ig more and more a favourite. Such terms, fuch fet- 
tlements! That’s the cry!i.-- - 

O, my déar, that I had not reafon to deplore the 
family fault, ‘immenfely rich as they-all are! But this 
¥ may the ‘more unrefervedly fay to you, as we have 
often join’d in the fame concern : I; "for a father and 
uncles; you, fora mother; in in -every- other refpect 
fauitlefs. 

Hitherto, I feem to be delivered over to my- bro- 
ther, who pretends as great love to me as ever. - 

ou 
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; You may believe, I have been very fineere with 
him. But he affects to railly me, and not to believe 
it poffible, that oné, fo dutiful and fo difcreet as his 
fifter Clary, can refolve to difoblige all her friends. 
Indeed, I tremble at the profpeét before me; for 
it is evident, that they are ftrangely determin’d.  __ 
My father and mother induftrioufly avoid giving 
me opportunity of fpeaking to them alone. They afk 
not for my approbation, intending, as it fhould feem, 
to /uppofé me into their wil]. And with them I thall 
hope to prevail, or with no-body. They have not 
the intercf in compelling me, as my brother and fifter 
have: J fay lefs therefore to them, referving my whole 
force for an audience with my father, if he will per- 
mit me a patient ear.. How difficult is it, my dear, 
to give a negative, where both duty and inclination 
join to make one with to obligel— 
I have already ftood the fhock of three of this man’s 
particular vifits, befides my fhare in his more general 
ones; and find it is impofhible I fhould ever endure 
him. He has but a very ordinary fhare of under- 
ftanding ; is very, illiterate; knows nothing but the 
value of eftates, and how to improve them ; and what 
belongs to land-jobbing, and hufbandry. Yet am I 
as one ftupid, I think. They have begun fo cruelly 
with me, that I have not fpirit enough to affert my 
own negative. - a oo 
_ -My good Mrs. Norton they had endeavour’d, it 
feems, to influence, before | came home: So intent 
are they to carry their point: And her opinion not 
being to their liking, fhe has been told, that fhe weuld 
do well to decline vifiting here for the prefent: Yet 


fhe is the perfon of all the world, next to my mam- _ 


ma, the moft likely to prevail upon me, were the 
-meafures they are: engag’d in, reafonable meafures ; 


_or fuch as fhe could think fo. | 


- Wet vtec, --- enim 
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My aunt likewife having faid, that fhe did not think 
her niece could ever be brought to like Mr. Solmes, 
has been obliged ‘to learn another leffon. , 

I am to have a vifit from her to-morrow. And, 
finced have refufed fo much as to hear from my bro- 
ther and fifter what the noble fettlements are to be, 
fhe is to acquaint me with the particulars; and to. 
receive from me my determination: For my father, 
Tam eld, will not have patience but to./uppo/e, that. 
I fhall ftand in oppofition to his will. 


Mean time it has been. fignify’d to me, -that it will 


"be acceptable, if I do not think.of going to church 
* next Sunday, 


- The fame fighification was made me for laft Sun- 
day ; and I obey’d. They are afpprehenfive, that Mr. 
Lovelace will be there, with defign to come home 
with me. - - ; 
Help me, dear Mifs Howe, .to a little .of -your. 
charming {pirit: I never more wanted it. 
. Theman, you may fuppofe, has no reafon to boatt 
of his progrefs with me. He has not the fenfe:to-fay 
any thing to the purpofe. His courtfhip, indeed, :1s 
to them ; and my brother pretends to court me as his 
proxy, truly! I utterly to at brother refufe his appli- 
cation; but .thinking a perfon fo well received, and 
recommended, by ail my family, intitled to good man- . 
ners, all I fay againft him is affectedly attributed to 


: coynefs: And he, not being fenfible of his own im- 
- perfections, believes that my avoiding him when I 
* can, and-the referves I exprefs, are owing to nothing 


on oh 


elfe :——F or, as I faid, all his courtthip is to them ; and 


T have no opportunity of faying No, to.one who afks 
me not the queftion. And fo, with an air of. manni/h 


fuperiority, he feems rather to pity the.bafhful girl, 
than apprehend that he fhall not fucceed. 


February 
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0. Bebruary. 2.5. 

_ [have had the expected conference with my aunt.’ 

I have been obliged to hear 'the :man’s propofals 
from her; and all their motives for efpoufing him as 
they do. I am even loth to mention, how equally 
unjuft it is for him to make fuch offers, or for thofe 
I am baund to reverence to accept of them. I hate 
him more than before. One great eftate is already 
obtained at the expence of the relations to it, tho’ 
diftant relations ; my brother’s, I mean, by his gad+ 
mother: And this has given, the: hope, however. ¢hi- — 
merical that hope, of procuring others ; and. that my 
own, at leaft, may revert to the family: And yet 
in my opinion, the world is. but one great family : 
Originally it was{o; *Vhat then, is this narrow fel 
nefs that reigns in us, but selationthip remembre 
againtt relationfhip forgot? 

But here, upon my abfolute réfufal of -him ipo 
any terms, have I had a fignification made me, thet 
wounds me to the heart. How can I tell ityou? Yet 
I muft. It is, my dear, that I muft not, for a month 
_to come, or till licence obtained, comefpend with any 
et) out of the houfe. 

_ My brother, upon my aunt's report (ntade, how- 
ever, a3 I am informed, in the gentleft manner; aa 
even giving remote hopes, which fhe had no-com- 
miffion from me to give), brought me, in authoritative 
terms, the prohibition. 

Not to Mifs Howe? faid 1. 

No, not to Mifs Howe, Madam, tauntingly : For 
have you not acknowleg’d, that Lovelace is a fa- 
vourite there? . | 

See, my dear Mifs Howe ! | 

And do you think, brother, this is the way | Pane 

Do you loak to that.—But your letters will be fick 
I can tell you.u—And away he flung. 

My fifter came to me foon after.—Sifter Clary, you 
are .gemg on in a fine ways . I underftand. But, as 

there 
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there are people who. are fuppofed to harden you 


againft your duty, I am to tell you, that it will be 
taken well, if you avoid vifits or vifitings for a week 
or two, till further order. | 
. Can this be from thofe who have authority— 
. Ask them; ask them, child, with a twirl of her 
finger.—TI have deliver’d my meflage.. Your papa will 
be obey’d. He is willing to hope you to be all obe- 
dience; and would prevent all inestements to refrac- 
torinefs. oe 

I knew. my duty, I faid; and hoped I fhould not find 
impofiible conditions annexe, to it. . 3 

A pert young creature, vain and conceited, the 
called me. I was the only judge, in my own wife opi- 
nion, of what was right and fit. She, for her part, 
had long feen through my fpeciaus ways: And now I 
fhould fhew every-body what I was at bottom. 

Dear Bella, faid I! hands and eyes lifted up,—why 
all this?-—-Dear, dear Bella, why— 7 

None of your dear, dear Bella’s to me.—I tell you, 
I fee thro’ your wittchcrafts— That was her ftrange 
word: And away fhe flung; adding, as fhe went,— 
And fo will every-body elfe very quickly, | dare fay. 
_ Blefs me, faid I to myfelf, what-a fifter have 1 !— 

ow have I deferv’d this? Then I again regretted my. 
grandfather’s too diftinguifhing ‘gopdnefs to me. 


| Feb. 2.5.3” the evening. a 
What my brother and fifter have faid againft me, I 


cannot tell:—But I am in heavy difgrace with my 


a. , 7 
I was fent for down to tea. I went with a very 


-chearful afpe&: But had occafion foon to change it. 


Such a folemnity in every-body’s countenance |——- - 
My mamma’s eyes were fixed upon the tea-cups ; and 
when fhe looked up, it was heavily, as if her eye- 
lids had weights upon them; and then not to me. 
My papa fat half-afide in his elbow-chair, oe 

oo : | € 
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- head might be-turn’d from me; his hands folded, and 
waving, as it were, up and dewn ; his fingers, poor 
dear gentleman! in motion, as if angry to the very 
ends of them. My fifter fat fwelling. My brother 
looked: at me with fcorn, having meafured me, as I 
may fay, with his eyes, as I enter’d, from head to 
foot. My aunt was there, and looked upon me, as 
if with kindnefs reftrained, bending coldly to my com- 
pliment to her, as fhe fat; .and then caft an eye farft on 
my brother, then on my fifter, as if to give the rea- 
fon (fo I am willing to conftrue it) of her unufual 
ftiffnefs:-—Blefs me, my dear! that they fhould choofe 
to intimidate rather than invite a mind, till now, not - 
thought either unperfuadable or ungenerous !— 

I took my feat. Shall I make tea, Madam, to my 
mamma ?— I always ufed, you know, my dear, to 
make tea. . 

No! a very fhort fentence, in one very fhort word, . 
was the expreflive anfwer: And fhe was pleafedtotake . 
the canifter in her own hand. | 
_ My fifter’s Betty attending, my brother bid her go: 
-—He would fill the water. — 

My heart was up at my mouth. I did not know 
what to do with myfelf. What is to follow? thought I. 
- Juft after the fecond difh, out ftept my mamma.— _ - 
A word with you, fiter Hervey! taking her in her 
hand. Prefently my fifter dropt away. Then my © 
brother. So I was left alone with my papa. : 

He looked fo very fternly, that my heart failed me, 
as twice or thrice i would have addrefled myfelf to ~ 
him: Nothing but folemn filence on all hands havéng 
pafled before. | ) 

At laft, I afked, If it were his pleafure, that I fhould 
pour him out another difh? ; 

He anfwer’d me with the fame angry monofyllable, - 
which | had received from my mamma before;'and 
then arofe, and walked about the room. I arofe toa, . 
with intent to throw myfelf at his feet; but was too _ 

2 — much — 
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‘thuch ovér-awed by his fternnefs, even to make fuch 


an exprefon.of:my duty to him, as ‘my heart over- 
flowed with. 
At laft, as he fupported himfelf, becaufe of his 


‘gout, on the: back of a chair, I took a kttle more 


‘Courage 3 and approaching him, befought him to ac~ 
quaint me, in what I had offended him? 

He turn’d from me, and, ina {trong voice, Cla 
niffa Harlowe, faid he, know, that I will be obey’d. - 

God forbid; Six, ‘that you fhould not !—I have. ne» 
ver yet oppofed your will 

No or I your ‘whimfies, Clarifla.Harlowe, inter 
¥apted he.— Don’t let merun the fate of all who fhew 
indulgence to your fex;. To be the more contradicted 
fer mine to you. 

My papa, you know, my dear, has not (any more 
‘than my brother) a kind opinion of our fex; altho’ 

‘there is not a more condefcending wife in the world 
than my mamma. 

I was going to. make proteftations of duty.— —No 
proteftations, girl !~-No words.—I will not be prated 
‘to!—I will be obey’d !—TI have no child:—I will havé 
‘no child, but an obedient one. 

Sir, you never had reafon, I hope— 

Tell me not what never bad, but what I have, 
and what I /beil have:-—~ 

_ Good Sir, be-pleafed to-hear me— My brother and 
my. fifter, I fear— 

Your brother and fifter fhall not be fpoken againtt, 
girl !—They have a juft concern for the honour of 
amy family. 

And I hope, ee 

.- Hope-nothing.—~Tell me not of. hopes, but of i 
Task nothing of you but what is in your power to 
‘comply: wish; and what it is your. duty to comply with, 

_ Then, Sir, I will comply with i it But yet J hope 
rom your goodnefs,— 

Vou lL . D . Ne 
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No expottulations !—- No dxz?’s, girl !—- No quali=* 
fyings | !— J will be obey’d, I tell you!— and chear- 
fully too !—-or you are no child of mine!— 

. I wept. 

Let me befeech you, my dear and eetiaeoared 
papa (and I dropt down on my knees) that E_ may. 
have only your’s and my mamma’s will, and not my 
eee s, to obey.— a ga going on;. but he was 
plea eafed to withdraw, leaving me on the floor ; ; faying, 

hat he would not hear me thus by fubtilty and 
cunning aiming to diftinguifh away ss) ny 3 3 ren 
peating, that he would be obey’d. 

My heart is too full ;—fo full, that it may endan- 
ger my duty, were Ito unburden it to you on this 
occafion: So I will lay down my pen. Fiaas can— 
Yet, pofitively, I will lay down my pen !— 


LETTER IX. 

Mifs Crarissa Hartowe, To Mis Howe. : 

Feb. 26. in the morning.. 

Y aunt, who ftaid here laft night, made mea 

vifit this morning, as foon as it was light. She 

tells me, that I was ieft alone with my papa yefterday 

on purpofe that he might talk with me on my expected 

obedience ; but that heown’d he was put befide his pur-. 

pofe by reflecting on fomething my brother had told 

him in’ my disfavour, and by his- impatience but ta- 

fuppofe, that fuch a gentle fpirit as mine had hitherto 

fcem’d to be, fhould prefume to difpute his will, ina 

point where the advantage of the whole family was ta. 
be fo greatly promoted by my compliance. 

I find, by a few words which dropt from her un- 
awares, that they have all an abfolute dependence upon 
what they fuppofe to be a meeknefs in my temper. 
But in this they may be miftaken; for I verily think, 
upon a ftrict examination of mytelf, that I have. a: 

Me 


Mis Clariffa Harlowe. ou 
~  ‘moft asmuch in me of my father’s as of my mother’s 
z family. a8 a oe 

My uncle Harlowe, it feems, ts againft driving me — 
upon extremities: But his unbrotnerly nephew has. 
=. engaged,.that the regard I “have for my reputation, 
xs and my principles, will: bring me round to my duty, | 
that’s the expreffion. Perhaps I fhall have reafon to 
+ wifh I had not known this. | | | | 
=. My aunt advifes'me to fubmit, for the prefent, to 
i the interdi€ts they have laid me under; and, indeed, - 
to encourage Mr. Solmes’s addrefs.. I have abfolutely 
refufed the latter, let what will, as I have told her, 
& be the confequence.. The vifiting prohibition I will. 
.: conform to. But-as to that of not correfponding with. 
-, you, nothing but the menace, that our letters fhall 
be intercepted, can engave my obfervation of it. 

She believes, that this order is from my father, 
without confulting my mother upon it: And that 
purely, as fhe fuppofes, in confideration. to me, left. 
J fhould mortally offend him; and this from the in-. 

~ itements of other people ( meaning you and Miis 
x Lloyd, I make no doubt), rather than by my own will, 
: For ftill, as fhe tells me, he fpeaks kind and p:.-ifeful 
« things of me. Tonk | 
me Here is clemency! Here is indulgence !~And fo 
it is, “I’o prevent a headitrong child, as agood prince 
would with to do difaffected fubjeéts, from running 
~ into rebellion, and fo forfeiting every-thing! But 
+ this ts aH my brother’s young man’s wifdom; a 
s plotter without a head, and a brother without a 
How happy might I have been with any other bro- 
, ther i the world, but Mr. James Harlowe; and with 
wy other fifter, but Ais fifter! Wonder not, my . 
dear!’ that I, who ufed to chide you for thefe fort . 
of liberties with my relations, now am more un- . 
,, dutiful than you ever were unkind. I cannot beer the 
, thought of being ae the principal pleafure of 
| 2 my 
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my life; for fuch is your coriverfation. by perfon and 
by letter. And who befides can bear to be made the 
dupe of fuch low cunning, operating with fueh high 
_and arrogant paffions ? | | 
But can you, my dear Mifs Howe, condefcend to 
carry on a private correfpondence with me? If you 
«an, there is one way I have thought of, by which it 
smay be done. . . 
You muft remember the Green Lane, as we call it, 
that runs by the fide of the wood-houfe and poultry- 
-yard, where I keep my bantams, pheafants, and pea- 
hens, which generally engage my notice twice a-day3 
the more my faveurites, becaufe they were my grand- 
father’s, and recommended to my care by him and 
therefore brought hither from miy dairy-houfe, fince 
this death, 


. The lane is lower than the floor of the wood-houfe; 


cand in the fide of the wood-houfe thé boards are rotted 
away down to the floor, for half an ell-together, in 
feveral places. Hannah can ftep into the lane, and 
gmake a mark with chalk where a letter or parcel 
_ may be puff'd in, under fome fticks; which may be 
fo managed, as to be an unfufpected cover for-the 


aritten depofites from either. : 


: a | 
T HAVE been juft now to look at the place, and find 
it will anfwer. So your faithful Robert may, without 


coming near the houfe, and as only paffing thro’ the: 


gteen lane, which Jeads to two or three farm houfes 
{out of livery, if you pleafe), very eafily take from, 
thence my letters, and depofite yours. 
‘This place is the more.convenient, becaufe it is fel- 
dom reforted to, but by myfelf or Hannahy.on the 
above-mentioned. account ; for it is the general -{tore- 
houfe for fiting ; the wood for conftant ufe being nearet 
the houfe. - ve | 


One — 
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 -One corner of this being feparated off for the reoft- 
ing-place ‘of my little poultry, either fhe or I fhall. 
imever want a-pretence to go thither. 

- Try,:my dear, the fuccefs of a letter this way; 


:and give me-your opinion and advice what to do, in 


this difpraceful fituation, as I cannot but call it; and 
-what you think of my profpects ; and what you would 
doin:my cafe. . -_ oa 
But, before-hand, I muft tell you, that your ad- 
‘vice muft not run in favour of thisSolmes: And yet it’ 
is very likely they will endeavour to engage your 
mamma, in order to induce you, who have fuch an: 
‘influence over.me, -to favour him, 
~ -Yet, on fecohd' ‘thoughts, if you incline to that 
fide .of the queftion, I would have you write your 
“whole mind. Determin’d,.as I] think Iam, and can- 
not help it, I would at leaft give a patient hearing to 


“whet may befaid-on the other fide. For-my regards 


are not fo much engag’d- (upon: my word, they are 


-not ; IT know not myfelf if they be) to another-per- 


“fon, as fome of-my friends fuppofe; and as you, give- 
‘ing way to your lively vein, upon his laft vifits, af- 


-fe&ed to fuppofe. What preferable favour I may 
_have'fer‘him to any other perfon, 1s owing more to. 


the ufage he has received, and for my fake borne, | 

than to any perfonal confideration, 

_ I write a few lines of grateful acknowlegement to 

your marama for her favours to me.in the late happy 

period. I fear I thall never know fuch another !—I 

‘hope ‘fhe will forgive me, that I did not write fooner. 
“Fhe bearer, if fufpeéted and examin’d, is to pro- 


~ duce that, asthe only onehe carries. Hew do need- 


‘defs watchfulnefs and undue reftraint produce artifice 
sand contrivance! I fhould abhor thefe clandeftine 


- eorre{fpondencies, were they not foreed upon me.. 


‘They -have'fo mean, fo low’an appearance, to myfelf, . 
that I think I ought not ‘to: expeét, that you fhould 
take part in them. are 8 
3 : D 3 : But 
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But why (as I have alfo expoftulated with 
-aunt) muft I be pufhed into a ftate, which, altho” 
reverence, I have no wifh to enter into? —Why fhould 
not my brother, fo many years older, and fo earneft 
to fee me engaged, be firft engaged ?—-And, if net 
fo, why not my fifter be firft provided for ? 
- But here I conclude thefe unavailing expoftulations, 
with the affurance, that I am, and ever will be, 
Your affectionate 


CLARISSA HARLOWE, 


LETTER X. , 

Mifs Howe, To A&/fs CLarissA HARLOWE. 

| . Febr. 23. 

HAT odd heads fome people have !— Miss. 

: Clariffa Harlowe to be facrificed in marriage 
to Mr. Roger Solmes! Aftonifhing ! 

I muff not, hen fay, give my advi 
this man |.—. You now half-convince me, my dear, 
. that you are ally’d to the family that could think of 
fo prepofterous a match, or you. could never have 
had the leaft notion of my advifing in his favour. 

Ask me for his picture: You know I have a goed 
hand at drawing an ugly likenefs. But Pll feea litde 
farther firft: For who knows what may happen; 
- fince matters are in fuch a train ; and fince you have 
not the courage to oppofe fo overwhelming a torrent. 

You ask me to. help you to a little of my fpirit. 
Are you in earneft? But it will not now, I doubt, 
. do you fervice.—It will not fit naturally upon yeu. 
. You are your mamma’s girl, think what you will, 
. and have violent. {pirits to contend with. Alas! my 
_dear, you fhould have borrowed. fome of mine a 
little fooner ; —-that is to fay, before you had given 
_ the management of your eftate into the hands of thofe 
who think they havea prior claimto it. What, tho’ 


ce in favour of 
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a father’s ?— ‘Has not that father two elder children ? 

-—And do they not both bear his ftamp and unage, 

more than you dof— Pray, my dear, call me not to 

account for this free queftion ; left your application of 
my meaning prove to be as fevere as that. 

Now I have launch’d out a little, indulge me one 
sword more in the fame ftrain: I will be decent, I pro- 
-mife’ you-x— I think you might have known, that 
AVARICE and Envy are two paffions that are not to 
‘be fatisfy’d, the one by giving, the other by the en- 
vied perfon’s continuing to deferve and excel. — Fuel, 
fuel both, all the world over, to flames infatiate and 
,devouring. = 

But fince you ask for my opinior, you muft tell 
-me all you know or furmife of the/r inducements. 
And if you will not forbid me to make extracts from 

our letters, for the entertainment of my coufin in the 
Aittle ifland, wno longs to hear more of your affairs, 
it will be very obliging. : 
_ But you are fo tender of fome people, who have no 
.tendernefs for any body but themfelves, that I muft 
‘conjure you to fpeak out. Remember, that a friend- 
‘fhip like ours admits of no referves. You may truft 
my impartiality: It would be an affront to your own 
-judgment, if you did not: For do you not a my 
-advice?- And have you not taught me, that friend- 
‘fhip fhould never give a bias againft juftice ?— Juttify 
them therefore, if you can. - Let us fee if there be any 


_ fenfe, whether fufiicient reafon or not, in their choice. 


. At prefent, I cangot (and yet I know a good deal of 
-your family) have any conception, how a// of them, 
your mamma in particular, and-your aunt Hervey, can 
join with the reft againft judgments given. As to 
fame of the others, I cannot wonder at any thing 


»they do, or attempt todo, whereSelf is concern’d.: 


ou ask, Why may not your brother be firft en- 
-gag’d in wedlock ?—TI’ll tell you why : His temper and 
his arrogance are. too well known to induce women. he 

, D «4. _ would 
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would a(fpire to, to receive his addreffes,. notwith- 
ftanding his great. independent acquifitions, and ftill: 
greater profpects. Let me tell you, my dear, thofe 
acquifitions have given him. more pride, than reputa- 
tion. . To me he 1s the moft intolerable creature that 
Dever faw. The treatment: you blame, he - merited 
from one whom he would have addrefled with’ the air 
ofa perfon intending to confer, -rather.than hoping to. 
yeceive a favour. J] ever hoved to mortify proud and 
anfolent fpwits; What, think.you, makes me bear 
Hickman near me, but that the man is humble, and 
knows his diftance? ‘ er : 
As to your queftion, Why your elder fifter may — 
not be firlt provided for? I anfwer, Becaufe fhe muft - 
have no man, but who has a great and clear eftate ;. 
that’s one thing. Another is, Becaufe fhe has -a 
younger fifter:—Pray, my dear, be fo good.as to tell 
me, What man of a great and clear eftate would think 
of that elder fifter, while the younger were fingle? 
You are all too rich to be happy, ohild. For. muft © 
not each of you, by the conftitutions.of your family, 
.marry to be /fi/l richer? People who know in: what. 
_ their main excellence confifts are not to be blam’d (are 
they?) for cultivating and improving what they think 
moft valuable? Is true happinefs any part of your family- 
view ?—sSo far from it, that none of your family, -but 
yourfeif, could be happy were they not rich. So let 
them fret on, grumole and grudge,. and accumulate ; 
and wondering what ails them that they have not hap- 
pinefs when they have riches, think the caufe ts ‘want 
of more ; and fo go on heaping up, till death, as greedy 
an accumulator as themfelves, gathers them into his 

arner | , 

_ Well then once more, I fay,.do you, my dear, tell 
se what you know of their avewed and. general mo- 
tives; and I will tell you more-than you will tell me of 
their failings ! Your aunt Hervey, you fay, (a) has told 
you s—Why, as I hinted above, muft Lask, you to-let 
(a) Seep.46. - , _ ane 
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‘me know them; when you condefcend to ask my ad- 
vice on the occafion? a 

‘That they prohibit your correfponding with me, is 


‘a wifdom [ neither wonder at, nor blame them for : 
“Since it.is an evidence to: me, that they know their 
“own folly: And if they do, is it “{trange that they 


fhould be afraid to truft another’s judgment upon it ? 
I am glad you have found out a way to correfpond 


‘with me. I approve it much. I fhall more, if this — 


‘farft tryal of it proves fuccefsful. “But fhould it not, . 
and fhould it fall into their hands, it would not con- - 


cern me, but for your fake. | 


-We had heard. before you wrote, that all was notright 
between your relations and you, at your corning home: © 
‘That Mr. Solmes vifited you, and that with a profpect » 
of fuccefs. But I.concluded, the miftake lay in the per- - 

fon; and that his‘addrefs was to Mifs Arabella: And in-- 
~deed had fhe been as good-natur’d as your plump ones | 
generally are, I fhould- have thought her too good for 
“him ‘by ‘half Thought I, this mu/? be the thing; and 
‘my .beloved friend is.fent for to advife and affift in her 
‘nuptial preparations. . Who knows, faid | to my mam- 
‘ma, but that, when the man has thrown afide his yel- 
‘low, full-buckled peruke, and his broad-brimm’d bea-.- 
ver, both of which I fuppofe were Sir Oliver’s Beft df 
‘Jong ftanding, he may cut a tolerable figure dangling | 
to church with Mifs Bell ! — “The woman, as fhe-ob- 
‘férves, fhould exce] the man in features: And where . 
can fhe match:fo well for a foil ? | | 
I indulged this furmize againft rumour, ' becaufe I 
could not believe, that the abfurdeft people in Eng-_ 
‘Tand could be fo very .abfurd, as to think of this man 
for you. . ; Dan 
We heard moreover, that you received no vifitors : 

I could affign-no reafan for this; except that the pre- 
‘parations for your fifter were to be private, and the 
‘ceremony fudden: 'Mifs Lloyd-and Mifs Biddulph 
‘wrere-with. me to inquire what I’knew of this ; and -of 

| a. aa your 
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your not being at Church, either morning or afternoons, 
the Sunday after your return from us; to the difap- 
pointinent of a little hundred of, your admirers, to ufe 
their words. It was eafy for me to guefs the reafon to 
be what you confirm:-—~- Their apprehenfions. that 
Lovelace would be there, and attempt to wait on. you 
home... _ | iii - Ai = i a 
My mamma takes very kindly. your, compliments in 


ey letter to her. Her words upon reading it were. 


Mifs Clarifla Harlowe is an admirable young lady: 
‘ Where-ever fhe goes, fhe confers a fayour:. Whom- 
‘ever fhe leaves, fhe fills with regret.’—And then a 


little comparative reficction; * O my Nancy,,that you. 


‘had a little of her fweet obligingnefs!” 


No matter, The praife was yours.. You are me. 


_and I enjay’d it. The more enjoy’d it,, becaufe—fhall 
I tell you the truth ?—Becaufe I think myfelf. as, well 
as I am— Were it but. for this reafon; That had L 
twenty brother James’s, and twenty fifter Bell’s, not 
one of them,. nor all of. them join’d together,, would 
dare to treat me, as yours prefume to treat you. The 
perfon who will. bear much fhall have much to bear, 
all the world thro’: ’ Tis your own fentiment, grounded 
upon the ftrongeft inftance that can be given in your 
own family ; tho’ you have fo little improv’d by it... 


The refult.is. this, That Iam fitter for ths world. 


than you: You for the mext,than me ;—that’s the dif- 
ference.—But long, long, for my fake,. and for hun- 
“dreds of fakes, may it be, before you-quit.us for com- 
pany mere. congenia!, and more worthy of you!—- 


I communicated to my mamina the account yop 


give of your -ftrange reception; alfo what a horrid 
wretch they have found out for you; and the com- 
pulfory treatment they give.you. It only fet her on 
magnifying her lenity to me, on my tyrannical beha- 


‘viour, as fhe wei? call it (mothers muft have their way, | 


you know), to the man fhe fo warmly recommends, 
again{t whom, it {eems, there can be np juft exception ; 


and. 
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. and. expatiating upon the complaifance I owe her for 
-her indulgence. So I believe I muft communicate to 
- hex, nothing farther,—efpecially as I know fhe would 
- ¢ondemn the correfpondence between us, and That 
. between you and Lovelace, as a clandeftine and undu- 


tiful thing: For duty implicit is her cry. And more- 


. over fhe lends a pretty open ear to the preachments of 


that ftarch old bachelor your uncle Antony; and for 


-an example to her daughter, would be more careful 
-how fhe takes your part, be the caufe-ever fo juft. 
Yet is not this right policy neither. For people who 


will allow nothing, will be granted nothing: In other 


.words,. thofe who aim at carrying too many points 


will not be able to carry any; a 
_ But can you divine, my dear, what that old preach-- 
ment-making plump-hearted foul, your uncle Antony, 


ing and {miling between my mamma and 


_means, oy his. frequent amblings hither ?— There is 


fuch fm 


-him 1. Such mutual praifes of ceconomy ; and ¢ That is 


©my way!’—and ‘¢ This Ido!’=—and ‘ lam glad it 
‘© has your approbation, Sir !’— and * You look into 
“every thing, Madam !’— * Nothing would be done, 
©if Ldid.not!’— Such exclamations againft fervants’: 
Such. exaltings of felf!— And dear-heart, and good- 
back !—-and ’las-a-day!—-And now and then their con- 
verfation finking into a whifpering accent, if 7 come 
crofs them!— I'll tell you, my dear, I don’t. above 
half like it. Ske 7 | : 
Only: that thefe-old bachelors ufually take as many 
ars to refolve upon matrimony, as they can rea. 
fonably expe& tolive; or I-fhould be ready to fire 
aipon his vifits ;.and recommend Mr. Hickman,. asa 
much properer man, to my mamma’s acceptance : 
For what he wants in years, he makes up in gravity: 


‘And if you will not chide me, I will fay, That there 
'is.a primnefs in doth, efpecially when the man has 


prefumed too much with me upon my mamma’s favour 
der him, and is under difcipline on that account,. as 
7 D 6. makes 
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makes them feem near of kin: And then in-contem- 


plation of my faucinefs, and what they both bear frem ; 


It, they figh away!— and feem fo mightily:te com- 
paffionate cach other, that if Pity.be. but-one rentove 
from Love, I am in no danger, while they both are.in 
‘a great deal,.and don’t know it. 


Now, my dear, I know you will be upon me: with | 
your grave airs: So in for the lamb, as the-faying is, | 


in for the fhecp ; and do you yourfelf look about you: 


For Pil bave a pull with you, by way of being afore-. 


hand. Hannibal, we read, always advifed to attack 
the Romans upon their own territories. - 


You are pleafed to fay, and. upomyour word too pce 


That your regards (a mighty quaint word for affee- 
sions) are not Jo much engag’d, as fome of your freends. 
Juppofe, to another per fon. What need you give one 
to imagine, my dear, that the laft month or two has 
been a period extremely favourable to that other per- 
fon !—whom it has made an obliger of the niece. for 
his patience with the uncles. 

But, to p-fs that by,— Se much engag "d |— How 
much, my dear? Shall I infer? Some of your Loe 
fuppofe a great deal.— You feem to own @ isttle. 

Don’t be angry. It is all fair: Becaufe you have 


not acknowleg’d to me That “ttle. People, I have 


heard you fay, who affect fecrets dik excite Cu- 
riofity. 

But you proceed with a kind of “drawback upen 
your averrment, as if recollection had given you a: 
doubt.— You know not yourfelf, if they be [fo much 
engag’d]. Was it neceflury to fay This, to me ?— 
and to fay it upon your word too !— But you know. 
beft.— Yet you don’t neither, I believe. For a be- 


ginning Love is acted by a fubtile fpirit;. and often-. 


times difcovers itfelf to a by{tander, when the perfor: 
poflcfs’d (why fhould I not call it pleas ?) knows 

not it has fuch a demon. . 
But further you fay, es PREFERABLE favour 
you 
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yormay have for him, to any eter perfon, ts owing 


 -wmore to the ufage he has received, and for-your fake 


borne,-than to any perfonal confederation. 

-~"Phis is generoufly faid.: Ft isin chara€ter. But, 
&) my ‘friend, depend: upon it; you are in ‘danger, 
Depend -upon: it, whether you know it or not,: you 
area little in for’t. Your native generofity and great- 
nefs of mind indangér you : - All your friends, by fight- 
ing againf? him with mnpolitic violence, fight for rn. 
And Lovelace, my life for yours, notwithftanding 
all his veneration and affidutties, has feen further than 
that veneration and ‘thofe.afliduittes (fo well calculated 
te your meridian) will det him own he has feen.— 
Has feen, in fhort, that his ‘work is doing for him more 
efeétually than ne could do it for himfelf. And have 
you not before now ‘faid, ‘That nothing is fo pene- 
trating as the vanity of a lover; fince it makes the 


-perfon who has it frequently fee in his own favour 


whtat is #et; and hardly ever fail of obferving what zs. 
“And who fays Lovelace wants vanity ? aa 
. In fhort, my dear, it-is-my opinion, and that from 
the eafinefs of his heart and behaviour, that-he -has 
feen more than J have feen; more than you think 
cod be feen;— more than I believe you yourfelf 
krow, or eHé you-would have let me know it. 
Already, in order to reftrain him from -refenting the 
andignities he has received, and which are daily offer’d 
him, he has prevailed: upon you to correfpond with 
iim privately. I know the has nothing to boaft of 
from what you have written. But is not his inducing 
you torecetve his letters, and‘to.anfwer them, a great 
point gam’d *—-By your infifting, ‘that he fhould keep 
this correfpondence private, it appears, that: there is 
one ‘fecret, that you do not wifh the world fhould 
tenow : And de is'mafter of that fecret.- He is indeed 


Aimfelf, as I may’ fay, that fecret !—What an inti- 


macy does this beget for the lover ! —How is it di+ 
ftancing the parent 2 3 - 
: Xet 


62° . The Hrsrory of 


Yet who, as things are fituated, can blame you ?— 
* Your condefcenfion has no doubt hitherto prevented 
great mifchiefs: It muft be continued, for the fame 
reafons, while the caufe remains. You are drawn 
_ in by,a.perverfe fate, againft inclination: But cuftom, 
. with fuch laudable purpofes, will reconcile the incon. 
-veniency, and make an inclination. — And I would 
_advife you (as you would wifh to manage, on an oc- 
.cafion fo critical with that prudence which governs all 
. your actions) not to be afraid of entering upon a clofe 
examination into the true fprings and. grounds of this 
your genero/ity to that happy man.. 3 | 
_ It is my humble opinion, I tell you frankly, that, 
on inguiry, it will come out to be LO V E.—Don’t 
ftart, my dear |! — Has not your man himfelf had na- 
tural philofophy enough to obferve already to your 
_aunt Hervey, that Love takes. the deepeft root.in the 
_ fteadieft minds ? The duce take his fly penetration, , I 
_was going to fay; for this was fix or feven weeks ago.. 
I have been tin€tured, you know. Nor, on the 
cooleft refleftion, could I account how, and when, 
the jaundice began: But had been over head and ears, 
as the faying is, but for fome-of.that advice from you, 
‘which I now return you. Yet my.man was.not half 
fo— So what, my dear ?—.To.be fure Lovelace is a 
charming feliow.—And were he only—But I will not- 
make you glow, as you read! — Upon my word, I 
won’t.— Yet, my dear, don’t you find af your heart: 
fomewhat unufual make it go throb, throb, throb, as 
you read juft here ?—-If you do, don’t be afham’d to 
own it.—TIt is your generofity,, my love! that’s all.— 
But, as the Roman augur faid, Ceefar, beware of the 
ides of March! ' 
_ Adicu, my deareft friend, and forgive ; and very 
{peedily, by the. new-found expedient, tell me, that. 
‘you forgive Your cver-affectionate 
; | Anna Howe... 
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LETTER Xt 


. Wifes Cuarissa Hartowsg, To Mifs Howe. 


| Wednefday, March \. 


OU both nettled and alarmed me, my deareft 
Mifs Howe, by the concluding part of your laft. 
At firft reading it, 4 did not think it neceffary, faid'I 
‘to myfelf, to guard againft a critic, when I was write- 
ing to fo dear atriend. But then recollecting myfelf, 
_Is there not more in it, faid I, than the vefult of‘a 
vein fo naturally lively? Surely, I muft have been. 
“guilty of an inadvertence. -— Let me enter into the 
 clofe examination of myfelf, which my beloved friend 
_advifes. | 7 
~ Idid fo; and cannot own any of the gw, any of 
the throbs you mention. — Upon my word, 1 will re- 
_peat, I cannot, And yet the paflages in my lettef 
upon which you are fe humouroufly fevere, lay me 
fairly open to your agreeable raillery. Town they do. 
And I cannot tell what turn my mind.had ‘taken, to 
dictate fo oddly to my pen. 
_ But-pray-now- Is it. faying fo: much, when.one, 
whio_ has no very particular regard'to amy man, fays, 
There are fome who.are preferable to others ? And 1S 
it blameable to fay, Thofe are the preferable, who are 
‘not well ufed by one’s relations; yet difpenfe with. 
that ufage out of regard to one’s felf, which they would 
otherwife refentl? Mr. Lovelace, for inftance, I may 
be allow’d to. fay, is a man to be preferr’d to Mr. 
Solmes ; and: that.I dé prefer him to that man: But, 
‘furely, this may be faid, without its-being a’neceffary 
‘confequence, that one mutt be in love with him. - 
Indeed, I'would not be 2» Jove with him, as it is 
‘called, for the world: Firft, becaufe I have no opi- 
“nion of his morals ; and. think it a fault in which our 
whole family, my-brother excepted, has had a serie | 
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that he was permitted to vifit us with a hope; which, 
however being diftant, did nat, as I have -obferved 
heretofore, intitle any of us to call him to account for 
fuch of his immoralities as came to our ears. Next, 
hecamfe I think him to be a vain man, capable of tri- 


umphing, fecretly at leaft, over a perfon. whofe heat - 


the thinks he has engaged. And, thirdly, becaufe-the 
-affiduities and veneration which you impute to..him, 
_feem to carry an haughtinefs in them, as if his addrefs 
had a merit mit, that would be an equivalent for.a 
lady’s favour. In Short, he feems to me fo to behave, 
‘when moft unguarded, as if he thought himfelf above 
the very politenefs which his birth and education (per- 
haps therefore more than his chaice) oblige him to fhew. 
‘Jn other words, his very politenefs appears to me to 
be conftrained ; and, with the moft remarkably -eafy 
and genteel perfon, fomething feems to be behind in 
his manner, that is too fhudioufly kept in. Then, good- 
humour’d as he is thought to be in the main to other 
peoples fervants; and this even to familiarity (altho’, 
as you have obferv’d, a familiarity that has dignity in it, 
‘not unbecoming a man of quality), he is apt fometimes 
to break out into paffion with 47s own: An oath ora 
ccurfe follows; and fuch looks from thofe fervants gs. 
‘plainly fhew terror; and that they -fhould have far’d . 
'worfe, had they not been in-my,hearing: Witha-con- - 
“firmaticon in the mafter’s looks of a furmize too well. , 
juttify’d. | 
Indeed, my dear, THIS man isnot THE man. I 
have great objections to him. My heart throbs not 
{after him: I giw not, but with indignation against 
‘myfelf, for having given room for fuch an imputation 
But you mutt not, my deareft friend, conftruecomman 
Gratitude into Love. I cannot bear that you‘fheuld. . , 
But if ever I fhould have the misfortune to think it. . 
Love, I promife you, upon my werd, which is the fame -. 
as upon my honour, that 1 will acquaint you with it. . | 


You : 
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You bid me to tell you very fpeedily, and by the 
new-found -expedient, that Iam not difpleafed with 
you for your agreeable raillery : I difpatch this there-. 
fore immediately ; poftponing.to my next the account 
of the inducements which. my friends have to promote 
with fo much earneftnefs the addrefs of Mr. Solmes. 
Be fatisfy’d, my dear, mean time, that I am aot 
difpleafed with you: Indeed I am not: On the con- 
trary, I give you my hearty thanks for your friendly 
premonitions. And I charge you, as I have often. 
done, that if-you obferve any thing in ‘me fo very 
faulty, as would require, from you to others, in 
mry behalf, the palliation of: friendly and partial love, 
fou acquaint me ‘with: it: For, methinks, I would 
‘fo condu& myfelf, as not to give reafon even for an | 
‘adverfary to cenfure me: And how fhall fo'‘weak afd 
‘fo young a creature avoid the cenfure of fuch, if my 
friend will not hold a jooking-glafs before me, to let 
‘inedee my imperfections? : | 
Judge me then, my dear, as any indifferent perfon 
(knowing what yor know of me) would do :—I may, 
at firrft, be a little pained ; -may glow a little, perhaps, 
‘to be found lefs worthy of your friendfhip, than I wifh 
“to be; but affure yourfelf, that your kind corretion: 
will give me refle€tion, that fhall amend me. If it 
‘do not, you will have a fault to accufe me of, that. 
‘willbe utterly z2-excufable: A fault, let me -add, 
‘that fhould you not accufe me of it, if in your opi-. 
‘nion I-am guilty, you will not be fo much, fo warmly, 
“my frend, as I am yours; who have never fpar’d 
“you, you know, m deaz, on the like occafions. 


- Here I break off; to begin another letter to you; . 


-with the affurance,- mean time, that Iam, and ever - 
i ‘Your equally affectionate 
| ‘and grateful ' 
Ci. HARLOWEse 


@ 
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j . Mifs Howe, To Mifs Cuarissa HARLOWwE. © 
- a Thurfday Morn, March 2.. 
[Need you would not be in love with him for th 
) _” world !— Your fervant, my dear. Nor would! 
_baye you: For I think, with all the advantages of per- bes 
fon, fortune, and family, he is not by any means wor {i; 
thy of you. And this opinion I give as well fromthe ks 
: reafons you mention, which I cannot but confirm, a {!\ 
| from what I have heard of him but a few-hours ago t 
a from Mrs. Fortefcue, .a favourite of lady Betty Law- 3: 
! rance, who knows him well.— But let me congratu-  ; 
late you, however, on your being the firft of our fex, ° 
that ever I heard of, who has been able to turn that 
lion, Love, at her own pleafure, into a lap-dog. .-- jk 
Well but, if you have not the thrqbs and the glows, 1; 
you have not: And are not in love ; good: reafon 
‘why—becaufe you would not be in love ;. and there’s 
no more to be faid,— Only, my dear, I fhall keep a 
,good look-out upon you; and fo I hope you will <, 
upon yourfelf: For it is no manner of argument, that 
_becaufe you would not be in love, you are not.— : 
before I part intirely with this fubje€t, a word in your 
ear, my charming friend— ’Tis only by way of cau- 
_ tion, and in purfuance of the general ob/ervation, that 
a ftander-by is often a better judge of the game than ¢. 
_thofe that play. — May it not be, that you have had, ;,; 
and have, fuch crofs creatures, and fuch odd heads, ,,. 
_to deal with, as have not. allow’d you to attend to .., 
, the throbs? — Or, if you had them a little now.and . 
‘then, whether, having had two accounts to place j, 
them to, you have not, by miftake, put them tothe ». 
wrong one? ' ao : 
But whether you have a value for this Lovelace, of 
not, J know you'll be impatient to hear what Mrs. 
ae a 4 Fortefcue 
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Fortefcue as faid of him. Nor will I keep you longer 
in fufpenfe. 

An hundred wild ftories fhe tells of him, from child- 

hodd to manhood : for, as fhe obferves, having never 

been fubje&t to contradiction, he was always as mif- 


‘chievous as a monkey. But I fhall pafs over thefe 


whole hundred of his puerile rogueries, altho’ znatca- 
tive ones, as I may fay, to take notice as well of fome 


x: things you are not quite ignorant of, as of others your 


know not; and to mke a few, obfervations upon him 


Mrs. Fortefcue owns, .what every-body knows, 


, ‘that he is notorioufly, nay, avowedly, a man of plea- 
: fure; yet fays, that in.any thing he fets his heart upon, 
,- OF undertakes, he is the moft .induftrious and perfe- 
. Vering mortal under the fun. He refts, it feems, not 
; above fix hours in the twenty-four, any more than 
you. He delights.in writing. Whether at his Uncle’s, 
.or at-Lady Betty’s, or Lady Sarah’s, he has always, 


when he retires, a pen in his fingers. One of his com- 


: panions, confirming his love of writing, has told her, 
‘that his thoughts flow rapidly to his pen: And. you 
. and J, my. dear, have obferved, on more occafians 


than one, that tho’ he writes even a fine hand, he is 


- one of the -readieft and quickeft of writers. He muft — 
-indeed have had early a very dacile genius; fince a 
. perfon of his pleafurable turn, and active fpirit, could 
never have fubmitted to take long or great pains in 
. attaining the qualifications he is mafter of; qualifi- 
Cations fo feldom attainable by youth of quality and 
: fortune; by fuch efpecially of thofe of either, who, 
-like. him, have. never known what it was to be can- 
.. . trouled. | 

_- He had once the vanity, upon being complimented 
_-on thefe talents (and on, his furprifing diligence for 


aman of pleafure) to compare himfelf to Julius Ca- 
far; who perform’d. great actions by day, and wrote 
them down at night: And valucd himéelf, that. - 

| | | ouly 
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-only wanted Cefar’s outfetting, tomake a figureamong 
his cotemporaries. - 


| 


He fpoke this, indeed, fhe fays, with an -air of | 


‘pleafantry: For fhe obferved, and fo have we, that 
“he has the art of acknowleging his vanity, ‘with -fo 
‘much humour, that it fets -him above the contempt 
which is due to-vanity and felf-opmion ; and at the 
fame time half-perfuades thofe who hezr him, that he. 
‘really deferves the exaltation he gives himieif. 7 
“But .fuppofing -it tobe: true, that all: his. vacant 


nightly hours are imploy’d in writing, what canbe: his: ~ 


fubjects ? If, like Cefar, his own actions, he muft un- 
doubtedly be avery enterprifing-and very wicked man; 
fince no-body fufpects him to have a ferious turn: 
And, decent as he is in his converfatton with us, ‘His 


| 


writings are not probably fuch as will redeund either . 


“to his own honour, or to the benefit ef others, were 
they to be read. He mutt be confcious of this, - fince 
‘Mrs. Fortefcue fays, that, in the great correfpond- 
“ence by letters which he holds, he is-asfecret arid 
careful, as rf it were of a treafonable-nature ;—yet 


troubles not his head with polities, ‘the’ ne body 
‘knows the interefts of princes and courts better -than 
he oe 


‘That you and I, my dear, fhould love-to write, ‘is ; | 


no wonder. We have always, from the time each 
- could hold a'pen, delighted in epiftolary correfpend- 
encies. ‘Our employments are domeftic and: feden- 


‘tary ; and we can fcribble upon twenty innocent {ib- 
jects, and take delight in them becaufe they ere inno-  - 
cent ; tho’ were they to be feen, théy might not: — 


much profit or ‘pleafe others, ‘But-that fuck a gay, | 


lively young fellow as this, who rides, hunts,-tra- 


vels, frequents the public entertainnents, and has: - 
means to purfue his pleafures, fhould be able to fet him- 


-felf down to write for hours together, as you and I 


have heard him fay he frequently does, that is the: : 


ftrange thing. 


x 


" 
L 


{ 


ol 
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Mrs: Fortefcue fays, that he is a complete mafter 
of fhort-hand writing. By the way, what induce- 
merits could fuch a fwift writer as he have; to learn 
fhort-hand ? _ 
. She fays.(and we know it as well as fhe) that he hag. 


. a-furprifing memory ; and a very lively imagination... 


Whatever his other vices are, all the world, -as well. 


as Mrs. Fortefcue, fay, he is a fober man. And among; 
. call his bad qualities, gaming, that great wafter of time, - 
_ as well. as: fortune, is not his vice: So that he muét 
: have -his head as cool, and his reafon as clear, as the 


prime of youth, and his natural gaiety, will permit; 
and, by his early morning hours, a great portion. of 


, time upon his hands, to employ in writings or worfe. 


Mrs. Fortefcue fays, he has one gentleman, who is 


_ more his intimate and correfpondent than any of the 


. of him, and of hie affociates. I don’t find, but that 
_ man’s charaCter of him’ was in, general: pretty juft. 


4 
an 
‘oe 


yeft. You remember what his difmifs’d. bailiff faid 


Mrs, Fortefcue confirms this. part of it, that all his 


, relations are afraid of him; and that his pride fets 


oh 
a? 


> 


ve 


pi 
id 


him above owing’ obligations to therh.. She believes 
he is clear-of the world; and that he will continue fo: 


* No doubt. from the fame motive that maxes him avoid 


being oblig’d to his relations. 
A perfon willing to think favourably. of him: would. 


_ Kopey: that a rave, a learned, and a diligent man, 


P 


| camot be. naturally a bod man.—But if he be better 


| 
te 


, than. his enemnes fay he is (and, if worfe, he is bad ins. 


deed), he is guilty of an inexcufable fault, in being fo. 


. carelefs.as he is ‘of his reputation. I'think a-man can 


x) 


be. fo but from one of thefe two reafons: Either that 
he is confcious he.deferves the evil {fpoken of him ; or, 


"that he: takes. a pride in being thought worfe than he 


" ds :4+— Both very bad and threatening indications : Since 


- 


‘the firft muft fhew him to be utterly abandon’d; and | 


’ atys but natural to conchude from the other, that what _ 


| adan is not afham’d to have imputed to him, he will 


not 


f 


45 The History of - 
not fcruple to be guilty of, whenever he has oppor- 
tunity. | ed x. 2 

- Upon the whole, and upon all that I could gather: 
from Mrs. Fortefcue, Mr. Lovelace is a very faulty 
man: You and I have thought him too gay, too in- 
‘conftderate, too rafh, too little an hypocrite, to be. 
deep. You fee he never would difguife his natural 
témper (haughty as it certainly is), with refpect to 
your brother’s behaviour to him: Where he thinks a 
contempt due, he pays it to the uttermoft: Nor has 
he complaifance enough to fpare your uncles. 

But were he deep, and ever fo deep, you would 
foon penetrate him, if they would leave you to your- 
felf. His vanity would be your clue. Never man- 
had more: Yet, as Mrs. Fortefcue obferved, never 
did man carry it off fo happily. There is a ftrange: 
mixture in it of humourous vivacity : — For but one. 
half of what he fays of himfelf, when he is in the vein, 
any other man would be infufferable. nes 


Tak of the devil, is an old faying.— The lively . 
wretch has made me 4 vifit, and is but juft gone 
away. He is all impatience and refentment, at the 
treatment you meet with. and full of apprehenfions 
too, that they will carry their point with you. 

I told him my opinion, that you will never be. 
brought to think of fuch a man as Solmes; bit that it. 
will probably end in a compofition, never to have 
either. 7 | 

No man, he faid, whofe fortunes and alliances @re - 
fo confiderable, ever had fo little favour from a lady, 
for whofe fake he had borne fomuch.. | 3 


I totd him my mind, as freely as I ufedtodo. But 


who ever was ‘in fault, Self being sudge? He com- 


plain’d of fpies fet upon his conduét, and to pry into’ q 


his life -and morals; and this by your brother and 
I told 
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_ T told him, that this was very hard upon him; and’ 
the more fo, as neither the one nor the other, per- 
haps, would ftand a fair inquiry. ' | 
He fmiled, and called himfelf my fervant.—The 
occafion was too fair, he faid, for Mifs Howe, who 
never {pared him, to let it pafs.—But, Lord help their 
fhallow fouls, would I believe it? they were for turn- 
mg plotters upon him. ‘They had beft take care he 
did not pay them in theirown coin. Their hearts 
were better turn’d for fuch works, than their heads. - 
I afked him, if he valued himfelf upon having a 
head better turn’d than theirs for fuch works, as he 
call’d them? i 
He drew off: And then ran into the higheft pro- 
' feffions of reverence and affection for you. The ob- 
| ject fo meritorious, who can doubt the reality of his 
’ profeffions ? 
_ Adieu, my deareft, my noble friend !—TI love and 
' admire you for the generous conclufion of your laft 
more than I-can exprefs, Tho’ I began this letter 
with impertinent raillery, knowing that you always 
loved to indulge my mad vein, yet never was there a 
heart that more glowed with friendly love, than that 
Your own : 
ANNA Hower. 


LETTER XII. 
b MifsCrarissa Hartowe, Te Mi/s Howe. 


oa | | Wedn. March x. 
it I NOW take up my pen, to lay before you the 
’ J inducements and motives which my friends have 
{ to efpoufe fo earneftly the addrefs of this Mr. Solmes. | 
. » An order to fet this matter in a clear light, it is 
# neceflary to ga a little backwardg and even perhaps 

to mention fome things which. you already know! 
Aad fo you may look upon what Iam going to relate, 
; ae as 


4, 
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as a kind of fupplement.to my letters of the rgth. and 
2oth of January laft. | 

In thofe letters, of which I have kept rnemoran- 
dums, I gave you an account of my brother’sand fifter’s 
implacablenefs to Mr. Lovelace; and the- methods | 
‘they took (fo far as they had. then come to my know~ 
lege) to‘ruin him in‘the opinion of my other friends: _ 
‘And I told you, that after a very cold, yet not a di- 
reCtly affrontive behaviour, to him, they all of a /ud- 
‘en (0) became more violent, and-proceeded to per- 
fonal infults ; which brought on, at laft, the unhappy 
‘rencounter between .my brother and him.. 

Now you muft know, that from the laft con- 
verfation which paffed between ‘my aunt and me, it 
‘comes out, that this /udden vehemence on my bre- 
ther’s and fifter’s parts, was owing to ftronger: reafons 
‘than to the college-begun antipathy on his fide, ertoe | 
flighted love: on hers; to wit, to an apprehenfion «. 
that my uncles intended to follow my grandfather's . 
example, in my favour; at leaft,in ahigher degreethan 
they wifh they fhould: An apprehention founded, t - 
‘feems, on a converfation between my two uncles, and ~ 
my brother and fifter; which my aunt communicated. 
to me in confidence, as an argument to prevail.upan_ 
me to accept of Mr. Solmes’s xoble fettlements; ‘urging, .. 
that fuch a feafonable compliance would fruftrate my - 
brother’s and fifter’s views, and eftablifh me for ever , 
‘in the opinion and love of my father and uncles. : 

I will give you the fubftance of this communicated , 
converfation, after I- have made a brief introductory 
‘pbfervation or two: Which, however, I hardly need 
‘to make to you, whe are fo- well acquainted with us | 
all, did not the feries or thread of the ftory require-its 

-T have more than once mentioned to you the-dar 
ling view fome of us have long had-of raz/ing a family, 
as it is. called: A-reflection, as ] have often ce: 
aipon our awn, which is no inconfiderable or up 


(a) See Letter iv. p, 21, 
, 3. 
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one, on either fide: Of my mamma’s, efpecially.—' 
A view too frequently, it feems, entertained by fami- 
lies,. which having great fubftance, cannot be fatif- 
fy’d without rank and title. | 

. My uncles had once exiended this view to each of 
ys three children; urging, that.as they themfelves 
intended not to marry, we each of us might be fo 
portion’d, and fo advantageoufly matched, as that our 
pofterity, if not ourfelves,- might make a firft figure’ 
in our country —While my brother, as the only fon,’ 
thought the two girls-might be very well provided for 
by ten or fifteen thoufand pounds apiece :. And that all. 
the real eftates in the family, to wit, my grandfather’s, 
father’s, and two uncles, and the: remainder of ‘their. 
refpective perfonal eftates, together with what he had 
an expetancy of from his godmother, would make 
fuch a noble fortune, and give him fuch an intereft, 
as might intitle him to hope for a peerage: Nothing 
lefs would fatisfy his ambition. 

With this view, he gave himfelf airs very early ;: 
© That his grandfather and uncles. were his ftewards : 
¢ That no man ever had better: ‘That daughters were 
‘but incumbrances and drawbacks upon a family :’ 
And this low and familiar expreffion was often in his’ 
mouth, and utter’d always with the felf-complaifance. 
which an imagin’d happy thought can be fuppofed to 
give the {peaker ; to wit, That a man who has fons 
‘ brings -up chickens for his own table;’ (tho’ once 
Imade his comparifon ftagger with him, by afking 
him, If the fons, to make it hold, were to have their 
necks wrung off ?); ‘ whereas daughters are chickens 
‘ brought up for the tables of other men.’ This, ac- 
companied with the equally. polite refleGtion, ‘ That, 
“ to induce people to take them off their hands, the 
‘-family-ftock muft be impaired .into the bargain,’ 
ufed to put my fifter out of all patience: And altho’ 
fhe now feems to think a younger fifter only can be 
an incumbrance, fhe was then often propofing to me > 
‘ V OL. I], E to 
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to make a party in our own favour againft my bero- 
ther’s rapactous wews, as fhe ufed to .call them: 
While I was for confidering. the liberties he took of 
this fort, as the effect of a temporary :pleafantry ;. 
which in,a young man nat naturally good-humour’d, 
Twas gladto-lee; or as a fpible, that deferv’d raillery, 
but-no othernotice.’ se 
- But when my grandfather’s will (of:the purport of. 
which in my particular favour, until * was open’d, I 
was as ignorant as they:) had. lopp’d off one branch. of. 
my brother’s expectation, he was extremely diffatif- 
ve with me.. No-body indeed was.pleafed : For al-. 
o’ evety-one loved me, yet being the youngelt child, 
father, .uncles, brother, fifter, all thought themfelves: 
poftpon’d, as to. matter.of right and. power (Who loves: 
not power): And my father himfelf.cquid not ‘bear. 
that I fhould be made fole, as I may call it, and.inde-. 
pendent; for fuch the will, as to that eftate, and the 
powers it gave (unaccountably, as they. all fiid), made. 


me. . so Sita 

To abviate therefore every.one’s -jealoufy, I gave 
up to my father’s management, as.you know, not - 
only the eftate, but. the money bequeathed .me (which 
was a moiety of:what my grandfather had.by him at 
his death; the other moiety being bequeathed .to-my- 
fifter) ; contenting myéelf to take, as from his beuntyy 
what he was pleafed. to allow me, without defizing -the. 
heaft addition to my annual ftipend. And then I hoped 
E bad laid all envy.afleep: But ftill my. brether.and: fifter 
(jealous, as: now is evident, of my two. uncles favour 
for me, and. of the pleafure I:had given my father 
and them, by this a& of duty) were every-now-and- 
then oceafionally doing.me. covert il offices: Whicl» 
L.took the lefs. notice of; having, as I imagin’d, re- 
moved the cauée of their envy; and. imputed every 
thing. of that fort to the petulance they are both: pretty 
mpuch noteddor, . Bom « Sin a4 a 


My 
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My -brother’s acquifition then took place: This 
made us all very happy; and he went down to take 
poffefion of it: And his abfence (on ya an ac- 
count too) made us ftil happier —T hen follow’d Lord 
M.’s ptopofal for my ‘fifter : And this was an additronal 
felicity for the time. I have told you haw exceedingly 
good-humour’d it made my frfter. | 

You kfiow how that went of: You know what 
came Gnimitsplace. 

My brother then return’d ; and we were all wrong 
again: And Bella, as I obferv’d m my letters above- 
merttion’d, had an opportunity to give herfelf the cre- 
dit of having réfufed-Mr: Lovelace, on the fcore of his 
reputed -faulty morals. This united my brother and _ 
fifter in one caufe. - They fetthemfelves on all occa- 
fions to depreciate Mr. Lovelace, and his fantly too, 
(afamily which deferves nothing but refpect}): And 
this pave rife to the converfation I am leading to, be- 

tween my uncles and them ! Of which I now come to 
give the particulars; after I have obferved, that it hap- 


_. pen’d before the rencounter, and foon after the inquiry 


made into Mr. Lovelace’s affairs had come out better 
than my brother and frfter hoped or expected (a). 

_ Whey. were bitterly inveighing againft him, in their 
ufual way, ftrengthening their invectives with fome 
new ftories in his disfavour ; when my uncle Antony, 
ae: given them a patient hearing, declar’d, © That 
“ he thought the genttéman behav’d' like a gentléman ; 
© his niece Clary with prudence; and that a more ho- 
 nourable alliance for the family, as be had often told 
© them, could not be wifhed for: Since Mr. Lovelace 
© had a very good paternal eftate; and that, by the 
© evidence of an énemy, all clear :' Nor did it appear, 
© tha¢ he was fo bad: a'man as had been reprefented ; 
© Wild indeed ; but: it was:at'a gay time of life: He 
“ was-a mani of fenfe : And ‘he was‘fure that his niéce 
© would not have him, if fhe had not good reafon to 

| E 2 “ chink 
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76 The History of: 


© think him reform’d, or, by her own example, -likely 
© to be fo.’ . "4 fae eS 

_He then gave one inftance, my aunt told me, as a 

roof.of a generofity in his fpirit, which thew’d-him, 

faid, to be no very bad man in nature; and of a 
temper, he was pleafed to fay, like my own: Which 
was, that when he, my uncle, had reprefented to him, 
that he might, if he pleafed (as he had heard Lard M. 
fay), make three or four hundred pounds a year of his 
paternal eftate, more than he did ; he anfwer’d, * That 
“his tenants paid their rents well: That it was.a 
© maxim with his family, from which he would by no 
© means depart, never to rack-rent. old tenants, or 
© their defcendants; and that it was a pleafure to him, 
© to fee all his tenants look fat, fleek, and contented.’ 

_ Tindeed had ance occafionally heard him fay fome- 
thing like this; and thought he never loaked fo well 
as at the time ;—except once ; on this ogcafion : 

An unhappy tenant came petitioning-to my unele 
Antony for forbearance, in-Mr. Lovelage’s prefence. 
When he had fruitlefly withdrawn, Mr, hovel 
pleaded his caufe fo: well, that the man. was cal'ed in 
again, and had his fuit granted. -And Mr. Lovelace 
privately fallow’d him out, and gave him two guineas, 
for preicnt relief; the man having declared, that, at 
the time, he had not five fhillings in the world, 

' Qn this occafion, he told.my uncle of the good 
action I hinted at, and that without any oftentatious 
airs; to wit, That he had once gbferved an old tenant 
and his wife in a very mean habit at church ; -and 
queftioning them about it next day, as. he knew they 
had no hard bargain in their farm, the man faid, he 
hud done fume very foolifh things. with a good inten- 
tion, which had put him behind-hand, and he could 
not have paid his rent, and appear better. He afked 
hitn, how long it would take him to retrieve the foolifh 
{tep he had made. He faid, perhaps two or three 
years. Well then, faid he, I will abate you five pounds 


a year 


=e 
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a-year for feven years, provided you will lay it out 
- upon your wife and felf, that you may make a Sunda 
appearance dike My ‘tenants. Mean time take This 
(putting his hand in’ his pocket, and giving him five 
guineas), to put yourfelves in prefent plight; and let 
me fee you next Sunday at church, ‘hand in hand, 
like an honeft and loving couple; and I befpeak you 
to-dine with me afterwards. 3 i 

Altho’ this pleafed me when I heard it, as giving 
an inftance of generofity and prudence at the fame 
time, not leffening, as my uncle took notice, the 
yearly value of the farm, yet, my dear, 1 had no 
throbs, no glows upon it ;— upon my word, | had not. 
Neverthelefs I own to you, that 1 could not help fay- 
ing to myfelf on the occafion, ‘ Were it ever to be 
“ my lot to have this man, he would not hinder me 
* from purfuing the methods [ fo much delight to 
© take.’-—-With ¢ A pity, that fuch a man were not 
4 uniformly good |” | | | 
' Forgive me this digreffion. 

My uncle went on, my aunt told me,: *-That, be- 
© fides his paternal eft.te, he was the immediate heir 
to very {pkendid fortunes: That, when he was in 
S treaty for his niece Arabella, Lord M. told him, 
$ wh:.t great things he and his two half-fifters intended 
‘to do for him,. in order to qualify him for the title 
£ (which would be extinct at his Lordfhip’s dvath), and 
‘© which they hoped to procure for him, or a fiil 
“higher, that of thofe Ladies father, which had been 
‘ for fome time extinct, on failure of hcirs male: That 
© this view made his relations fo earneft for his mar- 
‘rying: That as he faw not where Mr. Lovelace 
* could better himfelf; fo, truly, he thougst there 
‘ was wealth enough in their own family to build u 
‘three confiderable ones: That therefore, he sulk 
‘ needs fiy, he was the more defirous of this alliince, 
‘ as there was a great probability, not only from Mr, 
¢ Lovelace’s defcent, but from his fortunes, that bis niece 
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¢ Clariffa might one day be a peerefs of Great Britain: 
_ ¢—And upon that profpect. (bere was the mortifying 
‘ froke) he fhould, for h’'s own part, think it not 
‘wrong, to make fuch difpofitions as fhould contri- 
‘ bute to the better fupport of the dignity... 0 
My uncle Harlowe, it feems, far from difapproving 
of what his brother had faid, deglar’d, * That there 
‘ was but one objection to an alliance with Mr. Love- 
£ lace ; to wit, his morals: Efpecially as fo much could 
© be done for Mifs Bella, and for my brother too, by my 
‘father ; and as my brother was actually poffeffed. of 
‘2 confiderable eftate, by virtue of the deed of gift 
‘and will of his godmother Lovell.’ | 


. Had I known this before, I fhould the lefs have ; 


wonder’d at many things I have been unable to account 
for in my brother’s and fifter’s behaviour tome; and 
been more on my guard than I imagin’d there was a 
neceflity to be. | 
You may eafily guefs how much this converfation 
affected my brother at the time. He could not, you 
know, but be very uneafy, to hear two of bis Aewards 
talk at this rate to his face. _ 
_ He had from early days, by his violent temper, 
made himfelf both feared and courted by the whole 
family. My father himfelf, as I have lately men- 
tioned, very often (long before his acquifitions had 
made him till more afluming) gave. way to him, as to 
an only fon, who was to build up the name, and aug- 
ment the honour of it. Little inducement therefore 
had he to correét a temper, which gave him fo much 
confideration with every-body. 


6 See, fifter Bella,’ faid he, in an indecent paffion 


before my uncles, on the oceafion I have mention’d— 

© See how it is!-—You and I ought to look. abnut ys! 

© —This little Syren is in.a fair way to eut-uncle, a 

© well as out-grandfather us both!’ : 

_ _ From this time, as I now find it plain upon recol- 
lection, did my brother and fifter behave to me, as.to 


one 
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wine who ftood in their way (fometimes as ‘fo’ a 
creature’ in love with their common ‘enemy) } and 
to each other, as having but one intereft: And were 
refolved therefore to bend all their force to hinder an 
alliance from taking effeCt, which they believed was 
likely to oblige them to contra& their views. 

And how was this to be done, after fuch a decla- 
Yation from both my uncles? | - 

My brother found out the way. My fifter, as I 
have faid; went hand in hand with him. Between 
them, the family union was broken,’ and every-one 
‘was made uneafy. Mr. Lovelacé was received more 
and more coldly by all: But not being to be put out 
of his courfe by flights on/y, perfonal affronts ‘fuc- 
ceeded ; defiances next; then the rencounter: That, 
26 you have heard, did the bufinefs! And now, if I 
do not oblige them, my grandfather’s eftate is to be 
‘litigated with me; and I, who never defigned to take 
advantage of the independency bequeathed me, am to 
be as dependent upen my papa’s will, as a daughter 
ought to be who knows not what is good for berfelt. 
This is the language of tie family now. : 
‘But if F will fuffer myfelf to be prevailed upon, 
how happy, as: they lay it out, fhall we all be!— 
Such prefents am I to have, fuch jewels, and I can- 
‘not tell what, from evety one of the family | Then 
Mr. Solmes’s fortunes are {6 great, arid his propofals 
‘fo very advantageous (no relation whom he values), 
‘that there will be abundant room to raife mine upon 
them, were the high-intended favours of my owh 
relations to be quite cut of the queftion. More- 
over it is now, with-this view, found out, that I have 
_ qualifteations, which, of themfelves, will be a full 
equivalent to him for the fettlements he is to make 
‘me; and leave fim, 23 well as them, under ‘an obli- 
gation to me for my compliance. He himfelf thinks 
fo, I am told; fo very poor a creature is he, even in 
‘bis owns as wellas in their eyes, . 
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Thefe charming views anfwer’d, how rich, how 
{plendid, fhall we all three be! And I—— what ob- 
ligations fhall 1 lay upen them all !— And that only 
by doing an aét of duty fo fuitable to my character, 
_.and manner of thinking ;— if indeed I am the gene- 
rous, as well as dutiful creature, .1 have hitherto made 
them believe I am. a 

This is the bright fide that is turn’d to my father 
and uncles, to captivate them: But I am afraid, that 
my brother’s and fifter’s defign is to ruin. me with 
themy at any rate. Were it otherwife, would 
not, on my -return from you, have rather fought to 
court than frighten me into meafures their hearts are 
Jo much bent tocarry ? A method they have followed 
ever fince. 

Mean time, orders are given to all the fervants to 
fhew the higheft reffe&t to Mr. Solmes ; the generous 
Mr. Solmes is now his chara@ter with fome of our 
family! But are not thefe orders a tacit confeffion, 
that they think his own merit will not procure him 
refpcct? He is accordingly, in every vifit he makes, 
not’ only highly carefled by the principals of our fa= 
mily, but obfequtoufly attended and cring’d to by 
the menials.— And the noble fcttlements are echoed 
{rom every mouth. 

Noble is the word ufed to inforce the offers of a 
man, who is mean enough avowedly to bate, and 
wicked enough to propofe to rob of their juft expec- 
tations, his own family (every cne of which at the 
fame time ftands in too much need of his favour), 
in order to fettle all he is worth upon me; and, if I 
die without children, and he has none by any other 
miarriage, upon a family which already abounds. Such 
are his propofals. 

But were there no other motive to induce me to 
defpife the upftart man, is not this unjuft one to his 
family enough?— The upffart man, I repeat; for he 
was not born to the immenfe riches he is pofleffed of: 


Riches 
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‘Riches left by one niggard to another, in mjury to 
the next heir, becaufe that other ig a niggard. And 
fhould I not be as culpable, do you think, in my ac- 
ceptance of fuch unjuft fettlements, as he in the offer 
of them, if I could perfuade myfelf to be a fharer in 
them, or fuffer a reverfionary expectation of pofleffing 
them to influence my choice? i a: 
Indeed it conterns me not a little, that my friends 
could be brought to encourage fuch ‘offers on fuch 
motives as I think a perfon of confcience fhould not 
prefume to begin the world with. ea 
- But this, it feems, is the only method that can be 
taken to difappoint Mr. Lovelace; and at the fame 
. time: to anfwer all my relations have to wifh for each 
ofus. And fure I will not ftand againft fuch an ac- 
ceffion to the family, as may happen from matrying 
Mr. Solmes: Since now a poffibility is difcover’d 
(which fuch a grafping mind as my _ brother’s can 
eafily turn into a probability), that my grandfather’s 
eftate will revert to it, with a much more confider- 
able one of the man’s own. _Inftances of eftates falling 
in, In cafes far more unlikely than this, are infifted 
on; and my fifter fays, in the words of an old faw, 
It ts good to be related to an eftate. - | 
- While Solmes, fmiling no doubt to himfelf at a 
hope fo remote, by offers only, obtains all their inter- 
efts; and doubts not to join to his own the eftate I 
am envied for; which, for the conveniency of its 
fituation between two of his, will it feems be of 
twice the value to him that it would be of to any. 
other perfon; and istherefore, I doubt not, a ftronger 
motive with him than the wife. ° 
_-Thefe, my dear, feem to me the principal induce- 
ments of my relations to efpoufe, fo vehemently as they: 
de, this man’s fuit. And her>, once more, muft I de- 
plore the family-fault, which ives thofe inducements. 
fach a force, as it will be difficult to refift, - 
E§ And 
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And thus far, let matters with regard to. Mr. Solmes 
and me come out as they will, my brother. has fuc- 
ceeded in his views: that is to fay, he has, in the firft 
place, got my FATHER to make the caufe his own, 
and to infift upon my compliance as an act of duty. 

My Mamma has never thought fit to to oppot my 
father’s will, when once he has declar’d himfelf deter- 
min’d, _ 

__My Uncres, ftiff, unbroken, highly-profperous 
bachelors, give me ace. to fay, tho’ very worthy 
gentlemen in the main, have as high noticns,of a 
child’s duty, as of a wife’s obedience; in the laf of 
which, my mamma's, meeknefs has, confirm’d them, 
and given. them greater reafon to expect the fit, 

. My. aunt HERVEY (not extremely. happy in-her 
own nuptials, and perhaps urider fome kttle obliga- 
tion) is got over, and choofes not to open her lips in 
my favour, ae the wills of a cates and mncies fe 
determin’d. 

This paffivenefs in. her and in my mamma; in 3 a 
point fo ont to their own firft, jadginents,. i 400 
ftrong a proof that my papa is abfolutely refolw’ds. -..- 

Their tre tment of my worthy Mrs. Noa on is-2 
fad confirmation of it: A woman deferving of all cort- 
frderation for her wifdom; and every-bedy thinking 
fo; but who, nat being wealthy enough to have due 
Weight in a point againft which the has given her, opi- 
nion, and which they. feem bent upom carryme, i¢ 
reftrain’d from, vifiting here, and even: from cerre- 
{ponding with me, as I am this very day inform’d 

Hatred.to Lovelace, family aggrandiaement, and 
this great motive paternal. authority! — What a force 
united !— when, Jfinglys. each contideration is: fufi- 
cient ta carry. all before i¢! 

This: is the formidable. appearance which the. ods 
drefs of this difagreeable man. wears at prefent! 

My BrotHer and my Sisree triumph. They 
- have get me down, is their expreffion, as Hannah, over- 

? hearing 
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hearing them, tells me. Arid fo they have (yet I ne- 
ver knew that I was infolently 2p); for now my bro- 
ther will either lay me under an obligation to comply, 
to my own urihappinefs, and fo make me an inftri- 
ment of ‘his revenge upon Lovelace; or, if 1 refufe, 
throw nie Into difgracé with my whole farnily. 

Who will wonder at the intrigued arid plots carried 
on by undermining courtiers againft one another, 
when a private family, but three of which can poffibly 
have clafhing cneereite and oi:e of them, as fhe pre- 
fumes to think, above fuch low motives, cannot be 
free from them ? Bes 

What at prefent moft conterns me, is, the peace of 
my mamma’s mind! How can the hufband of fuch a 
wife (a good man too !— But oh! this prerogative of 
manhood!) be fo pofi-tive, fo unper-/uade-able, to 
one who has brought into the family, means, which 
they know fo well the value of, that methinks they’ 
fhould value ber the more for their fake! 

They do indeed value her: But, I am forry to aye 
fhe has purchafed that value by her compliances: Yee 
has merit for which fhe ought to be verierated; pru- 
dence which ought of itfelf to be trufted and con- 
formed to in every-thing. : 

But whither roves my pen? How dare a perverfe 
girl take thefe liberties with relations fo very refpect- 
able, and whom fhe highly refpeéts >What an un- — 
happy fituation is that which obliges her, in her own 
defence as it were, to expofe their failings ? 

But you, who know how much I love and reve- 
“rence my mamma, will judge what a difficulty I am 
under, te be obliged: to oppofe a fcheme which fhe 
has engaged in. Yet I maf oppofe it (to comply is im- 

fiible), and muft declare without delay my oppotition, 
or my difficulties will increafe; {fmce, as I am juft now 
inform’d, a lawyer has been this..vety day confulted 
(would you have believ’d it?) in relation to {ettle- 


ments. | 
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_ Were ‘ours a Roman-Catholic family, hew much 
happier for me, that they thought a Nunnery would 
anfwer all their views!— How happy, had not a cer- 
tain perfon flighted fomebody ! All then would have been 
probably concluded on between them before my brother 
had arrived to thwart the match: Then had I| had a 
fifter ; which now I have not; and two brothers ;— 
both afpiring ; pofibly both titled: While I fhould 
only have valued that in either which is above title, 
that which is truly noble in both ! 

But what long: reaching felfifhnefs is my brother 
sovern’d by! By what remote, exceedingly remote 
views! — Views, which it is in the power of the 
flighteft accident, of a fever, for inftance (the feeds 
of which are always vegetating, us I may fay, and 
ready to burft forth, in his own impetuous. temper), 
or of the provoked weapon of an adverfary, to blow 
up, and deftroy ! . 


I will break off here. Let me write ever fo freely 


of my friends, I am fure of your kind conftrution : 
And I confide in your difcretion, that you will avoid 
reading to or tranfcribing for others, fuch paflages as 
may have the appearance of treating too freely the 
parental, or even the fraternal character, or induce 
others to cenfure for a fuppofed failure in duty to the 
one, or decency to the other, 2 
| Your truly affectionate 


Cri. HARLOWE.~ 


LETTER XIV. 
Mifs Carissa Hartowe, To Mi/s Howe. 


Thurfday Evening, March2. - 


N Hannah’s depofiting my long letter, begun 
yefterday, but by reafon of feveral interruptions, 

not finifh’d till within this hour, fhe found and brought 
me yours of th's day. I thank you, my dear, for this 
F | * kind 
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kind expedition :—- Thefe few lines will perhaps -be 
time enough depofited, to be taken away by your fer- 

vant with the others: Yet they are anly to thank you, 
and to tell you my increafing sporchentiong 

I muft beg or feek the occafion to apply to my 
mamma for her mediation ;— for I am in danger'of 
having a day fixed, and antipathy taken for bafhful- 
nefs.— Should not fifters be fifters to each other? 
Should they not make a common caufe of it, as I may 
fay, a caufe of fex, on fuch occafions as the prefent ? 
Yet mine, in fupport of my brother’s felfifhnefs, and, 
no doubt, in concert with him, has been urging in 
full aflembly, as I am told, and that with an earneft- 
nefs peculiar to herfelf when fhe fets upon any thing, 
that an abfolute day be given me; and if I comply | 
not, to be told, that it fhall be to the forfeiture of 
all my fortunes, and of all their loves. 
_ She need not be fo officious: My brother’s intereft, 
wxhout hers, is ftrong enough; for he has found 
means to confederate all the family againft me. Upon 
fome frefh provocation, or new intelligence concern- 
ing Mr. Lovelace (I know not what it is), they have 
bound themfelves, or are to bind themfelves, by a 
fign’d paper, to one another (the Lord blefs me, my . 
dear, what fhall I do!), to carry this point of Mr. 
Solmes, in fupport of my father’s authority, as it is 
called, and agaimft Lovelace, as a libertine, and an 
enemy to the family: And if fo, Iam fure, I may 
fay againft me. — How impolitic in them all,, to join 
two pcople in one intereft, whom they with for ever 
to keep afunder ! ea 

* What thedifcharg’d fteward reported of him was bad 
enough: What Mrs. Fortefcue faid, not only confirms 
that bad, but gives room to think him ftill worfe:— 
And fomething my friends have come at, which, as 
Betty Barnes tells Hannah, is of fo heinous a nature, 
that it proves him to be the worft of men. — But, 
hang the man, I had almoft faid,——what is he - de 
| a | | VY hat 
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What would he be— were not this Mr. Sol— as 3 


my dear, how I hate that man in the light he is pro- 
pofed to me !—All of them at the fame time afraid of 
Mr. Lovelace ;— yet not afraid to provoke him !— 
How am I intangled !— to be obliged to go on cor- 
refponding with him for their fakes — Heaven forbid, 
that their perfifted-in violence fhould fo drive me; as 
to make it neceflary for my own! — But furely they 
will yield— Indeed J cannot.— I believe the gentleft 
fpirits. when provoked (cauflefly and cruelly pro- 
voked) are the moft determin’d.— The reafon may be, 
That not taking up refolutions lightly, their very deli- 
beration makes them the more immoveable.— And 
then, when, a point is clear and felf-evident to every- 
body, orie cannot, without impatience, think of enter- 
ig info an argument or contention upon it. 

_ An interruption obliges me to conclude myfelf, in 
fome hurry, as well as fright, what I muft ever be, 


Yours more than my own, 
CrarissA HARLOWE. 


LETTER XV. | 
Mifs Howe, To Mifs Cuarissa HARLOWE. — 


: Friday, March 4 
] HAVE both your letters at once. It is very un- 
' happy; my dear, fince your friends will have you 
rarry,; that fuch’ a mierif a8 yours fhould be addrefféd 
by a fucceffion of worthlefs creatures, who have no- 
thing but their prefumption for their excufe, 
- That thefe prefumers appear not in this very ui- 
worthy light to fome of your friends, is, bécaufe theit 
defects are not fo ftriking to them, as to others.— And 
why ? Shal¥ I venture to tell you?— Becaufé they aré 
néarer their own ftandard.— Mode/ty, after all, per- 
haps has a concen itt its for how thould they think, 
3 that 
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that a siece or a fiffer of theirs (1 will not go higher, 
for fear of incurring your difpleafure) fhould be an 
angel ?—— But where indeed is the man to be found, 
who has the leaft fhare of due diffidence, that darés 
to look up to Mids Clarifla Harlowe with hope, or 
with any thing but wifhes? Thus tle bold and for- 
ward, not being fenfible of their defects, afpire; while 
the modefty of the really worthy fills them with too 
much reverence to permit them to explain themfelves. 
Hence your Symmes’s, your Byron’s, your Mullins’s, 

our Wyerley’s (the beft. of the herd}, and your 

Imes’s, in turn invade you-— Wretches that, look- 
ing upon the reft of your family, need not defpair of 
fucceeding in ar alliance with’ it -— But, to you, what 
an inexcufable prefumption ! 7: 

Yet I am afraid all oppofition will be in-vait. You 
muft, you will, I doubt, be facrificéd to this odious 
man !——I know your family [— There will be no res 
fifting fuch baits as he has thrown out.—O, my dear, 
my beloved friend! and are fuch charming qualities, 
is fach exalted merit, to be funk in fuch a marriage ! 
+-You muft not, your ancle tells my mamma, dif. 
pute their authority. AuTHoRITY! what a full 
word is that in the mouth of a narrow-minded perfon, 
who happen’d to be born thirty years befote oné!— . 

Of your uncles I fpeak ; for as to the parental autho- 
rity, That ought to be facred. — But fhould not pa- 
rents have reafon for what they do? - 

- Worder not, however, at your Bell’s unfifterly 
Behaviour in this affair: I have a particular to add to 
the inducements your mfolent brother is govern’d by, 
which will account for all her driving. Her outward 
eye, as-you have own’d, was from the firff ftruck 
witlr the figure and addrefs of the man whom the 
pretends: to defpife, and who ’tis certain thoroughly 
defpifes her: But you have not told us, that fill the 
doves him of all mert. Bell has a meanniefs in her very’ 


pride ; and no one is fo proudas Bell. She mead 
| er 


88 The History of 


her love, her uneafy days,. and fleeplefs nights, and 
her revenge grafted upon it, to her favourite Betty 
Barnes. — To lay herfelf in the power of a fervant’s 
tongue !—Poor creature !—But 11K little fouls will 
find one another out, and mingle, as well as LIKE 
great ones. This, however, fhe told the wench in 
{trict confidence: And thus, by way of the female 
round-about, as Lovelace had the faucinefs on fuch 
another occafion, in ridicule of our fex, to call it, 
Betty ( pleafed to be thought worthy of a fecret, 
and to have an opportunity of inveighing againft Love- 
lace’s perfidy, as fhe would have it to be) told it to 
one of ser confidants: That confidant, with like 
injunctions of fecrecy, to Mifs Lloyd’s Harriot—Har- 
riot to Mifs Lloyd— Mifs Lloyd to me— I to you— 
with leave to make what you pleafe of it— And 
now you will not wonder to find in Mifs Bell an im- 
placable rivalefs, rather than an affeCtionate fifter; 
and will be able to account for the words witchcraft, 
Jyren, and fuch-like, thrown out againft you; and 
for her driving on for a fixed day for facrificing. you 
toSolmes: In fhort, for her rudenefs and violence of 
every kind.— What a fweet revenge will fhe take, as 
well upon Lovelace, as upon you, if fhe can procure 
her rival and all-excelling fifter to be married to the 
man that fifter hates; and fo prevent her having the 
man whom fhe herfelf loves (whether /he have hope 
of him, or not), and. whom fhe fufpeéts her fifter 
loves! Poifons and poniards have often been fet to 


work by minds inflam’d by difappointed love and re- 


venge ; will you wonder then, that the ties of rela- 
tionfhip in fuch a cafe have no force, and that a fifter 
. forgets tobe a fifter? 


. This her fecret motive (the more refifllefs, becaufe 
her pride is concern’d to make her difavow it), join’d. 


with her former envy, and with the general and 
avowed inducements particularized by you, now it 1s 


known, fills me with apprehenfions for you ; ars 
me W —_ : 
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alfo by a brother,.who has fuch an. afcendant. over 
the whole family ; and whofe interef, flave to it 
as he always was, and whofe revenge, his other dar- 
ling paffion, are engaged to ruin you with every- 
one: Both having the ears of all your family, and 
continually mifreprefenting all you fay, all -you do, 
to them: Their fubje& the rencounter, and Love- 


.. lace’s want of. morals, to expatiate upon.— O, my 


dear! how will you be able to withftand all this >— 
Jam fure ( —alas! I am too fure) that they, will fub- 
due fuch a fine fpirit as yours, unufed to oppofition ; 
and, Tell it not in Gath, you muff be Mrs. Solmes! | 

Mean time, it is now eafy, as you will obferve, to 
guefs from what-quarter the report I mention’d to 
you in one of my former came, That the younger 


‘ fifter has robb’d the elder of her lover: For Betty 
. whifper’d it, at the time fhe whifper’d the reft, that 


neither Lovelace nor you had done honourably by her 


_ young miftrefs.— tiow cruel, my..dear, in you, to 


rob the poor Bella of the only lover fhe ever had !— 
At the inftant too that fhe was priding herfelf, that 


“now, at laft, fhe fhould have it in her power not only 


to gratify her own fufceptibilities, but to give an ex 
ample to the furts of her fex (ny worfhip’s felf the 
Principal, I fuppofe, with her) how to govern their 


_ Ian with a filken rein, and without a kerb-bridle! 


Upon the whole, I. have now no doubt of their 
perfevering in favour of the defpicable Solmes ; and of 


“their dependence upon the gentlenefs of your temper, 


and the regard you have for their favour, and for your 
Own reputation. And now I am more than ever con- 


" vinced of the propricty of the advice I formerly gave 
"you, to keep in. your own hands the eftate bequeathed 


to you by your grandfather.— Had you done fo, it 


~ would have procured you at leaft an-outward refpect 


from your brother and fifter; which would have made 
them conceal the envy and ill-will that now is burfting 
upon you from hearts fo narrow. 

| a7 1 muft 
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I muft harp a little more upon this ftring — Don’t 
you obferve, how much your brother’s inihience bs 
over-topp’d yours, fince he has got into fortunes fo 
confiderable ; and fince you have given fome of them an 
appetite to contimue in themfelves the poffeffion of your 
eftate, unlefs you comply with their terms? 

I know your dutiful, your laudable motives ; and 
one would have thought, that you might have trufted 
to a father who fo dearly loved you. But had you 
been actually in poffeffion of that eftate,. and living 
up to it, and upon it (your youth protected from 
- blighting tongues by the company of your prudent 
Norton, as you had purpofed), do you think that 
your brother, grudging it to you at the time, as he 
did, and locking upon it as his right, as an only fon, 
would have been practifing about it, and aiming at 
it’— I told you fome time ago, that I thought your 
trials Lut proportion’d to your prudence :— But you 
will be more than woman, if you can extricate your- 
felf with honcur, having fuch violent fpirits and fordid 
minds, as in fome, and fuch tyrannic.] and defpotic 
wills, as in others, to deal with._— Indeed, all say be 
done, and the world be taught further to admire you, 
for your blind duty and will-lefs refignation, if you 
can perfuade yourfelf to be Mrs. Solmes ! 

I am pleafed with the inftances you give me of Mr. 
Lovelace’s benevolence to his own tenants, and with 
his little gift to your uncle’s. Mrs. Fortefcue alows 
him to be the belt of landlords: I might have told you 
That, had I thought it neceflary to put you im fome 
‘little conceit of him. He has qualities, in fhort, that ma 
make him a tolerable creature on the other fide of 
fifty: But God help the poor woman to whofe lot he 
fhall fall till then! /Yomen, I fhould fay perhaps; finct. 
he may break half a dozen hearts. before that time.— 
But to the point I was upon—Shall we not have reafon 
to commend the tenant’s grateful honefty, if we are 
told, that with joy the poor man call’d out your nes 

an 


Mi/fs Clariffa Harlowe. or 
_ “ynd an the fpot paid him in part of his debt thofe two 
x fincas? But what fhall we fay of that landlord, 
-; ‘who, tho’ he knew the poor man to be quite deftitute, 
i: Gould take it; and, faying nothing while Mr. Love- 
, lace-ftaid,: as foon:as he was gone, tell of it, praifing 
the poor fellow’s honefty ?—. Were this fo, and were 
« pot that landlord related to my deareft friend, how 
.» fhoeld I defpife fuch. a wretch! — But perhaps the 
.. flory is aggravated. Covetous people have every- 
., one’s ill word: And fo indeed they ought; becaufe 
~: they are only follicitous to keep that which they pre- 
1» fer to every-one’s good one.——-Covetous indeed ‘would 
- ey be, who deferved neither, yet expected doth! 
se long for your next letter. Continue to be as par- 
~ teular as pofible. I can think of no other fubject but 
.. MWhatrelates'to you, and to your affairs: For lam, 
. ‘and ever will be, moft affectionately, 
_ All your own” 
Anna How 
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LETTER XV 
Mis Crarissa Hartowr, To Mift Howe, 
(Her laft, not at the time received.) 


yg Friday, March 3. 
MY dear friend, I have had a fad confi! trial 
oe upon trial; conference upon conference !—— But 
_. What law, what ceremony, can give a mana right to 
\.« @-heart which abhors him more than it does any of 
_., God Almighty’s creatures? oe 
, «PE Rope my mamma will be able to prevail for me.— 
,, But:I will recount all, tho’ I fit up the whole night 
ie to do: it; for I have a vaft deal to write; and will be 
, ‘minute as you wifh me to be. | | 
. . In my laft, I told you, in a fright; my apprehen- 
", fens; which were grounded upon a converfation ne 
oo pailed 
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pafled between my mamma and my aunt, part of 
which Hannah overheard. I need not give you the 
further particulars; finee what 1 have to relate to you 
from different converfattons that have paffed between 
my mamma and me in the fpace of a very few hours, 
will. include. them all. . 1 will begin then. 

I went down this morning, when breakfaft was 
ready, with a very unealy heart, from what Hannah 
had told me yefterday a!ternoon; withing for an oppor- 
tunity, however, to appeal tomy mamma, in hopes to 
engage her intereft in my behalf, and purpofing to 
try to find one, when fhe retired to her own apart- 
ment after breakfaft :—But, unluckily, there was the 
odious Solmes fitting afquat ‘between my mamma and 
fifter, with fo much aflurance in his looks !|— But you 
know, my dear, that thofe we ave not; cannot. de 
‘any-thing to pleafe us. 

Had the wretch kept his feat, it might have been 


well enough: But the bent and broad-fhoulder’d crea- : 


ture muft needs rife, and ftalk towards a chair, vn 
was juft by th.t which was fet for me. 


I removed it at a diftance, as if to make way to - 


my own: And down ] fat, abruptly I believe ; se 
I had heard, all in my head. 


But this was not enough to.daunt him: ‘The mana 
is a very Confi.:ent, he is a very bold, ftaring manl— 


Indéed, my dear, the man is very confident. 


He took the removed chair, and drew i fo near. ;; 


mine, fquatting in it with his ugly weight, that .he 
prefs’d-upon my hoop.—I was fo offended (all I had 
- heard, as I faid, in my head), that ] removed to an- 
other ‘chair. I own Thad too little command of my- 
felf: It. gave my brother and fifter too much advan- 


tage; I dare fay they took it:— But I-did it involun- | 


tarily, I think: I could not help a —I knew not 
what I did. 7 


I faw my papa was exceffively difpleafed. When |. 


angry, no man’s countenance ever fhew’d it fo much 
as 


prem 
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- as my papa’s. Clariffa Harlowe ! faid he, with a big 
- voice; and there heftopp'’d.—Sir! faid J, ‘and courte- 
fy'd. — I trembled; and put m chair nearer the 
; — and fat down ; my face could feel all ina 
ow. 

? Make tea, child, faid my kind mamma: ‘Sit by 
- me, love; and. make tea. , 
_ + I remaved with pleafure to the feat the man. had 
. quitted ; and being thus indulgently put into employ- 
ment, foon recover’d myfelf ; and in the courfe of 
. the breakfafting officioufly afked two or three que 
 ftiens of Mr. Solmes, which I would not have done,’ 
_ but to make up with my papa. — Proud fpirits may 
be brought. to; whifperingly {poke my fifter to me, 
over her fhoulder, with an air of sal and {corn : 
But I did not mind her. 
_ My mamma was all kindnefs and condefcenfion. 
I afked her sone if fhe were pleafed with the tea? 
She faid, foff%%, and again called me dear, fhe was 
_ pleafed with all I did. J.was very proud of this en- 
couraging goodnefs: And all blew over, as I hoped, 
; between r my.papa and me; for he alfo {poke kindly 

fo me‘two or three times...’ 

Small: incidents. thefe, my. dear, to trouble you 
_ ‘with ; only as they lead to greater ; as you fhall hear. 

Before the ufual -breakfaft-time-was over, my papa 
withdrew with my mamma, telling her he wanted to 
{peak tother. .My fifter, and my: ants who was with 
uS, next-dropt Away. 

_ My brother gave. himfelf fome airs of infult, thdt 
I tinderftood: well enough ; ‘but ‘which Mr. Selmes 
could. make nothing of :— And at-laft:he arofe from 
his feat — Sifter, faid he, I have a curiofity to thew 
you: I -will fetch it: And ey he oa Aine 
the door clofe after him. 
_ I faw what all chis was for. J ee the man hem- 
ming up for a fpeech, rifing, and beginning to. fet 
his iplay-feet nderts my — the maa in all his 

y ways 
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ways is hateful to me) in an approaching pofture.— 
- I will fave my brother the trouble of bringing to me 
his curiofity , faid 1.—I courtefy’d— Your fervant, Sis— 
‘The man cry’d, Madam, Madam, twice, and look’d 
like a fool.— But away I went—to find my brother, 
to fave my word.— But my brother was gone, indif-. 
ferent as the weather was, to-walk inthe garden with 
my fifter. A:plin cafe, that he had left his euriofity 
with me, and.defign’d-to dhew meno. other. : 
I had-but juft got into: ‘own apartment, and be- . 
pan to think of prding Manca to beg an audience . 
of my mamma (the more encouraged by her conde- 
fcending goodnefs at breakfaft), whew. Shorey, het. 
woman, brought me her commands to attend her in’ - 
her clofet.. Sit Sa gt Be a Oe Me eo a 
__ My papa, Hannah told me, had jaft gone out of 
it with a pofitive, angry countenance. -Then I as _ 
much dreaded the audience, as I had wifhed fort’ . 
before, > f fog oS eT ee 
_ | went down, however; but, apprehending the . 
fubje@t, approached her trembling, and-my heart’in 
viftble palpitations. a ae ee a 
She faw my concern. Holding out her kind arms, . 

as fhe fat, Come.kifs me, my dear, faid fhe, witha . 
file like a fun-beam. breaking thro’ the cloud tha. 
overfhadowed her naturally benignafpe&.. Why Aut- . 
tesmyyewelfo? er ee 
_ Thas preparative fweetnefs, with her goodnefs-juft _ 
before, confirmed my apprehenfions.s My mamma | 
faw the bitter pill.wanted gilding, = 8 = 
O-my mamma was alt could fay; and I-clafp’d . 
mg asmos' round: her neck, and my face funk into:het | 


My child} my child |. reftvain, faid fhe, ‘your . 
powers-of moying !—I dare not elfe truft myfelf-wich _ 
_you.—-And -my tears trickled down her bofom, ashes. 
‘-bedew’d:my metks: i _ 
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_ OO the words of kinduefs, all to be exprefs’d in. 
. Yair, that-flow’d from her lips! oa 

> — Lift up your fweet. face, my beft. child, my own. 
: Gasifla Harlowe!|—O my daughter, beft-beloved of 
f os Marea ark up a face fo eyerramiable to me !— 
: Why. thefe foks ?— Is an apprehended duty fo. affedt- 
- ing w thing,: that before I can fpeak-But I am plad, - 
. Tay: love, you -can guefs at what I havé to-fay to you. : 
Lam {pared the. pains :of breaking to you what. was a. 
- tafk upon me reluctantly enough undertaken to break. 


. When sifing,: the drew.a chair near her own, and- 
- Meade me. ft down by her, overwhelm’d.as-1 was with: 
. tears of apprehenfion of what fie had to: fay, and-of. 
gratitude for her truly maternal goodnefs.to me ; fobs 
_ ftill my only language. a. :; 
. » And piel Sree {till neayer-to'mine, fhe put. 
_ her arms round my neck, and my glowing cheek, 
wet with my tears, clofe to her own: Let me talk to. 
- ygu, my child; {ince filence is your choice,’ héarken: 
_ to.me,-and-éefdenti = ==. a. 
You know, my dear, what I every day forego, 
; aad undergo, far the fake of peace: Your papa is — 
; avery. good man, and means. well; but he. will not. 
_ beeentrouled; nor yet perfuaded. Y:ou have feem’d. 
» ta. pity me fometimes, that:I am-obliged:to>pive up: 
every point. Poos man! 4:s-reputation -the -lefs for. 
it's .wmine-the greater; yet would I noe have-this credit, 
—4€ I could help it, at fo dear a rate te:him and'to- 
myfelf. You are a dutiful, a prudent, anda wefe _ 
_ child, fhe-was pheafed to fay (in hope, nodoubt; to 
make me fo): You would not add, I am fure, to 
my trouble: You would:not wilfully break that peace 
which coffs your mamma fo much to preferve: Ole- 
_ dience ig better, than facrifce.. O my.Clary Harlowe,: 
Beyoice:my -heatt,. by -telling, -me' I have apprehended: 
teo much !— I fee your concern ! I fee your per- 
plexity! I fee your conflict (loofing sepals 
| | rifing, 
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rifing, not willing I fhould fee how ‘much fhe herfelf 
was ‘affeéted ). I will leave you a moment: —An{wer 
me not (for I was effaying to fpeak, and had, as ‘feon 
as fhe took her dear cheek- from mine, dropt down 
on my knees, my hands clafped and lifted up in a fup- 
plicating manner): Iam not prepared for your irre- 
fiftible expoftulation, fhe was pleafed to fay.— I will 
leave you to recollection: And I charge you, on-my 
bleffing, that all this my truly maternal tendernefs be 
_ not thrown away upon you. 

And then fhe withdrew into the next apartment; 
wiping her eyes, as fhe went from me ; “as mine over- 
‘flow’d ; my heart taking in the whole compafs of- her 
meaning. : 

She foon returned, having recover'd more fteadi- 
nels. 

~ Stillon my knees, I had thrown my face crofs the 
chair fhe had fat in. 

‘Look up to me, ‘my Clary Harlowe. No fullen- 
nefs, I hope ! 

No, indeed, my _ ever- to be-revered mamma.— 
And I arofe.—I bent my knee. 

- She raifed me, No kneeling to me, but with knees 
of duty and compliance. — Your heart, not your knees, 
muft bend.— It is abfolutely determin’d.— Prepare 
yourfelf therefore to receive your papa, when.he vifits 
you by-and-by, as he would wifhto receive you: But 
on this one quarter of an hour depends the.peace of 
my future life, the fatisfa€tion. of all the family, and 
your own fecurity from-a man of violence: And |] 
charge you befides, on ny Penne. that eu think of 
being Mrs. Solmes. - - 

There went the dagger to my heart, and down 
I funk ; ; and when I recover’d, found myfelf in. the 
arms of my Hannah,. my fifter’s Betty. holding open 
my reluctantly-open rd. palm, my laces cut, my linen 
fcented with harts-horn; and my mamma gone.— 
Had : been. defs kindly treated, the hated name ftill 

forborn 
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forborn to be mention’d, or-mention’d with a little 
more preparation and referve, I had ftaod the horrid 
found with lefs vifible emotion— But ta be bid, on 
the bleffing’ of a mother fo dearly beloved, fo truly 


‘reverenc’d, to think of being Mrs. Sopmes, what a 


o 


- denunciation was that ! 


_ Shorey came in with a meflage, deliver’d in her 
folemn way: Your mamma, Mifs, is concern’d for 
your diforder: She expects you down again in an 
hour ;. and bid me fay, that fhe then hopes every thing 
from your duty. | , 
» I made no reply ; for what could I fay? And lean- 
ing upon my Hannah’s arm, withdrew to my own 
apartment. ‘There you will guefs how the greatedt, 
part of the hour was employed. P, 
- Within that time, my mamma came up to me. 
T love, fhe was pleafed to fay, to come into this 
apartment ! — No emotions, child! No flutters ! — 
Am I not your mother !— Am I not your fond, your 
indulgent mother ! Do peed sus a me by difcom- 


‘pofing yourfelf!— Do not occafion me uneafinefs, 


when I would give you nothing but pleafure. Come, 


my dear; we will go into your library !. 


- She took my hand,: led the way, and made me fit 
down by her: And after fhe had inquired how I did, 
fhe began in a ftrain, as. if fhe’ had fuppofed I had 
made ufe of the intervening fpace, to overcome all 
my objections: = =i | 
- $he was pleafed to tell me, that my papa and fhe, 
in order to fpare my natural modefty, had taken the 
whole affair upon themfelves— on 
Hear me out, and then fpeak (for I was going to 


expoftulate). You are no ftranger to the end of Mr. 
 Solmes’s vifit.— _ od | 


' 


O Madam— = : ee 

Hear me out; and then fpeak. . He is not indeed 
every thing I wifh him to be: But he ts a man of 
probity, and has no vices— . — \ 7 

Vou. I. | F _ 3 . No 
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- No vices, Madam !— : 
. Hear me out, child-— You have not behaved much: 
amifs to him.: We have feen with pleafure that you 
: O Madam, muft I not now fpeak !— 

I fhall have done prefently— A young creature of. 
your virtuous and pious turn, fhe was pleafed to fay, 
cannot furely love a profligate : You love your brother 
‘ too well, to wifh to marry one who had like to have 
killed him, and who threaten’d. your uncles, and 
defies us all. You have had your own way fix or 
feven times: We want to fecure you gant a man 
fo vile. Tell me; I-havea right toknow.; whether. 
you prefer:this man to all others ?— Yet God forbid, 
that I fhould know you do! for fuch a declaration 
would make-us all -miferable. Yet, tell me, are your 
affections engag’d to this man? . . : 

- I knew what the inference would be, if I -had faid 
they were not. | , 

- You hefitate: You anfwer me not: You cannat 
anfwer me.— Rifing—Never more will I look upon 
you with an eye of favour. —~ : 

O Madam, Madam! Kill me not with your dif- 
pleafure: I would not, I-meed not, hefitate one mo- 
ment, did +I not dread the inference, if I anfwer you 
as you wifh.— Yet be that inference what it will, 
ah threatened difpleafure, will make me fpeak. And 

declare to you, that I know not my own heart, if 
it be not abfolutely free. -And pray, let me afk, my 
deareft mamma, in what has my conduct been faulty, 
that, like a giddy creature, I muft be forced to marry, 
to fave me from— From what? Let me befeech you, 
Madam, to be the guardian of my reputation.—Let 
‘not your Clariffa be precipitated into-a ftate fhe. wifhes 
not to enter into with any man! And this upon a 


{uppofition that otherwife fhe fhall marry herfelf, and 


difgrace her whole family. : 
Well then, Clary (paffing over the force of my 
plea), if your heart be free=— .  Omy 
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O my beloved mamma, let the ufual generofity of 
your dear heart operate in my favour. i ‘ge not up- 
on me the inference that. made me hefitate. 

I won’t be interrupted, Clary.— You have feen.in 
my behaviour to you, on this occafion, a truly ma- 
ternal -tendernefs; you have obferv’d that I have 
undertaken this tafk, with fome reluctance, becaufe 
the man is not every thing ; and becaufe I know you 
Carry your notions of perfection in a man too high— 

Deareft Madam, this one time excufe me !— Is 

there then any danger that I fhould be guilty of an 
imprudent thing for the man’s fake you hint at ? 
. Again interrupted !|— Am I to be queftion’d, and 
argued with? You know this won’t do fomewhere 
elfe. You know it won’t. What reafon then, un- 
generous girl, can you have for arguing with me 
thus, but becaufe you think from my indulgence to 
you, you may? ~ 

What can t fay? What canI do? What muft that 
caufe be, that will not bear being argued upon? 

Again ! Clary Harlowe !— 

Deareft Madam, forgive me: It was always my 
pride and my pleafure to obey you. But look upon that 
man— fee but the difagreeablenefs of his perfon— 

Now, Clary, do I fee whofe perfon you have in 
your eye |— Now is Mr. Solmes, I fee, but compa 
ratively difagreeable ; difagreeable only as another 
man has a.much more fpecious perfon. : 

Rut, Madam, are not his manners equally fo’— 
Is not his perfon the true reprefentative of his mind ?— 
That other man is not, fhall not, be any thing to mey 
releafe me but from this one man, whom my heart, 
unbidden, refifts. 

Condition thus with your papa. Will be bear, do 
you think to be thus dialogu’d with? Have I mot 
conjur’d -you, as you value my peace -— What is it 
that J do not give up?— This very tafk, becaufe I 
apprehended you would Le be ea/ily perfuaded, is . 
: 2 ta 
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tafk indeed upon me. And will you give up nothing? 
Have you not refufed as many as have been ofter’d to 
you? If you would not have us guefs for whom, 
comply ; for comply you muft, or be look’d upon as 
in a ftate of defiance with your whole family. | 

And faying this, fhe arofe, and went from me. 
But at the chamber-door ftopt, and turn’d back; I 
will not fay below, in what a difpofition I leave you. 
Confider of every thing. The matter is refolv’d up- 
on. As you value your father’s bleffing and mine, 
and the fatisfaction of all the family, ewe to com- 
ply. I will leave you fora few moments. If will 
come up to you again: See that I find you as I with 
to find you; and fince your heart free, let your 
nag govern it. ~_ 
~ Tn about half an hour, my mamma return’d : She 
found me in tears, She took my hand; It is my part 
evermore to be of the acknowleging fide. I believe 
I have needlefly expofed myfelf to your oppofition, by 
the method I have taken with you. I firft began as. 
if T expeéted a denial, and by my indulgence brought 
it upon myfelf. 

Do not, my deareft mamma! do not, fay fo! 

Were the occafion for this debate, proceeded fhe, 
to have rifen from myfelf; were it in my power to 
‘difpenfe. with ‘your compliance; you too well know 
what you can do with me— : 

Would any-body, my- dear Mifs Howe, wifh to 
marry, when one fees a neceffity for fuch a fweet 
temper as my mamma’s, either to be ruin’d, or de- 
priv’d of all power? 

_ =—-When | came to you a fecond time, owns 
that vour contradiction would avail you nothing, 
refufed to hear your reafons: And in This I was 
wrong too, becaufe a young creature, who loves to 
reafon, and #fed to love to be convine’d by reafon, 
ought to have-all her objections heard : I now, there- 
fore, this third time, fee‘you ; and am come refolv’d 
. . ; te 
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to hear al} you have to fay: And let me,: my dear, 
by my patience engage your gratitude ; your generofty, 


I will call it; becaufe it is to You I fpeak, who ufed 
to have a mind wholly generous: Let me, if your 
heart be really free, Jet me fee what it will induce 
you to do to oblige me: And fo as you permit your 
ufual difcretion to govern you, I will hear all you 
have to fay ; but with this intimation, that fay what 
you will, it will be of no avail elfewhere. 

What a dreadful faying is that! But could I engage 
your pity, Madam, it would be fomewhat. 

You have as much of my pity, as of my love. 
But what is perfon, Clary, with one of your prudence, 
and your heart difengag’d ?— 


.° Should the eye be difgufted, when the heart is ta 


be engag’d ?——- O Madam, who can think of marry- 
ing, when the heart muft be fhock’d at the firft ap- 
pearance, and where the difguft muft be confirm’d 
by every converfation afterwards? 7 
This, Clary, is owing to your prepoffeffion. Let 
me not have caufe to regret that noble firmnefs of 
mind in fo young a creature, which I thought your 


Blorys and which was my boaft in your character. 
n 


this inftance it would be obftinacy, and. want of 
duty.— Have you not made objections to feveral— 


- . That wasto their minds, their principles, Madam— 


But this man— s 


Is an honeft man, Clary Harlowe. He has a good 


- mind.— He ts a virtuous man. 


He an honeft man! His a good mind, Madam’ 
He a virtuous man !— ., oe 
No-body: denies him thefe qualities. . ont 
Can 4e be an honeft man who offers terms that 
will rob all his own relations of their juft expecta- 
tions '—Can his mind be good— 7 
You, Clary Harlowe, for whofe fake he offers f 
much, are the laft perfon that fhould make this ob- 
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Give me leave, to fay, Madam, that a perfon pre- 
ferring happinefs to fortune, as Ido; that want not 
even what I have, and can give up the ufe of that, 
as an inftance of duty— 7 j 

No more, no more of your merits !— You know 
you will be a gainer by that chearful inftance of your 
duty ; nota lofer. You know you have but ca/? your 
-bread upon the waters— So no more of that !— For it 
is not underftood as a merit by every-body, I affure 
you; tho’ I think it a high one; and fo did your 
papa and uncles at the time— 

At the time, Madam !—How unworthily do my bro- 
.ther and fifter, who are afraid that the favour I was 
fo lately in— - ns 

I hear nothing againft your brother and fifter—~ 
-What family feuds have I in profpeét, at a time when 
T hoped moft comfort from you all ! 

‘God blefs my brother and fifter, in all their wor- 
thy views! You fhall have no-family feuds, if I can 
prevent them: You yourfelf, Madam, fhall tell me 
‘what I fhall bear from them, and I will bear it: Bue 
let my a€tions, not their mifreprefentations (as I am 
_fure has been the cafe, by the difyraceful prohibitions 
“] have met with), fpeak for me— 
~ Juft then, up came my Papa, with a fternnefs in 
-his looks, that made me tremble !— He took two or 
three turns about my chamber— And then faid to my 
Matnma, who was filent as foon as fhe faw him— 

My dear, you are long abfent— Dinner is near 
‘ready. What you had to fay, lay in a very little 
compafs. Surely, you have nothing te de but to de- 
clare your will, and my will!— But, perhaps, you 
‘ffay be talking of the preparations—-Let us have you 
-fs0n dewn-— Your dauthter in your hand, if worthy 
of the name. | : 

. And dowk he went, cafting his eye upon me with a 
-look fo Reth, that I was unable te fay one word to 
him, or even, for a few minutes, to my Se 
.. a - nt j as 
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- Was not this very intimidating, my dear? 

My mamma, feeing my concern, feem’d to. pity 
me. She called me her good child, and kifled me ; 
told me. my papa fhould not know, that I had made 
fuch oppofition. He has kindly furnifh’d. us with an 
excufe for being fo long together.——Come, my dear,— 


‘Dinner will be upon table. prefently— Shall we go 


-down ? And took my hand. | 7 

This made me ftart:. What, Madani, go down, 
to let it be fuppofed we were talking of prepara- 
tions !—Q my beloved mamma, command me not 
down upon fuch a fuppofition. : 

You fee, child, that to ftay longer together, will 
-be owning that you are debating about an abfolute 
-duty: And that will not be borne. Did not your 
-papa himfelf, fome days ago, tell you, he would be 
obey’d? I will a third time leave you. I muft {ay 
fomething by way of excufe for you: And that you 
defire not to go down to dinner— That your modefty 
on the occafion—_ : 

O Madam! fay not my modefty on fuch an oc- 
cafion: For that will be to give hope— : 

‘And defign you xof to give hope ? — Perverfe 
girl !— Rifng, and flinging from me, take more time 
for confideration !— Since it is neceflary, take more 
-time— And when I fee you next, let me know what 
:-blame I have to caft upon myfelf, or to bear from 
-your papa, for my indulgence to you. oa 

She made, however, a little ftop at the chamber- 
door ; and feem’d to expect, that 1 would have be- 
fought her to make the gentleft conftruction for me; 
for hefitating, fhe was pleafed to fay, I fuppofe, you 
would not have me make a report—~ : 
_- O Madam, interrupted I, whofe favour can I hope 
for, if I lofe my mamma’s? : 

_ To have defired a faveurable report, youknow, my 
dear, would have been qualifying upon a point that 
I was tao much determin’d upon, to give room far 
.. 2 F 4 any 
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any of my friends to think I have the leaft hefitation 
about. And fo my mamma went down ftairs. 

I will depofite thus far; and as I know you will 
not think me too minute in my relation of particulars 
fo very interefting to one you honour with your lové, 
proceed in the fame way. .As matters ftand, I don’t 
care to have papers foifreely written about me.- . - 

Pray Iet Robert call every day, if- you can fpare 
him, whether I have:any thing ready or not. 

I fhould be glad you would not fend him empty- 
handed... What a gencrofity in you, to write as fre- 
quently from friendfhip, -as 1 am foreed to do from 
misfortune | The letters being taken away will be an 
affurance that you have them. As I fhall write and de- 
pofite as Lhave opportunity, the formality of /zper 
. and fub-{cription, will be excufed. For I need not 
fay how muchIam, + 

Your fincere and ever-affectionate, 
ar ~ Cx. ‘HARLowE, ' 


“LETTER XVI 

Mifs Crarissa Hartowg, Jo Mi/s Howe. 
Y mamma, on her return, which was as foon 
I as fhe had din’d, was pleafed to inform me, 
that fhe told my papa, on his queftioning her about my 
chearful compliance (for it feems, the. chearful was 
all that was doubted), that fhe was willing, on fo ma- 
terial a point, to give a child whom fhe had fo much 
reafon to love (as fhe condefcended to acknowlege 
were her words) liberty to fay all that was in her 
heart to fay, that her compliance might be the freer: 
Letting him know, that when he came up; fhe was 
attending to my pleas; for that fhe found I had 
rather not marry at all. : i 
_ She told me, that to this my papa angrily faid, Let 
her take care-—— Let her take care— that fhe give me 
not ground to fufpect her of a preference fomewhere 
| | elfe, 
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elfe. But, if it be to eafe her heart, and not to-dif- 
pute my will, you may hear her out. : 

So, Clary, faid my mamma, I am returned in 2 
temper accordingly, if you do not agam, by yoar 
peremptorinefs, thew mz, how I ought to treat you. 

Indeed, Madam, you did me juftice, to fay, I have 
no inclination to marry at all. Ihave not, I hope, 
made myfelf fo very unufeful in my papa’s family, as—~ 
_ Nomore of your merits, Clary! You have been 
a good child: You have eafed me of all the family 
cares: But do not now add more than ever you re- 
lieved me from. You have been richly repaid in 
the reputation your {kill and management have given 
you :— But now there is foon to 7% a period to all 
thofe affiftances from you. If you marry, there will bea 
natural, and, if to pleafe us, a defirable period ; becaufe 
your own family will employ all your talents in that 
way : If you do not, there will be a period likewife, but 
not a natural one :— You underftand me, child. 
_ I wept. | | 
I have made inquiry already after a houfekeeper. 
I would have had your good Norton; but I fuppofe 
you will yourfelf with to have the worthy woman 
with you. If you defire it, that fhall be agreed upon 
for you. = 
But, why, deareft Madam, why am I, the younge/f, 
to be precipitated into a ftate, that | am very far from 
withing to enter into with any-body ? : 
You are going to queftion me, I fuppofe, why 
your fifter is not thought of for Mr. Solmes? 
I hope, Madam, it will not difpleafe you, if I were? 
I might refer you for an anfwer to your papa.—» 
Mr. Solmes has reafons-for preferring you— oe 
a fo have I, Madam, for difliking fim. And why 
This quicknefs upon me, interrupted my. mamma, 
is not to be borne! Iam gone, and your father comes, 
if J can do no good with you. ae 
. a #Fs Madam, 
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-. Madam, I would rather die, than Go ok 

She put her hard to my mouth... Ne pérefriptori- 
fhefs, Claty Haflowe! Once you déclart Yeurfelf in- 
‘flexible, 1 have done. - > 

I wept for vexation. This is all, all, ttiy brother’s 
‘doings— His grafpirig views— 
‘No reflections upon your brothér: He has isitirely 
the honour of the family at heart. ; 

I would no more difhonour my family, Madam, 
than my brother would. 

I believe it: But I hope you'll allow your papa, 
and me, and your uncles, to judge-what will do it 
honour, what difhonour ! 

I then offer’d to live fingle ; never to marry at all; 
or never but with their full approbation. ' 

If I meant to fhew my duty, and my obedience, I 
amuft fhew it in their way 3 not my own. 

-- Tfaid, I hoped I had fo behaved myfelf hitherto, 
that there was no need of fuch a trial of my obe+ 
dience as this. | | | 

Yes, fhe was pleafed to fay, I had‘ behaved -ex- 
tremely well: But I had no trials till now: And 
fhe hoped, that now I was called to one, I fhould 
not fail init. Parents, faid fhe, when children are 
young, are pleafed with every thing they do.— You 
have been a good child upon the whole: But we 
‘have hitherto rather comply’d with you, than you 
with us. Now that you are grown up to marriage- 
‘able years, is the teft; efpecially as your grandfather 
has made you independent, as we may fay, in pre- 
_ ference to thofe who had prior expe€tations upon that 
“eftate— 

_Madam, my grandfather knew, and exprefly men- 
tions m his will his defire, that my papa will more 
than make it up to my fifter—I did nothing but 
‘what I thought my duty, to'procure his favour. It 
‘was rather a mark of his affection, than any advan- 
tage tome: For, do T either feek ‘or with to be in- 
mae = ane dependent ? 

| 
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dependent? Were I to be-queen of the univerfe, that; 
dignity fhould not abfolve-me from my duty to you 
and my papa. I would kneel for your blefings, were 
it in the prefence of millions— So that 

Tam loth to interrupt you, Clary ; the’ you could 
more than once break in upon me— You are-young 
and unbroken—But,. with all thie oftentation- of your 
duty, I defire you te dhew a little more deference to 
she when I am fpeaking.. 

I beg your pardon, dear Madam, and your patience 
with me on fuch an occafion as this.— If I did not 
fpeak with earneftnefs upon it, I fhould be fuppofed 
‘to have only maidenly objections saad aman I nevet 
can abide.— - 

Clary Harlowe— = : 

Deareft, deareft Madam, permit me to. a fieak what 
d have to fay, this once— It is hard, it-is very hard, 
x0. be forbid to enter into the caufe ‘of all, becaufe i 
muift not fpeak difrepectfully of one who fuppofes 
me in the way of his ambition, and t treats me like a 
flave— _ 

Whither, whither, Clary : 

‘My deareft. mamma !—- My duty will not t permit 
‘me- fo far to {uppofe my father oe as to make 
‘a plea of thet arbitrarinefs to you.— — 

How now, Clary !— O girl !— 

: Your patience, my Seach mamma :—You were 
pleated to fay, you would: hear me with patience.— 
PERSON; ‘in a-man is nothing, | becaufe I am fuppofed 
‘to be prudent: So my eye is to be ss aac and my 
seafon not convinced.—  - | 

Girl, girl !— ms 

Thus are my imputed sell qualities to be made 
‘my punifhment ; and: I am to be wedded to a 
‘monfter.— 

(Aftonifhing 1—Can this, Clarifla, be from-youT—~ 

"The man, Madam, perfon and mind, #s a monfter 
‘in my eye. }—“AAnd that Ses be induced to bear this 

F 6 | treatment, 
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treatment, ] am'to.be complimented with being ins 
different to all men: Yet, at other times, and:to 
ferve other purpofes, am I to be thought prepofleffed 
in favour of a man againft whofe-moral character lie 
juft objections,—Confined, as if, like the giddieft of 
creatures, I would run away with this man, and dife 
grace my. whole family !—-,.O, my deareft mamma | 
who can be patient ‘under fiuch treatment? a 

Now, Clary, I fuppofe you will allow me to fpeaks 
I think I have had patience indeed with -yeu.— Could 
I have thought— But I will put all upon a fhort iffue; 
‘Your mamma,’ Clariffa, fhall thew you an :example 
of that patience, you fo boldly claim from her, withe 
out having any yourfelf. = a 

O-my dear, how my mamma’s condefcenfion:di- 
ftrefled me at the time! infinitely more. diftreffed 
me, than rigour could have done. But the knew, 
fhe was to be fure aware, that fhe was: put. upon a 
harth fervice ; an unreafonable fervice,Jet.me fay 5::0f 
fhe would not, fhe could not, haye had fo much pa 
tience with me. i ee 2 

Let me tell you then, proceeded fhe; that all lies 
in a {mall compafs, as your papa faid.— You have 
been hitherto, as you are pretty ready to. plead, -a 
dutiful child— You have indeed had no ‘caufe to-be 
otherwife 5 no child was.ever more favour’'d—. Whe- 
ther you will difcredit all your actions ;. whe- 
ther, at a time and upon: an-occafion that the hi 
inftance of duty is expected from you (an. inftance 
that is to crown all); and when you. declare that 
jour heart is free—you will give that inftance ; of 
whether, having a view to the independence you may 
' claim ¢ for fo, Clary, whateves be your motive, it 
will be judged), and which any man you favour, cap 
, aflert for you agatnft us alls;-or rather for bim/elf,. in 
fite of us— Whethery I fay, you will break.with- 
us all ; and ftand in dehance of 2 jealous papa; need- 
kefsly jealous, J will venture to-day, of: the prezo- 
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gatives of his fex, as to me, and. ftill ten: times more 


Jealous of the authority-of a father 3-+* Fhis is now, the 
point with us. ‘You know your papa has made it:a - 


point; and did he ever: give = one he oer be mn 


aright tocarry?-  . _ 

oo true, thought. I to: -myielf ! 1 And now: m: 
brother has engag’d: my - father, bis fine fcheme-wi 
walk alone, without needing his leading-ftrings ; and 
it. is become my father’s will that I oppose 5 3 not my 
brother’s grafping views. . 

_I was filent. To fay the truth, I was jut then - 
fullenly: filent.. My-heart was too big. I. thought. it 
was hard to be. thus given up by my.mamma;:and 
that fhe fhould make-a ha fo arco as: a 
brother’s, her:will. . 

But this filence sain me fill le 

I fee, my dear, faid fhe, that you are conve: 
Now. my good child, -now,:my Clary, do I love youd 
It fhall not be known, that you have argued avkh ane 
at qll; All fhall be. imputed ta that: modefty, which 
has ever fo much diftinguifh’d you. You a: nate 
the full merit of your pehenaton: | 

wept. . | 

She . tenderly wip’d the tears from my eyes, and 
hifs’d my.cheek-—Y our papa expects you down, with 
a chearfel countenance—But I will excufe your go- 

ing” Allnyour fcruples; you fee, have met with ah 
indulgence truly maternal from me. I rejoice in-the 
hope that-you are convine’d.. This indeed. feems: to 
be a predf of: the welcome seletall you have aka 
ae ‘Beart as freg,i.. + 

wot this. feem to border: coon Hae my: dear, 
in py etre a:mammai— It would. be)wackéed 
(would a mot ?) ito: fuppofe my Imamma. capable! of 
art- But fhevis!»put updh:it; :and_obliged: tor take 
methads her! heart. is naturally above flooping to 5: and 
all intended for my. goosl, becuse ifhe:i{tes. that mo 
ea cat admitted any-whare dfepe:c.. >, i . ‘i 

Wi 
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- I will go-down, proceeded the, and excufe- yous 
attendance at afternoon-tea, as I did to dinner: For 
I know you will have fome little reluCtances to con- 
quer. I will allow you thofe; and alfo fome little 
natural fhynefles—And fo you /han’t come down, if 
you choole net to come down—QOnly, my dear, 
don’t difgrace my report when you come to fupper. 
And befure. behave as you ufed todo to your dro» 
ther and fifter; for your behaviour to them will be 
one teft of your chearful obedience to us.. I advife 
as a friend, you fee, rather than command as a mo- 
ther——So adieu; my love: And again fhe kiffed me} 
and was going. _? : 
- O my dear mamma, fad J, forgive me !—— Bat 
furely you cannot believe, I can ever think of having 
that man! - . 
. She was very angry, and feemed to be greatly dif- 
appointed. She threatened . turn me over fo my 
papa and my uncles: —She bid me.(generoufly bid 
cane if I thought my brother (Br Giter Rad aa 
to ferve by:making my uncles diflatished with me, 
what a handle I gave them. She told me, That the 
had early faid all that fhe thought could be faid againft 
‘the prefent propofal, on a fuppofition, that I, who had 
refufed feveral others (whom fhe own’d to be prefer- 
able as to perfon) fhould ot approve of it; and could 
fhe have prevailed, I had never heard of it: And if 
SH= could not, how could / expe it 2—- That x 
‘was equally my good (in order to preferve to me the 
fhare [ had hitherto held m every-body’s affeCtians ), 
and her own peace, that fhe. wifhed to promote by 
ithe tafk fhe had undertaken That my papa would 
flame out, upon my-refufal to comply :——- That my 
uncles were fo much convinced of the confiltence of 
the meafure with their favourite views of aggrandizing 
the family, that they were-as much determin’d as my ~ 
papa :— That my. aunt Hervey and my uncle Hervey 
were of the fame. party 1—. That. it. was hard,. if a 
= father 
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father. and mother, and uncles, and aunt, all con- 
join’d, could not be allowed to dire&t my choice :— 
‘That, furely, 1 was not the more averfe, becaufe the 

amily view:-would be promoted by the match :— 
That this would be the light, fhe could affure me, in 
which ‘my refufal would be taken by every-body :— 
That all the affeverations I could make of living 
‘fingle, ‘while the man who was fo obnoxious to every- 
, remain’d unmarry’d, and. while he bxa2’d about 
"me, was the word, would have no weight with any of 
them :—That if Mr. Lovelace were an angel, and my 
father made it a point that I fhould not have him, I 
muft be fenfible he would not have his will difputed : 
Efpecially, as it was not doubted, that I correfponded 
with him: To the belief of which, and that it was 
by Mifs Howe’s means, were owing the prohibition, 
Jaid upon me, fo much againft her liking, fhe was 
pleafed to fay. 7 | 
~ T-anfwer'’d to every article fhe had fpoken to as 
above, in fuch a manner, as I am fure would have 
fatisfy’d her, could fhe have been permitted to judge 


for herfelf; and then inveighed with bitternefs againft 


the difgraceful prohibitions laid upon me. 
They would ferve to fhew me, fhe was pleafed to 


fay, how much in earneft my papa was. They might 


‘be taken off, whenever I thought fit, and no harm 


‘done, nor difgrace received. But-if I were to be con- 


tumacious, I might thank myfelf for all that would 
follow. | ? 
Ifigh’d. I wept. Iwas filent. — st 
Shall I, Clary, faid fhe, tell your papa, that thefe 
prohibitions are as unneceflary, as: I hoped they would 
be ?: That you know your duty, and will not offer to 
controvert his will > What fay you, my love? 
- OQ Madam, what can I fay to queftions fo indul- 
gently put? I do indeed Anow my duty: No creature 
im the world is more willing to preci it: But, par- 
“hat I muft bear 
thefe 


y12.s—i«i«<‘s« Whe Hustory of 


théfe prohibitions, if I am to pay {fo dear to have them 
taken off, | 

Determin’d and perverfe, my dear mamma called - 
me: And after walking twice or thrice in anger about - 
the room, fhe turn’d to me;— Your heart free / 
Clariffa! How can you tell me your heart is free? 
Such extraordinary antipathies to a particular perfon 
muft be owing to extraordinary prepofleffions in an- 
other’s favour !—Tell me, Clary; and tell me truly— 
| te ie not continue to correfpond with Mr, Love- 
ace | 4 

Deareft Madam, reply’d I, you know my motives: 
To prevent mifchief, ft anfwer’d his Letters. The 
yeafon for our apprehenfions of this fort are not over. 

I own to you, Clary, altho’ now | would not have 
it known, that I once thought a little qualifying among 
fuch violent fpirits, was not amifs. I did not know 
but all things would come round again by Lord M.’s 
and his two fifters mediation :. But as they all three 
think proper to refent for their nephew ; and as their 
nephew thinks fit to defy us all; and as terms ase 
offer’d on another hand, that could not be afked, 
which will very probably prevent your grandfather’s 
eftate going out of the family, and may be a means 
to bring a ftill greater into it; I fee not, that the 
continuance of your correfpondence with hum either 
can, or ought to be permitted. I therefore now for- 
bid it to you, as you value my favour. 

Be pleafed, Madam, only to advife me how to 
break it off with fafety to my brother and uncles; 
and it is all | wifh for. Would to heaven, the man 
‘fo hated had not the pretence to make of haying been 
too violently treated, when he meant peace and se- 
conciliation !| It would always have been in my own 
power to have broke with him :— His reputed im- 
moralities would have given me a juft pretence at 
any time to do fo— But, Madam, as my uncles and 
gay brother will keep no meafures 3—— as he has heard 

| what 
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what the view is; and as I have reafon to think, that 
he is only reftrained by his regard for me from re- 
fenting their violent treatment of him and his family ; 
what can I do? Would you have me, Madam 


‘make him :defperate ? 


. The Law will protec us, child! !— Offended magi- 
tracy ‘will affert itfelf— — 

But, Madam, may not eine dreadful mifchief fir 
happen oom The Law afferts not itfelf, till it is of 
fended. 

You have made offers, Clary, if you might be 
obhged in the point in queftion :— Are you really in 
earneft, en that condition to break off all correfpond- 
ence with Mr. Lovelace ?— Let me know this. 

' Indeed, I am; and I will. You, Madam, fhall 
fee every letter that has paffed between us. You {hall 


fee I have given him no encouragement, independent 


of my duty :— And when you have feen them, you 
will be better: able to direét me how, on that cond? 
tion, to break intirely with him. 

J take you at. your word, Clariffa : "Give me his 
letters ; and the copies of yours. - 

Tam fure, Madam, you will keep the knowlege that 


J write, and what I write— 


No conditions with your mamma— Surely my prus 
dence may be trufted to. 

I bege’d her pardon ; and befought her to take the 
key of the private drawer in my efcrutoire, where 
they lay, that fhe herfelf might fee, that I had no 
referves to.my mamma. 

She did; and took all his letters, and the copies of 
mine.— Un-condition’d with, fhe was pleafed to fay; 
they #hall be yours again, unfeen by ge dee elfe. - 

1 thank’d her 3 and fhe withdrew to rea them; 
faying, the would return them, when the had. 3 

You, my dear, have-feen all the letters that have 
eat between him and. me, till my laft return from 

you; 
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you: You have acknowleg’d, that he has nothing 
to boaft of, from them: Three others I have received 
fince, by the private conveyance Itold you of; the 
laft I have not yet anfwer’d. | 
In thefe three, as in thofe you have feen, after - 
having befought my favour, and, inthe moft earneft . 
manner, profeffed the fincerity of his paffion for me} 
and fet forth the indignities done him ; the defiances 
my brother throws out againft him in all companies 5 
the menaces, and hoftile appearance of my uncles, 
where-ever they go, or comes and the methods they take 
to defame him ; he declares, * That neither his awa 
* honour, nor his family’s (inyolved as that is in the 
“ undiftinguifhing reflections caft upon him for an un- 
happy affair, which he would have fhunn’d, but 
* could not), permit him to bear thefe confirmed in- 
‘ dignities: “That as my inclinations, if not favour- 
© able to. him, cannot be, nor are, to fuch a man as 
6 the new-fet up Solmes, he is interefted the more to 
© refent my brother’s behaviour ; who to every-body 
_ © avows his rancour and malice; and glories in the 
* probability he has, -thro” this Solmes’s addrefs, df 
“ mortifying me, and avenging himfelf on bim : ‘That 
‘it is impoffible, he fhould not think himfelf con- 
-cern’d to fruftrate a meafure, fo directly level’d at 
‘him, had he not ftill a higher motive for hoping te 
‘ fruftrate it: ‘That I muft forgive him, if he enters 
“ into conference with Solmes upon it. He earneftly 
‘ infifts upon what he has fo often propoted, That I 
‘will give him leave, in company with Lord M. to 
* wait upon my uncles, and even upon my papa or 
“mamma; _ promifing patience, if new provecations, 
 abfolutely beneath a man to bear, are not given? 
Which, by the way, I am far from being able to 
engage for. - : 
In my anfwer, I abfolutely declare, as [ tell him I 
have often done, * That he is to expect no favour 
* from me, againft the approbation of my phere 
¢ That 
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That lam fure their confents for his vifitingany ofthem 
will never be obtained: ‘That I will not be either 
* fo undutiful, or fo indifcreet, as to fuffer my interefts 
“to be feparated from the interefts of my family, for 
‘any man on earth: That I do not think myfelf 
- ‘6 obliged to him for the forbearance I defire one flame- 
‘ing f{pirit to have with others: That in this defire 
‘6 T require nothing of him, but what prudence, juftice, 
© and the laws of his country, oblige from him: That 
‘6 if he has any expectations of favour from me, on 
¢ that account, he deceives himfelf: That I have no 
¢ inclination, as I have often told him, to change my 
* condition: That I cannot allow myfelf to correfpond 
‘with him any longer in this clandeftine manner: It 
* is mean, low, undutiful, I tell him; and has a giddy 
* appearance, which cannot be excufed: That there- 
© fore he is not to expect, that I wi// continue it.’ . 
To this, in his laft; among other things, he 
replies; © That if Iam a€tually determin’d to break 
¢ off all cofrefpondence with him, he muft conclude, 
¢ that it is with a view to become the wife of a man, 
. © whom no woman of honour and fortune can think 
' -© tolerable. And in that cafe, I muft excofe him 
© for faying, that he fhall neither be able to bear the 
© thoughts. of ‘ofing for ever a perfon in whom all. 
‘his prefent, and all his future hopes are centred ; 
¢ nor fupport himfelf with patience under the infolent 
¢ triumphs of my brother upon it: But that he will 
© not prefume to threaten either his own life, or that 
. -© of any other man. He muft take his refolutions as 
. »© fuch a dreaded event fhall impell him, at the time. 
‘If he fhall know that it will be with my own con- 
.€ fent, he muft endeavour fo refign to his deftiny: But 
_ -§ if it be brought about by compulfion, he fhall not be 
© able to anfwer for the confequence.’ | 
I will fend you thefe letters for your perufal, in a 
few days. I would inclofe them ; but that it is 
 - peffible fomething may happen, which may make my 


mamma 
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mamma require to fee them again.— You will fee,: 
my dear, by his, how he endeavours to hold me to 
this correfpondence. . 


ew © | 
In about an hour my mamma return’d. Take - 
your letters, Clary: I°have nothing to tafk your 
difcretion with, as to the wording of yours to him: 
You have even kept up a proper dignity, as well as 
decorum: And you have refented, as you ought to 
refent, his menacing invectives. But can ycu think 
from the avowed hatred of one fide, and the avowed 
defiance of the other, that this can be a fuitable match? 
Can you think it becomes you to encourage an ad- 
drefs from a man who has: fought a duel with your 
brother, let his fortune and profeffions be what they 
will? . . 
By no means it can, Madam ; you will be pleafe 
to obferve, that I have faid as much to him. But 
now, Madam,: the whole correfpondence is before 
you; and I beg your commands what to do in a fitua 
tion fo very d:fagreeable. ; 
One thing I will tell you, Clary Harlowe: But I 


charge you, as you would not have me queftion the 


generofity of your fpirit, to take no advantage of it, 
either mentally or verbally, were the words: T hat lam 
fo much pleafed with the offer of your keys to me, 
in fo chearful and unreferved a manner, ani in the 
prudence you have fhewn in your letters, that were 
It practicable to bring every one, or your father only, 
into my opinion, I fhould readily leave all the reft to 
your difcretion, referving only to myfelf the direction 
or approbation of your future letters; and to fee, that 
ou broke off the correfpondentce, as focn as poffible. 
But as it isnot, and as I know your papa would have 
No patience with you, fhould it be acknowleg’d that 
you .correfpond with Mr. Lovelace, or that you have — 
correfponded with him fince the time he-prohibited ~ 
you 
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‘ - fo to do; I forbid you continuing fuch a liberty. 


et, as the cafe is difficult, let me afk you, What you 
yourfelf can propofe ? Your heart, you fay, is free. You 
own, that you cannot think, as matters are circum- 


anced, that a match with a man fo obnoxious as he 


now is to us all, is proper to be thought of : What 
do you propofe to do ?—What, Clary, are your own 
thoughts of the matter ? ; 
_ Without hefitation (for I faw I was upon a new 
trial) thus I anfwer’d— What I humbly propofe is 


";, this:—¢ That I will write to Mr. Lovelace (for I 
=. ‘have not anfwer’d his laft) that he has nothing to do 
” *between my father and me: That I neither a/& his 
* advice, nor need it: But that fince he thinks he has 
" *fome pretence for interfering, becaufe of my bro- 
~ Sther’s avowal of the intereft of Mr. Solmes in ma- 
1, flice to him, I will affure him, without giving him 
‘”. “any reafon to impute the affurance to be in the leaft 
“. © favourable to himfelf, that I never-will be that man’s.’ 
, And if, proceeded I, I may be permitted to give him 


this affurance ; and Mr. Solmes, in confequence of 


: It, be difcouraged from profecuting his addrefs ; let 
, Mr. Lovelace be fatisfy’d or diffatisfy’d, I will go no . 
‘“” farther ; nor write another line to him; nor ever fee 
. him more, if F can avoid it: And fhall have a good — 
., excufe for it, without bringing in any of my family. . 


Ah! my love !— But what fhall we do about the 


_, terms Mr. Solmes offers? Thofe are the inducements 
; with every-body: He has even given hopes to your 
*" brother that he will make exchanges of eftates ; or at 


leaft, that he will purchafe the northern one; for, 


*“" you know, it muft be intirely confiftent with the 
*. family. views, that we increafe our intereft in. this 
" county. Your brother, in fhort, has given in a plan 
~" that captivates us all: And a family fo rich in all its 
* branches, that has it’s views to honour, muft be 
| Pleafed to fee a very great probability of being on a 
” footing with the principal in the kingdom. 


t . And 
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. And for the fake of thefe views, for the fake of this _ 
plan of my brother’s, am I, Madam, to be given in - 


marriage to a man I never can endure !—Q my dear ° 
mamma, fave me, fave me, if you can, from this - 


heavy evil{——[ had rather be bury’d alive, indeed I 
had, than have that man! 


She chid me for my vehemence; but was fo good - 


as to tell me, That fhe would venture to talk with 
uncle Harlowe, and, if he encourag’d her (or would 
engage to fecond her), with my papa; and I fhould 
hear further in the morning. | 

She went down to tea, and kindly -undertook to 


excufe my attendance at fupper: And I immediately - 


had recourfe to my pen, to give you thefe particulars; 
But is it not a fad thing, I repeat, to be obliged to 
ftand in oppofition to the will of fuch a mamma? 


Why, as I often fay to: myfelf, was fuch a -man 
as this Solmes fix’d upon? The only man in the . 


world, furely, that could offer fo much, and deferve 
fo little | | 

Little indeed does he deferve!— Why, my dear, 
the man has the moft indifferent of characters. Every 
mouth is open’d againft him for his-fordid ways— A 
fooltfo man, td be fo bafe-minded !— When the dif- 
ference between the obtaining of a fame for generofity, 
and incurring the cenfure of being a mifer, .will not, 
prudently manag’d, .coft fifty pounds a year. 

What a name have: you got, at a lefs expence? 
And what an opportunity had he of obtaining credit 
at a very {mall one, fucceeding fuch a wretched crea- 
ture as Sir Oliver, in fortunes fo vaft >— Yet has he 
fo behaved, that the common phrafe is apply’d to 
him, :That Sir Oliver will mrver be dead, while A4n 
Solmes Lves. | 

The world, as I-have often thought, ill-natured as 
it is ‘fatd to be, is generally more juft in charaCters 
‘({fpeaking by what it feels), than is ufually apprehend- 
ed: And thofe who.complain moft of its cenforiouf- 

nefs, 


_ 
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“it mefs, perhaps fhould look inwardly for the occafion: 
‘x2 Offener than they do. 
-: My heart is a little at eafe, on the hopes that my 
4,2 Mamma will be able to procure favour for me, and a 
-,1 deliverance from this man; and fo IJ have leifure to. 

moralize: But if I had zot, I fhould not forbear to 
c: intermingle occafionally thefe fort of remarks, becaufe 
“uz You command me never to omit them-when they oc- 
“1 cur tomy mind: And not to be able to make them, 
ij. even in a more affeéting fituation, when one: fits 

down to write, would fhew one’s-felf more engaged 
wi to felf, and one’s own concerns, than attentive to the 
cy Withes of a friend. If it be.faid, that it is setural fo 
-w: to be, what makes that nature, on occafions where a 
zz! friend may be obliged, or reminded of a piece of in- 
as frudtion, which, writing down, one’s-felf may be the 
yc: better for, but a fault; which it would fet a perfon 
rz: Move nature to fubdue ? : 
goes 


et 
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down at my ufual time, that it might not be known 
I had not been in bed; and gave direCtions in the fa- 
mily way. 

About eight o’ clock Shorey came to me from my 
mamma, with orders to attend her in her chamber. 

‘My mamma had been weeping, I faw by her eyes: 
But her afpeét feem’d to be lefs ‘tender, and lefs af- 
fectionate, than the day before; and this fuck me 


with an awe, as foon as I ae her prefence, which - 


gave a great damp to my {piri 
Sit down, Clary Harlowe; ; - fhall talk to you by- 


and-by: And was looking into a drawer among laces 


and linen, in a way neither bufy nor unbufy. 


After fome time, fhe afk’d me coldly, What dies 


tions I had given for the day? 
. I gave her the bill of fare for this day, and to- 
morrow, if, I faid, it pleafed her to approve of it. 


She made a final alteration i init; but with anair - 
fo cold and fo folemn, as added to the eiotons Ten- | 


ter’d into her prefence with. - 

Mr. Harlowe talks of dining out to- day, I ‘think, 
at my brother Antony’s.—- 

r. Harlowe !—Not my papa !— Have I not then 

a a {—thought I? 

Sit down when I bid you. 

Tfatdown. — 
— You look very fullen, Clary. 

I hope not, Madam. : 


If children would always be children—-parents— . 


And there fhe ftopt. 


She then went to her toilette, arid looked in the - 
glafs, and gave half a figh—— the other half, as if fhe - 
_ would not have fighed, could fhe have help’ d it, fhe : 


gently hem’d. away. 
I don’t love to fee the girl look fo fullen. 


- Indeed, Madam, I am not fullen.— And I arofe, | 


and, turning from her, drew out my handkerchief, 
for the tears ran down my cheeks. - I thought, by 
the 


=e 
remy f fa, eh =o 


jak oe 
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the glafs before me, I faw the mother in her foften’d | 
eye caft towards me.— But her words confirm’d not | 
e hop’d-for tendernefs. 
One of the provoking’ft things in the world is, to 
have people cry for what they can help! 7 
I with to heaven I could, Madam!— and I fobb’d 
ain. 
_ Tears of penitence and fobs of perverfenefs are 
mighty well fuited !—You may go up to your chamber. 
I fhall talk with you by-and-by. . 
I courtefy’d with reverence.— 
Mock me_ not with outward gefture of refpect. 
The heart, Clary, is what I want. | 
- Indeed, Madam, you have it. It is not fo much 
mine, as my mamma’s! | 
Fine talking !—As fomebody fays, If words were 


“ - duty, Clariffa Harlowe would be the dutifulleft child 
breathing. 


God blefs that fomebody!— Be it whom it will, 
God blefs that fomebody !—And I courtefy’d, and, 
purfuant to her laft command, was going. 

She feem’d ftruck; but was to be angry with me. 

_ So turning from me, fhe fpoke with quicknefs, 
Whither now, Clary Harlowe? 
Rae commanded me, Madam, to go tomy cham- | 

Yr. 

I fee you are very ready to go out of my prefence. 
Is your compliance the effect of fullennefs, or obe- 
dience ?——You are very ready to leave me. 

I could hold no longer; but threw myfelf at her 
fect: O my deareft mamma! Let me know all I 
am to fuffer: Let me know what I am to be! I will 
bear it, if 1.can bear it: But your difpleafure I can- 
not bear! : | 

Leave me, leave me, Clary Harlowe!—No kneel- 
ing !—Limbs fo fupple ; Will fo ftubborn ! —Rife, I 
tell you. 

I cannot rife! I will difobey my mamma, when 

Vou. L G fhe’ 
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fhe bids me leave her, without her being reconciled 
to me! No fullens, my. mamma: No perverfenefs: , 
But, worfe than either, This is dire&t difobedience |— 
Yet tear not yourfelf from me! (wrapping my arms 
about her as I kneeled ; fhe ftrugeting to get from 
me; my face lifted up to hers, with eyes running 
over, that fpoke not my heart if they were not alt 
humility and reverence.) You muft not, niuft not, 
tear yourfelf from me! (for ftill the dear lady frug- 
gled, and looked this way and that, in a fweet difor- 
der, as if fhe knew not what to do.)— I will neither 
sife, nor leave you, nor Jet you go, till you fay you, 
. are not angry with me. ot oie 3 
~ O thou ever-moving child of my heart! (folding 
fher dear arms about my neck, as mine embraced her 
knees.) Why was this tafk! But leave me !—You 
have difcompofed me beyond expreffion !~—Leave me, 
my dear!—i won’t be angry with you—if I can help 
it—if you'll be good. _ _ | 

_ I arofe trembling, and, hardly knowing what I did, 
or how I ftood or walk’d, withdrew to my chamber, 
My Hannah followed me, as foon as fhe heard me. 
quit my mamma’s prefence, and with falts and fpring- 
water juft kept me from fainting; and that was as 
much as fhe could do. It-was near two hours before 
I could fo far recover myfelf as to take up my pen, to 
write to you how unhappily my hopes have ended. 
- My mamma went down to breakfaft. 1 was -not 
fit to appear: But if I had been better, I fuppofe I 
fhould not have been fent for; my papa’s hint, when 
in my chamber, being, I’o bring me down, if worthy 
of the name of daughter. That, I doubt, I never fhall 
be in 4is opinion, if he be not brought to. change his 
mind as to this Mr. Solmes. 


LET- 
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i E: ie T E R XIX. 
anf CLARISSA HaRLowe, To Mi 5 Howes 


2 Jase v Ue anfuer to. Letter XV.] . 
ae on * Sat. March 4. 12 a oe 
Prannae has jah now brought me from the 
ufeal place your favour of yefterday. The con- 
tents 6f it havé made me very thoughtful; and youw 
will have an anfwer in my gtaveft ftyle.— J to have. 
that Mr. Sotmes t-—No indeed !i--I will fooner But 
E-will write firft to other parts of your letter that are 
lefs concerning, that I may touch upon this part witht 
Hore patience: * — 
‘ As to what you mention of my fitter’ s value for Mr. 
Lovelace; ‘Tam not very much furprifed at it. She 
takes fuch offictous pains, and it is fo much her fub« 


ject, to have it thought that fhe never did, and never. 


could like him, that the gives but too much room to 
fufpeét her. ‘Then the never tells the ftory of their 
parting, and: of her ‘refufal of him, but her colour 
rifes, fhe looks with difdain upon me, and mingles 
anger with the airs fhe gives herfelf :—Both anger and 


airs, at leaft, demonftrating, that fhe refufed a man 


whom fhe thought worth accepting: Where elfe is 


. the reafon either for anger‘ or boaft?— Poor Bella! 


She is to be pity’d !—She cannot either like or diflike 
with temper !— Would to heaven fhe had been miftrefs 
of all her wifhes !—W ould to heaven fhe had !— 

As to the article of giving up to my papa’s controul 
the eftate bequeathed me, my motives at the time, as 
you acknowlege, were not: blameable. Your advice 
to me on the fubject was grounded, as I remember, ant 
your good opinion of me; believing that I fhould not 
make a bad ufe of the power willed me: Neither you 
nor!, my dear, altho’ you now affume the air of a 
diviner (pardon me), couk! have believed That would 
have happen’d which has happen’d; as to my father’s 

G 2 part 
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part particularly. You were indeed jealous of my bro~ 
ther’s views againft me; or rather-of his predominant 
love of Self; but I did not think fo hardly of my bro- 
ther and fifter, as you always did. You never loved 
them ; and ill-will has eyes always open to the faulty 
fide; as good-will or love is blind even to real imper- 
fections. I will briefly recolle@ my’ motives. : 
I found jealoufies and uneafinefs rifing in every 
breaft, where all before was unity and love: The he- 
noured teftator was reflected upon: A fecond child- 
hood was attributed to him; and I was cenfured, as 
having taken advantage of it. All young creatures; 
thought I, more or lefs, covet independency ;- bu¢ 
thofe who with moft for it, are feldom the fitteft to be 
trufted either with the government of themfelves, or 
with power over others. ‘This is certainly a very high 
and unufual bequeft to fo young a creature. We fhould 
not aim at a// we have power to do. ‘To take al] that 
ood-nature, or indulgence, or good opinion con. 
bis. fhews a want of moderation, and a grafpingnefs 
that is unworthy of that indulgence ; and are bad indi- 
Cations of the w/e that may be made of the power be- 
queathed. It is true, thought I, that I have formed 
agreeable fchemes of making others as happy as my- 
felf, by the proper difcharge of the ftewardihip intrufted 
to mé (Are not all eftates ftewardfhips, my dear?) 
But let me examine myfelf: Is not vanity, or fecret 
love of praife, a principal motive with me at the bot- 
tom?— Ought | not to fufpeét ‘my' own heart? If] 
fet up for myfelf, puffed up with every one’s good 
opinion, may I not be /eft to myfelff— Every one’s 
eyes are upon the conduct, upon the vifits, upon the 
vift-ors of a young creature of our fex, made inde- 
pendent: And are not fuch, moreover, the fubjects 
of the attempts of the wor/? of the other’—And then, 
left to myfelf, fhould I take a wrong ftep, tho’ with 
ever fo good an intention, how many fhould I have 
to triumph over me, how few to pity '— The more 


¢ 
’ 
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of the one, and the fewer of the other, for having 
aimed: at excelling. : 

Thefe were fome of my reflections at the time: 
_AndI have no doubt,. but that in the fame fituation I 
fhould do the very fame thing; and that upon the ma- 
tureft deliberation. Who can command or forefee 
events? To act up to our beft judgments at the times 
isall we can do. If I-have ers’d, .’tis to worldly wii- 
dom only that I have err’d. If we fuffer by an aét of 
duty, or even by an ad of generofity, is it not plea- 
‘furable on refleétion, that the fault is in-others, rather 
than in ourfelves ?—I had rather, a vaft deal, have rea« — 
fon to think others unkind, than that they fhould have 
any to think me undutiful.. And-fo, my dear, I am. 
{ure had you.- - : | : 
And now for the mo/f concerning part of your letter - 
You think I muft of neceffity be Mr. Solmes’s wife, 
as matters aye circumiftanced. I will not be very rafhy 
my.dear, in-protefting to the contrary’: But EF think it 
Hever, never can; nor ought to-be !—— My temper, 1 
know, is depended upon: But I have heretofore faid, 
that I have fomething in me of my father’s family, as 
well as of my mother’s (a). And have I any encou- 
ragement to follow too implicitly the example which 
my mamma fets of meeknefs, and refignednefs to the 
wills of others ?—Is fhe not for ever obliged to be, as 
‘fhe was pleafed to hint to me, of the forbeariug fide? 
In my mamma’s cafe, your obfervation is verify’d, that 
thofe who wil bear-much, fhall have much to bear :— 
‘What is it, as fhe fays, that /be has not facrificed to 
peace ? — Yet, has fhe by her facrifices always found 


-the peace fhe has deferved to find? Indeed No ![—I am 


‘afraid the very contrary. And often and often have 
I had reafon, on her account, to refle&t, that we poor 
mortals, by our over-follicitude to preferve undifturbed 
“the qualities we are conttitutionally fond of, frequently 
lofe the benefits we propofe to ourfelves from them : 
| | G 3 Since 
(4) See Letter ix. p. 50. : 
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Since the defigning and incroaching, finding out what 
‘we moft fear to forfeit, direct their batteries againft 
thefe our weaker places, and, makéng an artillery, if I 
may fo phrafe it, of our hopes and fears, play it upon 
us at their pleafure.-- i 
Steadinefs of mind (a quality which the il-bred an 
' cenforious deny to any of our fex), when one is con- 
vinced of being in the right (otherwife it is not fteadi- 
nefs, but obftinacy), and in material cafes, is a qua- 
lity, my good Dr. Lewin was wont to fay, that brings 
great credit to the poffeflor of it; at the fame time 
that it ufually, when try’d and Anown, raifes fuch 
above the attempts of the meanly machinating. He 
ufed therefore to inculcate upon me this fteadinefs, 
upon laudable convictions. And why may I not 
think that 1 am now put upon an exercife of it ?>— I 
have faid, that I never can be, that I never ought to be, 
Mrs. Solmes.—I repeat, that I ought not: For furely, 
my dear, I fhould not give up. to’ my brother’s am- 
- bition the happinefs of my future life-—Surely I ought 
‘not to be the inftrument to deprive Mr. Solmes’s re- 
lations of their natural rights and reverfionary pro- 
fp2cts, for the fake of further aggrandizing a famil 
(altho’ that I am of) which already lives in. great af- 
fluence and fplendor ; and who might be as juftly dif- 
fatisfy’d, were what fome fome of them aim:at.to be 
obtained, that they were not princes, as now. they 
are, that they are fot peers (for when ever was: an am- 
bitious mind, as you obferve in the cafe of avance (a), 
fatisfy’d by acquifition?). The lefs, furely,. ought I 
to give into thefe grafping views of my brother, - as 
I myfelf heartily defpife the end aimed at; as I with 
not either to change my ftate, or better my fortunes; 
-and as | am fully perfuaded, that happinefs and tiches 
are two things, and very feldom meet together. '-.: 
Yet I dread, I exceedingly dread, the conflicts | 
know I muft encounter with. Ie. is poffible, that J 
- , ma 
(a) See Letter x. p.§5« A 
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may be more unhappy from the due obfervation of 
the good doétor’s general precept, than were I to 

ield the point; fince what I call /teadine/s is attri- 
jieer to ftubbornnefs, to obftinacy, to prepofleffion, 
by thofe who have a right to put what interpretation 
they pleafe upon my conduc. . _ 

So, my dear, were we perfect, which no one car 
de, we could not be happy in this life, unlefs thofe 
with whom we have to deal (thofe, more efpecially, 
-who have any controul upon us), were govern’d by 
the fame principles. What have we then to do, but 
as I- have hinted above, to choofe right, and purfue 
it fteadily, and leave the iflue to Providence ? 

_ This, if you approve of my motives (and if you 
don’t, pray inform me), muft be my aim in the pre- 
fent ey ae | 

But what then can I plead for a palliation to my/elf 
rof. my mamsma’s fufferings on my account? Perhaps 
This eonfideration will carry fome force with it ;—_ 
: That der. difficulties. cannot laft long; only till this 
-preat ftruggle.fhall be one way or other determin’d.— 
Whereas my unhappinefs, if I comply, will (from an 


_ averfion not to be overcome) be for life. To which 


Jet me add, That, as I have reafon to think that the 
prefent meafuxes are not enter’d upan with her own 
natural liking, fhe will have the lefs pain, fhould they 


- want the fuccefs which I think in my heart they ought 


i have run a great length in a very little time. The 
Fabject touch’d me to the quick. My reflections upon 
-it will give you reafon to expect from me a perhaps 


too fteady behaviour in a new conference, which, find, 


‘A mvuft have with my mamma. My father and brother, 


as fhe was pleafed to tell me, dine at my uncle An- 


tony’s, on purpofe, as I have reafon to believe, to give 
‘an opportunity for it. _ 

Hannah informs me, that fhe heard my papa high 
‘and angry with my ‘mamma, at taking leave of 
. G4 . her ; 
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her: I fuppofe for being too favourable to me ; fot 
Hannah heard her fay, as‘in tears, * Indeed, Mr. 
“ Harlowe, you greatly diftrefs me !— The poor girl 
© does not deferve—’ Hannah heard no more, but 
that he faid, he would break fomebody’s heart—Mine, 
I fuppofe.—Not my mother’s, I hope. 

As only my fifter dines with my mamma, I thought 
J fhould have been commanded down: But fhe fent 
me up a plate from her table. I wrote on. I could 
not touch a morfel: I order’d Hannah however, to 
eat of it, that 1 might not be thought fullen. 

I will fee, before I conclude this, whether any 
thing offers from either of my private correfpondencies, 
that will make it proper to add to it ; and will takea 
turn in the wood-yard and garden for that purpofe, 


a ae 
lam ftopp’d. Hannah fhall depofite this. She was: 
order’d by my mamma, who afk’d where.I was, to 


tell me, that {he would come up and talk with me in 
my own clofet.—She is coming! Adieu, my dear. 


LETTER. XX. 
Mifs CuarissA HarLowe, To Ai/s Howe. 


Sat. P.M. 
"THE expected conference is over: But my diffi- 


culties are increafed. This, as my mamma was 
pleafed to telf me, being the laft perfuafory effort that 
will be attempted, I will be as particular in the account 

of it as my head and my heart will allow me to be. 
_ ‘I have made, faid fhe, as fhe enter’d my room, a 
fhort as well as early dinner, on purpofe to confer with 
you: And I do aflure you, that it will be the laft con-. 
ference I fhall either be permitted or inclined to hold 
with you on the fubject, if you fhould proveas refractory 
as fome, whom I hope you'll difappoint, imagine i“ 
Wil 5 


| to exprefs what I had to ra : 
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will; and thereby demonftrate, that I have notthe weight 
with you that my indulgence to you deferves. : 
- Your papa both dines and fups at your uncle’s, on 
purpofe to give us this opportunity; and as I fhall 
make my report (which d.have promifed to do very 
faithfully) on his return, he will: take. his meafures 
with you. | o 7 
. I was’ offering to fpeak—Hear, Clariffa,-what I 
have to tell you, faid fhe, before you fpcak, unlefs 
what you have to fay will fignify to me your com- 
pliance—Say—wiil it ?—If it will, you may {peak. 

I was'filenc. : . 

- She looked with concern and anger upon me—No 
compliance; I find!— Such a dutiful young creature 
hitherto !—- Will you not, can you not, fpeak‘as I 
would have you {peak ? — Then, rejecting me, -as it. 
were, with her hand, then, continue filent. — /, no 
more than your. father, will bear your avowed contra+ 
diction !— - ' 
. She paufed, with a look. of expectation, .as if fhe 
waited for my confenting ‘an{wer. - 

“IT was ftill filent ; looking down; the tears in my 
eyes. . | , ef , 
"0 thou determin’d girl!—But fay; fpeak out; are 
you refolved to ftand in oppofition to us all, ina point 
eur hearts are fet upon? | 

May JI, Madam, be permitted to expoftulate? 

To: what purpofe expoftulate with me, Clariffa? - 
Your father is determin’d. Have I not told yOu, 
that there is no receding; that the honour, as well a3 __ 
the benefit, of the family is concerned? Be ingenuous : 
You ufed to be fo, even againft yourfelf—Who at the . 
Jong run muff fubmit — all of us to you; or you ta’ 
all of us? — If you intend to yield at /ef if you find - 
you cannot conquer, yield mew, and with.a grace— - 
for yield you mult, or be none of our child... 

‘I wept. ~I knew snot what to fay; or rather how | 
5 | Take 
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Take notice, that there are.flaws.in-your.grand- 
father’s will: Not a fhilling of that. eftate will be 
yours, if you do mot yield. Your gxandfather left it 
to you, as areward of your duty to Lim aad to usmy 
You will juftly forfeit ity ifm ee, 

Permit me, good Madam, to fay,.that, if it were 
unjuftly bequeathed me, I ought not to wifh to: have 
i But I hope Mr. Solmes will be apprized of thefe 

aws, : eh oe ee ae 

This was very pestly faid, fhe waspleafed te tell me: 
But bid caches that the forfeiture of ghat eftate, 
thro’ my oppofition, would be attended with the 
total. lofs of my papa’s favour; and then how defti- 
tute: J muft. be; how unable to fupport myfelf 3. and 
how many benevolent defigns and good actions mult 
J give up t . . ie ge. Oe eer ae 

I muff accommodate myfelf,. I {aid, in the leteer 
cafe, to my eircumftances ; Auch only -was required 
where anuch was given. It became me to be thankful 
for what I had had: And J had reafon to blefs her ‘and 
my goed Mrs. Norton, for bringing me.up te -be far 
tisfied with ligthée—..with much lefs, 1 woud venture 
to fy, than my papa’s indulgence angually conferr’d 
upon me.—And then I thought of the old Roman and 
hislentiless 2. 0 0 te ees 

What perverfenefst {aid my mamma.—But.s€ yes 
depend upon the fayour of either, or both your uncles, 
vain will be that dependence. Ther will give you 
up, I do affure you, if your papa does, and. abfolutely 
renounce you. ee : a 

I told her, I was forry that I had had fo little merit, as 
to have made no deeper impreffions of favour for me 
in their hearts: But that I would, love. and. -honour 
themaslongasI lived. 22 02 ts 
_ All this, fhe was pleafed to fay, made my .prepol~ 
feffion in. a certain man’s; favour the more evident. 
. Indeed my brother and fiftercould not go-any-ywhither, 


but they heard of thefe prepoffeffions. . 
_ : Xt 


‘be free, 
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“Te was-a great'grief to'me, I faid, to be made the 
fubje@ of the public talk: But I -hop’d fhe would 
have the goodnefs to excufe mie for obferving, that 
‘the authers of my difgrace within-doors, the talkers 
of my prepofleffion without, and: the reporters of it 
rom abroad, were originally the fame perfons. 
She feverely chid me for this. 
I received her rebukes in filence. © | 
You are fullen, Clariffa! I fee you are fullen !—And 
fie walked: about the room in anger. -Theh turning 


_ to me~ You can dear the imputation, I fec!— You 


have no concern to ¢lear yourfelf of it. I was afraid 
of telling you all I was injoined to ee in cafe'you 
were to be uhperfuadeable:— But'I firid that I had a - 
greater opinion of your delicacy and gentlenefs than I 
needed to have.— It cannot difcompofe fo ftéady, fo 
inflexible, a young creature, to be told, that the fet- 
tlernents are actually drawn; and that you will Be 
caHed down, in'a very few days, to hear them’ rea, 
and: to fign them : for it is impoffible, if your heart 

that you can make the leaft objection to 
them ; except that they are fo much in your favour, 
and in all our favour, be one. | 

'- I was fpeechlefs, abfolutely fpeechlefs: Altho’ my 
heart was ready to burft, yet could I neither weep 
mor fpeak, : | 

-- She was ae fhe faid, for my averfenefs to this 
match (match fhe was pleafed to call it!): But there 
was no help. ‘The honour and intereft of the family, 
as my aunt had told me, and as /be had told me, were 
concern’d; and I muft comply: a 

. 1 was ftill {peechlefs. | , os 

She folded the warm /ftatue, ‘as fhe was pleafed to 
call me, in her arms; and intreated me, for God’s 
fake, and for her fake, to comply; 

. Speech and tears were lent me at the fame time.—. 
‘You have given me life, Madam, faid I, clafping my 
uplifted hands together, and falling on one knee; 2 

os G 6 happy 
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happy one, till now, has your goodnefs, and ‘my 
papa’s, made it! O donot, donot, make all the re- 
mainder of it miferable! a 

Your papa, reply’d fhe, is refolv’d he will not fee 
till he fees you as obedient a child as you ufed to - 

e. You. have never been put to a teft till now, 
that deferv’d to be called a teft. ‘This 1s,. This mu/t 
be, my laft effort with you. Give me hope, my dear 
child : My peace is concerned: I will compound with 
you but for Sope; and yet your father will not be fa- 
tisfy’d without an implicit, and even a chearful obe- 
dicnce :—-Give me but hope, my child! | 

To give you hope, my deareft, my maft indulgent 
mamma, is to give you every thing. Can I be honett, 
if I give a hope that I cannot contin’ 

She was very angry. She again called me perverfe: 
She upbraided me with regarding only my own in- 
clinations, and refpeCling not either her peace of 
mind, or my own duty :— * It was a grating thing, 
* fhe faid, for the parents of a child, who delighted 
‘in her in all the time of her helplefs infancy, and 
© throughout every ftage of her childhood, and in 
© every part of her education to womanhood, becaufe 
© of the promifes fhe gave of proving the moft grate- 
‘ful and dutiful of children; to find, that juft when 
* the time arsived which fhould crown all their wifhes, | 
“the fhould i{tand in the-way of her .own happineds, 
© and her parents comfort, and, refufing an. excellent 
“offer, and noble fettlements, give fufpicions to her 
‘ anxious friends, that {he would become the property 
© of a vile rake and libertine, who (be the occafion 
‘what it would) defy’d her family, and had aétually 
© embrucd his hands in her. brother’s blood.’ 

She added, ¢ That fhe had a very hard time of it 
‘ between my father and me; That feeing my diflike, 
¢ fhe had mare than once pleaded for me; but all to 
“no purpofe. She was only treated as a too fond 
‘mother, who, irom motives of a blameable indul- 

“ pencey 


© be convinced o 


_-— 
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‘€ gence, would encourage a4 child to ftand in oppo- 


© fition to a father’s will: She was charged;. fhe faid, 
© with dividing the family into two parts; fhe and 


.© her youngeft daughter ftanding again{t her hufband, 


© his two brothers, her fon, her‘eldeft daughter, and 
© her fifter Hervey. She had been told, that fhe muft 

é the fitnefs as well as advantage to 
‘the whole‘(my brother and Mr. Lovelace out of 
‘the queftion) of carrying the contract with Mr. 
¢ Solmes, on which fo many contracts depended, into 


‘6 execution.’ 


. She repeated, ‘ That my father’s heart was in it’: 
© ‘That he had declared, he had rather have no daugh- 
“ ter.in me, than one.he could not difpofe of for her 
“own good: Efpecially as [ had owned, . that my 
© heart-was free; and as the general good of his whole 
“ family was to be promoted by my obedience: That 
© he had pleaded, that his frequent gouty paroxy{ms 
© (every Fit more threatening than the former) gave 
© him no extraordinary profpects either of world] 
© happinefs, or of long days: ‘That he hoped, that 1, 
© who had been fuppofed to have contributed to the 
‘Jengthening of his father’s lite, would not, by my 
© ddobedience, fhorten Jis.’ 

- This was a moft affecting plea, my dear; I wept 


‘In filence upon it; I could not fpeak to it: And 


my anamma:proceeded: * What therefore could: be 
‘:pis motives, fhe afked, in the earneft defire he had 
© to fee this treaty perfected, but the welfare and 
‘.aggrandizement of ‘his family ; which already hav- 
“ ing fortunes to become the higheft condition, could 
‘not but afpire to greater diftinGtions: ‘That, how- 
¢ ever flight fuch views as thefe mizht appear to me, 
‘ 1 knew, that they were not flight ones to any other 
$ of the family: And my papa would be his own 
¢ judge of what was, and what was not, likely to pro- 
* mote the good of his children: ‘That my abftra¢t- 
*ednefs (affectation of abftractednefs fome called it) 

7 | * favour’d 
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© favour’d of greater particularity,. than what they 
© aium’d to carry: That modefly and humility would 
“ therefore oblige me rather to miftruft myfelf of pe- 
© culiarity, than cenfure-views,. which all the world 
© purfued, as opportunity offer’d.’ 

z was ftill filent; and fhe. proceeded— ¢ ‘That it 
© was owing to the good opinion which my papa had 
* of me, and of my prudence, duty, and gratitude, 
© that he had engaged for my compliance, in my 
“fence (before I return’d from Mifs Howe ) ; 
© had built and finifhed contraéts upon it, that eat 
© not be made void, or cancelled.’ 

But why then, thou ht I, did they receive me, ‘oft 
my return from Mifs Howe, with fo much intimi- 


dating folemnity ?—~ To be fure, this argument, as : 


well as the reft, was obtruded upon my mamma. 

She went on, ‘ That -my papa had declar’d, that 
* my unexpected oppofition (unexpected, fhe was pleafed 
© to call it), and Mr. Lovelace’s contanued menace$ 
‘ and infults, more and more convine’d him, that a 
‘ fhort day was neceflary, in order to put an end to 
* all that man’s hopes, and to his own apprehenfions 
‘ refulting from the difobedience of a child fo favour’d ¢ 
‘ That he had therefore actually order’d patterns of 
¢ the richeft filks to be fent for from London— - 

I ftarted !— I was out of breath— I:gafped, at this 
frightful jrecipitance: I was going to open with 
warmth apainft it. I knew whofe the. happy expe: 
dient mult be: Female minds, I once heard my bro: 
ther fay, that could but be brought to delance on 
the change of their ftate, might eafily be determined 
by the glare and fplendor of the nuptial preparations; 
and the pride of becoming the miftrefs oF a family.— 
But fhe was pleafed to hurry on, that I might not have 
time to exprefs my difgufts at fucha communication— 
to this effect : 

_ © That neither for my fake, nor his own, could 
.& my father labour under a fufpenfe fo ee to 
+ his 
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- fifter, wholly aétuated by 
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§ hig sepofe: .That he had even. thought fit to ac- 
© quaint Jer, on her pleading for me, that. it became 
© her, as fhe valued her own peace (How harth to 
€ fuch a wife !), and as. fhe wifhed, that he fhould not 
© fufpect that fhe fecretly favoured the addrefs of a 
“ vile rake (a charaéter which all the fex, he was 
£ pleafed to fay, virtuous and vicious, were but. too 
© fond of !), to exert her authority aver me: And that 
£ This fhe might the lefs fcrupuloufly do, as I had 
© own’d (the old ftring !) that my heart was free... 
. Unworthy reflection This of our fex’s valuing a li- 
bertine, in my mamma’s cafe, furely | who made choice 
ef my paps.in preference to feveral fuitors of equal for- 
tune, becaufe they were ofinferior reputation for morals | 
She. added, * That my papa had left her at going 
€ out, with this.command, That if fhe found that 
§ fhe had not the proper influence over me, fhe fhould _ 
§ dire€tly. {eparate herfelf from me; and leave me, 
§ fingly, to take the confequence of my double dif- 
Sebedience” =. | | i 
_. She therefore intreated me in the moft earneft and 
condefcending manner, * To fignify to my: papa, on 
« his return, my rearly obedience: And this, fhe was 
& pleafed to fay, as well for her fake, as mine.’ 
Affected by my mamma’s goodnefs to me, and by 
that part of her argument which related to her own 
peace, amd to the fufpicions they had of her fecretly 
joclining to. prefer the man fo. hated by them, to the 
man fo much my averfion, I could not but with it 
were. poflible for me to obey. : I therefore paufed, 
heGtated, confider’d, and was filent for a-confider- 
able fpace.. I cowkd fee, that my mamma hoped © 
that the refult of this hefitation would be favour+ 
able:to. her arguments. But then, recollecting, that 
all was owing to the. infigations of a.brother and 
felfith and envious views ; 
That I had not deferved the treatment I had of late 
met with: That my difgrace was already. become the 
7 ” : public 
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‘public talk: That my averfion to their man was too 
‘generally known, to make my compliance either cre- 
‘ditable to myfelf or to them; as tt would demon- 
ftrate lefs of duty than of a flavifh, and even of a for- 
did mind, feeking to preferve its worldly fortunes, 
by the facrifice of its future happinefs ; That it would 
give my brother and fifter a triumph over me, and 
over Mr. Lovelace, which they would not fail to 
glory in; and which, altho’ it‘concern’d me but 
little to matter on zs account, yet might be at- 
tended with fatal mifchiefs— And then Mr. Solmes’s 
difagreeable perfon, his ftill more difagreeable man- 
ners; his low underftanding — Underftanding! the 
glory of a man! fo little to-be difpenfed with in the 
head and direCtor of a family, in order to preferve 
to him that refpect which a good wife (and that for 
the juftification of her own choice) fhould pay him 
herfelf, and with every-body to pay him — And as 
Mr. Solmes’s inferiority in this refpectable faculty of 
the human mind (I mutt be allowed to fay this to you, 
and no great felf-afflumption neither) would proclaim 
to all future, as well as prefent ebfervers, what mutt 
have been my mean inducement—All thefe reflections, 
which are ever prefent with me, crouding upon my 
remembrance; I would, Madam, faid I, folding my 
hands, with an earneftnefs that my whole heart was 
ingaged in, bear the cruelleft tortures, bear lofs of 
limb, and even of life, to give you peace. But this 
man, every moment I would, at your command, 
think of him with favour, is the more my averfion. 
You cannot, indeed you cannot, think, how m 
whole foul refiits him !—- And to talk of contraés 
concluded upon; of patterns; of a fhort day !— 
fave me, ‘fave me, O my deareft mamma, fave your 
child, from this heavy, from this infupportable evil !— 
Never was there a countenance that exprefs’d fo 
fignificantly, as my mamma’s, an anguifh, which fhe 
ftrugeled to hide, under an anges fhe was compelled 
ta 


= 
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to aflume — Till the latter overcoming the former, 


fhe turned from me w-th an uplifted eye, and ftamp» 
ing— Strange perverfenefs! were the only words I 
heard of a fentence that fhe angrily pronounced’; 
‘and was going. -I then, half frantiely I believe, laid 
hold -of her gown— Have patience: with me, deareft 
Madam! faid I—Do not you renounce me totally !—~ 
If you muf? feparate yourtelf from your child, let it 
not be with ab/olute reprobation on your own part |—~ 
My uncles may be hard-hearted — My papa may be 
-immoveable— I may fuffer from my brother’s ambi- 
tion, and from my fifter’s envy!—But Iet me not lofe 
my mamma’s love ; at leaft, her pity. 

She. turned to me with benigner rays— You have 


“my love! You have my pity! But, O my deareft 


girl—I have not yours. | . 
. -Indeed, indeed, Madam, you have: And all my 


reverence, all my gratitude, you have !— But in this 
one point— Cannot I be this once obliged ?— Will no 


expedient be accepted? Have I not made a very fair 
propofal as to the man {fo hated? 


. « + T with, for both our fakes, my dear unperfuadable 


girl, chat.the decifion of this point lay with me. But 
-why, when you know it don’t, fhould you thus per- 
plex and urge me ?— To renounce Mr. Lovelace is 
‘now but balf what is aimed at. Nor will any-body 
elfe believe you in earneft in the offer,: if J would. 
-While you remain-fingle, Mr. Lovelace will have 
hopes ——.and you, in the opinion of others, in- 
clinations. : eg 
. .Permit me, deareft Madam, to fay, That your 
oodnefs to me, your patience, yeur peace, weigh 
more with me, than all the reft put together: For 
altho’ Iam to be treated by my brother, and, thro’ 
his inftigations, by my papa, as a flave in this pvint, 
and not as a daughter, yet my mind isnot that of a 
flave. You have not brought me up to be mean. 
So, Clary, you are already at defiance with your 
papa | 


138 0 = The His.rory of 


-papa.! I. have had too much caufe before to apprehend - 


as. much— What will this come to?— J, and then 
my dear mamma figh’d— J, am forced to put up 
with many humours— 

That you are, my ever-honour’d mamma, is my 
grief. And can it be thought that this very confi- 
deration, and the apprehenfion: of what may refult 
from a much wor/fe-temper’d man (a man, who has 
not half the fenfe of my papa), has not made an im- 
preffion upon me, to the difadvantage of the marry’d 
life? Yet tis fomething of an alleviation, if one mutt 
bear uadue controul, to bear it from a rhan of fenfe. 
My papa, I have heard you fay, Madam, was for 
aaa a very good-humour’d gentleman — Unobjedcti- 
-ble in perfon and manners.— But the man propofed 
to me— . 

Forbear reflecting upon your papa (Did I, my dear, 
in what I have repeated, and I think they are the very 
words ; reflect upon my papa?) : It is not. pofible, I 
mutt fay again, and again, were all men equally indif- 
ferent to you, that you fhould be thus fturdy in. your 
will.— I am tired out with your obftinacy — The 
moft unper-/uvade- able girl !— You forget, thatI mut 
Separate myfelf from you, if you will net comply: 
You do not remember that your papa will take you 
up, where I leave you.— Once more, however, I 
will put it to you,—Are you determin’d to brave your 
. papa’s difpleafure >—Are you determin’d to defy your 

uacles ?—-Will you ok break with us‘all, rather 
tes encourage Mr. Solmes ?— Rather than give me 

pet to 3 oo et es 

Cruel alternative !|— But is net my fmeerity, -s 
‘not the integrity of my heart, concerned ‘in my 
-anfwer? May not my everlafting happinefs be the 
facrifice ? Will not the leaft thadow. of: the Aope-you 
,Juft now demanded from me, be driven imto abfolute 
and fudden certainty? Is-it not fought to infnare,: to 
intangle me in my ewn defire of obeying, if I could 
ae give 
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give anfwers that might be conftrued into hope ?— 
orgive me, Madam: Bear with your child’s bold- 

nefs in fuch a caufe as This !—Settlements drawn !— 
Patterns fent for !-An early day !~Dear, dear Madam, 
how can I give hope, and not intend to be this man’s ? 

Ah, girl, never fay your heart is free! You deceive 
yourfelf if you. think it Is. | : 

Thus to be driven (and I wrung my hands thro’ 
inopatience) by the inftigations of a defigning, an am- 
bitious brother, and by a fifter, that— 

How often, Clary, muft I forbid your unfifterly 
refleCtions ?—~Does not your father, do not your un- 
cles, does not every-body, patronize Mr. Solmes ?— 
And let me tell you, ungrateful girl, and unmoveable 
as ungrateful, let me repeatedly tell you, that it is evi- 
dent to me, that nothing but a love unworthy of your 
prudence can make a creature late fo dutiful, fo fturdy. 
You may gues what your father’s firft queftion on his 
return will be.. He muft know, that I can donothing 


wath you. I have done my part. Seek me, if your 


mind change before he comes back : You have yet a 
dittle more time, as he ftays fupper: I will no more 


- feek you, nor ta you. And away fhe flung. 


.: What ceuld [do but weep? 
. Tam extremely affected on my mamma’s account— 


_-taare,. I muft needs fay, than on my own.—And in- 
deed, all things confider’d, and efpecially, that the 
_ Jaeafuse fhe is engaged in, is (as I dare fay tt is) againft 
uber own judgment, fhe deferves more compafiion 


sban myfelf. — Excellent woman! What pity, that 
meeknefs and condefcenfion fhould not be attended 


. -with. the due: rewards of thofe-charming graces !— Yet 


thed. fhe not let violent fpirits, as ] have elfewhere 
dbferved. with no {mall regret, have found their power 
:ever hers, ‘it could not have been shus.. | 

-, But here, run away with by my pen, I fuffer my 
: dear mamma to be angry with me on her own account. 


She hinted to me, indeed, that I muft feek ber, da | 
oye min 
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‘mind changed ; which is a condition that amounts to 
a prohibition: —But, as fhe left me in difpleafure, will it 
not have a very obftinate appearance, and'look like a 
a kind of renunciation of her mediation in my favour, 
if I go-not down to fupplicate her pity, and her kind: 
report, before my papa comtes back r-— 

I will attend her. I had rather all the world fhould 
be angry with me, than my mamma! 

Mean time, to clear my hands from papers of fuch 
a nature, Hannah ffall'depofite this. If two or three 
letters reach you together, they will but exprefs, from 
one period to another, the anxieties and difficulties 
which the mind of your unhappy,. but ever. affection+ 
ate,. friend labours under.- | 
Gui.. H 


LETTER XxX. | 
Mifs Crarissa: Hartowe, To Mi/s Howsr., - 


24 Sat. Night. 
HAVE been down. I am to be unlucky in all 
I do, I think, be my intention -ever fo good. I 
have made matters worfe inftcad of better ; as I fhall 
‘now tell you. 
~ I found my mamma and fifter together in my fifter’s 
parlour. My mamma, I fear, # the glow in her 
fine face (and as the browner, fullener glow in my 
fifter’s confirm’d); had been expreffing herfelf with 
-warmth,. againft her unhappier child: Perhaps giving 
fuch an account of what: had paffed, as fhould clear 
herfelf, and convince Bella, and thro’ her, my brother 
and uncles, ‘of the fincere pains fhe had taken with 
me !— - 
~ Tenter’d like a dejected criminal, I believe ;—and 
befouglit the favour of a private audience. My mam- 
-  ma’sreturn, both leoks and‘words, -gave buttoo much 
-reafon for my furmize. a 
You 
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Yow have, faid the (looking at me with a fternnefs 
that never fits well on her {weet features), rather a 
requefting than a conceding countenance, Clariffa Har- 
lowe: If I am miftaken, tell me fo; and I will with- 
draw with-you where- ever you will.—Yet, if fo, or not 
fo, you may fay what you have to fay before your fifter, 

y. mamma, I thought, might have withdrawa 
with me, as fhe knows, that I have not a friend in 
my fifter. 

I came down, I faid, to beg of her to forgive me 
for any-thing fhe might have taken amifs in what had 
pafied above rcfpecting herfelf; and to ufe her in- 
tereft to feften my papa’s difpleafure, when fhe made 
the report fhe was to make to him. | . 

Such aggravating looks; fuch lifting-up of hands 
and eyes; fuch a furrow’d forehead, in my fitter !— 

My mamma was angry enough without all that ; 
and afked me, To what purpofe ] came down, if I 
were ftill fo untraétable? —_ 

She had hardly fpoke the words, when Shorey came 
in to tell her, that Mr. Salmes was in the hall, and 
defired admittance. a | 

Ugly creature! What, at the clofe of day, quite 
dark, brought him hither ?—But, on fecond thoughts, I 
believe it was contrived, that he fhould be here at fupper, 
to know the refult of the conference between my 
mamma and me; and that my papa, on his return, 
might find us together. a, | 

I was hurrying away ; but my mamma commanded 
me, fince [had comedown only, as fhe faid, to mock 
her, not to ftir; and at the fame time fee if I could 
behave foto him, as might encourage her to make the 
report to my papa which [ had fo earneftly befought her 
to make. . 

"My fifter triumphed. I was vexed to be fo caught, 
and to have fuch an angry and cutting rebuke given 
me, with an afpect more like the taunting fifter than 
the indulgent mother, if I may prefume to ok an 

‘ or 


142 The History of: 
¥or my mamma herfelf feem’d to enjoy the furprize 
upon me. oS eee Ne wee. 

The man ftalked in. ‘His ufual walk is by paufes, 
as if (from the fame vacuity of thought: which made. 
Dryden’s clown whiftle) he was telling his “fteps: 
and firft paid his clumfy refpe€ts to nry‘mamma ; ther 
to my fifter; next to me, as if I were already his wife, 
and therefore to be laft in his notice 5: and fitting down 
by me, told us in general what weather it was. Very 
cold he made it; but I was warm enough. Then ad- 
drefiing himfelf to me ; And how do yo find it, Mifs, 
was his queftion; and would have took my hartd. 

I withdrew it, I believe with difdain enough: ‘My 
mamma frown’d; my fifter bit her lip. —° — 

I could not contain myfelf: I never was fo bold in 
my life; for I went on with my plea, as if Mr. Solmes 
had not been there. | : 

* My mamma colour’d, and look’d at him, look’d | 
at my fifter, and look’d at me. My fifter’s eyes were 
opener and bigger than ever I faw them before. 

The man underftood me. He hemm’d, and ree 
' mov’d from one chair to another. © 

I went on, fupplicating for my mamma’s favour- 
able report: Nothing but invincible diflike— 

W hat would the girl be at? Why, Clary !— Is this 
, a fubjecét !—Is this!— Is this !— Is this a time—And 
again fhe look’d upon Mr. Solmes. © 

I am forry, on reflection, that I put my mamma 
into fo much confufion.— To be fure it was very 
faucy in me. | 

I bego’d pardon. But my papa, I faid, would re- 
turn. I fhould have no other opportunity. I thought 
It was requifite, fince I was not permitted to with- 
draw, that Mr. Solmes’s prefence fhould not deprive 
me of an opportunity of fuch importance for me to 
embrace ;. and at the fame time, if he ftill vifited on 
my account (looking at him), to fhew, that it could 
not poffibly be to any purpofe, 

Is 


Mis Clatiffa Harlowe. 4% 


Is the girl mad ? faid my mamma, interrupting me. 

My ilfer, with the affectation of a whifper to my: 
, mamma—This is——This is fpite, Madam (very /pite- 
. fully fhe fpoke the word}, becaufe you commanded 
. ber to ftay a2 | - es 
l only looked at her, and turning to my mamma, 
_ Permit me, Madam, faid I, to repeat my requeft. . I 
. have no brother, no fifter!— If I lofe my mamma’s 
" favour, I am loft for ever | 
, Mr. Solmes removed to his firft feat, and fell ta 
~ gnawing the head of his hazel; a carved head, almoft 
 asugly as his own.. I did not think the man was fe 


} Jaf eT . a 

* My fifter rofe, with a face all over fcarlet, and ftep- 
.. ping to the table, where lay a fan, fhe took it up, — 
and, altho’? Mr. Solmes had obferv’d that the weather 
~ was cold, fann’d herfelf very violently. | | 
My mamma came to me, and angrily taking my 
\ hand, led me out of that parlour into my own; whichy 
. bs know, ‘is next to it—Is not this behaviour very. 
_ bold, very provoking, think you, Clary? 

“ [beg your pardon, Madam, if it has that appear- 

, ance to you. But indeed, my dear mamma, there 
” feem to be {nares laying for me. Too well I know 
~ my brother’s drift. With a good word he fhall have my 
. confent for all he wifhes to worm me out of.— Neither 
* he, nor my fifter, fhall need to take half this pains, — 

. My mamma was about to leave me in high dif- 
* pleafure. | 
* | befought her to flay: One favour, but one favour, 
_ deareft Madam, faid I, give me leave to beg of you— 

, What would the girl? | 
“I fee how every thing is las pes eee never, 
*, Never can think of Mr. Solmes. y papa will be in 
"tumults, when he is told that I cannot. They will 
_ judge of the tendernefs of your heart to a poor child 
' Who feems devoted by every-one elfe, from the wil- 
; dinenefs you have already fhewn to-hearken to my 


prayers. 
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prayers. There will be endeavours ufed to confine 
mc, and keep me out of your prefence, and out of the 
refence of every one who ufed to love me—(This, _ 
oy dear, is threaten’d)— If This be effeCted ; if it be 
put out of my power to plead my own caufe, and to 
appeal to You, and to my uncle Harlowe, of whom — 
only I have hope ;— then will every ear be open’d 
againft me; and every tale encourag’d.—It is, there- — 


fore, my humble requeft, That, added to the dif- 


graceful prohibitions I now fuffer under, you will not, 
if you can help it, give way to my being deny’d your 
ear. 
Your liftening Hannah has given you this intelli- - 
gence, as fhe does many others. | 
_ My Hannah, Madam, liftens not! My Han- 
nah— _— | 
No more in her behalf— She is known to make | 
mifchief— She is known — But no more of that bufy — 
intermeddler— ’Tis true, your father threaten’d to — 
confine you to your chaniber, if you comply’d not, | 
in order the more afluredly to deprive you of the op- 
portunity of correfponding with thofe who hardenyour . 
heart againft his will. He bid me tell you fo, when he - 
went out, if I found you refractory. But I was loth ' 
to deliver fo harfh a declaration ; being ftill in hope 
that you would come down to us in a compliant tem- 
per.—Hannah has overheard this, I fuppofe; and has 
told you of it; as alfo, that he declar’d he would 
break your heart, rather than you fhould break his. 
And I now alfure you, that you will be confin’d, and 
prohibited making teazing appeals to any of us: And - 
we fhall fee who is to fubmit, You, or every-body 
to you! | ; | 
| {offer’d to clear Hannah, and to lay the latter part of 
the intelligence to my fifter’s echo, Betty Barnes, who 
had boafted of it to another fervant: But I was again | 
bid to be filent on that head. I fhould foon find, fhe | 
was pleafed to fay, that others could be as determin’d 
. as 


a 
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as {1 was obftinate: And, once for all, would add, that 

fince fhe faw that I built upon her indulgence, and ° 
‘Matter’d not involving her in. contentions with my 
_father, and his brothers, :and her other children, fhe - 
would now affure me, that fhe was as much deter- 
min’d againff Mr. Lovelace, and for Mr. Solmes and 
the family-fchemes, as any-body ; and would not re- 
fufe her confent to any meafures that fhould:be thought — 
neceflary to reduce a ftubborn child to her duty. 

I was ready to fink. She was fo good as to lend 
me her arm to fupport me. 

_ And this is all [ have to hope for from my mamma? 

It is. But, Clary, this one further opportunity I 
give you— Go in again to Mr. Solmes, and behave 
difcreetly to him; and let your papa find you toge- 
ther, upon civi/ terms at leaft. | 

My feet moved (of themfelves, I think) farther 
from the parlour where he was, and towards the ftairs ; 
and there I ftopp’d and paufed. | 

If, proceeded fhe, you are determin’d to ftand in 
defiance of us all—then indeed may you go up to your 
chamber (as you are ready to do)~And God help you! | 

God help me indeed! for I cannot give hope of 
what I cannot intend—But let me have your prayers, 
my dear mamma!— Thofe fhall have mine, who 
have brought me into all this diftrefs ! 

I was moving to go up— 

And wll you go up, Clary? _ 

. [ turn’d my face to her: My officious tears would 
needs plead for me: I could not juft then fpeak ; and 
ftood ftill. | 

_ Good girl, diftrefs me not thus !—Dear, good gtrl, 
do not thus diftrefs me!— holding out her hand; but 
ftanding ftill likewife— 

What can I do, Madam ?—What can I dof— 

Go in again, my child— Go in again, my dear 
child !— repeated fhe ; and let your papa find you to- 
gether !— ~ 

Vor, I, H What, 


14.6 The History of 


What, Madam, to give b:m hope ?—To give hope 
to Mr. Solmes? . | 

Obftinate, perverfe, undutiful Clariffa Harlawe ! 
with a rejecting hand, and angry afpect; then take 

our own way, and go up !—But ftir not down again, 

1 charge you, without leave, or till your papa’s pleafure 
be known concerning you. 

She flung from me with high indignation: And I 
Went up with a very heavy heart; and feet as flow as 
my heart was heavy. re : 


a 
My father is come home, and my brother with 
him. Late as it is, they are all fhut up together. 
Not a door opens; nota foul ftirs. Hannah, as fhe 
moves up and down, is fhunn’d as a perfon infected. 


: OE os 

THE angry affembly is broke up. My two uncles 
and my aunt Hervey are fent for, it feems, to be 
here in the morning to breakfaft. 1 fhall then, I fup- 
pofe, know my doom. ’Tis paft eleven, and I am 
order’d not to go to bed. 


Twelve o clock. 

Tuis moment the keys of every thing are taken 
from me. It was propofed to fend for me down: 
But my papa faid, he could not bear to look. upon me. 
—Strange alteration in a few weeks! Shorey was the 
meffenger. The tears ftood in her eyes when fhe de- 
liver’d her meflage. 7 

You, my dear, are happy !— May you always be 
fo!— And then I can never be wholly miferable. 
Adieu, my beloved friend ! 


CL. HaRLowE. 


L E T- 
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LETTER XXIl. 
Mifs Cuarissa HaRLoweE, To Ahi/s Howe. 


~~ Sunday morning, March 5. 
LI ANNAH has juft brought me, from the private 
place in the orden wall, a letter from Mr. Love- 
lace, depofited Jaft night, figned alfo by Lord M. 

He tells me in it, * That Mr. Solmes makes it his 
© boaft, that he is to be marry’d in a few days toone 
¢ of the fhyeft women in England: That my brother 
‘ explains his meaning to be me; ee 
‘ that his youngeft fifter is very {oon to be Mr. Solmes’s. 
‘wife. He tells me of the patterns befpoke, which 
‘ my mamma mention’d to me.’ 

Not one thing efcapes him that is done’or faid in 
this houfe! : : 

‘ My fifter, he fays, reports the fame things; and 
© that with fuch particular aggravations of infult upon 
© him, that he cannot but be extremely piqued, as well 
< at the manner, as from the occafion ; and exprefles 
‘ himfelf with great violence upon it. . 

© He knows not what my relations inducements can 
‘ be, to prefer fuch a man as Solmes to him. If -ad- 
“ ara Sh fettlements be the motive, Solmes thal! 
‘ not offer what he will refufe to comply with. : 

‘As to his eftate, or family; the firft cannot be 
* excepted againft: And for the fecond, he will not 
¢ difgrace himfelf by a. comparifon fo odious. He-ap-: 
© peals to Lord M. for. the regularity of his life and. 
¢ manners, ever fince he has made his addrefles to me, 
© or had hope of my favour.’ | tn 

I fuppofe, he would have his Lordfhip’s figning to 
this letter to be taken as a voucher for him. 

‘ He defires my leave, in company with my Lord, 
< in a pacific manner, to attend my father or uncles, 
< in order to make propofals that muft be accepted, if 
< they will but fee him, and hear what they are: 

H..2 ‘And © 
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< And tells me, that he will fubmit to any mea- 
“ fures that [.fhall prefcribe, in order to bring about a 
“ reconciliution.’ ; 

He prefumes to be very earneft with me * to give 
‘him a private meeting fome night, in my father’s 
< garden, attended by whom I pleafe.’ 

Really, my dear, were you to fee his letter, you 
would think I had given him great encouragement, 
and were in direct treaty with him; or that he were 
{ure that my fricnds would drive me into a foreign 
protection ; for he has the boldnefs to offer, in my 
Lord’s name, an afylum to me, fhould I be tyranni- 
cally treated in Solines’s behalf. 

I fuppofe it is the way of this fex to endeavour to 
intangle the thoughtlefs of ours by bold fuppofals and 
offers, iit hopes that we fhall be too complaifant or 
bafhful to quarrel with them; and, if not check’d, to 
reckon upon our filence, as affents voluntarily given, 
or conceffions made in their favour. 

There are other particulars in this letter which 
I ought to mention to you: But I will take an oppor- 
tunity to fend you the letter itfelf, or a copy of it. 

For my own part, I am very uneéafy to think how 
I have been dratun on one hand, and driven on the 
other, into a clandeftine, in fhort, into a mere Lover- 
like correfpondence, which my heart condemns. 

- It is eafy to fee, that if I do not break it off, Mr. 

Lovelace’s advantages, by reafon of my unhappy fitu- 
ation, will every day increafe, and I fhall be more 
and more intangled: Yet if I do put an end to tt, 
without making it a condition of being freed from 
Mr. Solmes’s addrefs——-- May ], my dear, is it beft, to 
continue it a little longer, in hopes, by giving him up, 
to extr.cate myielf out of the other difficulty ?— Whofe 
advice can I now afk but yours? 

All my relations are met. They are at breakfaft | 
together. Soles is expeéted. Iam exceffively un- . 
exfy, I muft lay down my pen, 


THEY 
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THEY are all going tochurch together. Grievoufly 
diforder’d they appear to be, as Hanriah tells me. 
She believes fomething is refolved upon. © | 

| Sunday noon. 

WHAT a cruel thing is fufpenfe !—I will afk leave to 

go to church this afternoon. -I expe to be deny’d : 
But if I do not afk, they may allege, that my not 
going is owing to my felf. | 


I defired to fpeak with Shorey: Shorey came: I 
- direéted her to carry my requeft to my mamma, for 
permiffion to go to church this afternoon. What 
think you was the return? Tell her, that fhe muft 
direct herfelf to her brother for any favour fhe has to 
afk.—So, my dear, I am to be deliver’d up to my 
brother ! , 

I was refolved, however, to afk of him this favour. 
Accordingly, when they fent me up my folitary din- 
ner, I gave the meffenger a billet, in which I made it 
my humble requeft to my papa, thro’ him, to be per - 
mitted to go to church this afternoon. 

_ This wasthe contemptuous anfwer : Tell her,that her 
-requeft will be taken into confideration te-marrow.— 
My requeft to go to church to-day to be taken into 
confideration to-morrow !— 

Patience will be the fitteft return I can make to 
fuch an infult. But this method will not do, indeel 
it will not, with your Clarifla Harlowe. And yet it 
is but the beginning, I fuppofe, of what I am to ex- 
pect from my brother, now I am delivered up to him. 


oO (e) 


On recollection, I thought it beft to renew my re- 
queft. I did. The following is a copy of a I 
wrote, and what follows that, of the anfwer fent me. 


H 3 SIR, 
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SIR, , | : , 
I KNOW not what to make of the anfwer brought 

to my requeft of being permitted to go to church 
this afternoon. If you Sehened to fhew your plea- 
fantry by it, I hope that will continue ; and then my 
requeft will be granted. You know, that I never 
abfented myfelf, when-well, and at home, till the two 
Jaft Sundays; when I was aduifed not to go. My 
prefent fituation is fuch, that I never more wanted the 
benefit of the public prayers. I will folemnly engage 
only te go thither, and back again. Ihope-it cannot be 
thought that I would do otherwife. My dejeétion of 
fpirits will give a too juft excufe on the fcore of in- 
difpofition, for avoiding vifits. Nor will I, but by 
diftant civilities, return the compliments of any of my 
acquaintance. My difgraces, if they are to have an 
end, need not to be proclaim’d to the whole world. 
I afk this favour, therefore, for my reputation’s fake, 
that I may be able to hold up my head in the neigh- 
bourhood, if I live to fee an end of the unmented 
feverities, which {gem to be defigned for 


Your unhappy fifter, 
Cr. HARLOWE. 


To Mifs CuarissA HARLOWE. 


FOR a girl to lay fo much ftrefs upon going to 

church, and yet refolve to defy her parents, in 
an article of the greateft confequence to them, and 
to the whole family, is an abfurdity. You are re- 
conimended, Mifs, to the practice of your private de- 
votions: May they be efficacious upon the mind of 
one of the moft pervicacious young creatures that ever 
-was heard of! The in-tez-tion is, I tell you plainly, 
to mortify you into a fenfe of your duty. The neigh- 
bours you are fo follicitous to appear well with, already 
know, that you defy that. So, Mifs, if you have ‘ 

: re 
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-real value for your reputation, fhew it as you ought. 
It is yet in your own power to eftablifh or mmpair it. 
Ja. HARLowE. 


Thus, my dear, has my brother got me into his 
fnares, and }, like a poor filly bird, the more I ftrug- 
gle, am the more intangled. 


LETTER XXIII. 
Mifs Crarissa HarLowe, To Mifs Howe. 
Mond. morning, Alar. 6. 


HEY are refolv’d to break my heart. My poor 
4 Hannah is difcharged—difgracefully difcharged !— 
Thus it was. , : | 

Half an hour after I had fent the poor girl down 
for my breakfaft, that bold creature Betty Barnes, 
my fifter’s:confident and fervant (if a favourite maid 
and confident can be decmed a fervant), came up. 

. What, Mifs, will you pleafe to have for breakfaft ? 

I was furpris’d. What will I have for breakfaft, 
Betty !|— How !— What !— How comes it !—Then 
I named Hannah !— I could not tell. what to fay. 

Don’t be furpris’d, Mifs :— But you'll fee Hannah 
no more in this houfel— =: ~—.. 

God forbid !— Is any harm come to Hannah |— 
What! What is the matter with Hannah ?—. 

Why, Mifs, the fhort and the long is this: Your 
papa and mamma think Hannah has ftaid long enough 
in the houfe to do mifchief; and fo fhe is order’d te 
troop (that was the confident creature’s word); and 
I am directed to wait upon you. | ) 

I burft into tears:—J1 have no fervice for you, 
Betty Barnes, none at all.—But where is Hannah ?— 
Cannot I fpeak with the poor girl. I owe her half a 
year’s wages. May I not fee the honeft creature, and 
pay her her wages ?-— I may never fee her again per- 
haps, for they are refolv’d to break my heart. 

; H4 And 
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And they think, you are refolv’d to: break theirs: 
So tit for tat, Mifs. . . 

Impertinent I call’d her; and afk’d her, if it were 
upon fuch confident terms that her fervice was to 
-commence. 

I was fo very earneft to fee the poor maid, that, — 
to oblige me, as fhe faid, fhe went down with my 
requeft. 

_ The worthy creature was as earneft to fee me; 
and the fuvour was granted in prefence of Shorey and 
Betty. | 

. I thank’d her, when fhe came up, for her patt 
{ervice to me. 

Her heart was ready to break. And fhe fell a vin- 
dicating her fidelity and leve; and difclaiming any 
mifchief fhe had ever madé. 7 

I told her, that thofe, who occafion’d her being 
turn’d out of my fervice, made no queftion of her in- 
tegrity: That it was an indignity level’d at me: 
‘That I was very forry for it, and hoped fhe would 
meet with as good iy ea : | 

Never, never, wringing her hands, a miftrefs fhe 
loved fo wel]. And the poor creature ran on in my 
praifes, and in profeffions of love to me. 

We are all apt, you know, my dear, to praife our 
benefactors, becaule they are our benefactors ; as if 
every-body did right or wrong as. they obliged or dif 
obliged us. But this good creature deferved to be 
kindly treated ; fo I] could have no merit in favouring 
one, whom it would have been ingrateful not ta 
diftinguifh. 

I gave hera little linen, fome laces, and other odd 
things; and, inftead of four pounds which were due 
to her, ten guineas: And faid, If ever I were again 
allow’d to be my own miftrefs, I would think of dr 
in the firft place. | 

Betty envioufly whifper’d Shorey upon it. 

‘Hannah told me, before their faces, having no other 


oppor- 
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opportunity, that fhe had been examin’d about letters 
to me, and from me: And that fhe had given her 
pockets to Mifs Hariowe, who look’d into them, and 
put her fingers in her ftays; to fatisfy herfelf that fhe 
had not any. 

She gave me an account of the number of my 
pheafants and bantams; and I faid, they fhould be 
my own care twice or thrice a day. 

We wept over each other at parting. The girl 
‘ pray’d for all the family. 

To have fo good a fervant fo difgracefully. dif- 
miffed, is a cutting thing: And I could not help 
faying, That thefe methods might break my heart, 
but not any other way anfwer the end of the authors 
of my difgraces. 

Betty, with a very faucy fleer, faid to Shorey, 
There would be a trial of fkill about that, fhe fancy’d. 
But I took no notice of it. If this wench thinks I 
have robbed her young miftrefs of a lover, as you fay - 
fhe has given out, ihe may think it a merit in herfelf 
to be impertinent to me. 

Thus have I been forced to part with my faithful 
Hannah. If you can commend the good creature to 
a place worthy of her, pray do, for my fake. 


LETTER XXIV. 


Mifs CrarissaA HarLowe, Te Mifs Howr. 


Mond. near 12 0’ Clock. 
T HE inclofed Letter is juft now delivered to me. 
My brother has now carried all his points. 
I fend you alfo the copy of my anfwer. No more 
at this time can I write. 


Mifs CLARY, Mond. March 6. 
Y your papa’s and mamma’s command, I write, 
exprefly to forbid you to come into their pre- 

Ty > aC fence, 
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fence, or into the garden when they ate-there : Nor 
‘when they are xet-tiere, but with Betty Barnes to at- 
tend you, except by particular licence. or command. 
On their bleffings, you are forbidden likewife to 
correfpond with the vile Lovelace ; as it is well known 
you did by means of your fly Hannah: Whence her 
fudden difcharge: As was fit: © -" | 
_ Neither are you to correfpond with Mifs Howes 
who has given herfelf high airs of late 5. and might 
poffibly help on your cocrefpondence with ‘that liber- 
tine. Nor, in fhort, with any-body without leave. 
You are not to enter into the prefence of either 
of your uncles, without their leave firft obtained. 
It is in mercy to you, after fuch a behaviour to your 
mamma, that your papa refufes to fee you. 
. -You are not to be feen in any apartment of the 
houfe, you fo lately govern’d as you pleafed, unlefs 
you are commanded down. | 
~ In fhort, are ftri@ly to confine yourfelf to your 
chamber, except now and then, in Betty Barnes's 
fight (as aforefaid) you take: a morning and evening 
‘turn in the garden: And then you are to go directly, 
‘and.-without ftopping at any apartment in the way, 
up and down the’ back-ftairs, that the fight of fo 
perverfe a young creature may not add to the pain 
you have given every-body. aaa 
The hourly threatenings of your Lovelace, as well 
as- your own unheard-of obftinacy, will account to 
you for all this. ‘What a hand has the beft and moft 
indulgent of mothers had. with you, who fo long 
‘pleaded for you, and undertook for you ; even when 
others, from the manner of your fetting out, defpaired 
of moving you! What. muft your perverfenels 
have been, that fuch a mother can give you up! 
She thinks it right fo to do: Nor will take you to 
favour, unlefs you make the firft fteps, by a com- 
- pltance with your duty. 
As for myfelf, whom, perhaps, you think i! 
| 0. 
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of (in very good company, if you do, that is my 
confolation) ; I have advifed, that you may be permit- 
ted to purfue your own inclinations [Some people need 
no greater punifhment than fuch a permiffion] ; and 
not to have the houfe incumbered by one who muft 
give them the more pain for the neceflity fhe has laid 
' them under of avoiding the fight of her, altho’ in it. 
If ey thing I have written, appear fevere or harfh, 
it is {till in your power (but perhaps, will not always 
be fo) to remedy it ; and that by a fingle word. 
Betty Barnes has orders to obey you in all points 
confiftent with her duty to thofe to whom you owe 
It, as well as /Ze. 
| Ja. HARLOWE. 


To JamMEs HARLowsE junior, E/q 

] WILL only fay, That you may congratulate 

yourfelf on having fo far fucceeded in all your 
views, that you. may report what you pleafe of me, 
and I can no more defend myfelf, than if I were 
dead. Yet one favour, neverthelefs, I will beg of 
you: It is this ;—That you will not occafion more 
feverities, more difgraces, than are neceflary for carry- 
ing into execution your further defigns, whatever 
: they be, ‘againft 
Your unhappy Sifter, 
. Ci. HaRLoweE. 


LETTER XXv. 
 Mif Crarissa Hartowe, To Mi/s Howe. 
7 Tuef. March 7. 
BY my laft depofite, -you’ll fee how I am driven, 
and what a poor prifoner 1 am: No regard had 


to my reputation. The whole matter is now before 


you. Can fuch meafures be fuppofed to foften ?——-But 
H 6 furely 
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furely they .can only mean to try to frighten me into 
my brother’s vaews.—All. my is, to be. able to 
weather this point till my coufin Morden comes from 
Florence ; and he is expected foon. Yet, if they are 
determined upon a fhort day, I doubt he will not be 
_ here time enough to fave me. a 
It is plain, by my brother’s letter, chat my mamma 
has not fpared me, ‘in. the report fhe has made of the 
conferences between herfelf and me: Yet the was 
pleafed to hint to me, that my brother had views which 
fhe would have had me try to difappoint-—But fhe had 
engaged to give a faithful account of what was to pafs 
between herfelf and me: And it was.doubtlefs, gauch 
more eligible to give up a daughter, than to difoblige 
a hutbacd, and every other perfon of the family. — 
They think they have done every: thing by turn- 
ing away my poor Hannah: But as long as the li- 
berty of the garden, and my poultry-vifits are allowed 
me, they will be miftaken. | Se 
_ J afked Mrs. Betty, Uf fhe had any orders to watch 
or attend me? or, Whether I were to afk ber Leave, 
‘whenever IJ fhould be difpofed to walk in the garden, 
orto go to feed my Bantams? . . - 
Lord blefs her! what could I mean:by fuch a 
queftion !—Yet fhe owned, that fhe had -heard, that 
I was not to walk in the garden when my papa, 
mamma, oruncles were there, | 
' However, as} it behoved me to be affured on this 
head, I went down direétly, and ftaid an hour, with- 
out queftion or impediment : And yet a good part 
of the time, I walked under, and in fight (as I may 
*y) of, my brother’s Study-window ; where both he 
and my fifter happened to be. And I am fure they 
faw me, by the loud mirth they affected; by way. of 
infult, as I fuppofe. | 
So this part of my reftraint was doubtlefs a ftretch 
of the authority given him. The. inforcing of that 
may perhaps come next. But I hope not. | 
| | Luefday 


an 
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i i | Luefday night. 
' Srnce I wrote the abdve, I have ventured to fend 
‘a letter by Shorey, tomy mamma. I direéted her to 
give it into her own hand, -when nobody was by. 
IT fhall inclofe the copy of it. You'll fee that I 
would have it thought, that now Hannah is gone, I 
have no way to ‘correfpond out of the houfe. I am 
far from thinking all Ido, right. Tami afraid, this is 
a little piece of art, that is zof fo. But this is an after- 
thought: The letter went firft. , 
.. Honoured Madam, 
J AVING acknowleged to you, that I had re- 
* ceived letters from Mr. Lovelace, full of refent- 
ment, and that I anfwered. them purely to prevent 
further mifchief ; and having fhew’d you copies of 
my anfwers, which you did not difapprove of, altho’ 
you thought fit, after you had read them, to forbid 
me any further correfpondence with him ; I think. it 
‘amy duty to acquaint you, that another letter from him 
has fince come to my hand, in which he is very earneft 
with me to permit him to wait on my papa, or you, 
or my two uncles, in a pacific way, accompanied by 
Lord M.— On. which I beg your commands. 
_ I own to you, Madam, that had not the prohibition 
_been renew’d, and had not Hannah been fo fuddenly 
difmified my fervice, I fhould have made the lefs 
fcruple to have written an anfwer, and to have con- 
_manded her to convey it to him with all fpeed, in 
order to diffuade him from thefe vifits, left any thing 
fhould happen on_ the. occafion, that my heart akes 
but to think of. | 
_- And here, I cannot but exprefs my grief, that I 
fhould have all the punifhment, and all the blame, 
who, as I have reafon to think, have prevented great 
mifchief, and have not been the occafion of any. 
For, Madam, could J be fuppofed to govern the paf- 
fions of either of the gentlemen ?-—Over the ae a 
ced, 
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deed, I have had fome little influence, without giving 
him hitherto any reafon to think he has faften’d an 
obligation upon me for it.—Over the other, Who, 
Madam, has any? | 

I am grieved at heart, to be obliged to lay fo great - 
blame at my brother’s door, altho’ my reputation and 
my liberty are both to be facrific’d to his refentment 
and ambition. May not, however, fo deep a fufferer 
be permitted to {peak out? 


This communication being as voluntarily made, as __. 


dutifully intended ; I humbly prefume to hope, that I 
fhall not be required to produce the letter itfelf. I can- 
not either in honour or prudence dothat, becaufe of the 
vehemence of his ftyle ; for having heard [not, I af- 
fure you, by my means, or thro’ Hannah’s] of fome 
part of the harfh treatment I have met with; he thinks 
himfelf intitled to place it to his own account, by 
reafon of fpeeches thrown out by fome of my relations 
equally vehement. 

If I do mot anfwer him, he will be made defperate, 
and think himfelf juftified [tho’ I fhall not think him 
fo] in refenting the treatment he complains of : If I 
do, and if, in compliment to me, he forbears to refent 
what he thinks himfelf intitled to refent ; be pleafed, 
Madam, to confder the obligation he will fuppofe he 
lays me under. 

If I were as ftrongly prepoffeffed in his favour as is 
fuppofed, I fhould not have wifh’d this to be confider’d 
by you.—And permit me, as a ftill further proof that 
I am zot prepofleffed, to beg of you to confider, Whe- 
ther, upon the whole, the propofal I made of declare- 
ing for the Single Life (which I will religioufly ad- 
here to) is not the beft way, to get nd of his pre- 
tenfions with honour. To renounce him, and not to 
be allowed to aver, that I will never be the other man’s, 
will make him conclude (driven as I am driven), that 
I am determined in that other man’s favour. 

If this has not its due weight, my brother’s ftrange 
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fchemes muft be try’d, and I will refign myfelf to 
my deftiny, with all the. acquiefcence that fhall be 
pranted to my. prayers. And fo leaving the whole to 
your own wifdom, and whether you choofe to con- 
fult my papa and uncles upon this humble application, 
or not; or whether I fhall be allowed to write an 
anfwer to Mr. Lovelace, or not (and if allow’d fo to 
do, I beg your direction, by. whom to fend it); I re- 
main, 7 : 
| Honoured Madam, 

Your unhappy, but ever-dutiful daughter, 


Ci. HARLOWE. 


Wednefday morning. 

I have juft received an anfwer to the inclofed letter. 
My mamma, you'll obferve, has ordered me to burn 
it: But, as you will have it in your fafe keeping, 
and nobody elfe will fee it, her end will be equally 
anfwer’d. It has neither date nor fuperfcription. 


CLARISSA, 
S AY not all the blame, and all the punifhment, is 
yours. 


I am as much blam’d, and as much 
‘punifh’d, as you are; yet am more innocent. When 
your obftinacy is equal to any other perfon’s paffion, 
blame not your brother. We jude’d right, that Han- 
_ nahcarry’d on your correfpondencics. Now fheis gone, 
and you cannot write (we think you cannot) to Mifs 
“Howe, not ‘fhe to: you, without our knowlege, one 
caufe of uneafinefs and jealoufy is over. 
I had no difltke to Hannah. I did not tell her fo; 
becaufe Somebody was within hearing, when fhe de- 
fired to:pay her duty to me at going: I gave hera 
‘caution, in a raifed voice, “lo take care, where-ever 
fhe went to live next, if there were any young Ladies, 
how fhe made parties, and affifted in Sanden cor- 
refpondencies :-~But'I flid two guineas into her Te 
Or 
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Nor was I angry to hear you were mere bountiful to 
her—So much for Hannah. 

I don’t know what to write, about your anfwering 
that man of violence. What can you think of it, 
that fuch a family as ours, fhould have fuch a rod. held 
over it?— For. my part, I have not own’d that I 
know you bave correfponded: By your laft boldnefs 
to me (an aftonifhing one it was, to purfue before 
Mr. Solmes, the fubjeét that I was forced to break 
from above ftairs) you may, as far as I know, plead, 
that you had my countenance for your correfpondence 
with him ; and fo add to the uneafinefs between your 
papa and me. You was once all my comfort: You 
made all my hardfhips tolerable: — But now !— 
However, nothing, it is plain, can move you; and! 
‘will fay no more on that head: For you are under 
-your papa’s difcipline now; and he will neither be 
prefcribed to, nor intreated. 

I fhould have been glad to fee the letter you tell 
me of, as I faw the reft: — You fay, both honour 
and prudence forbid you to fhew it me! O 
Clariffla! what think you of receiving letters that 
honour and prudence forbid you to fhew to a mo- 
ther |— But it is not for me to fee it, if you would 
choofe to fhew it me. I will not be in your fecret. 
I will not know that you did ccrrefpond. And, as to 
an anfwer, take your own methods. But let him 
know it will be the laft you will write. And, if you 
do write, I won’t fee it: So feal it up, if you do, and 
give it to Shorey, and fhe— Yet do not think I give 
you licence to write! 

We will be upon no conditions with him, nor wilk 
_you be allow’d to be upon any. Your papa and uncles 
would have no patience were he to come. What 
have you to do to oblige him with your refufal of Mr. 
Solmes ? —— Will not That refufal be to give hun 
hope f And while he has any, can we be eafy or free 
from his infults? Were even your brother in fault, as 

: that 
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that fault cannot be conquer’d, is a fifter to carry on 
a correfpondence that fhall endanger her brother? But 
your papa has given his fan@tion to your brother’s dif- 
likes, and they are now your papa’s diflikes, and my 
diflikes, your uncles and every-body’s !— No matter 
to zuhom owing. 

As to the reft, you have by your obftinacy put tt 
cout of my power to do aay-thing for you. Your 
papa takes upon himfelf to be anfwerable for all con- 
fequences. You muft not therefore apply to me for 
any favour. I fhall endeavour to be only an obferver’; 
Happy, -if I could be an unconcerned one !—While I 
had power, you would not let me ufe it as I would 
have ufed it. Your aunt has been forced to engage 
not to interfere but by your papa’s direCtion. You'll 
have fevere trials. -If you have any favour to hope 
for, it muft be from the mediation of your uncles. 
And yet I believe, they are equally determin’d: For 
they make it a principle — (Alas! they never had 
children !) that that child, who in marriage is not go- 
vern’d by her parents, is to be given up as a loft crea- 
ture ! 

I charge you, let not this letter be found. - Burn 
it.. There is too much of the mother in it, to a 
daughter fo unaccountably obftinate. 

Write not another letter to me, I can do nothing 
for you. But you can do every thing for yourfelf. 


Now, my dear, to proceed with my melancholy 
narrative. 
After this letter, you will believe, that I could have 
very little hopes, that an application dire&tly to my 
father, would ftand me in any ftead: But d 
it became me to write, were it but to acquit myfelf 
to myfelf, that I have left nothing unattempted, that 
has. the leaft likelihood to reftore me to his favour. 
Accordingly I wrote to the following effect : 
‘I prefume not, I fay, to argue with my papas I 
: only 
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‘ only beg his mercy and indulgence in this ene point, 
‘on which depends my prefent and perhaps my fu- 
‘ ture happinefs; and befeech him not to reprobate 
‘ his child for an averfion which it is not in her power 
‘to conquer. I beg, that I may not be facrific’d to 
‘ projects, and remote contingencies: I compl.in of 
‘ the difgraces I fuffer in this banifhment from his pre- 
‘© fence, and in being confincd to my chamber. In 
‘every thing but this one point, I promife implicit 
© duty and refignation to his will. I repeat my offers 
‘ of a Single Life ; and appeal to him, whether I have 
‘ever given him caufe to doubt my word. I beg 
© to be admitted to his, and to my mamma’s prefence, 
‘and that my conduét may te under their own eye: 
¢ And this with the more earneftnefs, as | -have too 
‘© much reafon to believe, that fnares are laid for me; 
* and tauntings and revilings ufed, on purpofe to make 
‘a handle of my words againft me, when I am not 
‘ permitted to fpeak in my own defence. I conclude 
‘ with hoping, that my brother’s inftigations may not 
-€ rob an unhappy child of her father.’ 


This. is the cruel anfwer, fent without fuper- 
{cription, and unfealed, altho’ by Betty Barnes, who 
delivered it with an air, as if fhe knew the contents. 


| | Wednefday. 
| Write, perverfe girl, but with all the indignation 
™® that your difobedience deferves. ‘To defire to be 
forgiven a fault you own, and yet refolve to perfevere 
in, is a boldnefs, no more to be equall’d, than pafled 
over. It is my authority you defy. Your reflections 
upon a brother, that is an honour to us all, deferve 
my utmoft refentment. I fee how light all relation- 
fhip fits upon you. The caufe I guefs at, too: I can- 
not bear the reflections that naturally arife from this 
confideration. Your behaviour to your too indulgent, 
and too fond mother-— But, I have no patience— 
| Continue 
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Continue banifhed from my prefence, undutiful as you 
are, till you know how to conform to my will. In- 
‘grateful creature! Your letter but upbraids me for 
‘my paft indulgence. "Write no more to me, till you 
can diftinguifh better; and till you are convine’d of 
your duty to | 

: | A juftly incenfed Father. 


.. ' This angry letter was accompany’d with one from 
~ “My mamma, unfealed, and unfuperfcribed alfo. ‘Thofe 
+ Who take fo much pains to confederate every one 
againft me, I make no doubt, obliged her to bear her 
teftimony apainft‘the poor girl. 
- ” This tae being a repetition of fome of the fevere 
‘things that pafled between my mamma and me, of 
. which I have given you an account, I fhall not need 
‘to give you the contents—Only thus far, that she 
os oe praifes my brother, and blames me for my freedoms 
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Mifs Cuarissa HaRrtowe, To Ai/s Howe. - 


Thurfd. morn. Mar. Q- 


I Have another letter from Mr. Lovelace, altho’ I 
* had not anfwer’d his former. 

This man, fome how or other, knows every thing 
that paffes in our family : My confinement; Hannah’s 
 -difmiffion 3 and more of the refentments and refo- 
.. lutions of my father, uncles, and brother, than I can 
~ poffibly know, and almoft as foon as things happen. 
 Hecannot come at thefe intelligences fairly. 
| He is exceffively uneafy upon what he hears ; and 
his expreffions both of love to me, and refentment to 
them, are very fervent. He follicits me much ¢ To 
“ Sengage my honour to him, Never to have Mr. 
‘ © Solmes.” 
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‘Solmes.’ I think I may fairly promife him that I 
will not. 

He begs, ¢ That I will not think he is endeavour- 
‘ing to make to himfelf a merit at any man’s ex- 
“pence, fince he hopes to obtain my favour on the 
© foot of his own; nor that he feeks to intimidate me 
© into a confideration for him. But declares, that the 
‘ treatment he meets with from my family is fo in- 
‘tolerable, that he is perpetually reproached for not 
‘ refenting it; and that as well by Lord M. and his 
“two aunts, as by all his other friends: And if he 
“ muft have no hope from me, he cannot anfwer for : 
© what his defpair will make him do.’ 

Indeed, he fays, his relations, the Ladies particu- 
larly, advife him to have recourfe to a /egal remedy: 
‘ But how, he afks, can a man of honour go to law 
‘ for verbal abufes, given by people intitled to wear 
© fwords ?? | 

You fee, my dear, that my mamma feems as ap- _ 
prehenfive of mifchief as I, and has indireétly of- | 
fer’d to let Shorey carry my anfwer to the letter he 
fent me before, ~ | 

He is full of the favour of the Ladies of his family | 
tome: To whom, neverthelefs, I am perfonally a 
ftranger ; except, that once I faw Mifs Patty Mon- 
tague at Mrs. Knollys’s. 

It is natural, I believe, for a perfon to be the more 
defirous of making new friends, in proportion as fhe 
lofes the favour of oldones ;: Yet, had I rather appear 
amiable in the eyes of my own relations, and in your 
eyes, than in thofe of all the world befides :—But thefe 
four Ladies of his family have fuch excellent cha- 
racters, that one cannot but wifh to be thought well 
of by them. Cannot there be a way to find out by 
Mrs. Fortefcue’s means, or by Mr. Hickman, who 
has fome knowlege of Lord M. (covertly, however), 
what their opinions are of the prefent fituation 
things in our family ; and of the little likelihood there 
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is, that ever the alliance once approved of by them, 
can take effeft?— I cannot, for my own part, think 
fo well of myfelf, as to imagine, that they can. 
wifh him to perfevere in his views with regard to 
me, through fuch contempts and difcouragements — 
Not that it would concern me, fhould they advife. 
him to the contrary.— By my Lord’s figning Mr. 
Lovelace’s former letter; by Mr. Lovelace’s af- 
furances of the continued favour of all his relations ; 
and by the report of others; I feem to ftand ftill high 
in their favour: But, methinks, I would be glad to. 
have this confirmed to me, as from themfelves, by the 
lips of an indifferent perfon ; and the rather, as they. 
are known to put a’value upon their alliance, fortunes, 
and family; and take it amifs, as they have reafon,, 
to be included by ours in the contempt thrown upon, 
their kinfman. | — ~ t. 

Curiofity at prefent is all my motive: Nor will, 
there ever, I hope, be a ftronger, notwithftanding 
your queftionable throbs: Even were Mr. Loyelace 
to be lefs exceptionable than he is. 

we 

I have anfwer’d his Jetters. If he take me at m 
word, I fhall need to be the lefs follicitous for his 
relations opinions in my favour: And yet one would 
be glad to be well thought of by the worthy. ‘This 
is the fubftance of my letter: . 

¢ Texprefs my furpriz : at his knowing (and fo early) 
« all that paffes here. I affure him, That were there 
£ not fuch a man in the world, as himfelf,- I would 
© not have Mr, Solmes.’ , 

‘ Ttell him, ¢ That to return, as I undefftand he 
© does, defiances for defiances, to my relations, is far 
© from being a proof with me, either of his politenefs, 
© or of the confideration he pretends to have for me. 

- ¢ That the moment I hear he vifits any of my 
¢ friends without their confent, I will make a refo- 
é lution, never to fee him more, if Icanhelp it.” 
’ Japprife him, * That Tam‘eonniv’’ ~* in noe 

this 
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‘this letter (altho’ no one has feen the contents), : 
¢ provided it fhall be the laft I will ever write to him: 
¢ That I had more than once told him, that the Single | 
© Life was my choice: And_ this, before Mr. Solmes. 
‘ was introduced as a vifitor in our family : “That Mr. 
¢ Wyerley, and other gentlemen, knew it well to be 
‘my choice, before he was acquainted with any of 
‘us: That I had never been induced to receive a 
‘ line from him on the fubje@t, but that I thought he 
¢ had not aéted ungeneroufly by my brother; and 
‘yet had not been fo handfomely treated by my 
© friends, as he might have expected : That had he 
¢ even my friends of his fide, I fhould have very great 
© objections to him, were I to get over my choice of 
© a Single Life, fo really preferable to me as it is; and 
« that i fhould have declared as much to him, had I 
“regarded him as more than a common vifitor. On all 
© thefe accounts, I defire, that the one more letter which 
«J will allow him to depofite in the ufual place, may 
© be the very /a/?; and That only, to acquaint me with 
¢ his acquiefcence, that it fhall be fo; at leaft till hap- 
‘ pier times !’ 

_ This laft I put in, that he may-not be quite defpe- 
rate. But if he take me at my word, I fhall be rid of. 
one of my tormentors. | 

I have promifed to lay before you all his letters, 
and my anfwers: I repeat that promife: And am the 
lefs follicitous for that reafon, to amplify upon the 
contents of either. But 1 cannot too often ex-— 
prefs my-vexation, to be driven to fuch ftreights and 
difficulties, here at home, as oblige me to anfwer. 
letters (from a man I had not abfolutely intended to 
encourage, and had really great objections to) filled 
as his are with fuch warm proteftations, and written 

to me with a fpirit of expectation. , 

For, my dear, you never knew fo bold a fuppofer. 

As commentators find beauties in an author, which 
the author perhaps was a ftranger to; fo he fome-. 
times cc 'iments me. in high ftrains of gratitude, for 
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.. favours, and for a confideration, which I never de- 
”- figned him ; infomuch that Iam frequently under a 
+ Neceflity of explaining away the attributed goodnefs, - 
.- which if I fhew’d him, I fhould have the lefs opinion . 
- of myfelf. 
“In thort, my dear, like a reftiff horfe, he pains one" 
-~ hands, and half disjoints one’s arms, to rein him in. 
: And, when you fee his letters, you muft form no 
ee ad upon them, till you have read my: an{wers :. 
~ Ifyoudo, you will indeed think you have caufe to 
- attribute felf-deceit, and throbs, and glows to your 
“friend :— And yet, at other times, the contradictory 
:/ Creature complains, that I fhew him as little favour, 
-: and my friends as much inveteracy, as if in the ren- 
.. Counter betwixt my brother and him, he had been 
othe aggreffor ; and as if the cataftrophe had been as 
» fatal, as it might have been. 
[fhe has a defign by this conduct (fometimes com-” 
«. planing of my fhynefs, at others exulting in my ima- 
-cginary favours) to induce me at one time to acquiefce 
_ with his compliments, at another to be more com- 
plaifant for his complaints; and if the contradiction 
_ be not the effe&t of his inattention and giddinefs ; I. 
_. fhall think him as deep and as artful (too probably, 
as praciifed) a creature, as ever lived; and were I 
‘to be fure of it, fhould hate him, if poffible, worfe 
_itban Ido Solmes. 
- But enough for the prefent of a creature fo very 
cn various !|—~ 


LETTER XXVIL 
Mifs Howe, To Mifs Clarissa HARLOWE. 
a '  Churfday night, March 9. 
Have no patience with any of the people you are 


with. I know not what to advife you to do. 


How do you know, that you are not oe for 
¢ : cing 
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being the caufe, tho’.to your own lofs, that the will 
of your grandfather is not comply’d with -— Wills 
are facred things, child. You fee, that they, even 
they, think fo, who imagine they fuffer by a will, 
thro’ the diftintion paid you in it. 3 
1 allow of all your noble reafonings for what you 
djd at the time: But fince fuch a charming, fucha . 
generous inftance of filial duty, is to go thus unre- 
warded ; Why fhould you not refume? 7 
Your grandfather knew the family-failing: He 
knew what a noble fpirit you had to do good.— He 
himfelf, perhaps (excufe me, my dear), had done too _ 
little in his life-time ; and therefore he put it in your _ 
power to make up for the defects of the whole fa- 
mily. Were it to me, I would refume it. Indeed I 
would, 
You will fay, you cannot do it, while you are . 
with them. I don’t know that. Do you think they . 
can ufe you worfe than they do?’— And is it not | 


your right ? And do they not make ufe of your own ". 


generofity to opprefs you? Your uncle Harlowe is 
one truftee, your coufin Morden is the other: Infift 
upon your right to your uncle; and write to your . 
~ coufin Morden about it. This, I dare fay, will | 
make them alter their kehaviour to you. | 
Your infolent brother, what has he to do to con- — 
troul you ?— Were it me (I wifh it were for one 
month, and no more), I'd fhew him the difference. 
Id be in my own manfion, purfuing my charming 
{chemes, and making all around me happy. I’d fet 
up my own chariot. I’d vifit them when they de- | 
ferv’d it. But when my brother and fifter gave | 
themfelves airs, 1’d let them know, that I was their 
fifter, and not their fervant: And, if that did not do, 
I would fhut my gates againft them; and bid them - 
be company for each other.— 
_ It muft be confefs’d, however, that this -brother 
and fifter of yours, judging as fuch narrow fpirits will 
ever- 


Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 169 


ever judge, have fome reafon for treating you as 
they do. It muft have long been a mortifying 
confideration to them (fet difappointed love on her 
fide, and avarice on ‘his, out of the queftion) to be 
fo.much eclipfed by a younger fifter.— Such a fun in 
a family, where there are none but faint twinklers,. 
How could they bear it!— Why, my dear, they 
miuft look upon you as a prodigy among-them: And 
prodigies, you know, tho’ they obtain our admiration, 
never attract our love. The diftance between you — 
and them is immenfe. ‘Their eyes ake to look up at 
you. What fhades does your full day of merit caft 
upon them !— (Can you wonder then, that they 
fhould embrace the at opportunity that offer’d, to 
endeavour to bring you down to their level ? | 

Depend upon it, my dear, you will have more of 
it, and more ftill, as you bear it. | 

As to this odious Solmes, J wonder not at your 
averfion to him. It is needlefs to fay any thing ta 
you, who have fo fincere an antipathy to him, te 
ftrengthen your diflike: Yet, who can refift her 
own talents? One of mine, ‘as I have heretofore faid, 
is to.give an ugly likenefs. Shall I indulge it?—TI will, 
And the rather, as, in doing fo, you will have my 
opinion in juftification of your averfion to him, and 
in approbation of a ftcadinefs, that J ever admired, 
and muft for ever approve in your temper. _ 
I was twice in'this wretth’s company. At one of 
the times your Lovelace was there. I need not 
mention to you, who have fuch a pretty curiofity, 
tho’ at prefent, only a Curiofity, you know! the un- 
fpeakable difference |— 

Lovelace entertain’d the company in his lively gay 
way, and made every-body laugh at one of his ftories., 
It was before this creature was thought of for you. 
Solmes laugh’d too. It was, however, dis laugh: For 
his firft three years, at leaft, I imagine, muft have 
been one continual fit of crying; and his mufcles have 

VoL. I. I never 
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never yet been able to recover a rifible tone. His very 
{mile (you never faw him ane I believe ; never at 
leaft gave him caufe to fmile) is fo little natural to 
his features, that it appears in him, as hideous as the 
grin of aman in malice. ; | 

_ I took great notice of him, as I do of all the noble 
Lords of the creation, in their peculiarities ; and was 
difgufted, nay, fhock’d at him even then. I was 
glad I remember, on that particular occafion, to fee 
his ftrange features recovering their natural gloomi- 
nefs ; tho’ they did this but flowly, as if the mufcles 
which contributed to his diftortions, had turn’d up- 
on rufty fprings. | | 

What a dreadful thing muft even the Love of fuch 
a hufband be! For my part, were I his wife! (—But 
what have I done to myfelf, to make but fuch a fup- 
pofition?) I fhould never have comfort but in his ab- 
fence, or when J] was quarreling with him. A fple- 
netic Lady, who muft have fomebody to find fault 
with, might indeed be brought to endure fuch a 
wretch: The fight of him would always furnifh out 
the occafion, and all her fervants, for That reafon, 
and for That only, would have caufe to blefs their 
mafter. But how grievous, and apprehenfive a thing 
muft it be for his wife, had fhe the leaft degree of 
delicacy, to catch herfelf in having done fomething 
to oblige him ? 

So much for his perfon: As to the other half of © 
him, he is faid to be an infinuating, creeping mortal 
to any- body he hopes to be a gainer by: An infolent, 
over-bearing one, where he has no fuch views: And 
is not this the genuine fpirit of meannefs ?— He is 
reported to be fpiteful and maliciqus, even to the 
whole family of any fingle perfon, who has once dif- 
obliged him; and to his own relations moft of all. - 
Tam told, that they are none of them fuch wretches 
as himfelf. ‘This may be one reafon, why he is for 
difinheriting them. : 
| > 4 My 
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‘ My Kitty, from one of his domeftics, tells me, 
that his tenants hate him: And that he never had a 
fervant who {poke well of him. Vilely. fufpicious of 
their wronging hint, ‘probably from the badnefs of his 
own heart, he is always changing. 8 
‘His pockets, they fay, are continually cramayé 
with keys: So that when he would treat a guelt (2 
friend he has not out of your family), he is half as long 
puzzling which is which, as his niggardly treat might 
be concluded in.— And if it be wine, he always 
fetches it himfelf: ‘Nor has he much trouble in doing: 
fo; for he has very few vifitors— only thofe, whom 
bufinefs or neceffity brings: For a gentleman wha 
can help it, would rather be benighted, than put up 
at his houfe. 
Yet this is the man they have found out, for the 
fake of confiderations as fordid as thofe he is govern’d 
by, for a hufband (that is to fay, for a Lord an 


_Matfter) for Mifs Clariffa Harlowe ! . : 


" But perhaps, he may not be quite fo miferable as 
he is reprefented. Characters extremely good, or ex- 
tremely bad, are feldom juftly given. Favour for a 
perfon will exalt the one, as disfavour will fink the 
other. But your uncle Antony has told my mamma, 
who objected to his covetoufnefs, that it was intended 
to tie him up, as he called it, to your own terms; 


‘which would be with a hempen, rather than a ma- 


trimonial cord, I dare fay! But, is not this a plain 
indication, that even his own recommenders think 
him a mean creature; and that he muft be articled 
with — perhaps for neceffaries ? But enough, and too 


‘much, of fuch a abn ie this !— You muft not have 


him, my dear — That I am.clear in—tho’ not fe 
clear, how you will be able to avoid it, except you 


' affert the independence which your eftate gives yous 


HERE my mamma broke in upon me. ‘She 
I2 Wanted 
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wanted to fee what I had written. I was filly enough 
to read Solmes’s character to her. | 
She own’d, that the man was not the moft de- 
firable of men; had not the happieft appearance : 
But what was perfon ina man? And I was chidden 
for fetting you againft complying with your father’s 
will, Then follow’d a Je€ture upon the preference 
to be given in favour of a man who took care to dif- 
charge all his sia Se to the world, and to keep all 
together, in oppofition to a fpendthrift or profligate : 
A fruitful fubject, you know, whether any particular 
perfon be meant by it, or not;. Why will thefe wife 
parents, by faying too much againft the perfons they 
diflike, put one upon defending them? Lovelace 1s 
not a fpendthrift;; owes not obligations to the world; 
tho’, I doubt not, profligate enough. Then, putting 
one upon doing fuch but common juftice, we mutt 
needs be prepofleffed, truly !—And fo we are put, per- 
haps, upon curiofities firft, how fuch a one or his 
friends may think of one ;—And then, but too pro- 
bably, a diftinguifhing preference, or. fomething that 
looks like it, comes in. | 
My mamma charg’d me, at laft, to write that fide 
over again.— But excufe me, my good mamma! I 
would not have the character loft upon any confider- 
ation ; fince my vein ran sia into it: And I never 
wrote to pleafe myfelf, but 1 pleafed you. A very 
good reafon why :-— We have but one mind between 
us—Only, that fometimes you are a little too grave, 
_ methinks; I, no dowbt, a little too flippant in your 
opinion. , | | | 
‘This difference in our tempers, however, is pro 
bably the reafon that we love one angther. /o well, 
that, in the words of Norris, no third Jove can come 
in between: Since each, in the other’s eye,. having 
fomething amifs, and each loving the other’ well 
enough to bear being told of it; and the rather, per- 
haps, as neither wifhes to mend it; This takes off a 


Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. - 173 
good deal from that rivalry which might encourage a 
little, if not a great deal, of that latent fpleen, which 
in time might rife into envy, and That into ill-will, 
So, my dear, if This be the cafe, let each keep her 
fault, and much good may do her with it, fay I: 
For there is conftitution in both to plead for it: And 
what an hero or heroine muft he or fhe be, who cari 
conquer a conftitutional fault? Let it be avarice, as 
in fome I dare not name: Let it be gravity, as in my 
beft friend: Or let it be fzppancy, as in—I need not 
fay whom. 
“It is proper to acquaint you, that I was obliged to 
comply with my mammia’s curio/ity— My mamma 
has her fhare, her full fhare, of curiofity, my dear— __ 
and to let her fee here and there, fome paflages of 
your letters.— = 4 

I am broke irk urpon— But I will tell you by-and- 


_ by, what paffed between my mamma and me, on this 


occafion—And the rather, as fhe had her Girt, her 
favourite HicKMAN, and your LOVEEACE, all at 
once in her eye.— , 


We QO i 

Thusit was:  - Sing 

‘I cannot but think, Nancy, faid fhe, after all, 
€ that there is a little hardfhtp in Mifs Harlowe’s cafe: 
©‘ And yet, as her mamma fays, it is a grating, thing 
§ to have a child, who was always noted for her duty 


in fmaller points, to ftand in oppofition to her pa- 


€ rents will, in the greater; yea, in the greateft of all. 


_ 6 And now, to middle the matter between both, it 


‘ is pity, that the man they infift'upon her ope tee | 


® has not that fort of merit, which fo delicate a min 
-* as Mifs Harlowe’s might reafonably expect in a huf- 
© bartd.—But then, this man is furely preferable to a 


* libertine: To a libertine too, who has had a duel 
€ with her own brother. Fathers and mothers mutt 
I3 ¢ think 
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‘ think fo, were it zot for that circumftance-— And it 
© is ftrange if they do not know bett.’ Se 

And fo they muft, thought I, from their experience, 
if no little, dirty views give them alfo that prepoffeffion 
in one man’s favour, which they are fo apt to cenfure 
their daughters for having in another’s— And if, as I 
may add in your cafe, they have no creeping, old, 
mmufty, uncle Antony’s to ftrengthen their prepoflef- 
fions, as he does my mamma’s—Poor, creeping, po- 
fitive foul, what has fuch an old bachelor as he to do, 
to prate about the duties of children to parents ; un- 
lefs he had a notion that parents owe fome to their 
children? But your mamma, by her indolent meek- 
nefs, let me call it, has fpoiled all the three brethers. 

© But you fee, child, proceeded my mamma, what 
“a different behaviour Mine is to You. I recom- 
“ mend to you one of the fobereft, yet politeft, men 
* in England.—’ | 

I think little of my mamma’s polite/?, my dear. 
She judges of honeft Hickman for her daughter, as 
fhe would have done, I fuppofe, twenty years ago, 
for herfelf : For Hickman appears to me to be 4 man 
of that antiquated cut; as to hts mind I mean: A 
great deal too much upon the formal,.you muft needs 
think him to be, yourfelf. > 

¢ Of a good family, continued my mamma; a fine, 
© clear, and improving eftate (a prime confideration 
€ with my mamma, as well as with fome other folks, 
€ whom you know) : And I deg and I pray you to en- 
“courage him: At lea{t, not to ufe him the wor/e, 
© for his being fo obfequious to you.’ os 

Yes, indeed! To ufe him kindly, that he may treat 
me familiarly— But diftance to the men-wretches is 
beft—I fay. oe ——- he cae 

‘ Yet all will hardly prevail upon you ta do as I 
© would have you. What would you fay, were J to 
© treat you as Mig Harlowe’s father and mother treat 
§ her? | 

¢ What 
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~ © What would I fay, Madam !— That’s eafily an- 
© fwer’d. I would say nothing. Can you think fuch 
‘ufage, and to fuch a young lady, is to be borne? | 
< Come, come, Nancy, be not fo hafty : You have 
‘heard but one fide; and that there is more to be 
‘faid is plain, by your reading to me, but parts of 
¢ her letters. “They are her parents. They muft know 
© beft. Mifs Harlowe, as fine a child as fhe is, 
© muft have done fomething, muft have /aid fomething 
* (you know how they lov’d her), to make them ufe 
‘ her thus.’~ | | 
’ «© But if-/be fhould be blamelefs, Madam, how does 
¢ your own fuppofition condemn them?” - - 

Then came up Solmes’s great eftate ; his good ma- 
nagement of it—* A little too NEAR indeed,’ was the 
word !|—(O how money-lovers, thought I, will palliate / 
Yet my mamma isa princefs in fpirit to this Solmes!) 
‘ What ftrange effects have prepoffeffion and love 
© upon young ladies !’ 

-- I don’t know how it is, my dear; but people take 
ftrange delight in finding out folks in love ; Curiofi- 
ties beget curiofities : I believe that’s the thing! _ 

She proceeded to praife Mr. Lovelace’s perfon, and 
his qualifications natural and acquired: But then fhe 
would judge as mothers will judge, and as daughters 
are very loth to judge :—But could fay nothing in an- 
fwer to your offer of living fingle; and breaking with 
him—if—if—(three or four [f’s fhe made of one good 
one, If) that could be depended on, fhe faid. 

But {till obedience without referve, reafon what I 
will, is the burden of my mamma’s fong: And This, 
for my fake, as well as yours. 

I mutt needs fay, that I think duty to parents is a 
very meritorious excellence: But I blefs God I have 
not your trials, We can all be good when we have 
no temptation nor provocation to the contrary.:—But 
few young perfons (who can help themfelves too). 
would bear what you bear. 7 

: aa | Iwill 
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I will not mention all that is upon my mind, in-re- 
lation to the behaviour of your father and uncles, and 
the reft of them, becaufe I would not offend you: 
But I have now a higher opinion pf my own fagacity, 
than ever I had, in that I could never cordially love 
‘any one of your family but yourfelf. IT am not bors 
'to like them. But it is my duty to be fincere to my 
friend: And this will excufe her Anna Howe to Mifs 
Clarifla Harlowe. I ought indeed to have excepted 
your mamma; a lady to be reverenced; and now to 
be pity’d. What muft have been her treatment, to 
be thus fubjugated, as I may call it? Little did the 
good old Vifcount think, when he married his darling, 
his only, daughter to fo well-appearing a gentleman, 
and to her own liking too, that fhe would have been 
fo much kept down. Another would call your father a 
tyrant, if you will not: All the world indeed would : 
And if you love ye mother, you fhould not be very 
angry at the world for taking that liberty. Yet, after 
all, I cannot help thinking, that fhe is the lefs to be 
pitied, as fhe may be faid (be the gout, or what will, 
the occafion of his morofenefs) to have long behaved 
unworthy of her birth and fine qualities, in yielding to 
‘incroaching fpirits (you may confine the reflection to 
-your brother, if it will pain you to extend it); and This 
for the fake of preferving a temporary peace to her- 
felf ; which is the lefs worth attempting to preferve, 
as it always produced a ftrength in the will of others, 
‘and a weaknefs in her own, that has fubjected her to 
an arbitrarinefs which grew, and became eftablitfhed, 
upon her patience.—And now to give up the moft de- 
ferving of her children, againft her judgment, a facri- 
fice to the ambition and felfifhnefs of the leaft deferv- 
ing——But I fly from this fubjeét—having, I fear, frid 
too much to be forgiven for—and yet much lefs than 
is in my heart to fay upon the over-meek fubject. 

Mr. Hickman ts expeéted from London this even- 
ing. I have defired him to inquire after Lovelace’s 

| | | life 
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life and converfation in town. If he has not, I 
fhalt be very angry with him. Don’t expect a very 
good account of either. He is certainly an intriguing 


wretch, and full of inventions. 


Upon my word, I moft heartily defpife that fex ! 
E with they would let our fathers and mothers alone; 
teazing them to teaze us with their golden promifes, 
and proteftations, and fettlements, and the reft of their 


-oftentatious nonfenfe. How charmingly might you 


and I live together, and defpife them all !—But to be 
cajoled, wire-drawn, and infnared, like filly birds, into 
a ftate of bondage, or vile fubordination: To be 
courted as princefles for a few weeks, in order to be 
treated as flaves for the reft of our lives— Indeed, my 
dear, as you fay of Solmes, I cannot endure them !—. 
But for your relations (friends no. more will I call 
them, unworthy. as they are even of the other name!) to. 
take fuch a wretch’s. price as That; and to the cutting. 
off all reverfions from his own family !—How muft a 
mind. but commonly juft refift fuch a meafure ! 

Mr. Hickman fhall found Lord M. upon the fubject 
you recommend. But beforehand, I can tell you 
what he and what his fifters will fay, when they are 
founded. .Who would not be proud of fuch a rela- 


- tion as Mifs Clariffa Harlowe?— Mrs. Fortefcue told 


me, that they are all your very great admirers. * 
If I_have not been clear enough in my adviceabout - 
what you fhall do, let me fay, that I can give it in 
one word: It is only by re-urging you to Rgsumg. 

If you do, all the reft will follow. | 
We are told here, that Mrs. Norton, as well as 
your aunt Hervey, has given her opinion on the im- 
plicit fide of the queftion. If the can think, that the 
part fhe has. had in your education, and your own ad- 
mirable talents | acquirements, are to be thrown 
away upon fuch a worthlefs.creature as Solmes, Ecould 
heartily quarrel with her. You may think I fay this 
to leffen your regard for the good’ woman, And per- 
I5 haps 
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haps not wholly without caufe, if you do.. For, to 
own the truth, methinks, I don’t love ber, fo well as 
I fhould do, did you love her fo apparently lefs, that 
I could’be out of doubt, that you love me better... . 

Your mamma tells you, ¢ That you will have. great 
* trials: That you are under your papa’s difcipline.’— 
‘The word’s enough for me to defpife then: who give 
eccafion for its ufe!— * That it is out of her power 
“to help you!’ And again: ‘ That if you have any 
* favour to hope for, it muft be by the mediation of 
“your uncles!’ I fuppofe you will write to the oddi- 
ties ; fince you are forbid to fee them !— But can it 
be, that fuch a lady, fuch a fifter, fuch a wife, fuch 
a mother, has no influence in her own family ? Who 
indeed, as you fay, would marry, that can live fingle? 
My choler is again beginning to rife. RESUME, 
my dear :— And that’s all I will give myfelf time to 
fay further, left I offend you, when I cannot-ferve 
you—Only this, that I am 


Your truly affectionate friend and fervant, 
Axna Hows. 


LETTER XXVIII. 
Mifs Crarissa Hartowe, To Ati/s Howe. . 


: | Friday, Mar. to. 
yy Cv will permit me, my dear, to touch upon a . 
few paffages in your laft favour, that affect mé 

fenfibly. fo 

In the firft place, you muft allow me'to fay, low 
as J am in fpirits, that I am very angry with you for 
your reflections on my relations, particularly on my 
father, and on the memory of my grandfather. Nor, 
my dear, does your own mamma always efcape the 
keen edge of your vivacity. One cannot one’s /cif 
forbear to write or {peak freely of thofe we love and 
2 honour s 


@ 
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honour ; that is to fay, when grief wrings the heart : 
But it goes againft one to hear any body elfe take the 
fame liberties. Then you have fo very ftrong a man- 
ner of expreffion, where you take a diftafte, that 
when paffion has fubfided, and I come by refle€tion 
to fee by your feverity what I have given occafion for, 
Teannot help condemning myfelf. Let me then, as 
matters arife, make my complaints to you; but be it 
your part to foothe and foften my angry paffions, ‘by 
fuch advice as nobody better knows how to give: 

And this the rather, as you know what an influence 
your advice has upon me. | | 

I cannot help owning, that I'am pleafed to have 
you join with me in opinion of the contempt which 
‘Mr. Solmes deferves from me, But yet, permit me 
to fay, that he is not quite fo horrible ‘a creature as 
you make him: As to his perfon, I mean; for with 
regard to his mind, by all I have heard, you have 
done him but juftice: But you have fuch a talent at 
an ugly likenefs, and fuch a vivacity, that they fome- 
times carry you out of verifimilitude. In fhort, my 
dear, I have known you, in more inftances than one, 
fit down refolved to write all that wit, rather than 
ftrict juftice, could fuggeft upon the given occafion. 

Perhaps it may be thought, that I fhould fay the lefs 
on this particular fubje€t, becaufe your diflike to him 
arifes from love to me: But fhould it not be our aim 
to judge of ourfelves, and of every thing that affects 
us, as we may reafonably imagine other people would 
judge of us, and of our actions ? 

_ As to the advice you give, to refume my eftate, 
IT am determin’d not to litigate with my papa, let 
what will be the confequence to myfelf. I may give 
-you,. at another time, a mcre particular anfwer to 
your reafonings on this fubjet : But, at prefent, will 
only obferve, that it is my opinion, that Lovelace 
himfelf would hardly think me worth addreffing, were 
he to know this to be my refolution. Thefe men, 

. 9 , I 6 | my 
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my dear, with all their Aatteries, look forward to.the- 
PERMANENT. Iadeed, it is fit they fhould.. For 


Leve mutt be a very foolifh thing to look back upon, 
when it has brought perfons born to affluence inte 


indigence 3 and laid a. generous mind under the hard — 


neceffity of obligation and dependence. 


You very ingenioufly account fer the love we bear - 


to one another, from the difference in our tempers. 
I own, I fhould not have thought of That. There 


may poffibly be fomething in it: But whether there 


be, or not, whenever I am cool, and give mydelf 
time to reflect, I will love you the better for the cor- 
rection you give me, be.as fevere as you will upon 


‘me. Spare me not therefore, my dear frend, when-- 


ever you think me in the leaft faulty. I love your 
agreeable raillery: You know I always did: Nor, 
however over-ferious you think me, did I ever think 
you (ppant, as you harfhly call it. One of the firft 


conditions of our mutual friendfhip was,. that each - 


fhould fay or write to the other whatever was upon - 


her mind, without any offence to be taken: A con-. 
dition, that is indeed an indifpenfable in all friendfhip. 


] knew your mamma would be for implicit obe- | 
dience ina child. Iam forry my cafe. is fo circum- | 


ftanced, that I cannot comply: As my Mrs. Norton 
fays, it would be my duty to do fo, if Icould. You 


are indeed very happy, that you have nothing but . 


your own agreeable, yet whimfical, humours to cone. 
tend with, in the choice fhe invites a to make of. 


Mr. Hickman !—How happy fhould I be, ta be treated 
with fo much lenity! 1 fhould bluth to have my 
mamma fay, that the dege’d and: pray’d’ me, and-alk 


in vain, to encourage a man fo unexceptionable as Mr. - 


Hickman. 


Indeéd, my beloved Mifs Howe, I am. atham’d ta | 


have your mamina fay, with Me: in-her view,.* What. ! 


‘ ftrange effects have Prepofleffion and Love upom 
« young creatuses of our fex !’ This touches me the 
2 | | more 


ce] 
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more fenfibly, becaufe you yourfelf, my dear,. are fo 
ready to perfusde me into it. ‘I fhould be very blame- | 
able to endeavour to hide any the leaft byas. upon my 
miad, frem you: And I eannet but fay,— that this 
man—this Lovelace— is a perfon that might be liked. 
well enough, if he bore fuch a character as. Mr. Hick- - 
man bears; and even if there were hopes of reclaiming 
him: But Love, methinks, as fhort a word. as it is, 
has a. broad found with it. Yet dol find, that: one 
may: be driven, by violent meafures, ftep by ftep, as.’ 
it ‘were, into. fomething that may be called—lI don’t - 
know what to call it—A condstional kind of liking, or 
fo:—But.asto-the word Love—juftifiable and charm- 
ing as it is in fome cafes (that is to fay, in all the re/a- 
tive, in all the focial, and, .what is ftill beyond both, ° 
in. all our /upertor duties, in-which it may be properly 
called divine); it has, methinks, in this narrow, cir- 
cumfcribed, felfth, peculiar fenfe, no very pretty found 
with it: Treat.me as. freely as you will in all other re- _ 

. L will love you, as I have faid, the better for: 

friendly freedom: But, methinks, I could be 
glad, for Sk x-fake, that you would not let this.im- 
putation pals fo glibly from your pen, or your lips, as. 
attributable to. one of your own fex, whether I be. the: 
perfon or not: Since the. other muft have a double: 
triuarph, wher a perfon.of your delicacy (arm’d with 
fuch contempts of them all, as you would have one 
thimk ): can. give up. a friend, with an exultation over 
her weaknefs, as a filly, love-fick creature! 


~ Leould make fome other obfervations upomthe con- 


tents of your laft two letters; but my mind is not free 
enough. at prefent. The accafions for the above ftuck. 
with me; ‘and I could not help taking the earlieft.no~ 
tice of them. | 

. ]-will. now. acquaint you: with all proceedings here : 
But thefe fhall: be the fubject of another Letter. 


LE T- 
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L E TTER XXIxX, 
Mifs CuarissA Hartowe, To AGifs Howe. | 
: — e : Saturday, March 11. 


T Have had fuch taunting meflages, and fuch re- 
peated avowals of ill-offiees, brought me from my 
brother and fifter, if I do not comply with their wills 
(delivered, too, with provoking faucinefs by Bet 
Barnes), that I have thought it proper, before I enter’d 
* upon my intended addrefs to my uncles, in purfuance 
of the hint given me in my mamma’s letter, to ex- 
a agi little with them, But, I have done it in 
uch a manner, as will give you (if you pleafe to take 
it as you have done fome parts of my former letters) 
great advantage over me. In fhort, you will have 
more caufe than ever, to declare me far gone in Love, 
if my reafons for ee of my ftyle, in thefe 
letters, with regard to Mr. Lovelace, do not 
your more favourable opinion.— For I have thought 
proper to give them their owrf way ; and, fince they 
will have it, that I have a preferable regard for Mr. 
Lovelace, I give them caufe rather to confirm their 
opinion than doubt it. 

Thefe are my reafons in brief, for the alteration of 
my ftyle. _ . =f | : 

In the firft place, they have grounded their prin- 
cipal argument for my compliance with their will, 
upon my acknowlegements that my heart is free ; 
and fo fuppofing I give up no preferable perfon, my 


oppofition has the look of downright obftinacy in. 


their eyes ; and they argue, that, at worft, my aver- 
fion to Solmes, is an averfion that may be eafily fur- 


mounted, and ought to be furmounted in duty to my 


father, and for the promotion of family views. 
Next, altho’ they build upon this argument in or- 
der to filence me, they feem not te believe me, but 
e treat 


ileee 
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treat me as violently, and as difpracefully, as if I were 
in love with:one of my father’s footmen : — So that 
my conditional willingnefs to give up Lovelace, has 
procur’'d me no favour. Sey SS 

‘In the next place, I cannot but think, that my 
brother’s antipathy to him is far from being well- 
grounded: His inordinate paffion for the fex is his 
crime, that is always rung in my ears; and a very 
great one it is: But, does my brother recriminate 
upon him thus, in love to mie ?—- No— His whole 
behaviour fhews me, that That is not his motive, and 
that he thinks me rather in his way, than otherwife. - 
“It is then the call of juftice, as -I may fay, to fpeak 
up a little for a man, who, altho’ provok’d by my 
brother, did not do him all the mifchief he could 


' havedone him, and which my brother had endeavour’d 


todo him. It might not be amifs therefore, I thought, 
to alarm them a little with an apprehenfion, that the 
methods they.are taking with me, are the very re- 
verfe of thofe they {hould take to anfwer the end they 
defign by them: And after all, what is the com- 
pliment I make Mr. Lovelace, if I allow it to be 
thought, that I do really prefer him to fuch a man, 
as him they terrify me with? Then, my Mifs Howe 
(concluded 1) accufes me of a tamenefs, which fub- 


,~, Jets me to infults from my brother : I will keep that 


dear friend in my eye ; and for ai/ thefe confiderations, 

tty what a little of Aer fpirit wilkdo— fit it ever fo 

aukwardly upon me.” | 

vn this way of thinking, I wrote to my brother and 
er, This is my Letter to him. . 7 


; T REATED, asI am treated, and, in a great 


meafure, if not wholly, by your initigations, 
brother 2 you muft permit me to expoftulate with you 
upon the occafion. It is not my intention to difpleafe 
you in what I am going to write: And yet I muft 
cal freely with you: ‘The occafion calls for it. a : 
o ¢ 3 n 
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And permit me, in the firft place, to remind you, 
That Iam your fffer; and not your fervant; and 
that, therefore, the bitter revilings and paffionate lan- 
guage brought me from you, upon an oecafion, in which. 
you have no reafon te prefcribe to me, are neither 
worthy of my character to bear, or of yours to offer. 

Put the cafe, that I were to marry the man you 
diflike, and that he were mot to make a polite or 
tender hufband, Is that a reafon for you to be an un= 
polite and difobliging brother? — Why mutt yoz,. 
Sir, anticipute my misfortunes, were fuch a cafe to 
happen ?— Let me tell you plainly, that the hufband 
who could treat me, as a wife, worfe than you, of 
late, have treated me as a //fer, muft be a barbarous. 
man indeed. ‘ 


Afk yourfelf, I pray you, Sir, If you would. thus. 


have treated your fifter Bella, had fhe thought fit to 
receive the addreffes of the man fo much hated by 
you?—TIf not, let me caution you, my brother, not 
to take your meafures by what you think will be 
borne, but rather by what ought to be offer’d. 

How would you take it, if you hada brother, who, 

in a like cafe, were to act by you, as you do by me ? 
You cannot but remember what a laconic anfwer 
you gave even to my papa, who recommended to 
you Mifs Nelly D’Oily -— You did not like her, were 
your words. And that was thought fufficient. 
' You muft needs think, that I cannot but Know to 
evhom to attribute my difgraces, when I recolle& my 
papa’s indulgence to me, in permitting me to decline. 
feveral offers; and to whom, that a common caufe is. 
endeavoured to be made, in favour of a man whofe 
perfon and manners are more exceptionable, than 
thofe of any of the gentlemen I have been. permittéd 
to refufe. 

I offer not to compare the two'meni together: Nor 
is there, indeed, the leaft comparifon to be made be- 
tween thei. All: the diffesence to the one’s dif~ 

advantage, 
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ee if I did, is. but in one point—~ Of the 


greateft importance, indeed— But ta whom of mof 
importance ?— To my/elf, furely, were I to encourage 
his application: — Of the leaft to yeu. Neverthelels, 
if you do not, by your Itrange policies, unite that max 
and me as joint-fufferers in one caufe, you fhall find 
me as much refolv’d to renounce him, as I am to re- 
fufe the other. [I have made an overture to this pur- 
pofe: I hope you will not give me reafon to confirm 
my apprehenfions, that it will be owing to you, if it 
be mot accepted. ts — 

It is a fad thing, to have it to fay, without being 
confcious of ever having given you caufe of offence, 
that I have in you a brother, but not a frend. 

Perhaps you will not condefcend to enter into the 
reafons of your late conduct with a foolifh filer: But, 
if politenefs, if civility, be nat due ta that character, 
and to my fex, ju/ffice is. 
- Let me take the liberty further to. ebferve,. that 
the principal end of a young gentleman’s education 
at the univerfity, is, te learn him to reafon’ juftly, 

‘amd to fubdue the violence of his pafions: I hepe, 
brother, that you will not give room for any-body 
who knows us both, to conclude, that the toilette 
has learned the one more of the latter doctrine, than 
ithe univerfity has taught the other. 1am truly forry 
‘ta have caufe to fay, that I have heard it often re- 
marked, that your uncontrouled paffions are not a 
-credit to your liberal education. 

I hope, Sir, that you will excufe the freedom I 
‘have taken with you: You have given me tod much 
-reafon for it, and you-have taken much greater -with 
me, without reafon ;— fo, if you are offended, ought 
to look at the caufe, and not at the effecét:— Then 
‘examining yourfelf, that caufe will ceafe, and there 
-will not be any-where 2 more accomplifh’d gentleman 
than my brother. | eas: 

‘Sifterly affection, I do affure you, Sir (unkindly, 

as 
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as you have ufed me), and not the pertnefs which of 

late you have been fo apt to impute to me, is my 

motive in this hint. Let me invoke your returning 

kindnefs, my only brother! And give me caufe, I be- 

feech you, to call you my compaffionating friend. For 

i am, andever willbe, =  ~ | | 
Your affectionate fifter, 

Ci. HARLoweE. 


This is my brother’s anfwer. 


To Mifs CuarissaA HARLOWE. 


| J Know, there will be no end of. your impertinent 
{cribble, if I don’t write to you. I write there- 
fore: But, without entring into argument with fuch 
a conceited and pert preacher and queftioner, it is, 
to forbid you to plague me with your quaint nonfenfe. 
I know not what Wit in a woman is good for, but 
to make her over-value herfelf, and defpife every- 
body elfe. Yours, Mifs Pert, has fet you above your 
duty, and above being taught or prefcrib’d to, either 
by parents, or any-body elfe— But go on, Mifs, 
our mortification will be the greater; That’s all, 
child. It fhall, I affure you, if I can make it fo, 
fo long as you prefer that villainous Lovelace, who 
is juftly hated by all your family. We fee by your 
Letter now, as well as we too juftly fufpected before, 
moft evidently, what hold he has got of your for- 
ward heart. But the ftronger the hold, the greater 
mutt be the force (and you fhall have enough of that) 
to tear fuch a mifcreant from it. In me, notwith- 
ftanding your faucy lecturing, and as faucy reflections 
before, you are fure of a friend, as well as a brother, 
if it be not your own fault. But if you will fill 
think of fuch a hufband as that Lovelace, never. ex- 
pect either in 7 

| Ja. HARLowsg. 

I will 


a 


a 
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_ Iwill now give. you a copy of my letter to my 
fifter ; with her unfifterly anfwer. 


N what, my dear fifter, have I offended you, that 
* inftead of endeavouring to foften my father’s, anger 
againft me (as I am fure, I fhould have done for you, 
had my unhappy cafe been yours) you fhould, in fo 
hard-hearted a manner, join to aggravate not only 
his difpleafure, but my mamma’s againft me. Make 
but my cafe your own, my dear Bella; and fuppofe 
you were commanded to marry Mr. Lovelace (to 
whom you are believed to have an antipathy), would 
you ‘not think it a vey grievous injunction *—~ Yet 
cannot your diflike to Mr. Lovelace be greater than 
mine. is to Mr. Solmes. Nor are Love and Hatred 
voluntary paffions. | SS 

My brother may, perhaps, think it a proof of a 
manly {pirit, to be an utter ftranger to the gentle 
paffions. .We have both heard him boaft, that he 
never loved iwith diftinG@ion ; and, aa predomi- 
nating paffions, and checked in his firft attempt, 
perhaps he never will: It is the lefs wonder then, 
yaw from the college, fo lately himfelf the tutored, that 
he fhould fet up for a tutor, a prefcriber to our gentler 
fex, whofe:taftes and manners are differently formed; — 
For what, according to his account, are collesek but 
clafles of tyrants, from the upper ftudents over the 
lower, and from them to the tutor .— That be, with 
fuch mafculine pafltons, fhould endeavour to controul 
and bear down an unhappy fifter, in a cafe where 
his antipathy, and, give me leave to fay, his ambition 
(once you would have allowed the latter to be his 
fault), canbe gratify’d by fo doing, may not be quite 
fo much to be wonder’d at— But, that a //er fhould 
give up the caufe of a fifter, and join with him to fet 
her father and mother againft her, in a cafe relative 
to fex; in acafe that might have been her own— 
Indeed, my Bella, this is not pretty in youu. 

a There 
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‘There was a time that Mr. Lovelace was thought 
reclaimable, and when it was far from being deem’d 
a cenfurable view to hope to bring back to the paths 
of virtue and honour, a man of his fenfe and under- 
ftanding. I am far from wifhing to make the ex- 
periment :— But neverthelefs will fay, That if F-have 
not a regard for hingy the difgraceful methods taken 
to compel me to receive the addreffes of fuch a man 
as Mr. Soles, are: enough to infpire it. 

Do you, my fifter, for one moment, Jay afide alf 
prejudice, and compare the two men in their births, 
. their educations, their perfons, their underftandings, 
their @anners, their air, and their whole deport- 
ments; And in their fortunes too, taking in reverfions ; 
And then judge,of both: Yet, as I have frequently 
offer’d, I will live fingle with all my heart, if that 
will do. | | 

I cannot thus live in difpleafure and difprace |— I 
would, if I céuld, oblige all my friends— But will it 
be uff, will it be boneff, to marry a man I cannot 
endure ?— If I have not been ufed to oppofé the will 
of my father, but have always delighted to oblige 
and obey, judge of the ftrength of my antipathy, by 
the infil oppofition I am obliged to make, an 
cannot help it. - 

Pity then, my deareft Bella, my fifter, my friend, 


my companion, my advifer, as you ufed to be when, 


I was happy, and plead for, 
Your ever-affectionate 
Ci. HARLOWE. 


To Mifs Clary Har.owe. 


J 
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ET it be pretty, or not pretty, in your wife ; 


opinion, I ihall {peak my mind, Pl aflure yous | 


both of you and your conduét, in relation to this de- 
tefted Lovelace. You are a fond, foolifh girl, with 
all your wifdom. Your letter thews that, enough 19 

twenty 


we at + 
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twenty places. - And as to your cant of living fingle, 
maby will believe you, ‘This is one of your fetches 
to avoid complying with your duty, and the will of 
the moft indulgent parents in the world, as youre 
have been to you, I am fure— Tho’ now they fee 
themfelves finely requited for it. 

We ail, indeed, once thought your temper fof 
and amiable: But why was it? — You never was 
contradi€ted before: You had always your own way. 
But no fooner do you meet with oppofition in your 


| withes to throw yourfelf away upon a vile rake, but 


you fhew what you are!— You cannot love Mr 
Solmes ! that’s the pretence ; but fifter, fifter, let me 
tell you, that is becaufe Lovelace has got into your 


| fond heart: A wretch hated, juftly hated, by us all; 


and who has dipped his hands in the blood of your 
brother: —— Yet him you would make our relation, 
would you ? | a 

I have no patience with you, but for putting the 
cafe of my liking fach a vile wretch as him. As to 


| the encouragement you pretend he received formerly 
:] from all our family, it was before we knew him to be 


fo vile: And the proofs that had fuch force upon ws, 


: ought to have had fome upon you: —And would, had 


you not been a foolifh forward girl; as on this oc- 


* Cafion every-body fces you are. 


- O-how you run out in favour of the wretch !— 


i His birth, his education, his perfon, his underftand- 


ing, his manners, his air, his fortune — Reverfions 
too taken in to augment the furfeiting catalogue! 
What 4 fond ftring of love-fick praifes is here !— 
And yet you would live fingle—Yes, I warrant !— 
When fo many imaginary perfections dance before 
your dazled eye!— But no more —I only defire, 
that you -will not, while you feem to have fuch an 
opinion of your wit, think every one elfe a fool; 


| @ad that. you. can at pleafure, by your whining 


flourifhes, make us all dance after your lead. 
tn feos Write 
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Write as often as you will, this fhall be the laft an- 
{wer or notice you fhall have upon this fubject from 
' | ARABELLA HARLOWE. 


I had in readinefs a letter for each. of my uncles; 
and meeting in the garden a fervant of my uncle Har- 
lowe, I gave them to him to deliver according to their 
refpective directions. If I am to form a judgment by 
the anfwers I have received from my brother and 
fifter, as above, I muft not, I doubt, expect any 

ood from them. But when I have try’d every expe- 
aia I fhall have the lefs to blame myfelf for, if any — 
thing unhappy fhould fall out. I will fend you co- | 
pies of both, when I fhall fee what notice they will | 
be thought worthy of, if of any. } 


LETTER XXX. 
_Mifs CLarissA HaRLoweE, To AGi/s Howe. 


Sunday night, March 12. : 
of Ries man, this Lovelace, gives me great uneafi- - 
nefs. He is extremely bold and rafh. He was : 
this afternoon at our church: In hopes to fee me, ! 
fuppofe: And yet, if he had fuch hopes,’ his ufual ‘ 
intelligence muft have failed him. 
Shorey was at church; and a principal part of her 
obfervation was upon his haughty and proud behaviour, + 
when he turn’d round in the pew where he fat, to our - 
family-pew.—- My papa and both my uncles were ° 
there; fo were my mamma and fifter. My brother : 
happily was not !— They all came home in diforder. 
Nor did the congregation mind any-body but him; . 
it being his firft appearance there, fince the unhappy | 
rencounter. ‘ 
__ What did the man come for, if he intended to look : 
challenge and defiance, as Shorey fays he did, anda : 
others obferved it feems as well as fhe? Did he : 
come for my fake; and, by behaving in fuch a er : 
ne 
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ner to thofe prefent of my family, imagine he was do- 
ing me either fervice or pleafure?— He knows how 
they hate him: Nor will he take pains, would pains 
do, to obviate their hatred. 

You and I, my dear, have often taken notice of 


: his pride; and you have rallied him upon it ; and in- 


d of exculpating himfelf, he has own’d it; and, 


-| by owning it, has thought he has done enough. 


For my own part, I thought pride, in his cafe, an 


: improper fubject for raillery.— People of birth and 


fe 


ae) 
We 
ww 


| fortune to be proud, ts fo needlefs, fo mean a vice !|— 


If they deferve refpe&t, they will have it, without re- 
quiring it. In other words, for perfons to endeavour 


1 to gain refpect by a haughty behaviour, is to give a 


| 


proof that they miftruft their own merit: To make 
confeffion that they now that their adfions will not 


" attract it.— Diftinétion or Quality may be prided in 
__ by thofe to whom diftinétion or quality is a new thing. 


2 
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ve 
vit 


ie 


1 
’ 


4 


¢ 
4a 
“. fear, however, fince they trample upon themfelves 
Who can fear this. But this man mutt be fecure, that 


“| And then the refle€tion and contempt which fuch 
;:| bring upon themfelves, by it, is a counter-balance. 


Such added advantages too, as this man has in his 


4 perfon and mien; learned alfo, as they fay he is;— 
“") Such a man to be haughty, to be imperious !—The 
‘“ lines of hisown face at the famé time conderinine 


hin— How wholly inexcufable |— Proud of what 

Not of doing well: The only juftifiable pride.— 
Proud of exterior advantages |— Muft not ore be led 
by fuch a /fop-/bort pride, as one may call it, in him 


“| or her who has it, to miftruft the interior. Some 


People may indeed be afraid, that if they did not af- 
ume, they would betrampled upon. A very narrow 


humility would be an ornament to him. 
He has talents, indeed: But thofe talents, and his 


. Perfonal advantages, have been fares to him. It is 


plain they have. And this fhews, that, weigh’d in 


g “equal balance, he would be found greatly ih 2 
a 
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' Had my friends confided, as they did at firft, in 
that difcretion which they do not accufe me of being 
defetive in, I dare fay I fhould have found him out: 
And then fhould have been as refolute to difmifs dis, 


as I was to difmifs others, and as I am never to have | 
Mr. Solmes. © that they did but know my heart !— _ 


It fhall fooner burft, than voluntarily, uncompelled, 


undriven, dictate a meafure that fhall caft a flur either: 


upon them, my fex, or myfelf. 


Excufe me, my dear friend, for thefe Rave folile-~ : 
run from: 
refic@tion to reflection! But the occafion is recent ![—— 


quies, as J may call them. How have 


They are all in commotion below upon it ! 


Shorey fays, that he watched my mamma’s eye, . 
and bowed to her: And fhe return’d the compliment. . 


He always admir’d my mamma. She would not, I be-_ - 


lieve, have hated bim, had fhe not been bid to hate 
him ; and had it not been for the rencounter between 
him and her only fon. 

Dr. Lewin was at church ; and obferving, as every- 
one elfe did, the diforder into which Mr. Lovelace’s 


appearance had put all our family, was fo good as to 


engage him in converfation, when the fervice was 
ever, till they were all gone to their coaches. © 


My father it feems is more and more incenfed ° 


againft me. And fo are my uncles: They had my 
letters in the morning. Their anfwers, if they vouch- 
fafe to anfwer me, will demonftrate, I doubt not, the 


unfeafonablenefs of this rafh man’s prefence at our 


church. 
They are angry, it feems, at my mamma, for re- 


turning his compliment. What an enemy is hatred, - 


even to the common forms of civility!’ which, how- 
ever, more diftinguifh the payer of a compliment, 
_ than the receiver. But they all fee, they fay, that. 
there is but one way to put an end to his infults. So 
I fhall fuffer: And in what will the rafh man have 
benefited himfelf, or mended his profpeéts ? 

| ne | Iam 
x 


= 


\ 


| 
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I am extremely apprehenfive, that this worfe than 
fre appearance of his, bodes fome {till bolder 
ep» If he come hither (and very defirous he is of 
my leave to come), I am afraid there will be murder. 
o avoid That, if there were no other way, } would 
moft willingly be bury’d alive. | 
.They are all in confultation: Upon my letters, I 
fuppofe : So they were in the morning, which occa- 
fion’d my uncles to be at our church. I will fend you 
the copies of thofe letters, as I promifed in my faft, 
when i fee whether I can give you their anfwers with 
them. .This letter is all— I-cannot-tell-what— the 
effeét of apprehenfion and difpleafure at the man who 
has occafioned thefe apprehenfions: Six lines would 
have contained all that 1s in it to the purpofe of my 
ftory. 
Cr. H. 


See Letter xxxvi. for Mr. Lovelace’s account of his be- 
haviour and intentions in his appearance at their 


church, 


LETTER XXXI. 
Mr, Lovetace, To Joun Betrorp, £/9;. 


Monday, March 13. 


| | vain doft (a) thou and thy compeers prefs me 


to go to town, while I am in fuch an uncertainty 
as | am at prefent with this proud Beauty. All the 
ground “I have hitherto gained with her, is intirely 
owing to her concern for the fafety of people whom I 


have reafon to hate. 


Write then, thou biddeft me, if I will not come. 
That, indeed, I can do; and as well without a fub- - 


(a) Thefe gentlemen affected the Roman flyle, as they 
called it, in their letters: And it was an agreed rule with 
them, to take in good part whatever freedoms they treated 
each other with, if the pajages were written in that fiyle. 

V-ou. I. K | 


Cty 
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jeét, as with one. And what follows fhall be a proof 


of it. , 

The Lady’s malevolent brother has now, as I told 
thee at M. Hall, introduced another man ; the moft 
unpromifing in his perfon and qualities, the moft for- 
midable in his offers, that has yet appeared. 

This man_ has, by his propofals, captivated every 
foul of the Harlowe’s— Sou// did I fay ?—There is 
not a foul among them but my charmer’s: And 
fhe, withftanding them All, is actually confin’d, and 
otherwife maltreated, by a Father the moft gloomy and — 
pofitive ; at the inftigation of a Brother the moft arro- 
gant and felfifh— But thou knoweft their characters ; 
and I will not therefore fully my paper with them. 

But is it not 4 confounded thing to be in love with | 
one, who is the daughter, the fifter, the niece, of 2 - 
family I muft eternally defpife? And the devil of it, 
That Love increafing, with her-—What fhall I call it? 
— ’ Fis not fcorn :—’Tis not pride:—-’Tis not the 
infolence of an adored beauty :— But ’tis.to virtue, it 
feems, that my difficulties are owing:’ And I pay for 
not being a fly finner, an hypocrite: for being re- 
gardlefs of my reputation; for permitting flander to 
open its mouth againft me, But is it neceflary for 
fuch a one as I, wha have been ufed to carry all before 
me, upon my own terms— I, whg never infpir’d a 
Fear, that had nota difcernibly-predominant mixture of . 
Love in it; to bean hypocrite? Well fays the poet : 


He who feems virtuous does but adt a part; 

And focews not his own nature, but his art. 
‘Well, but, it feems, I muft praétife for This art, — 
if I would fucceed with this truly admirable creature ! 
But why praétife for it ?—Cannot I indeed reform ?— 
I have but owe vice ;-——Have I, Jack ?——-Thou knoweft 
my heart, if any man living does, As far as] know 
it myfelf, thou knoweft it.— But ’tis a curfed de- 
. ¢eiver— For it has many and many a time impofed 
ypan 
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upon its mafter— AZaffer, did I fay? That am I not 
now: Nor have I been, from the moment I beheld 
this angel of a woman: Prepared indeed as I was by 
her charaGter, before I faw her: For what a mind 
muft that be, which, tho’ not virtuous itfelf, admires . 
not virtue in another ?— My vifit to Arabella, owing, 
to a miftake of the fifters, into which, as thou haft 
heard me fay, I was led by the blundering uncle ; 
who was to introduce me (but lately come from 
abroad) to the divinity, as I thought; but, inftead of . 
her, carry’d me toa mere mortal. And much diffi- . 
culty had I, fo fond and fo forward my Lady, to get 
off, without forfeiting All with a family that I cieended 
fhould give me a goddefs. _ 

I have boafted, that I was once in love before:— | 
And indeed I thought I was. It was in my early man- | 
hood—with that Quality-jilt,, whofe infidelity I have | 
vow’d to revenge upon as many of the fex as fhall 
come into my power. I believe, in different climes, — 
I have already facrificed an hecatomb to my Nemefis, - 
in purfuance of this vow. But upon recollecting 
what I was theny and comparing’ it with what I find 
in myfelf new, I cannot fay, that I was ever in love 
before. _ | 

What was it then, doft thou afk me, fince the dif- 
appointment had fuch effects upon me, when I found — 
myfelf jilted, that I was hardly kept in my fenfes?—-_ 
Why Ill tell thee what, as near as I can remembers 
for it was a great while ago :—IJt was—egad, Jack, I 
can hardly tell what it was— But a vehement afpi- 
ration after a novelty, I think— Thofe confounded 
Poets, with their celeftially-terrene defcriptions, did as 
much with me as the Lady: They fired my imagina- 
tion, and fet me upon a defire to become a goddefs- 
maker. I muft needs try my new-fiedg’d pinions, in. 
fonnet, elogy, and madrigal. J muft have a Cynthia, © 
a Stella, a Sacharifla, as well as the beft of them: 
Darts, and ames, and — devil knows what, muft I 

| 2 cive 
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give tamy Cupid. I muft create beauty, and place 
it where nobody elfe could find it: And many a time 
have I been at a lofs for a fubjeét, when my new- 
created poddefs has been kinder than it was proper for 
plaintive fonnet fhe fhould be. | 
“Then I-had a vanity of another fort in my paffion: 
I found myfelf well-received among the women in ge- 
neral; and] thought it a pretty /ady-like tyranny (I was 
very young then, and very vain) to fingle out fome 
one of the fex, to make half a feore jealous. And I 
can tell thee, it had its effect: For many an eye have 
I made to fparkle with rival indignation: Many a 
cheek glow ; and even many a fan have I caufed to 
be fnapped at. a fifter-beauty ; accompany’d with a 
reflection, perhaps, at being feen alone with a wild — 
young fellow, who could not be in private with both. 
at once, | 

In fort, Jack, it was more Pride than Love, as I 
now find it, that put me upon making fuch a con- 
founded rout ‘about lofing this noble var'etefs. I thought 
fle loved me at leaft as well as I believed I. loved 
her: Nay, I had the vanity to fuppofe fhe could not 
help it. My friends were pleafed with my choice. 
They wanted me to be fhackled. For early did they 
doubt my morals, as.to the fex.. They faw, that the 
dancing, the finging, the mufical Ladies were all 
fond.of my company: For who (I am in a humour 
to be vain, I think !— for who) dane’d, who fung, 
who touch’d the ftring, whatever the inftrument, with | 

a better grace than thy friend f 
I have no notion of playing the hypocrite fo egre- 
gioufly, as to pretend to be blind to qualifications 
which every-one fees and acknowleges. Such praife- 
begging hypocrify ! Such affectedly-difclaim’d attri- 
butes ! Such contemptible ; raife-traps!—- But yet, 
Shall my vanity extend only to perfonals, fuch as the 
gracefulnefs of drefs, my debonnaire, and my affure- 
ance i Self-taught, felf- acquired, thefe!— For my 
PARTs, 
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Parts, I value not myfelf upon them. Thou wilt fay, 
I have no caufe.— Perhaps not : But if I had any thing 
valuable as to intellectuals, thofe are not my own: 
And to be proud of what a man is anfwerable for the 
abufe of, and has no merit in the right ufe of, is to 
ftrut, like the jay, in a borrowed plumage. | . 

But to return to my fair jilt— I could not bear. 
that a woman, who was the firft that had bound me 
in filken fetters (they were not iron ones, like thofe I 
now wear) fhould prefer a coronet to me: And when 
the bird was flown, I fet more value upon it, than 
when I had it fafe in my cage, and could vifit it when 
I would. | j 

But now am I in-deed in love. Ican think of no- 
. thing, of no-body elfe, but the divine Clariffa Har- 
lowe.— Harlowe!— How that hated word fticks in 
my throat— But I fhall give her for it, the name of 
;Love (a). 

CiarissA!—O there's mufic in the name, 
That foft’ning me to infant tendernefs, 
Makes my heart {pring like the firft leaps of life! 

But could’ft thou have thought that I, who think it 
poffible for me to favour as much as I can.be favoured; 
that I, who for this chafming creature think of fore- 
going the /ife of honour for the life of hackles; could 
adopt thofe over-tender lines of Otway ? 

I check myfelf, and leaving the three firft lines of 
the followigg of Dryden’s to the family of the whiners, 
find the workings of the paffion in my ftormy foul 
better expreffed by the three laft : : 
| Love various minds does varisufly infpires 

He fiirs in gentle natures gentle fire: 
Like that of incenfe on the altar laid. 


But raging flames tempeftuous fouls invade : 
A fire, which ev’ry windy paffion blows; | 7 
With pride it mounts, and with revenge it glews. 

| -K 3 And 
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And with REVENGE it jhall glow! — For,. doft 
thou think, that if it were not from the hope, That 
this ftupid family are all combin’d to do my work for 
me, I would bear their infults’—JIs it poffible to 
imagine, that I would be brav’d as I am brav’d, 
threaten’d as Iam threaten’d, by thofe who are afraid 
to fee me; and by this brutal brother too, to whom I 
gave a life (A life, indeed, not worth my taking !); 
had I not a greater pride in knowing, that by means 
of his very Spy upon me, Tam playing him off as I 
pleafe ; cooling, or inflaming, his violent paffions, as 
may beft fuit my purpofes; permitting fo much to he 
reveal’d of my life and aCtions, and intentions, as may 
give him fuch a confidence in his double-fac’d agent, 
as fhall enable me to dance his employer upon my 
own wires ? 

This it is, that makes my pride mount above my 
refentment. By this engine, whofe fprings I am con- 
tinually oiling, I play them all off. ‘The bufy old 
ereulis i I make but my embaffador to Queen 
Annabella Howe, to engage her (for example fake 
to her Princefsly daughter) to join in their caufe, and 
to affert an authority they are refolv’d, right or wrong 
(or I could do nothing), to maintain. . : 

And what my motive, doft thou afk? No lefs than 
this, ‘That my beloved fhall find no protection out of 
my family ; for, if I know hers, fly fhe muft, or have 
the man fhe hates. This, therefore, if I take my 
meafures right, and my Familiar fail me not, will fe- 
- cure her mine, in fpight of them all; in fpight of 
her own inflexible heart : Mine, without condition ; 
without refonnation promifes; without the neceffity 
of a fiege of years, perhaps; and to be even then, 
after wearing the guife of a merit-doubting hypocrify, 
at an uncertainty, upon a probation unapproved of— 
Then fhall I have all the rafcals, and rafcaleffes of 
the family come creeping to me: I prefcribing to 

| | them ; 
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them ; and bringing that fordidly-imperious brother 
to kneel at the foot-ftool of my throne. . 

All my fear arifes from the little hold I have in the 
heart of this charming froft-piece: Such a conftant 
Bow upon her lovely features: Eyes fo fparkling : 

imbs fo divinely turn’d: Health fo florid: Youth fo 
blooming: Air fo animated: To have an heart fo im- 
penetrable— And /, the hitherto fuccefsful Lovelace, 
the addreflor — How can it be?— Yet there are 
people, and I have talk’d with fome of them, who 
remember, that fhe was born :-— Her nurfe Norton 
boafts of her maternal offices in her earlieft infancy ; 
and in her education gradatim.— So that there is full 
proof, that fhe came not from above, all at once an 
angel ! How then can fhe be fo impenetrable ? 

But here’s her miftake ; nor will fhe be cured of 
it— She takes the man fhe calls her father (her mo- 
ther had been faultlefs, had fhe not been her father’s 
wife) ; fhe takes the men fhe calls her uncles; the 
fellow fhe calls her brother; and the poor con- 
temptible fhe calls her fifter; to,d¢ her father, to de 
her uncles, her brother, her fifter; and that, as fuch, 


fhe owes to fome of them reverence, to others re- — 


fpect, let them treat her ever fo cruelly !— Sordid 
ties! Mere cradle-prejudices !— For had they not 
becn impofed upon her by Nature, when fhe was in a 
perverfe humour, or could fhe have chofen her re- 

lations, Would any of thefe have been among them? 
How my heart rifes at her preference of them to 
me, when fhe is convine’d of their injuftice to me! 
~ Convine’d that the alliance would do honour to them 
all— herfelf excepted ; to whom every-one owes ho- 
nour; and from whom the moft princely familv 
might receive it. But how much more will my heart 
rife with indignation againft her, if I find the hefitates 
but one moment (however perfecuted) abcut pre- 
ferring me to the man fhe avowedly hates! But fhe 
cannot furely be fo mean, as to purchafe her peace 
K¢4 with 
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with them at fo dear a rate. She cannot give a 
fantion to projects form’d in malice, and founded in 
-a felfifhnefs (and that at her own expence) which fhe 
has {pirit enough to defpife in others ; and ought to 
difavow, that we may not think her a Harlowe. 

By this incoherent ramble thou wilt gather, that I 
am not likely to come up in hafte; fince I muft en- 
deavour firft to obtain fome affurance from the be- 
loved of my foul, that I fhall not be facrific’d to fuch 
a wretch as Solmes! Woe be to the fair-one, if ever 
fhe be driven into my power (for I defpair of a vo- 
luntary impulfe in my favour), and I finda difficulty 
in obtaining this fecurity ! | 

That her indifference to me is not owing to the 
fuperior liking fhe has for any other man, is what 
rivets my chains: But take care, fair-one; take care, 
O thou moft exalted of female minds, and lovelieft 
of perfons, how thou debafeft thyfelf, by encourage- 
ing fuch a competition as thy fordid ‘relations have 
fet on foot in mere malice to me !—- Thou wilt fay-£ 
rave. And foldo! 

Perdition catch my foul, but I do love her. 

Kife, could I bear the perpetual revilings of her. 
implacable family ?—E//e, could I bafely creep about— 
not her proud father’s houfe — but his paddock— and 
garden-walls?—- Yet (a quarter of a mule’s diftance 
between us) not hoping to behold the leaft glimpfe of 


her fhadow?— E£i//ey fhould I think myfelf repaid, . } 


‘amply repaid, if the fourth, fifth, or fixth midnight 
ftroll, thro’ unfrequented paths, and over briery in- 
clofures, afford me a few cold lines; the even ex- 
feéied purport only to let me know, that fhe values 
the moft worthlefs perfon of her very worthlefs family, 
more than fhe values me ; and that fhe would hot 
write at all, but to induce me to bear infults, which — 
un-zan me to bear ! — My lodging in the interme- 
diate way, at a wretched alehoufe ; difguifed like an 
innate of it; Accommodations equally vile, as thofe 
| | | T meet 
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I met with in my Weftphalian journey. ’Tis well, 
that the neceffity for all This arifes not from fcorn and 
tyranny ; but is firft impofed upon herfelf! 

But was ever hero in romance (oppofing giants 
and dragons excepted) called upon to harder trials ?—» 
Fortune and family, and reverfionary grandeur, on 
my fide! Such a wretched fellow my competitor !— 
Muft I not be deplorably in love, that can go thro’ 
thefe difficulties, encounter thefe contempts? By my 
foul, I am half afham’d of myfelf: I, who am per- 
jur’d too, by priority of obligation, if I am faithful 
to any woman in the world ! | | 
~ And yet, why fay I, Iam half afham’d ?— Is it 
hot a glory to love er whom every-one. who fees her, 
either loves, or reveres, or both? Dryden fays, ’ 


The caufe of Love can never be affign’d, 
°Tts in no face ;— But in the lover’s mind. 
And Cowley thus addrefles Beauty as a mere ima-. 
Binary: oo | 
Beauty! theu wild fantaftic ape, 
Who doft inev'ry country change thy foape: [whites 
Here black; there brown; here tawny; and there 
Thou flatterer! wha comply’ ft with every fight |. 
Who haft no certain What, nor Where. 
But both thefe, had they been her cotemporaries, and 
_ known her, would have confefs’d themfelves miftaken: 
And, taking together perfon, mind, and behaviour, 
would have acknowleg’d the suffice of the univerfad 
voice in her favour. 
———. Full many a Lady 
T’ve ey'd with beft regard ; and many atime — 
Th’ harmony of their tongues hath into bondage — 
Brought my too diligent ear. For feveral virtue$ 
Have I lik’d {everal women. Never any 
With fo full foul, but fome defect in her 
Did quarrel with the nobleft grace fhe:cw’'d, 
And put it to the foil. But Sue l—O Sug ft} 
: K 5 So 


202 The History of 


Sa perfelt and fo peerlefs is created, 
Of ev’ry creature’s beft. : 
Thou art curious to know, If I have not ftarted a 
new game ?— If it be poffible for fo univerfal a lover 
to be confined fo long to one object? Thou knoweft 
nothing of this charming creature, that thou canft 
put fuch queftions to me; or thinkeft thou know’ft 
me better than thou doft. All that’s excellent in her 
fex is this Lady !— Until by matrimonial, or equal in- 
timacies, I have found her lefs than angel, it is im- 
poffible to think of any other. Then there are fo 
many ftimulatives to fuch a fpirit as mine in this af- 
fair, befides Love : Such a field for ftratagem and con- 
trivance, which thou knoweft to be the delight of my: 
heart: Then the rewarding end of all;—To carry off 
fuch a girl as This, in fpight of all her watchful and 
implacable friends; and in {pight of a prudence and 
referve, that I never met with in any of the fex :-— 
What a triumph !— What a triumph over the whole 
fex | And-then fuch a Revenge to gratify ; which is 
‘only at prefent politically rein’d-in, eventually to 
break forth: with the greater fury: —JIs it poffible, 
think’ft thou,‘ that there can be room fora thought 

that is not of her, and devoted to her? 


_ By the advices I have this moment received, I havé 
reafon to think, that I fhall have occafion for thee 
here.’ Hold thy (elf in readinefs to come down upon the 
_ firf— fummons. . eS 
+ Let Belton, and Mowbray, and Tourville, hke- 
‘wife prepare themfelves. tae a great mind to. 
contrive a method to. fend James Harlowe to travel 
for improvement. Never was there Booby-’Squire 
‘ ghat n.ore wanted it. Coxtrive it, did I fay? I have 
already contriv’d it; could I but put it in execution 
without being fufpeétcd to have a hand in it. This 
T am refolved upon ; If I have not his /i/?er, I will 

have im, | 
But 
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But be This as it may, there is a prefent likeli- 
hood of room for glorious mifchief. A confederacy 
had been for fome time form’d againft me; but the 
uncles and the nephew are mow to be double-fervanted 
(fingle-fervanted they were before), and thofe fer- 
vants are to be double-arm’d when they attend their 
mafters abroad. This indicates their refolute enmity 
to me, and as refolute favour to Solmes. . 

The reinforced orders for this hoftile apparatus 
are owing, it feems, to a vifit I made yefterday tq 
their church; a good place to begin a reconciliation in, 
were the heads of the family chriftians, and did they 
mean any thing by their prayers. My hopes were to 
have an invitation (or, at leaft, to gain a pretence) 
to accompany home the gloomy fire; and fo get an 
opportunity to fee my goddefs: For, I believed they 
durft not but be c:vi] to me, at leaft. But they were 
filled with terror, it feems, at my entrance ; a terror 
they could not get over. I faw it indeed in their 
countenances ; and that they all expected fomething 
extraordinary to follow.— And fo it should have done, 
had I been more fure_ than I am of their daughter’s 
favour. Yet not a hair of. any of their ftupid heads 
- do I intend to hurt. 

You fhall all have your directions in writing, “if 
there be occafion. But, after all, I dare fay there will 
be no necd but to fhew your faces in my company. 

Such faces never could four men fhew— Mow- 
bray’s fo fierce and fo fighting : Belton’s fo pert and 
fo pimply: Tourville’s fo fair and fo foppifh: Thine 
fo rough and fo refolute: And J your leader !— 
What hearts, altho’ meditating hoftility, muft thofe 
-be which we fhall not appall?—- Each man occa- 
fionally attended by a fervant or two, long ago chofen 
for qualities refembling his mafter’s. 

Thus, Jack, as thou defireft, have I written: 
Written upon Something ; upon Nothing ; upon Re- 
venge, which I love; updn Love, which I hate, 

K 6 | heartily 
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heartily hate, becaufe ’tis my mafter: And upon the 
devil knows what befides :— For, looking back, I’m 
amaz’d at the length of it. Zhou may’ft read it : 
f would not for a King’s ranfom — But fo as I do 
but write, thou fay’ft thou wilt be pleafed. 

Be pleafed then. I command thee to be pleafed : 
If not for the writer’ S, OF written’s fake, for thy 
word’s fake. And fo in the royal ftyle (for am I 
not likely to be thy King and thy Emperor, in the 
great affair before us?) I bid Thee very heartily 

ence 


LETTER XXXII. 


ui t/s oe ARnIssA HaRnLowE, To Mi/s Hows. 
Tucfday, March 14. 


Now fend you copies of my letters to my uncles: 

With their anfwers. Be pleafed to return the 
latter, by the firft depofite. I leave them for you, to 
make remarks upon. J thall make none. 


To Joun Harziowe, £/9; 
Sat. March 11. 

LLOW me, my honoured Second Papa, as in 

my h=ppy days you taught me to cal! you, to 
implore your intcreft with my papa, to engage him 
to difpenfs. with a command, which, if. inffted upony 
will denrive m2 of my free: will, and make me mifer- 
able fer my whole life. 

For my whsle life! let me repeat: Is that a {mall 
point, my acar uncle, to give up? Am not J to live 
with the man? Is any-body elfe? Shall I not there- 
fore be allow’d to judge for myfelf, whether ] (atts 
or can-not live happily, with him? 

Should it be ever fo wn-happily, will it be prudence 
to complain, or appeal? If it were, to whom could 
I appeal with effect againft a hufband? And would 

not 
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not the invincible and avow’d diflike Fhave for him 
at fetting out, juftify, as it might feem, any ill ufage 
from him, in that ffate; were I to be ever fo obfer- 
vant of him? And if I were to be at all fo, it muft 
be from Fear, not Love.— ma 

Once more, let me repeat, That this is not a 
fmall point to give up: And that it is for life. Why, 
I pray you, good Sir, fhould I be made miferable for 
life? Why fhould I be deprived of all comfort, but 
that which the hope, that it would be a very fhort 
one, would afford me? 

Marriage is a very folemn engagement, enough to 
make a young creature’s heart ake, with the be/? pro- 
fpects, when fhe thinks ferioufly of it!— To be 
given up to a ftrange man; To be ingrafted into a 
ftrange family ; ‘lo give up her very name, as a 
mark of her becoming his abfolute and dependent 
property: To be obliged to prefer this ftrange man, 
to father, mother,— to every body: — And his hu- 
mours to all her own— Or to contend, perhaps, in 
breach of a vow’d duty, for every innocent inftance 
of free-will: To go no whither: To make acquain- 
tance: To give up acquaintance: — To renounce 
even the ftricteft friendfhips perhaps ; all at his plea- 
fure, whether fhe thi.k it reafonable to do fo or 
not :— Surely, Sir, a young creature ought not to 
be obliged to make all thefe facrifices, but for fuch a 
mian as fhe can approve.—If fhe 7s, how fad muft be 
the cafe !— How miferable the life, if to be called. 
life J | 
~ I wifh I could obey you, al]. What a pleafure 
would it be to me, if I could! Marry firft, and Love 
will come after, was faid by one of my deareft friends ! 
But, ’tis a fhockirg afierion! A thoufand things 
may happen.to make that ftate but barely t lerable, 
where is entered into with mutual affection : What. 
muft it then be, where the hufband can have no con- 
fidence im the love of his wife ;° but has reafon: rather. 

to 
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to queftion it, from the preference he him/elf believes 
fhe would have given to fomebody elfe, had fhe been 
at her own option? What doubt, what jealoufies, 
what want of tendernefs, what unfavourable prepof- 
feffions, will there be, in a matrimony thus circum- 
{ftanced ? How will every look, every action, even 
the moft innocent, be liable to mifconftruction ?— 
While, on the other hand, an indifference, a care-' 
leffnefs to oblige, may take place ; and Fear only can 
conftrain even an appearance of what ought to be the 
real effect of undifguifed Love? + | 

Think ferioufly of thefe things, dear good Sir, and 
reprefent them to my papa, in that ftrong light which 
the fubject will bear; but in which my fex, and my 
tender years and inexperience, will not permit me to 
paint it; and ufe your powerful intereft, that your 
poor niece may not be configned to a mifery fo 
durable. ae 

I have offer’d to engage not to marry at all, if that 
condition may be aecepted. What a difgrace is it to 
me to be thus fequefter’d from.company, thus ba- 
nifh’d my papa’s and mamma’s prefence, thus flighted 
and deferted by you, Sir, and my other kind uncle ! 
And to be hinder’d from attending at that public 
worfhip, which, were I out of the way of my duty, 
would be moft likely to reduce me into the right path 
again!—Js this the way, Sir, can it be thought, to 
be taken v ith a free and open fpirit '— May not this 
{trange method rather harden than convince '—I can- 
not bear to live in difgrace thus: ‘The very fervants, 
fo lately permitted to be under my own direction, 
hardly daring to {peak to me; my own fervant dif- 
carded with high marks of undeferved fufpicion and 
difple.fure, and my fifter’s maid fet over me. | 

he matter may be too far pufh’d: Indeed it may: 

And then, perhaps, every one will be forry for their 

arts in it. 

-May I be fuffered to mention an expedient? 3 If 

Gin 
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I am to be watch’d, banifh’d, and confin’d ; Suppofe, 
Sir, it were to be at your houfe ?— Then the neigh- 
bouring gentry will nf lefs wonder, that the perfon 
of whom they ufed to think fo favourably, appeared 
an at.church here; and that fhe received not their 
Vilits. \ 

I hope, there can be no objection to This. You 
ufed to love to have me with you, Sir, when all went 
happily with me: And will you not now permit me, 
in my troubles, the favour of your houfe, till all this 
difpleafure be overblown ?— Upon my word, Sir, I 
will not ftir out of doors, if you require the contrary. 
of me: Nor willl fee any body, but whom you’ll 
allow me to fee; provided you will not bring Mr. 
Solmes to perfecute me there. 

Procure, then, this favour for me; if you cannot 
procure the ftill greater, that of a happy reconci- 
liation ; which neverthelefs I prefume to hope for, if 
you will be fo good as to plead for me: And you will 
then add to thofe favours, and to that indulgence, 
which have bound me, and then will for ever bind me, 
to be | : 

Your dutiful and obliged Niece, 


Ci, Hartowe,. 


The ANSWER. 7 
My dear Niece, — Sunday night. 
J T grieves me to be forced to deny you any thing 
you afk. Yet it mu/f be fo.;. for unlefs you can 
bring your mind to oblige us in this one point, in 
which our promifes and honour were engaged be- 
fore we believed there could be fo fturdy an oppo- | 
fition, you muft never expect to be what you have 


_ been to us alt. . | 


. In fhort, niece, we are an embattel’d phalanx; your 
reading makes you a ftranger to nothing; but what 
you fhould be moft acquainted. with—sSo you will as 

3 wy 


a 
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by that expreffion, that we are not to be pierced by 
your perfuafione, and invincible perfiftence. We have 
agreed a// to be moved, or none ; and not to comply 
without one another: So you know. your deftiny ; 
and have nothing to do but to yield to it. 

Let me tck you, the virtue of obedience lies not in 


obliging when you can be obliged again :— But give. 


up an inclination, and there is fome merit in That. 
As to your expedient: You fhall not come to my 

houfe, Mis Clary ; tho’ this is a prayer I little 

thought I ever thould have deny’d you: For were 


you to keep your word zs to feeing no-body but whom 


we pleafe, yet can you write to fomebody elfe, and 
receive letters from him: This we too well know 
he can, and have done— More is the fhame and the 

ity ! 
: You offer to live fingle, Mifs— /¥e wifh you mar- 
ry’d: But becaufe you mayn’t have the man your 
heart is fet upon, why, truly, you’ll have no-body 
we fhall recommend: And as we know, that fome 
how or other you correfpond with him, or at leaft 
did, as long as you could; and as he defies us all, 
and would not dare to doit, if he were not fure of you 
in fpite of us all (which is not a little vexatious to us, 
you muft think); we are refolv’d to fruftrate him, 
and triumph over him, rather than he over us: That’s 
one word for all. So expect not any advocatefhip from 
me: I will not plead for you; and that’s enough. 
From 

Your difpleafed Uncle, 
Joun Hartowez. 


P.S, For the reft, I refer to my brother Antony. 


To ANTONY HaARLowe, Efq;. 
Honoured Sir, (Saturday, March 11. 
AS you have thought fit to favour Mr. Solmes with 
your particular recommendation, and was very 
earnelt 
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‘earneft in his behalf, ranking him (as hs told me, 


upon introducing him to me) among 


your feledct 


friends ; and expecting Te to him accordingly ; 


I beg your patience, while I offer a few things, out 
of many that I could offer, to your ferious confider- 
ation, on occafion of his addrefs to me, if I am to 
ufe that word. 

I am charged with prepoffeffion in another perfon’s 


favour: You will be pleafed, Sir, to confider, that, 


till my brother returned from Scotland, that other 
perfon was not difcouraged, nor was [I forbid to re- 
ceive his vifits: And is it fuch a crime in me, if I 
foould prefer an acquaintance of ‘Twelve months to one 
of ‘T'wo?—TI believe it will not be pretended, that in 
birth, education, or perfonal endowments, a com- 
parifon can be made between the two. And only let 
ame afk you, Sir, if the one would have been thought 
of for me, had he not made fuch offers, as, upon my 
word, I think, J ought not in juftice to accept, nor 
beto propofe: Offers, which if be had not made, I dare 
fay, my papa would not have required them of him. 

But the one, it feems, has many faults :—Is the 
other fault-/¢/s >The principal thing objected to Mr. 
‘Lovelace (and a very inexcufable one) 1s, that he is 
immoral in his Loves :— Is not the other in his Hatreds ? 
—Nay, as I may fay, in his Loves too (the object only 
differing), if the love of money be the root of all evil? 

But, Sir, if I am prepoffefled, what has Mr. Solmcs 
to hope for ?—Why fhould he perfevere ? What muft 
I think of the man who would wifh me to be dis 
acaipft my inclination ?—And is it not a very harfh 
thing for my friends to defire to fee me marry’d to 
one I cannot love, when they will not be perfuaded 
but that there is one I d love? 

Treated as I am, now is the time for me to fpeak 
out, or never.—Let me review what it is Mr. Solmes 
depends upon on this occafion. Does he believe, that 
the difgrace which I fuffer on his account, will give 
| lim 
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him a merit with me? Does he think to win my 
-efteem, thro’ my uncles fternnefs to me; by my bro- 
ther’s contemptuous ufage; by my fifter’s unkindnefs; 
by being deny’d to vifit, or be vilited ; and to corre- 
fpond with my chofen friend, altho’ a perfon of un- 
exceptionable honour and prudence, and of my own 
fex ; my fervant to be torn from me, and another fer- 
vant fet over me; to-be confined, like a prifoner, to 
narrow and difgraceful limits, in order avowedly to 
mortify me, and to break my fpirit ; to be turn’d 
out of that family-management which I loved, and 
had the greater pleafure in it, becaufe it was an eafe, 
as I thou_ht, to my mamma, and what my fifter 
chofe not; and yet, tho’ time hangs heavy upon my 
hands, to be fo put out of my courfe, that I have as 
little inclination as liberty to purfue any of the choice 
delights of my life—Are thefe fteps neceflary to reduce 
me toa ftandard fo low, as to make me a fit wife for 
this man ?—Yet thefe are all he can have to truft to— 
And if his reliance is on thefe meafures, I would have 
him to know, that he miftakes meekne/s and gentlenefs 
of difpofition for fervility and bafene/s of heart. 

I befeech you, Sir, to let the natural turn and bent 
of bis mind, and my mind be confidered: What are. 
his qualities, by which he would hope to win my 
efteem ?— Dear, dear Sir, if I am to be compelled, 
let it be in favour of a man that can read and write— 
That can teach me fomething: For what a hufband. 
muft that man make, who can do nothing but com- 
mand; and needs himfelf the inftruction he fhould 
be qualified to give? 

I may be conceited, Sir; I may be vain of my little 
reading; of my writing; as of late I have more than 
once been told I am—But, Sir, the more unequal the 
propofed match, if. fo: The better opinion I have of 
my felf, the worfe I muft have of him; and the more 
unfit are we for each other. 

Indeed, Sir, I muft fay, I thought my friends had 

put 
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put.a higher value upon me. My brother pretended 
once, that if was owing to fuch value, that Mr. Love- 
lace’s addrefs was prohibited.—Can this be ; and fuch 
a man as Mr. Solmes be intended for me? 

As to his propofed fettlements, I hope I fhall not 
incur your greater difpleafure, if 1 fay what all. who 
know. me have reafon to think, and fome have up- 
braided me for, that I defpife thofe motives. Dear, 
dear Sir, what are fettlements to one who has as much 


of her own as fhe wifhes for ?>——Who has more in her 


own power, as a fingle perfon, than it is probable 
fhe would be permitted to have at her difpofal, asa 
wife !—'W hofe expences and ambition are moderate ; 
and, if fhe had fuperfluities, would rather difpenfe 
them to the neceffitous, than lay them by her ufelefs ? 
If then fuch narrow motives have fo little weight with — 
me for my ouww benefit, fhall the remote and uncer- 
tain view of family-aggrandizement, and that in the 
perfon of my brother and his defcendants, be thought 
fufficient to influence me? - 

Has the behaviour of that brother to me of late, or 
his confideration for the family (which had fo little 
weight with him, that he could choofe to hazard a life 
fo juftly precious as an only fon’s, rather than not gratify 
paffions which he is above attempting to fubdue, and, 


give me leave to fay, has been too much indulged in, et- 


ther for his own good, or the peace of any-body related 
to him ; Has his behaviour, I fay) deferved of me in 
particular, that I fhould make a facrifice of my tem- 
poral (and, who knows? of.my eternal) happinefs, to 
promote a plan, that, if I might be permitted to exa- 
inine it, I will venture to engage to demontftrate it to 
be, if not abfurd, very precarious, and what muft 
depend upon improbable contingencies ? . 

I am afraid you will condemn my warmth: But 
does not the occafion require it? To the want of a 


greater degree of earneftnefs in my oppofition, it feems, 


it js owing, that fuch advances have been ae as 
ave 
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‘have been made. Then, dear Sir, allow fomething, 
‘I befeech you, for a fpirit raifed and imbittered by 
'difgraces, which (knowing my own heart) I am con- 
fident to fay, are unmerited. | _. 

But why have I faid fo much, in anfwer to the 
fuppofed charge of prepoffeffion, when I have declared 
‘to my mamma, as now, Sir,-I do to you, that if it 
be not infifted upon that I fhall marry any other per- 
fon, particularly this Mr. Solmes, I will enter into 
any engagements never to have the other, nor any man 
elfe, without their confents; that is to fay, without 
‘the confents of my Father and Mother, and of you 
my Uncle, and my eldeft Uncle, and my coufin Mor- 
den, as he is one of the truftees for my grandfather’s 
bounty to me.— As to my Brother indeed, I cannot 
fay, that his treatment of me has been, of late, fo 
brotherly, as to intitle him to more than civility from 
me: And for this, give me leave to add, he would 
be very much my debtor. [ 

__ If havenot been explicit enough in declaring my dif- 

like to Mr. Solmes, that the charge of prepoffe/fion may 
not be fuppofed to influence me againft him, I do de- 
clare folemnly, That, were there no fuch man as Mr. 
Lovelace in the world, I would not have Aim. It is 
neceflary, in fome one of my letters to my dear 
friends, that I fhould write fo clearly as to put this 
out of all doubt: And to whom can I better addrefs 
myfelf, with an explicitnefs that can admit of no mif- 
take, than to a gentleman who profefles the higheft 
regard for plain-dealing and fincerity ? 

Let me then, for thefe reafons, be ftill more par- 
ticular in fome of my exceptions to him. 

Mr. Solmes appears to me (to all the world indeed) 
to have a very narrow mind, and no great capacity : 
He is coarfe and indelicate; as rough in his manners 
as in his perfon: He is not only narrow, but covet- 
ous: Being poffefled of great wealth, he enjoys it not; 
nor has the fpirit to communicate to a diftrefs of atl 

kind. 
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kind. Does not his own fifter live unhappily, for 
want of a little of his fuperfluities? And fuffers he not 
his aged uncle, the brother of his own mother, to 
owe to the generofity of ftrangers the poor fubfiftence 
he picks up from half-a-dozen families '— You know, | 
Sir, my open, free, communicative temper: How | 
unhappy muft I be, circumfcribed in his narrow, 
felfifhi circle? out of which, being with-held by this 
diabolical parfimony, he dare no more ftir, than a 
conjurer out of his; nor would let me. 

_ Such a man as this, sve /—Yes, perhaps he may, 
my grandfather’s eftate; which he has told feveral ” 
perfons (and could not refift hinting it to me, with 
that fort of pleafure which a low mind takes, when it | 
intimates its own intereft as a fufficient motive for it 


to expect another’s favour) lies fo extremely con- 


venient for him, that it would double the value of a 
confiderable part of his own. That eftate, and an 
alliance which would do credit to his obfcurity and 
narrownefs, may make him think he can love, and 
induce him to believe he does: But, at moft, it is. 
but a fecond-place Love. Riches were, arc, and al- 
ways will be, his predominant paffion. His were left 
him by a mifer, on this very account: And I muft 
be obliged’to forego all the choice delights of my life, 
and be as mean as he, or elfe be quite unhappy! Par- 
don, Sir, this feverity of expreffion!— Onc Is apt to 
fay more than one would, of a perfon one diflikes, 
when more is faid in his favour than he can poflibly 
deferve ; and when he is urged to my acceptante 
with: fo much vehemence, that there is no choice. 
left me. : 


Whether thefe things be perfe€tly fo, or not, while. 

I think they are, it 1s impodfible I fhould ever look 
upon him in the light he is offered to me. Nay, 
were he to be proved ten times better than I have re- 
refented him, and fincerely think him; yet would 
he be ftill ten times more difagreeable to me than. 
any 
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any other man I know in the world. Let me there- 
fore befeech you, Sir, to become an advocate _for 


your niece, that fhe may not be made a victim of, to | 


a man fo highly difguftful to her. 

You, and my other uncle, can do a great deal for 
me, if you pleafe, with my papa. Be perfuaded, Sir, 
that it is not obftinacy I am governed by: It is aver- 
fion 3 an averfion I cannot overcome: For, if I have 
but endeavoured to reafon with myfelf (out of regard 


to the duty I owe to my papa’s will), my heart has © 


recoiled, and I have been averfe to myfelf, for offer- 
ing but to argue with myfelf, in behalf of a man who, 
in the light he appears to me, has no one merit; and 
who, knowing this averfion, could not perfevere as 
he does, if he had the fpirit of a man, and a gentle- 
man. | 

If, Sir, you can think the contents of this letter 
reafonable, I befeech you to fupport them with your 
intereft : If not— I fhall be moft unhappy !— Never- 
thelefs, it is but juft in me fo to write, as that Mr. 
Solmes may know what he has to truft to.’ 

Forgive, dear Sir, this tedious letter; and fuffer it 
to have weight with you ; and you will for ever oblige 

Your dutiful and affectionate Niece, 
| - Cri. HARLoweE. 


Mr. Antony Hartiowe, To Mi/s CLARISSA. 
HARLOWE. © 


‘Niece CLary, 
Y OU had better not write to us, or to any of us. 


To me, particularly, you had better never to — 


have fet pen to paper, on the fubject whereupon you 
have written. He that is firft in his own caufe, {faith 
the wife man, feemeth juft: But his neighbour cometh, 
and fearcheth him. And fo, in this refpect, will I be 
your neighbour ; for I will fearch your heart to the 


bottom ; that is to fay, if your letter be written from - 


your 


*. 
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your heart. Yet do I know what a tafk I have under- 
taken, becaufe of the knack you are noted for at - 
writing: But in defence of a father’s authority, in 


behalf of the good, and honour, and profperity of a 


ee 


family one comes of, what a hard thing would it be, 
if one could not beat down all the arguments a rebel 
child (how loth Jam to write down that word of Mifs 
Clary Harlowe !) can bring, in behalf of her obftinacy? 
In the firft place, don’t you declare (and that con- 
trary to your declarations to your mother) that you 
prefer the man weall hate, and who hates us as bad ? 
—Then what a charaéter have you given of a worthy 
gentleman ! I wonder you dare write fo frecly ofa 


man we all refpect. But poffibly it may be for that 


—_—— 
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very reafon. 

How you begin your letter !—Becaufe I value Mr. 
Solmes as my friend, you treat him the worfe—That’s 
the plain Dunftable of the matter, Mifs!— Iam not 
fuch a fool but Ican fee That.—And fo a noted whore- 
monger is to be chofen before a man who is a money- 
lover! Let me tell you, niece, this little becomes fo 
nice a one as you have been always reckon’d. Who, 
think you, does moft injuftice, a prodigal man, or 
a faving man f— The one faves his own money ; the 
other {pends other people’s: But your favourite is a 


| {inner in grain, and upon record. 


The devil’s in your fex! God forgive me for fay- 
ing fo— The niceft of them will prefer a vile rake and 
h —— I fuppofe I muft not repeat the word :— 
The Word will offend when the Vicioys denominated 
by that word wifl be chofen!— I had not beena 


‘ bachelor to this time, if I had not feen fuch a mifs 


- of contraditions in you all._—Such gnat-/ireiners and 


— ~_— es 2 bp ase i, Sea a 


| tamel-/wallowers, as venerable Holy Writ has it. What 


names will perverfenefs call things by— A prudent 


:man, who intends to be juft to every-body, is a co- 
vetous man !— While a vile, profligate rake is chrif- 


tcn’d 


316° The History, of — 


ten’d with the: appellation of a gaHant man, and a 
polite man, Pil warrant you ! ee 
‘It is my firm opinion, Lovelace would not have fo 
much regard for you as he profeffes; but for two 
reafons. And what are thefe ?-—Why out of {pite to 
all of us—one of them: The other, becaufe of your 
independent fortune. I wifh your good grandfather 
had not left what he did fo much in your own power, 
as I may fay. But little did he imagine his beloved 
grand: daughter would have turned upon all her friends 
as fhe has done! 
What has Mr. Solmes to hope for, tf you are prepof- 


fefs'd! Heéy-day ! Is this you, coufin Clary !—Has he . } 


then nothing to hope for from your father’s, and mo- 
ther’s, and our recommendations ’— No nothing at 
all, it feems !— O brave !—I fhould think that this, 
_ with a dutiful child, as we took you to be, was enough. 
Depending on this your a we proceeded: And 
now there is no help for it: For we won’t be balked : 
Neither fhall our friend Mr. Solmes, I can tell you 
that. ] 

If your eftate is convenient for him, what then? 
Does that, pert coufin, make it out that he does not 
love you? He had need to expect fome good with you, 
that has fo little good to hope for from you; mind that. 
Bat pray, is not this eftate our eftate, as we may 
fay? Have we not ai// an intereft in it, and a prior 
right, if right were to have taken place? And was it 
more than a good old man’s dotage, God reft his foul! 
that gave it you before us all :—Well then, ought we 
not to have a choice who fhall have it in marriage 
with you? And would you have the confcience to 
wifh us to Jet a vile fellow who hates us all, run 
away with it?— You bid me weigh what-you write: 

-Do you weigh this, girl: And it will appear we have 
more io fay for ourfelves than you were aware of. 


As to your hard treatment, as you call-it, thank . 


yourfelf 
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yourfelf for That: It may be over when you will: 
So I reckon nothing upon that: You was not banifh’é 
and confin’d till all intreaty and fair fpeeches were 
try’d with you: Mind that. And Mr. Solmes can’t 
help your obftinacy :—Let that be obferv’d teo. 

As to being vifited, and vifiting, you never was 
fond of either : So that’s a grievance put into the {cale 
to make weight.— As to difgrace, that’s as bad to us 
as to you: So fine a young creature !— So much as 
we ufed to brag of you!—And too, befides, this is all 
in your power, as the reft.— But your heart recoils, 
when you would perfuade yourfelf to. obey your pa- 
rents—Finely defcrib’d, i’n’t it!—T 00 truly defcribed, 
IT own, as you goon. I know, that you may love 
him if you will.— I had a good mind to bid you hate 
him ; then, perhaps, you’d like him the better: For 
I have always found a moft horrid romantic perverfe- 
nefs in your fex. To do and to Jove what you fhould 
not, is meat, drink, and vefture, to you all. 

I am abfolutely of your brother’s mind, That read- 
ing and writing, tho’ not too much for the wits of you 

oung girls, are too much for your judgments. — 
You fay, you may be conceited, coufin; you may be 
vain !— And fo you are, to defpife this gentleman as 
youdo. He can read and write as well as me/? gentle- 
men, I can tell you that. Who told you Mr. Solmes 
can’t read and write? But you muft have a hufband 
who can learn you fomething !—I wifh you knew but 
your duty as well as hl do your talents— That, niece, 
you have of late to learn; and Mr. Solmes will there- 
fore find fomething to inftru& you in. I won’t fhew 
him this letter of yours, tho’ you feem to defire it, 
left it fhould provoke him to be too fevere a fchool- 
mafter, when you are his’n, —- 

But now I think of it, fuppofe you are readier at 
your pen than he— You will make the more ufeful 
wife to him; won’t you? For who fo good an ceca» 
nomift as you?—And-you may keep all his accompts, 
and fave yourfelves a fteward.—And, let me tell you, 

Vout. L L this 
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this is a fine advantage in a family :. For thofe ftewards 
are often fad. dogs, and creep into a man’s eftate, be- 
fore he knows. where. he is; and not feldom is he 
forced to pay them intereft for his own money. I 
-know .not ;why: a. good. wife fhould .be above thcfe 
things.—~’ Tis better than lying abed half the day, and 
junketing and card- playing all the night, and make- 
ing yourfelves wholly. ufelefs to every good purpode in 
our own families, as is naw the fafhion among ye— 
he duce take ye all that de fo, fay 1!— Only that, 
thank my ftars, I am a. bachelor !—-Then this is a-pro- 
_vince you are admirably. vers’d.in: You -grieve that :it 
is taken from, you fers, you know.: So here, Mif, 
with Mr. Solmes you will have Something to keep ac- 
count of, for the fake of you and your children: With 
t’other, perhaps, you’ll have an account to keep, too— 
But an account of what will go over the left fhoulder : 
only of what he fquanders, what he borrows, and what 
he owes, and never will pay. Come, come, coufin, 
you know nothing of the world ; aman’s a man, and 
you may have many partners in .a handfome man, 
and coftly ones too, who may lavifh away all you 
fave. Mr. Solmes therefore for my money, and I 
hope for yours ! : 
But Mr. Solmes is.a coarfe man, he is not delicate 
esough for your nicenefs, becaufe I fuppofe he dref- 


fes not like a fop and a coxcomb, and becaufe he lays © 


not himfelf out in complimental nonfenfe, the poifon 
_ of female minds. He is a man of fenfe, I Sap tell you. 
No man talks more to the purpofe to us :—But you 
fly him fo, that he has no opportunity given him, to 
exprefs it to you: And a man who loves, if he have 
_ ever fo much fenfe, looks like a fool ; efpecially when 
he is defpifed, and treated as you treated him the laft 
‘time he.was in your company. - 
As to his fifter; fhe threw herfelf away, (as you 
want to do) againit his full warning: For he told her 
what fhe had to truft to, if fhe married where fhe did 


malry. 
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marry. And he was as good as his word ; and fo an 
honeft man ought: Offences againft warning ought: 
to be:fmarted for. ‘Take care This be not your cafe. 
Mind that. 7 x 3 

His uncle deferves no favour from /zm, for he would 
have circumvented him, and got Sir Oliver to leave to 
himfelf the eftate he had always defigned for hin his 
nephew ; and brought him up in the hope of it. Too 
ready forgivene/s does. but encourage offences: That’s 

your good father’s maxim: And there would not be 
fo :many headftrong daughters as there are, if this 
Maxim were kept in:‘mind.— Punifhments are of fer- 
vice to offenders; Rewards fhould be only to the me- 
riting : And I think the former are to be dealt out 
rigoroufly, in wilful cafes. ~ be? ea 

As'to his Jove; he fhews it but too much for your 

defervings, as they have been of late; let me tcll you 
That :: And This is 47s misfortune; and may in time 
-perhaps be yours. . | | 

- As to his parfimony, which you wickedly cdil dia- 
bolical—a very free word in your mouth, let me tell 
ye-——Little reafon have yeu of all people for this, on 
-whom he propofes, of his own accord, to fettle all 
he has in the world: A proof, let him love riches as 
-he will, that he loves you better. But that you may 
be without excufe on this fcore, we will tie him up 
to your own terms, and oblige him, by the marriage 
articles, to allow you a very handfome quarterly fum, 


- to do wMat you pleafe with. And this has been told 


-you before; and I have faid it to Mrs. Howe, that good 
-and worthy lady, before her proud daughter, that 
.you might hear of it again. 


.. “Yo contradict the charge of prepoffeffion to Love- 
‘Jace; yout offer never to have him without our con- 


fents: And what ts This faying, but that you will 
hope on for our confents, and to wheedle and tire us 
out: Then he will always be’ in expectation; while 
-you ae-fingle: And we are to live. on at: this rate 
2 ngs L 2 (are 


t 
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{aré we J, vexed ‘by you, and ‘continually watchful 
about you; and as continually ’expofed to‘ his info- 
Jence and threats. Remember laft Sunday; girl 
What might have happen’d, had your brother and he 
niet ?—Moreover, you can’t do with fuch a fpirit as 
his, as you can with worthy Mr. Solmes : ‘The ore 
you make tremble; ‘the ‘other will make you quake. 
Mind that: And you will not be able to help your- 
felf “And remember, tha¢ if there fhould be any mif- 
underflanding between ae of then and you, we fhould 
all interpofs3; and” with effect, ‘no doubt: But with 
the other, it would be ‘/elf-do “Jelf-have, and ‘who 
would either care or dare to put'in 4'wotd for You"? 
Nor let the. fuppofition “of ‘matrimonial differences 
frighten you: Honey-moon lafts not now-a-da,-s 
above a fortnight; and Dunmow fitch, as I have 
been informcd, was never claimed; tho? fome ‘fay 
once it was. | Marriage is a queer’ ftate, child, whe- 
ther pair’d-by the parties’ or’ by their friends~ Out of 
three brothers of us, you know, there was but ont had 
courage to marry. ‘And why was it, do you think ? 
We wire wife by other people’s experience. =~ 
Don’t defpife money fo much; you may come to 
know the value of it: That isa piece of in/fruction 
that you are to Jearn.; and which, according to your 
own notions, Mr. Solmes will be able to teach you. 
I do indeed condemn your warmth. I won't allow 
for difgraces you bring upon yourfelf. If I thought 


‘them unmerited, I would be yeur advocate. But it 


was always my notion, that children fhould not  dif- 
pute their parents authority. When your grandfather 
left his eftate to you, tho’ his three fons, anda grand- 
fon, and your elder fifter were ‘in -being,’ we all.acé 
quiefced: And why? Becaufe it was our father’s do- 
‘ing... Do you imitate that example: If you will not, 
thofe who fet it you have the more reafon to’ hold 
‘you inexcufable. Mind that, Coufin. - es 7 
_ You niention your brother too {cornfullys: And; in 
ra your 
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your letter to him, are very difrefpe€tful, as well as 
in your fifter’s, to her. He is your brother ; a third: 
older than yourfelf: And a man; And while you can 
pay fo much regard to one man of a twelve month's 


. acquaintance only, pray be fo good as not. to forget 


what is due to a brother, who (next to us three bro- 
thers) is the head of the family; and on whom thé 
name, depends: As upon your dutiful compliance de= 
pends the fuccefs of the nobleft plan that ever was 
laid down for the honour. of the aly you are come 
of, fei pray now let me afk you, If the honour of 
hat will not. be. an honour tq you ?—If ‘you don’t 
think fa, the more unworthy you. You {hall fee the 
plan, if. you promife not ‘to be ‘a fooler art it, 
right or wrong. If you are not befotted to that man, 
Tam fure you will like it. If you are, were Mr. 
Solmes.an angel, it would fignify nothing: For thé 
devil is Love, and Love is the devil, when it gets in- 
to any of your heads. ° Many examples have I feer 
ofthae 5 
“Af there were no fuch man as Lovelace in the coorld, — 
you would not have. Mr. Solmes.— You would not, 
Mifs!— Very. pretty, truly!— We /ee how your 
{pirit is imbitter’d indeed, — Wonder not, fince it is 
come to your will nots, that thofe who have authority 
over you, fay, You aed have ‘the other. And Iam 
one. .Mind that, And if it behoves You to /peak 
out, Mifs, it behoves US not to /peak in. What’s 
Jauce for the goofe is fauce for the gander: Take that 
in your thought too, | : 3 
t humbly apprehend, that Mr. Solmes has the /pirit 
of a man, and a gentleman. 1 would admonifh you 
erefore not to provoke it. He pities you as much 
as.he loves you., He fays, He will convince you of 
his love by deeds, fince he is not permitted by you 
fo cores ‘it by words.” And all his dependance is. 
upon your peeety ee We hope he may 
depend upon That: We encourage him to thiak he 


Fe *.a 


—™ 4. 5 


32% ‘The History of: 
thay. Asnd this heartens him up. ‘So that you may 
lay his conftancy at hate parents and your uncles 
doord ; and This will be another mark of your duty, 
ice kAOwe.. : Sse ay ae 
' Yuu. moult be fenfible, that you refle& upon your 
parents, and all of us; when you tell me you cannot 
in juftice accept of the fettlements propofed to you. 
This reflection we fhould have wonder’d at from you 
once; bat now we don’t. — a a 
“There are many other’ very cenfutable paffages in 
this free letter of yours; ‘but we muft place them to 
the accouht of your ibirtered fpirit: 1am glad you 
mention’d that word, becaufe we fhould have been at 
a lofs what to have call’d it:—-Much rather have: had 
reafon to give it a better ‘name. me een a 
“I love you dearly ftill, Mifs. I think you, ‘tho’ 
my niéce, one of the fineft young gentlewomen I 
ever faw. But, upon my confcience, I think you, 
ought to obey your pafents, arid oblige me, and my 
brother John: For you know very well,: that’ we 
have nothing but your good at heart; confiftently, in- 
deed, with the good and honour of a// of us) What 
-muft we think of any one of it, who would not pro- 
mote the good of the whole? and who would fet 
one part of it againft another ?— Which God forbid, 
fay 1!— You fee Iam for the good of ail. What 
fhall’ J get by it, let things go as they will? Do I 
want any thing of any body for my own fake? Does 


my brother John ?— Well; then, coufin cl ary; What 


would you be at, as I may fay? : 

O bat, You can’t love Mr. Solmes !— But, I fay, 
you know not what you can do. Yow encourage 
yourfelf in your diflike. You permit your heart (little 
did I think it ‘was fuch a froward one) to recoil. "Take 
“it to tafk, niece ; drive it on as faft as it reecifs (we 

do fo in all our fea-fights, and land-fights too, by 
our failors and foldiets, or we fhould not conquer) ; 
and we are all ‘fure you’ will’ overcome it.’ “And 

| cacy why ? 
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why! Becanfe you exght. So we think, whatever 
you think ; And whofe thoughts are to be preferred ? 
You may be wituer than we ; but, if you are wiler, 
we have lived fome of us, let me tell you, to very 
little purpofe thirty or forty years.longer than you. 

I have written as long a letter as yours. -I may not 
write in fo lively, or fo. polite a tye as my nicce ; 
But I think I have all the argument on my fide: And 
you will vaftly oblige me, if you. will fhew me, by 
your compliance with all our defires, that you thin 
fo too. fF you do not, you muft not expect an ad- 
vocate, or evena friend, in me, dearly as I love you 


e . . A 


For. then I fhall be forry to be.called 


Tuefday, Two jn Your Uncle. a 
; a es Antony Harrowe. 


mo Pofifcript. 

- ‘You maft fend me no more letters: But a com- 
‘piiable one you*may fend. But I need not have for- 
‘bid you; for I am fure, this, by fair argument, is 
unanfwerable: I know it is. I have written day and 
“night, I may fay, ever fince Sunday morning, onl 
church-time, or the like of that: But this is the laff, 
ican tell you, from | 
_ 2 8 A. H. 


LETTER XXXL | 
AMGifs CrarissA Hartowe, To Mif/s Howe. 


4 |  Ihurfday, March 16. 
| HA G met with fuch bad fuccefs in my ap- 
- phcation to thofe of my own family, I have 
taken a ftep that will furprife you. It is no other than 
‘writing a letter to Mr. Solmes himfelf. 1 fent it; 
and have his anfwer. He ‘had certainly help in ‘it. 
ee L 4 For 
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For IT have feen a fetter of his; as iridifferently ‘wordéd, 
as poorly fpelt. Yet the fuperfcription is of his 
dictating, I dare fay;: for he isa formal wretch. With 
‘thefe,’ 1 fhail inclofe one from my-brother to me, on 
-occafion of mine to Mr, Solmesi: -I-did think that it 
was. poffible to difcourage this man from: proceeding ; 
-and that would-have anfwer’d all my withes. . It was 
“worth. the-trial.’. But you’ll fee nothing will do. My 
‘brother has taker his meafures toofecurely, =~ 
se tS _ o 8 et ok ee ea ee ‘ . a 

To Rocer Soumes, Ef, 
“Sar, | “Weduefday, Mar. 15 
SZ OU will wonder..to receive.a letter from me, 
_d& and more ftill at the uncommon fubje& of it. 
But the necefity of the cafe will juftify:me,. at Jeaft 
in my own apprehenfion ; . and I thal therefore make 
no other apology for it. © 0 8 
_. When you frft. came acquainted with, my father’s 
family, you found the writer of This one of:the hap- 
pieft creatures in the world ;. beloved by. the beft and 
ammoft indulgent of parents, and rejoicing in the kind 
favour of two affectionate uncles, and. in the efteem 
of every one, | as i 
-_. But how is this happy {cene now changed:!-~ You 
‘was pleafed to caft.a fayourable eye upon me. You 
addreffed yourfelf to my friends: ‘Y our propofals-‘were 
approved of bY them ; approved of without confult- 
‘ing me; as if my choice and happinefs. were of the 
Jeaft fignification. -- Thofe who had a right to all-rea- - 
fonable obedience from me, infifted upon it. without | 
referve. I had not the felicity to think as they did ; 
almoft -the-.firft time my. fentiments differed from 
theirs. J befought them to indulge me ina point. fo 
important to my future happinefs: But, alas, in vain-! 
And then (for I thought it was but honeft) I told you 
my, mind ;, and even that my affeions were engaged. 


ut, 
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_But, .to my martification, and furprize, you perfifted, 
and ftill perfit. 5...) ee. yeaa 
. The confequence of.all is too. grievous for me.to 
Zepeat: ,¥ou, whe haye fuch free accefs, to, the reft 
of the family, know. it. too well; too well you know 
it, either for the credit of: youxown generafity, or 
.for my reputation. .I am. ufed,. on your account, as.I 
never. hefore was ufed, and never before was thought 
to deferye to be ufed ; and this was the hard, the im- 
pofible condition of their returning favour, that I 
muit prefer a man ¢o all others, that of all others I 
cannot prefer... 2 > . 
_ Thus diftrefled, .aad made unhappy, and all. for 
our fake, and thro’ your cruel perfeverance, I write, 
Dir, to demand of you the peace of mind you have 
robbed -me of: To demand of you the Love of fo 
‘many dear friends, of which you have deprived me ; 
and, if.you have the generofity that fhould diftinguifh 
a man, and a gentleman, to adjure you not to con- 
tinue ‘aw addrefs that has. been attended with fuch 
-cruel effeCts to the creature you profefs. to efteem. 
. If you really value-‘me, as my friends would make 
me believe, and as you have declared you do, muft 
it not be a mean and felfifh value? A value that can 
have no merit with the unhappy. objet of it, becaufe 
it is attended with effe&ts fo grievous to her? It muft 
be for your own fake only, not for mse. And, even 
in this point, you mu/f be miftaken ; :for. would a pru- 
dent man wifh to marry one who has:not a heart to 
give? Who cannot efteem him? Who therefore 
-muft: prove a. bad wife '—And how cruel would it be 
to make a poar creature a bad: wife, whofe pride it 
‘would-be to make a good one? | - 


If I'am capable of judgmg, our tempers and inclis 
Nations: are. vaftly different. | Any other of my fex, 
will make-you happier than. I can. The treatment I 
meet with, and the obftinacy, .a3 ‘it is called, with 
which I fupport myfelf under: it, ought to convince 
o “ Ds | you 
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you of this; . weve-T' not able to give fo. good a ret=- 
fon for this my fuppofed perverfenefs, as -that I can= 
‘mot confent to: marry 2 man whom TF ¢annot value. -_ 
5 Butuf, Sir, you-have-not fo much generofity in your 
‘Value for me, as tb. defift, for my own fake, let me 
conjure you, by. the regard-due to ygourfelf, and‘to 
your own: futare happinets, ‘to difcontinue your furt, 
and place your affections on a-worthtier obje&: For 
wiy fhould-you make ma miferable, and yourfelf not 
happy? By ‘this means: you will do all that is now 
in yeur-power, to reftore me ‘td the-affection of my 
friends; and, if That canbe, it will leave me in as 
keuppy: a-ftate as you found :me... You need only to 
fay, That you fee there are no Hopes; 2s you will 
perhaps comphaifantly: call it; of fudceéding ‘with me 
(—And indeed, Sir, there cannot be ‘a greater truth 
than this—/ and that you will therefore no more think 
of me; but turn your thoughts another way. |, 
“Your compliance with this requelt, will Tay me an- 
der the higheft obligation to your ‘generofity, and 
Make meever - 

- | Your welt-wifber, and bumble fervant,>. ~ 
ee & os” Crarissa Har Lrowe. 
o> Ya MifsCrarrssa HARLOWE. | 
eS i. * - ne Thefe mo humbly prefent. : 
3: -Deareft Mifs,- -  -. . Thurfday, March 16. 
W7-OUR letter -has had a ‘very contrary effet upon 

- me, to what ‘you feem to have expected from it. 

]t has doubly convinced tne of the excellency of your 
inind, and the honour of your difpofition. Call it 
felfph,’ or-what ae pleafe, ‘Immuft perfift in my fuits 
and happy fhall I be, if by patiente and perfeverazice; 
and a fteady and unalterable devoir, I may .at laft 


évercome the difficulty laid in my way.) 

As your ‘good parents, your uncles, and other 
frrertds, ate’ abfolutely determined you fhall never 
have Mr. Lovelace, if they can help {tj and ag I pre- 
5 ee fume 


: fider, pretty, witty. as ae font love-fick heart 
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“Fume ‘no other perfon is: in the way; I ‘will con- 
tenttedly wait the iffue of this matter, And, forgive 
me, deareft Mifs; but a perfon fhould fooner pes- 
‘fuade me to give up-to him my eftate, as ah inftance 
of my generofity, becauft be could not be happy -with- 
‘out “it, ‘than I would a much more valuable treafure, 
to promote the felicity of another, and make his way 
eafier td circumvent myfelf. 
Pardon me, dear Mifs, but I mutt perfevere, the’ 


am forry you fuffer on my account,.as you are 


‘pleafed: to: think ;.’ for I never before faw the Lady-I. 
could love: And while there is any hope, and that 


Tn remain -undifpofed ‘of ‘to fome other happier mam, 


muft and will be- 
Your a and obfequias adhirees 
“Rocer SoLME Se. 


Mr. ee Hescowae To Mifs CLARISSA 
HARLOWE. 


Thur fday,. Mareb 16. 


Wr a fine whim you took into-your head, to: 
write a letter to Mr. Solmes, to perfuade him: 
to give up his pretenfions to nh u !+-Of all:the pretty 
romantic: fights you: have delighted :in, ‘this was cer- 
tainly one of the maft extraordinary:. But to fay no- 
‘thing:of-what fires-us all with indignation 2 you: 
(your owning your prepoffeffion ink villain’ favoury. 
and your impertinence to me and your fifter, and 
your uncles ;: -ene-of which has iba it -you sige 
child).;. How can = lay at Mr. Solmes’s' door, the 
ufage you'fo bitterly complain of You know, tittle 
fool,-as you. are, that it is your fondnefs for Love~ 
lace that. has brought. upon you all thefe things ;. and: 
which would have happen’dj whether Mz. .Solmes. 
had hohour’d you with his addreffes or fot... 

As you muft needs know This 'to be true, .cons 


can 
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can Jet you confides; what.a fine figure all pour ex- 
poftulations with us, and-charges upon Mr..Solmes; 
make ! — With what propriety: do vyou demand of 
dim to .reftore to: you your. former happinefs, as you 
call it, and.aere/y call it, for if:you thought our fa< 
vour fo, you would. -reftose it. to-yourfelf ;: fmce: it is 
et in: your .own' power to do fo: Therefore, Mifs 
rt, none of your. pathetics, except jn the right 
place...Depend upon it, whether you-have Mr. Solmes, 
ar not, you fhall never have your heart’s delight, the 
Vile xake Lovelace, if our parents, if.our uncles, if-I, 
-can hinder it. No! you fallen angel, you fhalf not 
give. yaur father and mother fucha_fon, nor'me fuch 
‘a érother, in giving: yourfelf that. profligate wretch -for: 
ahufband... And fo-fet your heart: at reff, and lay 
afide all thoughts of him, ‘if ever you expect for~ 
givenefs, reconciliation, or a kind opinion, from.any' 
of your family ; but efpecially from him, who, at pre-- 
fent, ftyles humfelf eS 
| oy Your Brother, ~ 2000 08 
aa - James HaRtowe,. 
P.§&. I know your knack at letter-writing. If you_ 
‘fend me an anfwer to this, Pll return it unopen’d, for I 
‘won’t argue with your perverfenefs in fo plain acafe— ’ 
‘Only once for all, I was willing to put you right as 


to Mr. Solmes; whom I think to blame to trouble | 


his. head about ‘you. is 


) LETTER Xxxiv. | 
Mfr, Lovetacey To Joun Betrorn, E/q3_ fe 


Friday, March +7. ~: 


I Receive, with great. pleafure, the early and chear=.’ 
a earthy of your loyalty andJove. And let 

our principal: and x trufty friends named in: my. 
Say patel and mt truly fiends named in my. 
| I would 
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--<I would have,thee, Jack, come down, :as foon as 
thou canft. I believe I fhall not want the othérs fe 
fon. Yet they may come. down to Lord M’s. I 
will be there, if not to receive them, to: fatisfy m: 
Lord, that there is no new mifchief. in han which 
will require his fecond:intervention..  . = =. . + 
For -thyfelf, ‘thou -muft be -conftantly: with me'y 
Not for my. fecurity : The family dare do nothing ‘but 
bully: They bark only at diftance:. But. for my en- 
tertainment : “That thou mayft, from the Latin and 
the Englifh Claffics, keep my love-fick foul froin 
_ © Thow hadft beft come to.me here, in thy old cor+ 
poral’s,coat ;: thy fervant out of livery ; and to be up- 
on ‘a familar foot'with thee, as‘a difent relation, to 
be provided for by thy intereft above; I mean not in 
heaven, thou mayft be‘ fure. ‘Fhou wilt find me at: 
a little alehoufe ; they call it an inn; The White-: 
Hart; moft terribly wounded (but by. the weather’ 
only) the fign:—In-a-forry village; within five miles 
from Harlowe-Place. Every-body knows Harlowe- 
Piace— For, like Verfailles, it is fprung up from a 
dunghil, within every elderly perfon’s remembrance : 
Every poor body, particularly, knows it: But that 
only for a few years paft, fince a certain angel. has, 
appeared there among the fons and daughters of men. > 
“The people here, at the Hart, arg poor, but honetft 5; 
and have gotten: it into their heads, that I.am.a man,;: 
of quality in difguife ; and there is no reining- in their 
officious refpect. There is a pretty little fmirking 
daughter ; feventeen fix days ago: I call her my Rofe- . 
bud: Her grandmother (for there is no mother), a 
pood neat old woman, as ever filled a wicker-chair 
in a chimney-corner; has befought me to be merci-__ 
fultoher, a oe be ee Oe ee 
This is the rightrway with me.’ Many and mahy 
a pretty rogue had‘I fpared, whom ¥ did: not fpare, ” 
had my power been acknowleged, and my a : 
me ae cen 
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‘been in time.implored. -But the Debellare fuperbos 
‘fhould be my. motto, were I to have a new one. 

. This fimple chit, (for there is a fimplicity in her 
thoa wilt be highly pleafed with: All humble ; all 

offiaous ; all. innocent—I love her. for-her humility, 

her officioufnefs, and-even. for her sanecence) will be 

‘pretty amufement to thee ; while I combat with the 
“weather, and dodge and creep about the walls and 
-purlieus of Harlowe-Place. ‘Thou wilt fee in her 
‘mind, all that her fuperiors have been taught to con- 


‘ceal, in order to render themfelves lefs natural, and 


more undelightful. = st 


Mot permit myfelf to do, for the world— I-charge 


thee, that thou do not)'crop my Rofe-bud. She is 


‘the only flower of fragrance, that has blown in this 
-vicinage for ten years paft; or will for ten years to 
come: For I have look’d backward to the have-been’s, 


and forward to the wi/l-be’s ; having but too much. 


Teifure upon my hands in my prefent watting:. © - | 
I never was fo honeft: for fo long together fince my 


‘matriculation. It behoves me fo to be—Some way or 
other, my recefs may be found out ; and it will then. 


be thought that my Rofe-bud has attraéted me. A. 


report in my favour, from fimplicities fo amiable, may: 
eftablifh me; for the grandmother’s relation to my: 
‘Rofe-bud may be {worn to: And the father is an honeft- 


poor man: Has no joy, but in his Rofe-bud—O Jack ] 


{pare thou therefore (for I fhall Jeave thee often alone ;: 


{pare thou) my Rofe-bud !—Let the rule I never de- 


parted from, but it coft me a tong regret, be obferved. 


to my. Ro‘e-bud! Never to ruin a poor girl, whofe 


fumplicity and innocence was all fhe had to truft to3' 


and whofe fortunes were too low to fave her from. the. 


rude contempts of worfe minds than her own, and: 
from an indigence extreme: Such an one will only. 
pine in fecret; and at laft, perhaps, in order to re-. 


fuge herfelf from flanderous tongues and virulence, be 
induced 


But I charge thee, that thou do not'(what I would 
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ittduced ‘to terhpt fome guilty ftream, or {eek an end 
‘ih ‘the’ knee-incircling garter, that, peradventure, was 
the firft attempt of abandoned Love.—No defiances 
will thy Rofe-bud breathe; tro fe/f-depéndent, shee 
doubting watchfutnefs (indireétly challenging thy in- 
veritive machihatioris to do. their worft), will fhe af- 
fume.‘ Unftifpicious of her danger, the lamb’s throat 
will -hardly fhun thy knife !—-O be not thou the 
‘butcher'of my bmbkin!) 5 7 
~The lefs be thou fo, ‘for thé seafon Iam going to 
Bive thee— he'geritle héaft is touched by Love!" Her 
foft bofom heaves with a paffion fhe: has not yet 
found a name for. I once caught her eye following 
a. yoting catpenter, a widow neighbour’s fon, living 
{to {peak in her dialect) at the little whjte-houfe, over 
the way: A gentle youth he-alfo feems to be, about 
three years older than herfelf: Play-mates from in- 
fancy, till his eighteenth and her fifteenth year, 
furnifhed a reafon for agreafer diftance in fhew, while 
their hearts gave a better-for their being nearer than 
ever: For] foon perceived the Love reciprocal: A 
fcrape arid a. bow at' firft feeing his. pretty miftrefs; 
turning often to falute her following eye; and, when 
a winding lane was to deprive him of her fight, his 
whole body turned round, his hat more reverently 
a’off’d, than before. . This anfwered (for, unfeen, I 
Was behind her) by a low courtefy, anda igs that 
Johnny was.too far off to hear !— Happy Whelp ! 
faid Ito myfelf !—I withdrew ; ‘and in tript my Rofe; 
bud, as‘if fatisfied with the dumb fhew, and wifhing 
nothing. beyond it. - | 


J have examined the little heart : She has made me 
her corifident: ‘She owns, fhe could love Johnny 
Barton ‘very well: And. Johnny Barton has told her, 
He could, love her better than any maiden he ever 
faw— But, alas! it muf not be thought of. .Why 
hot be thought of ?— She don’t know |— And then 
dhe fighed;.. But Johnny has an aunt, who will give. 


him 


oe 
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chim an hundred pounds, when. his-time is.out; and 
‘her father carinot give her but a few things, or fo, to 
fet her out.with: And tho’ Johnny’s mother fays, 
‘fhe, knows not where Johnny wauld have a prettier, 
or, notabler_ wife, yet +— And then the fighed again—r- 
What fignifes talking ? — would not have Johnny 
be unhappy, and‘ poor for ‘me !—~ Fox. what good 
would that do me, youknow, Sir! eee 


~ What would 1 give (—By,my. foul, my-.angel will 
indeed reform me, if. her. friends jiplecatle ‘folly 
‘ruisy ps not ‘both !— What would I give) to have. fo 
innocent, and fo good’a heart, ‘as either. my. Rofe- 
bud’s, or Johnny’s ! iL. Bid, ls 
. [have a caved mifchievous one—by nature 
too, I think !— A good motion ‘now-and-then_ rifes 
from it: But it dies away. prefently— A love of in- 
_'trigue !— An invention for mifchief !— A triumph in 
‘fubduing !'— Fortune endouraging and fupporting !— 
And a conftitution—-What fignifies palliating ? But I 
believe I had been a rogue, had I been a plough-boy. 

_ But the devil’s in this fex! Eternal- mifguiders { 
Who, that has once trefpaffed, ever recovered his 
integrity ? And yet where there is. not virtue, which 
neverthelefs we free-livers are continually plotting to 
deftroy, what is there even in the ultimate of. our 
wifhes with them ?-—Preparation and Expectation are: 
in a mannér, every-thing : Reflection, indeed, may be 
fomething, .if the mind be hardened ‘above feeling the 


guilt of a pat. fre/pafs: But the Fruition, what is- 
there in that? And yet, That-being the end, nature: 


will-not be fatisfied without it. : 

See what grave refleCtions an innocent fubje& will. 
produce! it gives mé fome pleafure to think, that it 
is net out of my power to referm : “But then, Jack, 


I am-afraid I Tutt keep better company, than I do at: 


as For we. certainly harden one another. But 
not caft down, my boy ; there will be time enough 
Cie ee ee ee eee 
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to‘nive thee, and-all thy brethren, warning to choofe — 
another-leader: And I fanfy thou wilt be the man.“ 
: Mean time, as I make it miy rule, whenever I have 
committed a very capital: eek to do fome good, 
by way of atonement; and as I believe I am a pretty 
deal indebted on: that fcore, I intend, before I leave 
thefe parts (fuccefsfully fhall I leave them, I hope, or 
I fhall be tempted to do double the mifchief by way of 
revenge, tho’ not to my Rofe-bud any), to join an 
hundred pounds to Johnny’s aunt’s hundred pounds, 
to. make one innocent couple happy.—I repeat, there- 
fore, and for half-a-dozen more thereferes, {pare thou 
my Rofe-bud. om gee Le a 

_ An interruption:—~ Another letter anon; and both 
fhall go together. | - 

LETTER’ XxXxv. 

| Mr. Loverace, To Joun Berrorp, £/g;. | 
I HAVE found. out by my watchful Spy almoft as - 

* many of my- charmer’s motions, as thofe of the 
reft of her relations. It-delights me to think how 
the rafcal is carefled by the uncles and-nephew ; and 
let into their fecrets; yet proceeds all the time by 
my line of direction. I have charged him, however, 
on forfeiture of his prefent weekly ftipend, and my. 
future favour, fo take care, that neither my beloved, 
or any of the family, fufpect him: I have told him;: 
that he may indeed watch her egreffes and regreffes 5 
but that only to keep off other fervants from her paths ; 
yet nat to be feen by her himfelf. — eee ee 
.. The dear creature has tempted him, he ‘told thent, 
with a bribe (which. fhenever offered), to convey. a. 
letter (which fhe never wrote) to Mifs Howe; be be-' 
dieves, with one inclofed (perhaps.te me): But he de- 
clined. it: And he begged they would take no notice 
of it to her. This brought him a ftingy fhilling; great 

7S —_ se applaule 3 
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applaufe ; and an injunGion followed it to alf the fer- 
vants, for the ftriéteft look-out, left fhe fhould con- 
trive fome way to fend it—And, about an hour after, 
an order was given him to throw himfelf m her way ;. 
and (exprefling his concern for denymg her requeft). 
to tender his fervice to her, and to bring them her 
letter: Which it will be proper for him to repart, that 
fhe has refufed to give him. = 

Now fecft thou not, how many good. ends this 
contrivance anfwers? oe - 

In the firft place, ‘The Lady is fecured by: it, againft 
her own knowlege, in the liberty allowed her of take- 
. ing her private walks in the garden: Far this attempt 

has eeanenel them in their belief, that now they have 
turned. off her maid, fhe has no way to fend a letter 
out of the houfe : If fhe had, fhe would not have rua 
the rifque of tenipting a fellow who had aot been in 
her fecret : So that fhe can profecute, unfufpectedly, 
her-correfpondence with me, and Mifs Howe.. _- 

_ In the next place, It will afford me an opportunity, 
perhaps, of:a private interview with her, which I am 
meditating, let her take it as fhe will; having found 


out by my Spy (who can keep off every-body elfe), — 


that the goes every morning and evening to a wood; 
houfe remote from the dwelling-houfe, under. pre- 
tence of vifiting and feeding a-fet of Bantam- poultry, 
which. were produced from a breed that was her 
‘grandfather’s,. and which for that reafon fhe is very 


fond of ; as alfo of fome other curious fowls brought 


from the fame place. I have an account of all her 
‘motions here.—And as fhe has owned to me in one 
of -her letters: that, fhe correfponds privately with 
‘Mifs Howe, I prefume it is by this way hy 2 sete 
«2 The interview J am meditating, will produce her 


confent, I hope, to other favours of the like kind: | 


For, fhould fhe not choofe the place I am expe@ting 
.to fee-her in, I cag attend her any-where in the ram- 
ibhing,. Dutch, tafte garden, whenever fhe will pergnit 
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me that honour: For my implemerit, hight Jofeph 
Leman, has given me the opportunity of procuring 
two keys (one of which [ have given him, for reafons 
good) to the garden-door, which opens to the haunted 
coppice, as tradition has made’ the ‘fervants think it ; 
a marr having been ‘foundhanging in it about twenty 
haa ago: And Jofeph, upon the leaft notice, wal 
eave it unbolted. — is — 
* But I was obliged to give him, previoufly, my ho- 
nour, that no mifchief {hall happen to any of my ad- 
verfaries, from this liberty: For the fellow tells me, 
that he loves all*his mafters; arid; only that he knows I 
am aman of honour; and that my alliance will do 
credit to the familys and, after prejudices are over- 
come, every- body will think fe ; or he would not for 
the world att the part- he-does.. 

‘There rieyer was a regue, who had not a falvo to 
himfelf for being fo. -— What a praife to hone/fy, that 
every man pretends to it, even at the inftant that he 
knows he-is purfuihg the methods that will perhaps 
prove him a knave-to the whole world, as well.as to 
his own confcience ! 

But what this ftupid family can mean, to make all 
this neceffary, I cannot imagine My REvence 
and my Love are uppermoft. by turns. If the latter 
fucceed not, the gratifying of the former will be my 
only confolation: And, by.All that’s good, they fhail 
feel it; altho’, for it, I become an exile from my nae 
tive country forever. | 22 ih 
"I wilt throw myfelf ihto my ‘charmer’s’ prefence : 
Ihave twice already atteripted it in vain. all 
then fee what I may depend upon from her favour. 
a I thought I had no profpedt of that,. I fhould be 
tempted to carry her off.» That would be a rape 
‘worthy of a Jupiter! te ee See 
“* Burt dll gentle fhall be thy movements: All refpec- 


ful, everi to reverence, my addrefs to her!— Her 


lip— 
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lip— my. trembling, lip : I dnqw. ie. will tremble, -if. & 
do not did it tremble., As foft my: fighs, .as the fighs 
of my gentle Rofe-bud.. By my, humility will I inyite 
ber confidence: The lonelinefs of theiplace. hall give 
me no advantage: ‘To. diffipate. her fears, and:ergage 
her fellance upon my: honour for the. future, -fhall- ba 
ty‘ whole endeavour : But, little. will I. complain - of, 
hot at all will I threaten, thofe who are continually: 
threatening.me:: But_ yet with a view. to act the part 
of Dryden’s lion ; To fecure my Love, or to let leafe 
my vengeance upon my,bunterse,, ey oo ck 
_.p- What tho bis mighty foul bis grief contains?" 
-.. He meditates revenge, tuho leaft complains: ~ * 
And, like a lien flamb’ring in his way, 
Or flap diffembling, while he'waits bis preys’ x 


lad 
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| cae a core Sat, night, , Mar 4 $as.; 
LEAVE been: frighted out of my wits— Still -asw 


in a manner out of breath.—- Thus, accafian’d—_ 2 


went down, under, the ufuak pretence, in: hopgs «to: 
find fomething from. you. Copcern’d at my mS 


pointment, I was returning, from. the wpadboules - 


when T heard a ruftling,. as of. fomebody,ibehind a 
ftack ‘of wood. _ I was extremely. furpris’d:: But ill 
more, to behold a man coming from behind.the. fur~ 
thermoft ftack. O thought I, at that. moment, the.fion 


of a prohibited correfpondence! = wwe 
~ In the fame paint of time. that I fw himy he te 
Vo ai ane ae a a ; eo) et ae Ape ‘four ¢ 
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fought fife, *net to be frighted - And, ftill nearer ap» 
proaching -me, threw open a horfeman’s coat: And 
who fhould it be but Mr. Lovelace! I could not 
fcream- out {yet attempted to fcrearn, the moment ] 
faw a man; and again, when I faw who it was) 
For I. hadmd:voite’: And-had I not cayght hold of a 
prop, which fupported the old roof, I fhould have 
funki -°. a 13 | 
' FE had ‘hitherto, as you know, kept him at di- 
fiance = And now, as I recover’d myfelf, judge of 
my firft emotions, when I recollected his character 
from every. mouth of my family ;.his enterprifing tem- 
per; and found myfelf alone with him, in a ‘place 
fo near a bye-lane, and fo remote from the houfe. 

But his refpectful ‘behaviour foon diffipated thefe 
fears, and gave me others, left we fhould be feen to- 
gether, and information of it given to my brother: The 
confequences of which, I could readily think, would 
ag ne further mifchief, an imputed affignation, a 
ftri€ter confinement,.a forfeited correfpondence with 
you, my beloved friend, and a pretence for the moft 
violent compulfion : And neither the one fet of re- 
le&ions, nor the other, acquitted him to me for his 
bold intrufon. = - 

As.foor therefore as I could {peak, I exprefs’d with 
the greateft warmth my difpleafure; and told hint, 
that he’cared: nat ‘how much he expofed me-to the 
refantiments of allay friends, provided he could gras. 
tify his. own impetuous humour ; and I commanded 
him to leave the place that moment: And was hurry=: 


4 . ing from him ; when he threw himfclf in the way at. 
1 » may: feet; befeeching my flay for one moment; de-: 
, chaimyp, that -héYuffer'd himfelf to be guilty of this; 
rhfbineis, as. thought it; to avoid one much greater :. 


—afbr, in-fhort, -he could ‘not bear the hourly infults. 
he ‘received from my family, with the’ thoughts of 
having fo little intereft in ‘my favour, that he could 


ance 
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ance would be attended with :any: other ifue,. than te 
lofe me for ever, and be triumphed. over and infulted 
uponit, -. 0. dot oe OO 

. This man, you know,:has.very:ready knees. You 
have {aid, that he aught,.in {mall points, frequently 


“ 


to offend, on. purpofe: to: fhew: what an addrels' he is - 


mafter of. oy pot 

He run on, exprefling his: apprehenfions, that a 
temper fo- gentle and obliging, -as he Gid mine was, 
to every-body but lim (and a dutifulnefs fo exemplary 


iaclining me to do my part to others, whether they. did 


theirs or not by. me), would. be.wrought upon in-fa- 
-vour of a man fet up in part to be,reyeng’d upon my- | 


felf, for my grandfather’s envied diftinGtion of me; 
,and in part to be reveng’d upon him, for haying: given 


> ae 


life to one, who would have taken his; and-now . 
fought to deprive him of hopes dearer to him than . 


life. : 


T told him, he might be affur’d, that the feverity : 


and ill-ufage 1 met with would be far from effecting 
‘the intended end: That altho’ I could, with great fin- 


cerity, declare for.a Single Life, which had alyeays | 


been my choice ; and particularly, that if ever I maar- 
ry’d, if they would not infift upon the man I bad- an 
averfion to, it fhould not be with the man..they dif- 

He interrupted me here: He hoped, I would: for- 
give him for it; but he could not help expreffing his 


J E_e-_lUO Zane - 


-great concern, that, after fo many inftances of his . 


paffionate and obfequious devotion— _ 


And pray Sir, faid I, let me interrupt you in my ) 


_ turn :—Why:don’t you affert, .in ftill plainer words, 
the qbligation you have Jaid me wader: hy this your 
boafted devotion? W-hy don’t:you let me know, in 
terms as high as your implication, . that a perfeverance 
- I have not with’d for, which has fet all my relations 

_at variance with me, .is a merit, that.throws upon -me 


the guilt of ingratitude, for not anfwering it as you 
ieem to expat —s : = ae 
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.- Lamuftfoegive him, he faid, if he, who pretended 
only to a.comparative merit (and otherwife thought 
no man living could deferve me), had prefumed to 
bope for: a-:greater fhare in. my favour, than he had 
hitherto anet with, when fuch men:as Mr. Symmes, 
Mr. Wesley, and. new, laftly, fo vile a reptile as . 
this Solmes, however difcouraged by myfelf,were made 
his competitors. . As to the perieverance I mentioned, 
it was impoffible for him wot to perfevere: But I mutt 
needs know, that were /e not in being, the terms 
Selmes had propofed were. fuch, as would have in- 
volved me in the fame difficulties with. my relations 
that Innow laboured. under. He therefore took the 
diberty tc fay, that. my favour to him, far from in- 
creafing thofe difficulties, would be the readieft way 
to.extricate me from them. They had made. it im- 
poffible. (he told me, with too much truth) to oblige 
them any way, but by facrificing my/telf to Solmes. 
‘They werei well apprifed befides of the difference be- 
tween the two; one, whom they hoped to manage 
as they pleafed ; the other, who could and would pro- . 
tect me from every infult; and who had zetural pro- | 
{pects much fwperior to my brother’s fooli/h views, of 
m title. : 

How comes this man to know fo well all our foi- 
bles ? But I more wonder, how he came to havea 
motion of meeting me in this place | : 

' [:was very uneafy to be gone ; and the more as the 
night came on apace. But there was no getting from 
him, till I had heard a great deal more of what he 

dbad to fay. . : - . 

As he hoped, that I would one day make him the 
Ahappieft: man in the world, he affured me, that he 
-had fo much regard for my fame, that he would be 
-as.far from advifing any ftep that were likely to caft 
ra fhade upon my reputation, (altho’ That ftep were 
ito. be ever fo much in his own favour) as I would be to 
‘follow fach.advice. . But fince I was not to be per- 


mitted 
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‘mitted: to live fingle, he: would fabmit it to my cen- 
dideration, whether I had any way but one to avoid 
the intended violence to my inclinatious : My- father 
fd jealous of his authomty: Beth my uncles in my 
‘father's: way of thinking: My coufin Morden at.a 
diftance: My uncle and aunt Hervey aw'd into infg- 
nificance, was his. word: My brother -and -fifter in. 
flaming every one; Solmes’s offers captivating : Mifs 
Howe’s mother rather of party with ehem, for mo- 
tives refpecting example to her own daughter... 
And then he afk’d me, if I would receive a letter 
from his aunt Lawrance, on ‘this occafion c. For his 
aunt Sadleir, he faid, having lately loft her only-child, 
hardly looked into the world, or thought of-tt fareher, 
than to wifh him marry’d, and;- preferably ‘to all: the 
women in the world, -with me. 0) bv to * 
To be fure, my dear, there is a great deal in what 
the man faid:—I may be allow’d. to fay ‘This, with- 
out an imputed glow or throd.—~+-: But I told -him, 
neverthelefs, that altho’ I had -great honour for. the 
‘Ladies he was felated to (for-his two amts in pare- 
cular), yet I fhould not choofe: to receive:a letter on 
a fubject, that had a tendency: to promote an -end I 
was far from intending to promote: That it became 
‘me, ill as I was treated at prefent, to hope every- 
thinz, to dear every-thing, and to ¢ry-every-thing: 
When my father faw my fteadfaftnefs, and :that I 
would die rather than have Mr. Solmes, he would 
perhaps recede.— — - — =. @ 
- Interrupting me, he-reprefented the unlikelihood 
there was of that, from the courfes they had enter’d 
upon ; which he thus enumerated :—- Theit engagi 
Mrs. Howe againft me, in the firft place, asap 
‘might have thought to fly to, if pufli’dto defperation := 
‘My brother continually buzzing inmy father’s earay that 
my coufin-Morden would foon arrive, and then would 
inift. upon giving me poffeffion of my grandfather's 
eftate, in purfuanceof the will; which would render 
| sac 
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mse independent of my father :—- Their difgracefal 
-confinement of me:— Their difmiffing fo fuddenly 
“muy fervant, and fetting my aipg ile me :—T beir 
engaging my mamma, contrary to her own jud 
‘Sguimt me: The, he faid, were all. fo many it. 
proofs, that they would ftick at nothing to carry their 
point ; and. were what made him inexprefibly uneafy. 

-He appealed to.me, whether ever I knew my papa 
recede from any refolution he had. once fix’d; efpé- | 
cially, if-he thought either his prerogative, or his au- 
thority, concern’d im the queftion.. His acquaintance 
«with our family, he faid, enabled him to give feveral 
biftances . (but: they. would be too grating to me) of 
an arbitrarinefs that had few examples even in the fa- 
milies of princes: An arbitrarinefs, which the moft 
excellent of women, my mamma, too feverely ex- 
‘perienced. : ao “ 

"He was proceeding, as I thought, with reflections 
of this fort; and I angrily. told him, I would not per- 
mit thy father to. be reflected upon; adding, That. 
hus. feverity.to. me, however unmerited, was not a 
‘warrant for me:to difpenfe-with my duty to him. 

+ He; had no pleafure, he faid, in urging any thi 
that could be /o conftrued ; for, however well warran 
he was to make fuch reflections, from the provoca- 
trons they were continually giving him,. he knew how 
offenfive-to me any liberties of this fort would be.— 

And yet he muft own, that it was painful to him, 
who had youth and paffions to be allow’d for, as well 
as. others; and who had always valued himfelf upon 
Speaking his mind ; to curb hamfelf, under fuch treat- 
ment. Neverthelefs, his -confideration for me would. 
make him confine himfelf in his obfervations, to facts, 
{| that were too flagrant, and too openly avowed, to be 

- @ifputed. It could not therefore ju/fly diipleafe, he 
would venture to fay, if he made this natural infer- 
ence fron: the premifes, That if fuch were my father’s 
behaviour to a wife, who 7 data not the imaginary. 
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prerogative he was fo unprecedently fond. of afferting, 


what room had a daughter to hope, he would depart . 


from an authority he was fo earneft;.and fo much. 
more concern’d, to maintain? family-interefts at the 
fame time engaging ; an averfion, howeyer caufe- 
lefsly,conceived, ftimulating ; my, brother’s and fifter’s. 
refentments and felfith views co-operating; and my 
banifhment from. their prefence depriving me of all 
perfonal plea or. intreaty. in my own favour. || 


- How unhappy, my dear, that. there is. but, toe. 


much reafon for thefe obfervations, and for this infer- 
ence; made, likewife, with more coalnefs, and. res 
{pect to my family than one would have apprehended 


from a man fo much provok’d, and.of paffions. fo. 


high, and generally thought uscontroulable !—, 


‘Will you. not queftion me about throbs and. glows; | 


if, from fuch inftances of a command over.his fiery 
temper, for my fake, I am ready to infer, that were 
my friends capable of a reconciliation with him, he 
-might be affected by arguments. apparently calculated 
for his prefent and future.good? — : | 
He reprefented to me, that my prefent: difgraceful 
confinement was known to all the world: That nei- 


ther. my fifter nor. brother tcrupled to. reprefent .me 


as an obliged and favoured child, in a ftate of actual 
rebellion :+ That, neverthelefs, every-body who knew 


me. was ready to juflity me for an averfion to a man, . 
whom eycry-body thought utterly unworthy of mes and - 


more fit for my //fer :. ‘That unhappy as he.was, in not 


having been able to make any greater imprefhon upon - 


me in.his favour, all the world gave me to him :— 
-Nor was there but one objeétion made to him, by his 
very enemies (his birth, his fortunes, his profpedcts all 
unexceptionable, and the. latter fplendid) ; and that, 


he thank’d God,. and my example, .. was in a fair way. 
of being removed. for.ever: Since he had feen his: 
error, and was heartily: fick of the courfes he had fol-. 


low’d 5. which, however, were far lefsenoarmous than 
; . malice 
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malice and ‘envy had reprefented them to be. “But of : 
This he fhould fay the lefs,-as it were much better- 
to juftify himfelf by his actions, than by the moft fo-, 
lemn afleverations, and promifes: And then compli- 
menting my perfon, he affured me (for that he-always- 
loved virtue, altho’ he had not follow’d its rules, ‘as: 
he ought), that he was ftill more captivated -with the- 
graces of my mind: And would frankly own, that’ 
till he had the honour to know me, he had never met. 
with an inducement fufficient to enable him to over-: 
come an unhappy kind of prejudice to matrimony ; 
which had made him before impenetrable to the wifhes- 
and. recommendations of all his relations. © - + + 
‘-- You fee, my dear, he fcruples not to fpeak of him-. 


felf, as his enemies fpeak of him. I can’t fay, but: 


his opennefs in thefe particulars gives a credit to. his 
other profeffions. I fhould eafily, I think, ‘detect az‘ 
hypocrite: .And thts man particularly, wha is faid to 
have allowed himifelfin great liberties, were he to 
pretend to inftantaneous lights and ‘conviCctions—at* 
his time of life too: Habits, I am fenfible, are net 
fo eafily changed. You have always join’d with me! 
in remarking, that he will fpeak hts mind with free-* 
dom, even to a degree of-unpolitenefs fometimes ;: 
and that his very treatment of my family is a proof 
that he cannot make a mean court to any body for in- 
tereft fake.—What pity, where there are fuch lauda- 
ble traces, that they. fhould have been fo mited, and 
choaked up, as I may fay |+—- We have heard, that 
the man’s head is -better than his heart: But do you. 
really think Mr. Lovelace can have-a very bad heart ? 
Why fhould not there be fomething in d/oed in the 


‘human. ereature,- as well as in the ignobler animals? 


None of his-family are exceptionable— but himfelf, 
indeed. The Ladies characters are admirable. But I 
fhall incur the‘imputation I with te avoid. Yet what- 
a-look of cenforioufnefs does it carry, to take one to 
tafk for doing that juftice, and making thofe cha- . 

M-2 ritable 
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Titable ‘inferences in ‘favour of one particular perfon, 
which one ought without-{cruple:to do, and.to make, 
‘in the behalf of any other man living? = 


, He.then again prefs’d, that I would -receive a Jet- 
ter from’ his ane a weatice of offer’d protection. “He 
faid, -that people of birth ftood a little too much upon 
poe ; as people of virtue alfo did: (—But indeed 
sirth, .worthily liv’d up .to, was Virtue; Virtue, 
Birth; the inducements to a decent punctilio:the fame ; 
ithe origin of both, one ‘[How came this-nation from 


him {})—: -Elfe, his aunt would write tome: But fhe | 
.would be ‘willing :to be firft appris’d, that ‘her. offer 


-would be wel receiv’d—as it would have tlié appear- 
ance of being made againft the liking of. one-part of 
umy family ; and which nothing would induce. her to 
make, but the degree-of. unworthy perfecution which 
I pctcally abour'd under; ‘sad had further :reafon te 
gaat | ee eae a 
“ T told him, that, however greatly T thought my- 
{elf obliged to Lady Betty Lawrance,:if This offer 
came from herfelf; yet.it-was eafy:to fee to what it 
led. It might look like vanity-in me, -perhaps, to 
fay, That this urgency in him, on this occafion, -wore 
the face of art, in order to engage me into meafures 


I might not eafily extricate myfelf from. I faid, that ' 


I fhould not be affected by the fplendor of even :a 
Royal title. Goodnefs, I thought, was Greatnefs s 


‘That the excellent characters of the Ladies of his: 


family weigh’d more with-me, than the confidetation 
that they were half-fifters to Lord M. and daughters 
of an Earl: That he would not have found encou- 
ragement from me, had my friends been confenting tq 
his, addrefs, if he had'only a mere relative merit, to 
thofe, Ladies: Since, in that, cafe, the. very reafons 
that made me admire them, would have been fo many 
objections to their kinfman.. er 


‘[ then aflur’d“him, that it was with' infiriite con. 
cern, that I had found myfelf drawn into an epiftolary 
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.correfpondence with him ; efpecially fince that corre- 
fpondence had been prohibited :—<And the only agree- 
able ufe I could think of. making of. this- unexpected 
and undefired interview; was, to let him knew, 
that I. fhould from henceforth think myfelf obliged: 
to difcontinue it.. And-[‘hoped, that he would nc 
have the thought of engaging me to carry. it on, by 
menacing my. relations. | | Z 

There was light enough to diftinguifh, . that he 
looked very grave upon this. He fo much valued 
my free: choice,- he faid, and my wnbias’d favour 
({corning to fet himfelf upon a foot with Solmes, in 
the comipulfory methods ufed in that man’s behalf), 
that he fhould hate himfelf, were he capable of a view 
of intimidating me by fo very poor a method. Buty. 
neverthelefs, there were two things to be confider’d :: 
Firft, That. the continual outrages’ he was sero 
with}: the fpies fet over him, one of which he had: 
detected ; the indices all his family were likewilé 
treated'with.; as alfo;.myfelf, avowedly in malice tq 
him,. or he fhould not preftime to'take upon himfelf ’ 
‘to refent for me, without:my leave [The artful wretch’ | 
faw’ he- would have lain open here, had he not thus 

arded]: All thefe confiderations called upon him‘to 
Tew a proper refentment*: Afid he would leave it to> 
the to judge, whether it would be yeafonable for:him,. 
as aman of fpirit,.to bear fuch infults, if it were not’ 
for my fake. ‘I would be pleafed to confider;-in the: 
next place, whether: thé fituation I was im (a prifoner 
in my father’s houfe,.and my whole family deter-- 
mined to compel me to marry a.man unworthy cf. 
me; and that fpéedily, and whether I -confented or 
not) admitted of delay in the preventive meafures he 
was defirous to‘put me upon, in the laf refort only, - 
Nor was there a neceflity, he faid, ‘if I were a€tually 
in Lady Betty’s prote€tion, that I-fhould be his, if I 
fhould fee any thing objectible in ‘his conduct, after-- 
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. But what would the world conclude would be the 
end, I afked him, were I to throw myfelf into the 
protection of 4s friends, but that it was with fuch 2 
view? | . P ey 
And what lefs did the world think now, he afked, 
than that I was confined that I might not? You are to 
confider, Madam, you have not now an option; and 
to whom it is owing that you have not; and that you 
are in the power of thofe (Parents why fhould I call 
them?) who are determin’d, that you fhall ot have 
tin option. All I propofe is, that you witil embrace 
4uch a protection ;— but not till you have try’d every 
wvay, to avoid the neceffity for it. 7 

And give me leave ‘to fay, that if a correfpondence, 
on which I have founded all my hopes, is, at this 
critical conjunéture, ‘to be broken off; and if you 
are refolved not to be provided againft the worft ; it 
muft be plain to me, that you will at laft yield to 
“That worft— Worft to me only— It cannot be to 
you-—And then! (and he put his hand-clenched to his 
forehead) how fhall I bear the fuppofition '— Then 
will you be That Solmes’s !— But, by all that’s Sa- 
cred, neither he; nor your brother, nor your uncles, 
fhall enjoy their triumph :— Perdition feize my foul, 
if they thall ! | | : 

The man’s vehemence frighten’d me: Yet, in re- 
fentment, I would have left him; but, throwing 
himfelf at my feet again, Leave me not thus, I be- 
feech you, deareft Madam, leave me not thus, in 
defpair. I kneel not, repenting’ of what I have vow’d 
in fuch a cafe as That I have fuppofed. I re-vow it, 
at your feet !— And fo hedid. But think not it is 
by way of menace, or to intimidate you to favour me. 
if your heart inclines you [and then he arofe] to obey 
your father (your brother, rather), and to have Solmes, 
altho’ I fhall avenge myfelf on thofe who have infulted 
mre, for their infults‘to myfelf and family ; yet will I 
tear out my heart from This bofom (if poffible, with 


my 
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my own hands), were it to fcruple to give up its ar- 
dors to a woman capable of fuch a preference.. |» 

I told him,. that he talked to me in very high lan- 
guage ; but he mright affure himfelf, that I never would 
have Mr. Solmes (Yet that this I faid not in favour 
to him): And I had declared as much to my relations, 
were there not fuch a man as himfelf in the world. ? 

Would I declare, that I would ftill honour him 
with my .correfpondence ?— He could not bear, that, ' 
hoping to obtain greater inftances of my favour, he 
fhould: forfeit the only one he had to boaft of. 7 

I bid him forbear rafhnefs or refentment to any 
of my family, and 1 would, for fome time at leaft, 
till I faw what iffue my prefent trials were likely to 
have, proceed with a correfpondence, which,. never- 
thelefs,. my heart.condemned.— ~ : ia 

And his fpirit him, .the impatient creature faid, -in- 
terrupting me, for ‘bearing what he did; when he 
eonfidered,. that the neceflity of it was impofed upon: 
him; not by my will; for then he would bear it chear- 
fully,.and a thoufand times more; but by creatures— 
And there-he ftopp’d. | 

T told him plainly, that he might thank himfelf 
(whofe indifferent character, es to morals, had given: 
fuch.a handle againft him) for all. It was but juft, that 
a man fhould be fpoken evil of, who fet no value upon 


-his.own reputation... . | 


He offer’d to vindicate himfelf: But I told him,: I 
would judge him by his own rule—by his actions, not: 


_ by his profeffions.. 


Were not his: enemies, ‘he faid, fo powerful, and, 


. fo determined ; and had they not already fhewn their 
- intentions in fuch high aéts of even cruel compulfion ; 
. but would leave me to my choice, or to my defire of 


living fingle; he would have been content to undergo 


.a twelvemonth’s probation, or more: But he: was 
_ confident, that one month would either complete all 
“their purpofes, or render them abortive: And I beft: 


M 4 knew 
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Agnew what hopes I-had of my father’s receding :: He 
did nat know him, if Lhadany, 2°. sl. 
__ I faid, I would try every method, that either. my 
_duty or my influence upon any of them fhould fuggeft, 
before I wonld.put .myfelf_into.any other pretection. 
And, if nothing, elfe would do,, would refign. the 
enyied eftate 3 and that I dared to fay would. . 
He was contented, he faid, to abide that iflue. He 
fhould be far from wifhing me to embrace any other 
_proteétion, but, as he had frequently faid,. in the laft 
*neceffity... But, deareft creature, faid he, catching 
—my hand with ardor, and preffing it to his:lips, if.the 
’ yielding up that eftate will. do-— Refign.it;— aud be 
mine—And I will corroborate, with all my foul, your 


‘xefignation !—— This was not ungeneroufly faid, my . 


‘dear! But what will not thefe men fay to obtain 
belief, and a powervover one? . - : 
I made.many efforts to. go; .and now it was fo 
dark, that I began to have great apprehenfions-—~I 
cannot fay ea es behaviour : Indeed, he has.a ess 
deal raifed himfelf.in my opinion, by the perfonal re- 
{pect, even to reverence, which he paid me during 
' the whole conference: For altho’ he flam’d out ence, 
upon a fuppofition that Solmes. might fucceed, it was 
“upon a fuppofition that would excufe paflion, if any 
thing could, you know, in a man. pretending to Jove 
with fervor ; altho’ it was fo levell’d, that I could not 
avoid refenting it. i i, ee 
' He recommended himfelf to my favour at parting, 
with great earneftnefs, yet with as. great fubmiffion ; 
‘Not offering to condition any thing with me ;.altho’ 
he hinted his wifhes for another meeting: Which I 
forbid him ever attempting again in the fame place— 
And I'l] ownto.you, from whgm I fhould be really 
blameable to conceal any thing, that his arguments 
(drawn from the difgraceful treatment I meet with) 
of what I am to expeét, make me begin to apprehend, 
that I fhall be under an obligation to be either the one 
| man’s 


a 
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mian’s or the other’s— And if fo, I fancy T fhall, not | 
incur your blame, were I to fay, which of ‘the two: 
it aut be; You have faid, which it muft mot. be.- 
But, O my dear, the Single Life is by far the th ot 
eligible to me: Jndeed it ts.- And'I yet hope to ob-- 

tain‘the bleffing of making that option.; = 
I got back without ‘obfervation: But the dppre-- 
~henfion that I fhould not, gave. me: great uneafinefs ; : 
and made me begin my letter ina greater flutter than 
he gave me caufe. to be. in, .except at the firft feeing 
_ham ; for then, indeed,- my fpirits faited-me ; . and _it.. 
“was: a-particular felicity, that, in fuch a place, in fuch- 
: @ fright, -and-alone with him, -I fainted not away. -" 
-. L fhould-add,.. That*having- reproached ‘him with: 
his behaviour-the Jaf¥-Sunday at«church, he folemaly- 
. afured me, ‘That it‘was not: what had been™ repre-- 
fénted to me: That he.did not expec? to fee me theré : > 
-.But -hoped:to have an: opportunity to addrefs himfelf: 
.to my father; and to be permitted to attend him home. - 
-Bat that-the.good . Dr. Lewin: had perfnaded himnot: 
te attenmpt {peaking to any‘of the family, at that time ; 
obferving to him the emotions -his. prefence had put: 
-every-body in.. He intended no pride, or haughtinefs ~ 
of :behavieur; he-affured-me and that the attributing - 
fuch to him was tlhe effect of that ill-will which he - 
hhad the. mortification: to find infuperable:- Adding, » 
That when. he bowed to my mamma, .it was a.come- 
pliment he intended ‘generally to every one'in the pew, : 
-as well.as to bers .whom the fincerely-venerated:  __ 
_ I€he.mayvbe believed (and I fhould think he -would : 
‘pot .have.come purpofely to defy my: family, -yet ex- - 
pett oo elarguniny i one. may fee, my dear,. the. 
-foree-of hatred, whic mniirepre(eats all things :— Yet - 
‘why fhould Shorey (except officioufly to pleafe her prin- 
‘ipals) make-a report in his disfavour ? He told me, That : 
he would appeal to: Dr. Lewin for his juftification’on : 
_ dhis -head ; . adding, thatthe whole converfation::be- 
-them. turned upon: his defire to attempt to: re-- 
ae M5. concile 
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concile himfelf to us all, in the face of the Church ; 
and, upon the Doétor’s endeavouring to diffuade him 
from making fuch a public ‘overture, till he knew 
how it would be accepted. But, alas! I am. de- 
barred from feeing that good man, or any one whe 
-would advife me what to do in my prefent difficult 
ficuation |— | : 

I fancy, my dear, however, that there would hardly 


be a guilty perfon in the world, were each fu/pected - 


or accufed perfon to tell his or her own ftory, and be 
allowed any degree of credit. a 
I have written a very long letter. To be fo par- 


ticular as you require, in fubjeéts of converfation, i€ 


is impofible to be fhort. I will add to it only the 
aflurance,. That I am, and ever will be, 
Your affectionate and faithful 
Jriend and fervant, — . 
Cri. HARLOWE. 


You'll be-fo'good, my dear, as to remember, that 
the date of your latt-letter to:me, was the gth of 
. .. this inftant March. 


. LETTER XXxvi. | 
| Milfs Hows, To Mifs CrarissA HaRLOWE. 


7 Sunday, March 19. 


Beg your pardon, my deareft friend, for having 

:+ given you occafion to remind me of the date of 
-my laft. I was willing to have before meas much 
.of the workings of your wife relations as poffible; 
‘being verily perfuaded, that one fide or the other 
would have yielded by this time: And then, I fhould 
have had fome degree of certainty to found my 
obfervations upon. And .indeed, what can I write, 
that Ihave not already written ?— Yoy know, -that 
‘Ican do nothing but rave at your. ftupid perfecutors : 
oh And 
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Aind That you don’t like. I have advifed you to: re- 
‘fame your own eftate: That you won't dos You: 
‘eannot bear the thoughts of having their Solmes: 
And Lovelace ‘is refolved you fhail be his, let who 
will fay to the contrary. I think you .muft-be either 
the one man’s or the other’s.: Let us fee what their 
next ftep will be. As to Lovelace, while he tells 
cdhis own ftory ; having behaved fo handfomely on his 
intrufion in-the woodhoufe ; and intended fo well at’ 
Church ; who can fay, That the man is in the 2a/f 
blameworthy ? — Wicked people! to combine againtt 
fo. innocent aman 1— But,.as I faid, Let us fee what. 
‘their nex? ftep will be,.and what courfe you. will take 
‘pon it; and then we may be more inlighten’d. 

As to your change of ftyle to your uncles, and bro- 
ther,. and fies ince they were fo fond of attri-- 
buting to you a regard for Lovelace, and would not: 
be perfuaded:ito the contrary; and fince you only 
‘ftrengthened their arguments againft yourfelf by deny-- 
ing it; you did but juft as I would have done, in 

‘giving way to their fufpicions ; and trying what [hat 
' would do — But if— But if— Pray, my dear, . in-- 
dulge me a Iittle— You yourfelf think it was ne-- 
ceflary to apologize to me for that change of ftile to: 
them ——And till you will: fpeak out hike a friend: 
to her un-gueffion-able: friend; I muft teaze you a. 
little—Let it run, .therefore ; for it will run— : 

“Tf, then, there be not a reafon: for this change of | 
‘ftyle, which you ‘have not thought fit to give me, 
be fo good as to watch, ‘as I once before advifed you, | 
how the caufe for it will come on: Why fhoald it be 

permitted to fteal upon you,.and you know nothing | 
of the matter? | | 7 ° | 

When a perfon gets a great cold, he or fhe puzzles, . 
and ftudies, how it began; how he—the gor it: And. 
‘when that is accounted for, down he—fhe fits con- 
tented, and lets it have its courfe, or takes a fweat,. 

or the like, to get rid of it, -if it be very trouble- - 
oat -M-6 fome. 
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fame.—So, my. dear, :hefard the malady you wot.of, . 
yet, wat nat: of, grows fo importunate, as that-you_ 
rauft be obliged to fweat it:out, let me advife you to’ 
mind -how it comes on... For.J am. perfuaded, . a> 
fysely. as that: I.am.now writing to you, that their- 
Indi{creet. violence. on one..hand, and. his infinuating: 
addrefs an the other, i€:the:mam be: not a.greater.: 
fool than any body thinks him,. will effeCually bring 
it to This, and do.all his:work forhim. :. — - 
Bat let it— If it muft be Lovelace or Solmes, the . 
choice cannot-admit of debate.—Yet, if all be true: 
that is reported, I fhould’ prefer. almoft any. af your. 
other lovers.to cither ; unworthy. as they alo .are., But: 
who, indeed, can be worthy bf Mifs Clarifla Harlowe?. 
I wifh you don’t tax me.of harping. too much. upon. 
one ftring. I fhould, indeed, think myfelf. inex-. 
cufable fo to do.(the rather, as I.am. fo bold, as to. 
Imagine it is a point out of all doubt, from fifty places: 
in your letters,. were I to labour. the :proof ); if :you, 
would ingenuoufly own— ge MS aes een 
- Own. what? you'll fay. Why; my:Anna Howe, 
T hope, you don’t think, that I am already in love !-. 
_.No,. ta be fure! -How can your Anna Howe have 
fuch a thought ?—~ Love, tho’ fo /hort a word, has.a 
broad found with it. What then fhall we. call it? 
You.have.hdlp’d.me to a phrafe that has a merrower 
found with..it; but a pretty dread meaning, ‘never- 
thelefs ; A conditional kind of liking !— that’s it.—O 


my friend !. Did I not. know how much you defpile ° 


Prudery ; arid:that you are too young, and too level 
to be a Baie - . i | : 
_ But, avoiding fuch hard names, let me tell you one 
thing, .my dear (which neverthelefs. I have told you 
before). and that is This, That I fhall thiak I have 
rcafon to be. highly difpleafed with you, if; when you 
write to me, you endeavour te keep from me any 
Secret of your heart. . — oe th ! 
Let me add, That if you-would clearly and- ex- 
: plicitly 
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plicithy ell me, how far Lovelace sas, or has-not, a! 
hold. in your affeQions, I could better advife you what 
to.do, than-at psefent I can.. You, who are fo famed: 
fos prefcience,. as:I may call it, and than whom ‘no: 


young Lady. ever ‘had. ftronger pretenfions to a fhare of: 


it; have. had, no doubt, reafonings in your heart about 
him, ihppoling you were.to be one day his (No: 
) 


doubt but you have. had the: fame.in Solmes’s cafe:— 


Whence the ground for the hatred of the one; and 
of the.conditional liking of the aseed Will you tell 
me, .my dear, what you have thoug t of his deff and. 


of. bis wox/?.? — How far eligible for the fir/? ; how’ 


far rejedable for the Jaf ?— Then weighing both parts: 
in orpobte {cales, oe fall fee which Is likely to pre- 
ponderate ;. or rather which: dees preponderate. No- 
thing lefs: than the knowlege of the inmoft receffes of 
your heart, can. fatisfy my love and my friendfhip. 
Surely, you are not afraid. to traft yourfelf with a 
fecret of; this: nature: If you are, then you may the 
more allowably doubt me. But-I dare fay, you will 
not.own. either: Nor is there, I hope, caufe for 
either... 0. , | 

' Be .pleafed to obferve one thing, my dear, that 
whenever I have. given myfelf any of thofe airs of 
raillery, which have feem’d to make you look about: 
you. (when, likewife, your cafe may call for:amore 
ferious turn from a fympathizing friend), it hasnot been‘ 
upon thofe pafflages which are -written, tho’ perhaps 
not. imendrd, with fuch explicitnefs (don’t be alarm’dy 
my dear!) as leayes one little caufe of doubt: But 
only when you affe& referve; when you give new! 
words. for common things ;..when you come with 
your custofities, with your conditional likings, and witly 
pour Praspe-encits:.(mind how I fpell the word) i 


a cafe,.that with every other perfon defies all pru- 


dence-—- Overt-acts. ef treafon, all thefe againft the 
Sovereign friendfhip we have vowed. to ‘each’ other !— 
-. Remember, . that-you found me out. ina a 
ee ou 
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_ You challene’d me.. [owned dire&tly, that there was’. 


only my pride between the man and me; for I could 
not endure, I told you, to think it: in ‘the power of 
any fellow living to give me a moment’s uneafmefs. 


And then my man, as I have elfewhere faid, was not’ 
fuch a one -as yours: So'l had reafon to impute full 


as much to my own inconfideration, as to his power 
over me: Nay, more. But ftill more to yours. For 


you reafon’d me out of the curtofty firft; and when. 
the liking was brought to be conditional—Why then, . 


you know, I throbb’d ro more. about him. 


O! pray now, as you fay, now I have mentioned. 
that my fellow was not fuch a charming fellow as. 
yours, let Mifs Biddulph, Mifs Lloyd, Mifs Campion, 
and mre, have your opinion, how far Figdre ought to. 
‘engage us: With a view to your own cafe, how-. 
‘ever — Mind that — as Mr. T’ Antony fays — And. 


whether at all, if the man be vain of it; ftmee,'as 


‘you obferve ina former, that vanity is a /fop-/hort: 
pride in fuch a one, that would make one juftly doubt. 
the worthine/s of his interior. You, our pattern, fo- 
lovely in feature, fo graceful in perfon, have none éf: 
it; and have therefore with the be grace always held, . 


that it is not excufable even in a woman. | 


You muft know, that this fubjeét was warmly de-- 
bated among us in our laft converfation, and Mifs . 


Lioyd wifhed me to write to you apon it for your 


opinion ; to which, in every debated cafe; we always. 


defered. I hope you will not be fo much ingrofs’d 


by your more weighty cares, as not to have freedom 


of fpirits enough to enter upon the tafk. —You know 
how much we all admire your opinton on fuch topics; 
which ever produces fomething new and inftructive, 
as you handle the fubjects. And pray tell us, to 
what you think it owing, that your man feems fo 
careful to adorn that felf-adorned perfon of his; yet 
fo manages, that one cannot for one’s heart thmk him 
a coxcomb feet this queftion, and the above tafks, 

| divert, 


a re ee ee a cere 


Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 295 


divert, and not difpleafe you, my dear.—One fubje&, 
tho’ ever fo important, could never yet ingrofs your 
capacious mind. If they fhould difpleafe you, you 
mut recollect the many inftances of my impertinence, 
which you have forgiven, and then fay, This is a mad 
pirl :-— But-yet I love her !—And fhe is my own 
Anna Howe. 


LETTER XXXVIIL. | 
Mifs Cuarissa HARLOWE, To AG/s Howe. | 


| Monday, March 20.. 
Your lat fo fenfibly affects me, that I muft poft- 
pone every other confideration, however weighty, 

to. reply to it: And this I will-do very diftin@ly, and 


with all the opennefs of heart, which our mutual 
‘riendthip demands. | 


But let me obferve, in the firft place, gratefully 
obferve, That if I have in fifty pajfages of my letters 
pai you fuch.uadoubted proofs of my value for My. 

ovelace, that you have fpared me for the fake of my 
explicttne/s, it is acting by me with a generofity wor- 
thy of yourfelf. = | 

But lives the man, think you, who is fo very bad, 
‘that he does not give even a doubting mind reafon at 
ne time to be Setter pleafed with him, than at aa- 
ether ? And when that reafon offers, is it not juft to 


-exprefs one’s felf accordingly? I would do the man 


who. addreffes me as much ju/ffice, as if he did met 


.addrefs me: It has fuch a look of tyranny, it appears 


fo ungenerous, methinks, to ufe a man worfe for his 
-refpect to.one (no other caufe for difrefpec&t oc- 
curring), that I would not by any means be that per- 
fon who fhould do fo. * : } 
Bats altho’ I may intend no more than iuftice, it 
will, perhaps, be difficult to hinder thofe who know 
the man’s views, from conftruing it as i partial 
| _ aVOUr 
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favour: And. efpecially if the eager-ey’d-obferver 
has been. formerly touch’d -herfelf, ard would triumph 
that her. friend had been no.more able to efcape. thaa . 
1» Noble. minds,.-emulative of perfetion. (and 
yet-the. paflion,. properly dire&ed, I do not.take to be 
an. rn-perfection neither), may :be allow’d a. little gee 
nerousenvy, Ithink! © . ...: 

_ If-I meant by this a refleQtion,. by way of revenge,. 
itis but a revenge, .my dear, inthe foft fenfe of the 
word !|—TI love, as I have told you, your pleafantry— 
Altho’ at. the.time,. it. may pain one a little ; yet-on: 
recollection, when one feels:in the reproof more : of. 
the. castioning friend,- than of the fatirtming obferver,. 
an ingenuous mind will be.all ‘gratitude upon it.. Afl 
the bufinefs will be. This, I-fhall be fenfible of the 
pain in the prefent letter perhaps ;. but I fhall thank 
you in the next, .and ever after.. | 

In this way, 1 hope, my dear, -you will aecount for. 


a little of that fenfibility which you will find above,. 


and perhaps ftill more, as-I proceed.— You frequently 


remind me, ‘by. the def example, that I muft:not pare. 


you ! 


of this man,. that: has not been more. in his 
than in his favour.. Such zs the man, .that I think I- 


muft have been faulty,. and ought to take myfelf: ta. 


account, if I had not.: But if you think otherwife, F 
will not put. you upon labouring the iter La you: 

call it! My conduct: muft then have .a faulty. ap- 
pearance at leaft,- and I -will endeavour to redtify it. . 

But of this I affure you, That whatever interpretation:. 

my words were capable of,.I intended not any. referve 

to you. - I wrote my. heart, -at the timé s—If Lhad- 

_ had thoughts of . difguifing it, or-beeri ‘confcious, - that 
there was rea/on for doing fo; perhaps I liad-not gives 

you the opportunity of remarking upon my - cursofity: 
after his’ relations efteem for me nor upon my. cef- 

Lb firlt, 


I am net confcious, that J have written a thing 
‘difpraite 


| 
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firk, I believe I honeftly told you:at the time :. To : 

. that letter I therefore refer, whether it make for me,.. 
-or-agamft me: And by the other, that I might bear 
in-mind, what it became:a perfon of my fex-and cha- - 

rater to. be and to dé, in fuch:an.unhappy {ituation, 

where the imputed love. is thought an andutiful, and 

therefore a criminal, paffion; and where: the fup- 

pofed objeé of it is a man of faulty morals too. And 

Iam fure you will excufe my defire of appearing at 


' thofe umes the perfon I ought to be; had I no other 


View in it, but to merit the continuance of your good 


Opinon,. sy ; 3 
‘But that I may acquit myfelf of having referves—« 
O, my dear, I muft. here aah a 7 


LETTER XXXxIX. 
_» déifs Clarissa Hartowe, To Aéi/s Howe. 


Bove as a Munday, March 20. 
‘THs letter will account to you, my dear, for my’ 
abrupt breaking off in the anfwer I was writi 
to yours of yefterday; and which, poffibly, I 
not be able to finifh, and pee pte, till to-morrow or 
next. day; having a great to fay to the fubjects 
you-put to me init. What Iam now to give you 
are the particulars of another effort made by my 
friends, thro’. the good Mrs. Norton. . 
It feems they had fent to her yefterday, to be here 
this day, to take their inftruCtions, and to try what 
foe could do with me. It would, at leaft, I fuppofe 
they thought, have this effect; To render me inex- 
cufable with ber; or to.let der fee, that there was no 
room for the expoftulations fhe had often wanted to 
gnake in my favour to my mamma. a 
., The declaration, that my heart was free, afforded 
them.an argument to prove obftinacy and perverfe- 
nefs upon me; fince it could be nothing elfe that Be 
- vern' 
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vern’d me in my oppofition to.their wills, if I had no- 
particular efteem for another man: And now, that I 
have given them reafon (in order to obviate this argu- 


ment) to fuppofe that I Lave a preference to another, . 


they are refolved to carry their f{chemes into execution 


as foon as poffible. And in order to this, they fent. : 
. for This good woman, for whom they know I| have. 


even a filial regard: 


She found affembled: my papa and mamma, my’ 


‘brother and ‘fifter, my two uncles, and. my aunt 


vey. , — 
My brother acquainted her: with all that ltad pafled 


dince fhe was laft permitted to fee me; with. my let- 


ters avowing-my regard to Mr..Lovelace, as they al’ . 
interpreted them ; with the fubftance ef their anfwers. 


to them; and with their refolutions.." 
My mamma fpoke next; and delivered herfelf to 
this effect,.as the good woman told meafterwards : 


After reciting how many times I had been indulged. 
in my refufals of different gentlemen; and the pains: 


‘fhe had taken with me, to induce me te oblige my 


whole family, in one inftance out-of five or fix; and: 
miy. obftinacy upon it; O my goed Mrs. ‘Norton,: 
faid the dear Lady, could you ‘have thought, that my 
-Clariffa and your Clariffa-was capable of fo.determin’d: 
an oppofition to the will of parents fo indulgent to: 


her? But fee what you can do with her. ‘The mat- 


- ter is gone too far to be receded from, on our 


parts. Her papa had concluded every thing with Mr. 


‘Solmes, not: doubting her compliance. Such noble 
fettlements, Mrs. Norton,.and fuch advantages to the 


whole family!—In fhort, fhe has-it in her power fo 


‘lay an obligation upon us all. Mr; Solmes, knowing: 


‘fhe has-good principles, and hoping, by his patience 


now, and good treatment hereafter, to engage her 
gratitude, and by degrees her. love,.is willing to over-- 


‘look AN!— 


| [Overtoak 


| 
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[ Overlook all, my dear! Mr.Solmes to overlsck all! 
There’s a word !} , 

So, Mrs. Norton, tf you are convine’d, that it is 
a child’s duty to fubmit to her parents authority, in 


‘the moft important point-as well as in the leaft, I beg 


you'll try your influence over her: / havenone. Her 
‘papa has none: Her uncles neither. Altho’ it is her 
apparent intereft to oblige us All; for, on that con- 
dition, her grandfather’s eftate is not half of what,. 
living and dying, is purpos’d to be done for her. If 
any body can prevail with her, it is you; and I hope 
you will heartily enter upon this tafk with her. 

She afk’d, Whether fhe was permitted to expoftu- 
Jate with them upon the occafion, before fhe came 


“up to'me ? 


My arrogant brother told her, fhe was fent for to 
expoitulate with his //fer, and not with them. And 
This, Goody Norton [She is always.Goody with him !], 


oa may tell her, that matters are gone fo far with 


‘Mr. Solmes, that there is no going back !— Of con- 
fequence, no room for your expoftulation, or ers 
‘either. _ 
Be affured of This, Mrs Norton, faid my papa 
qn an angry tone, that we will not be baffled by her. 
‘We will not appear like fools in This matter, and as 
if we had no authority over our own daughter. We 
‘will not, in fhort, be bully’d out of our child by a 
‘curfed rake, who had like to have killed our only 
‘fon !—And fo fhe had better make a merit of her obe- 
‘dience : For comply fhe fhall, if I live; independent 
as fhe thinks my father’s indifcreet bounty hath made. 
her of me, her father. Indeed fince That, fre has ne- 
ver been what fhe was before. An unjuft bequeft !— 
And it is likely to profper accordingly !— But if fhe 
marry that vile Lovelace, I will litigate every fhilling 
with her: Tell her fo; and that the Will may be fet 
afide, and fAai/.— - ‘ ; S 

My uncles join’d, with equal heat’ = 

» ~ o , , My 
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My brother was violent in his declarations. 


_ My fifter. put in with vehemence, on the fame fide.- | 


My aunt sey was pleafed to fay, There was no. 
article fo proper for parents to govern-in, as'This of: 
marriage : And it was very fit, mine fhould be ob- 
ged. a ae 

Thus inftruted, the good woman‘ came up'to me.. 
She told me all-that had paffed ;. and was very earneft: 


with me to comply ; and fo much juftice did fhe to? — 


the tafk impofed upon her,. that F more than once 


thought, that her own opinion went. with theirs. But: _ 


when fhe faw: what an.immoveable averfion I-had to: 
the man, fhe lamented with me their determin’d re- 
folution: And then examin’d into the fincerity of my 
profeffion, that I would gladly. compound with them: 
by living fingle:. Of this being fatisfy’d, fhe was ‘fo- 
convine’d, that this offer (which would:exclude Love- 


lace effedtually) ought to be accepted, that:fhe would’ * 


~ go downy, altho” I told her, it was what I had tender’d- 
“over-and- over’ to no purpofe,, and. undertake to-be 
guaranty for meon'that fcore. 
She went accordingly ; but foon return’d in teass 5: 
being ufed harfhly for. urging this alternative :— They 
had-a: right. to’ my obedience upon their own terms, 
they faid: My propofal was an artifice, only to gain 
time; Nothing but marrying Mr. Solmes /bould do: 
They had told me fo before: They fhould not be at’ 
_reft till ie was done ; for they. knew what an intereft: 
Lovelace had in my heart’: I had as good.as own’d it: 
in-my letters to- my: uncles, and brother,. and fifter, 
altho’’I had moft difingenuoufly declared otherwife to: 
my mamma. I depended,. they faid, upon: therr in- 


dilgence, and my own power over them. Els ae - 


not. banifh’d'me their prefence, if they did not know’ 
that:theit: eonfidération for me was preater than mine, 
for them.. And’ they would be obey’d;- or 1 never. 
fhould' be reftor’d to-their favour, let the confequence. 
be what it: would.. | 


rs 
Lae 


a ae ee ae ae 
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My brother thought fit to tell the good woman, 


‘that her whining nonfenfe did but hardenme. There 


| was a perverfenefs, he faid, in-female minds, a Tra- 
| .gedy-pride, that would make a romantic young creas 


ture, fuch a one-as me, fifque any thing to obtain. 
pity. _ I was of an age, and a.turn (the infolent faid), 


‘to be fond of a lover-like diftrefs; And my grief (which 


fhe pleaded) would never break my heart; it would: 


| feoner break That of the beft and moft indulgent of 
1 mothers. -He added, That fhe might once more go 


' up to me: But that, if fhe prevailed net, he fhould: 
* :fufpe%, ‘that the, man they.all hated had found a way 


= 


» ae ai 
a 


to attach ‘ber to his-interelt. 


"*Every-body blam’d him for this unworthy reflec: 
tion ; which greatly affected the good woman. But. 
neverthelefs he faid, and no-body contradi€ted him, 
that if fhe could not prevail upon her fweet child (as it 


| feems fhe had fondly called me), fhe had beft withdraw 


waa . 


| a brother, as 


:| t@ her own home, and there tarry till fhe was fent. 


for ; and fo leave her fweet child to her father’s ma-, 
agement. ; 

- Sure no-body ever had fo infolent, fo hard-hearted 

i have! So much refignation to be ex- 

pected from me! So much arrogance, and to fo good 


| a-woman, and of fo fine an underftanding, to be al-. 
- lowed'in him! | | i 


“She neverthelef told him, that however fhe might 


° bé ridiculed for {peaking of the {weetnefs of my difpo- 


fition, fhe muft take upon her to fay, that there never - 


‘) was a fweeter in the fex: And that fhe had ever. 


" found, that by mild methods, and gentlenefs, I might - 
‘| at any, time be prevailed upon, even in, points againtt 
BS OP ae ott 


my own judgment and opinion, 
~My aunt Hervey hereupon faid, .it was, worth while: 
to reHect upon what Mrs. Norton faid;: .And that fhe: 
had fometimes. allowed berfef to doubt, whether I. 
had’ been begun with by fuch methgds as genetqus.’ 
tempers are only to be influenced by, in cafes yaks 
- Ir. 
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their hearts are fuppofed to be oppofite to the will of 
their friends. | ae , 
She had both my brother and fifter upon her for 
This: Who referr’d to my mamma, whether fhe 
had not treated me with an indulgence that had hardly 
any example? re Se 
My mamma faid, She muft own, that no indul- 
gence had been wanting from fer: But fhe muft 
needs fay, and-had often faid it, that the reception I 
met with on my-return from Mifs Howe, and the 
manner in which the propofal of Mr. Solmes: was 
made to me (which was fuch as left nothing-to my 
choice), and before.I had had an opportunity to con- 
verfe with him, were not what fhe had by any means 
‘approved of. 7 
She was filenc’d, you will guefs by whom,—with, 
My dear! my dear!—You have ever fomething to fay, 
fomething to palliate, for this rebel of a girl!— Re- 
member her treatment of you, of me!— Remember, 
that the wretch, whom we fo juftly hate, would not 
dare to perfift in his purpofes, but for her encourage- 
ment of Aim, and obftinacy to’ ws—— Mrs. Norton 
(angrily to her), go up to her once more—and if you 
think gentlenefs will do— you have a commiffion to 
be gentle. — If it won’t, never make ufe of that plea 
again. 7 ie 


_ Ay, my good woman, faid my mamma, try your: 


force with her. My fifter Hervey and I will go up 
to her, and bring her down in our hands, to receive 
her father’s bleffing, and affurances of every-body’s 
love, if fhe will be prevailed upon: And, in that cafe, 

we will all love you the better for your good offices. 
She came up to me, and repeated all thefe paflages 
with tears :——But, after what had pafled between us, 
.I told her, that fhe could not hope to prevail upon me 
to comply with meafures fo wholly my: brother’s ; and 
fo much to my averfion.—And then-folding me to her 
maternal befom, I leave you, my deareft Mifs, faid 
fhe ! 

-) 


7 
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| fhe!1—T leave you, becaufe I muf? /—But let me be- 


feech you to do nothing rafhly ; nothing unbecoming 


; your character. If all be true that is faid, Mr. Love- 
, lace cannot.deferve you. If you cax comply, re- 


memaber it is your.duty to comply. They take not, 


~ l-own, the right method with fo generous a fpirit. 


-re —~— i Sar 


But remember, that there would not be any merit in 
your compliance, if it were not to be againft your 
own will. Remember alfo, what is expected from a- 


, Chara@ter fo.extraordinary as yours: Remember, it’ 
| is in your power to unite or difunite your whole fa- 


mily for ever. Altho’ it fhould at prefent be difagree- 


. able to you to be thus compelled, your prudence, .L: 
, dare fay, when you confider the matter ferioufly, will 


ta - wta T'S 866] wee. TSN . 


enable you to get over all prejudices againft the one, 

and all prepofleffions in favour of theother: And 

then the obligation you will lay all your family un- 
der, will be not only meritorious in you, with regard 

to them, but in a few months, very probably, highly 
fatisfatory, as well as reputable, to yourfelf. 

: Confider,.my dear mamma Norton, faid I, only. 
confider, that it is not a {mall thing that is infifted 
upon; nor for a fhort duration: It is for my Life— 
Confider too, that all This is owing to an overbear- 
ing brother, who governs evety-body.' Confider how 
detfirous I am to oblige them, if a fingle life, and 
breaking all- correfpondence with the man they hate 
becaufe my brother hates him, would do it. 

I confider every-thing; my deareft Mins: And, add- 
ed to what I have faid, do you only confider, that if, 
by purfuing your. ew will, and rejeCting theirs, you 
jeould be unhappy, you will be deprived of all that 


-confolation which thofe have, who have been direéted 


their parents, altho’ the.event prove not anfwer- 

le to their wifhes. . | 4 

_ L auft-go, repeated fhe ;— your brother will fay 

(and fhe:wept), that I harden you by my whining non- 

fenfe. ’Tis indeed hard, that fo much regard oe : 
Re ¢ 
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be paid to the bumours of gne child; and fo little to 
the inclination of another. But let me repeat, that it 
is your duty to acquiefce, if you can acquiefce: Your 
father has given your brother’s {chemes /is fan@tion ; 
and they are now his. Mr, Lovelace, I doubt, is 
, not a man that will juftify your choice, fo much as 
he will their diflike. It is too eafy to fee that your 
brother has a view in difcrediting you with all your 


friends, with your uncles in particular: But for that . 


very reafon, you fhould comply, if poffible, in order 
to difconcert his ungeneropus meafures. I will pra 
for you; and that is all I can do for you. I mu 
now go down, and make a report, that you are re- 
folved never to have Mr. Solmes :-—Muft I1?— Con- 
fider, Mifs,—AZu/? I? tigen | 
_ Indeed you muft !— But of This I do affure you, 
that I will do nothing to difgrace the part you have 
had in my education. I will bear every-thing, that 
fhall be fhort of forcing my. hand into.4is, who never 
can have any fhare in my heart. I will. Ye by pa- 
tient duty, by humility, to overcome them... But.geath 
will I choofe, in any fhape, rather than That man. 

I dread to go down, faid fhe, with fo determin’d 
an anfwer: They will have no patience with me.— 
But let me leave you with one obfervation, which I 
beg of you always to bearin mind:—— =. 

_ © That perfons of prudence, and. ats arama 
©lents, like yours, feem to be fprinkled thro’ the 
© world, to give credit, by their example, to Religion 
‘and Virtue. When fuch perfons wilfully err, how 
‘great muft be the. fault! How ful to that 


© God, who bleffed them with fuch talents! What a 


© Jofs likewife to the world! What a wound toVirtue! 
‘ But this, I hope, will never be to be faid of Mifs 
© Clariffa Harlowe!’ see . | 

I could give her no anfwer, but by my tears. And 
I thought, when fhe went away, the better half of 
my heart went with her. a | | 
I liflened 
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~ T liftened to hear what reception fhe woul ‘nicet 


with below; and found it was juft fuch a one’as fhe 
“apprehended. * | ee 
-" PRill fhe, or will fhe not, be Mrs. Solmes ? None’ 


of-your whining circumlocutions, Mrs. Norton [—. 
( You'may guefs who faid this. )}— 7/7// the, or’ will, 


fhe xot, comply with her parents will ? 


_* ‘This cut fhort all fhe was going to fay. 


If 1 muff fpeak fo briefly, Mifs will fooner die, 
‘than have—° oe | | 
-Any-body but Lovelace! interrupted my brother— 


This, Madam, This, Sir, is your meek daughter! 


This is Mrs. Norton’s fweet child/— Well, Goody, 


You may return to your own habitation. ‘I am’ im- 


powered to forbid you to have any cortefpondence 


- with this perverfe girl, for a month to come, as you, 
“value the favour of our whole family, or of any indi-, 


- vidual of it.” ’ 


“And faying this, pa eiegead any-body, he kim-. 
Teif fhewed‘her to the ‘door—No doubt, with all that 
- ar of cruel infile; which the haughty Rich can put on, 


to'the unhappy f:ow, who have not pleafed them. 

“So here, Mifs, am I deprived of the advice of one 
~Of the moft prudent and confcientious women in the 
-world, were I to have ever fo much occafion for it. | 

I might, indeed, write, as I prefume, under your 


“over,” and re¢elve ber anfwers to.what I fhould write, 


‘But fhould fach a‘correfpondence be charged upon 
her, I know fhe would not be guilty of a falfhood for 
‘the world; nor even of an equivocation:’ And fhould 

fhe own it, after this prohibition, fhe would forfeit 


“my mamma’s favour for ever. . And in my dangerous 


fever, fome tithe ago, I engaged my mamma to pro- 
-mife'me, ‘that; if I ‘died before I could do any-thing’ for 
the good woman, fhe would fet her above want for th 
-reft of her ‘life; fhould her eyés fail her, or ficknelt 
-defal ‘her,’ and fhe coukl not provide for herfelf, as the 
now fo prettily does by her fine needleworks, &c. ~~” 
~ “Mor, I, N What 


What, meafures will. they fall upon next ?—. Will 
they not recede, when they find, that it muft be a 
rooted antipathy, and nothing elfe, that could. make 
a temper, not maturally inflexible, fo fturdy? 
 Adiey, my dear. he you happy !|—To dno that 


it is in your power to be fo, is, all that. feems wanting 


to make you fo, oe 
is gee at nn et Ci.. HARLOWE. 

| LETTER XL. 

Mf Crarrsa Hartowe, To Mi/s Howe. — 

[Jn continuation: of the’ fubject in Letter XXXVILI.] 
I WILL now, tho” midnight (for I have no. ficep 
t in my eyes), refume the fubject I was. forced .fo 
abruptly to quit ; and will obey yours, Mifs Lloyd’s,. 
Mifs Campion’s, and Mifs Biddulph’s call, with as much. 
temper as my divided thoughts will admit.. The.dead. 
ftillnefs of this folemn, hour will, I .hepe,. contribute 

to calm my difturbed mind. = wd st 

_ In order to acquit myfelf. of fo heavy a charge as. 
that of having referves to fo dear a friend, I will ac- 
knowlege (and I thought I had over and over), that 
it is owing to my particular fituation, if Mr. Love- 
Jace appearsto me ina tolerable light: And [ take upon 
me to fay, that had they oppofed.to him a.man. of 
fenfé, of virtue, of generofity ;, one who enjoy’d his 
fortune with credit; who had a tendernefs in bis na- 
ture for the calamities of others, which would, have 
given a moral affurance, that he would have been flill 
lefs wanting in pratefil returns to an.obliging {pirit :— 
Had they oppofed fuch.a man as this to Mr. Lovelace, 
dnd been as earneft to have me marry’d, as now they 
are,-I do not know myfelf, if they would have had rea- 
fon to tax me with that inyingible obftinacy. which 
they lay to my charge: And this, whatever had been the 
Figure of the man: Since the Heart ts what we women 
fhould judge by. in the chaice we make, as the beft 
oo. es 2 fecurity 
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fecurity-for the party’s good behaviour in évery relation 
oflife sae a 

But, fituated as I am, thus perfecuted, and driven; f 
own to you, that I have now and then had a little more 
difficulty than I wifh’d for, in pafling by Mr. Lovelace’s 
tolerable-qualities, to keep up my diflike to him for his 
others. as eats 

‘You fay, I muft have argued with myfelf in his 


' favour, and in his disfavour, on.a fuppofition, that I 


might pofibly be one day his. I own, that I have: 
And ¢hus called upon by my deareft friend, .I will. 
fet before you both parts of the argument, =. °° 

‘ And firkt what occurred to mein his favour. .- 
- At‘ his introduction into our family, his negative 
virtues were infifted upon :— ° He was no gamefter 3 
no fiorferacer ; no fox-hunter; no drinker: My 
poor aunt Hervey had, in confidence, given us to 
apprehend much ‘difagreeable evil, efpecially to a wife 
of. the leaft delicacy, from a wine-lover: And com: 
mon fenfe inftructed us, that Sobriety in a man, is no 
{mall point to be fecured,: when fo many mifchiefs 
happen daily: from excefs:' I remember, that my fifter _ 
made the moft of this favourable circumftance in his _ 
character, while fhe had any hopes of him. = 
. He was never thought to be a niggard: Not even 


‘angenerous: Nor, when his conduét camé to be in- 


quired into, an extravagant, or-fquanderer: His pride 
{fo far was it a laudable pride) fecured him from that. 
‘Then he was ever ready to own his errors: He was no 
jefter upon facred things : Poor Mr. Wyerley’s fault$ 
who feemed to think, that there was wit in faying bold 
things, which would fhock a ferious mind. His con- 
verfation with us was always unexceptionable; even 
chaflly: fo; which, be his actions what they’ would, 
‘fhew’d him capable of being influenc’d by decent com- 
pany ; and that ‘he might probably therefore be a led 
man, rather than a leader, in other. And one late 
inftance, fo tate as laft ce evening, has mies 
a ie 2 im 
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him ‘not a ‘little:in my-opinion, with repard'to this 
pe of good (and, at the fame time, of men) bes 
haviour. 
- As to the giveniase ‘of birth, that‘ is of his: fides 
_ gbove any man who has-been found out-for me: If 
Xve may judge by that expreffion of his, which you 
was sae with at the time; § That upon true qua 
© lity, and heredttary diftinétion, if good’ fenfe were 
© not wanting, honour fat as eafy as his glove:’ - “That, 
with as familiar an air, was'hts familiar expreffion 3 
€ while none but the profperousupftart, MusHROOM’D 
¢ into rank (another ‘of his peculiars) was arrogantly 
© proud of it.’’ If, 1 fay, we may judge of him: b 
this, we fhall eonclade i in his favour, that he-kriews 
what fort of behaviour’is to be expected from perfons 
of Birth, whether he act up to it or not. . Wonnieron 
is half way to amendment. 
His fortunes in poffeffion are hand lone: int episelgs 
tion, {plendid : So nothing need be faid' on that fubjeét 
But it is impoffible, fay fome, that he fhould. make 
atender or kind hufband. TThofe who are for: im- 
pofing upon me fuch aman as Mr.:Solmes, and by 
methods fo violent, are not intitled to make this ob-. 
jection: But now, on this fubjeé&t, let me tell you 
how I have argued with myfelf— For ftill you muft 
remember, that I am upon the extenuating part ot 
his character. 
_ A great deal of the treatment a wife may — 
from him, will, pofibly, depend upon herfelf. - Per- 
haps fhe muft pradiife, as well as promife, obedience 
toa man fo little ufed to controul ;. and: muft be care- 
ful to oblige. And what hufband expects not-this ?— 
‘The more, perhaps, if be -has net reafon to-affure 
-himfelf of the -preferable love of. his wife,’ before fhe 
became: fuch. «And how much: eafier -and pleafanter 
to a?) the man of her choice, if he fhould be -even 
‘unreafonable fometimes, than one fhe would not have 
had, could: fie -have avoided it? ‘Then, I think, as 


af-he be fuch a one. Se ee ee eee 
_ iv. dntbefe lights when Lhave thought of him (and that 
a8 aman of fente he will Sooner fee. his enrars, shan an- 
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the men were the.framers of the matrimonial office, 
aod made..cbedience a part of the woman’s vow, fhe 
ought -not,, even in fioltcy, to fhew him, that fhe cam 
break thre’ ber partiof the contract, however lightly 
fhe may thiak.of the inftance.; left he fhould take is 
into his-head (himfelf ts judge) to think as lightly of 
ather points, which yhe may hold more important. But 
indeed no point, fo folemnly vow’d, can be flight. 

- Thus principled, and aéfing. accordingly, what a 
wretch. maft that hufband:be, who could treat fuch a 
wife brutally: !|— Will Lovelace’s. wife be the only 
perfoa,:te whom he will not pay. the grateful debt of 
civility-aad good-manners? He is allow’d to be brave: 
Who; ever knew. a brave,man, if a.man of fexfe, an 
univerfally. bafe man?. And how much the gentle- 
nefg of fex, and the manner of. our training-up and 
education, make us need the protection of the brave, 
and the countenance of. the generous, let the general 


| ‘@pprobation which we are all fo naturally inclin’d to - 
give-taimen of that. character, seal - a 


~:. At wort, . will he confine me prifoner to my cham- 
ber? Will he deny. me the vifits of my. deareft friend, 
and forbid me to correfpond with her!. Will he take 
from.me:the Miftrefly management, which:I had. not 
faulily difcharged? Will he feta fervant over me, with 
licence to infult me?, Will he,..as he has not.a /ifers 
permit his coufins Montague, or would either of thofe 
Ladies accept of a permiftion, to infultand tyrannize over 
me?f—It cannot be. Why then, think I often, do-you 
temptme, O my cruel friends, to try thedifference?.. - 
And then has the fecret:pleafure intruded itfelf, to.be 
able to: seclaim fuch:a.man to the paths of virtue and 
honours Te be a./econdary means,-if I were to be 


tis of faving. him,.and. preventing-the mifchiefs fo 


esterprifing a creature might otherwile be guilty of, 


3 other), 
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other), Lown to.you, thatI have had fome difficulty to 
avoid taking the path they fo wviolently:endeavour to 
make-me. fhun: . And all that command..of my 
paons, . which has. ébean. attributed 40°-mey<as:my - 
preateft praife, and, in::fo:young a creature;:.as: my 
diftinion, | has hardly been fufficient for me... - 
.: And Jet ime add, that: the favour of his relations (al 
but himfelf unexceptionable)} has made.a-gaod deal of 
additional weight, .thrown into the fame fegle. 
But mew, in his disfavaur. ::When.I have reflected 
Bhan the prohibition of my parents: - The. gtddy iap- 
pearance, difaraceful ta fex, that fuch.:a preference 
_ awould have :: That there. is ‘no maamner-of: Libeliaood, 
inflam’d by the rencounter, and. upheld by-:art- antl 
ambition:on my brother’s fide, that ever. the:animofity 
‘will be got over + That I: nah therefore .be. at per- 
ee varianee: with. all my own: family :..Mndt go-to 
Aim, and to dis, as:an obliged, and halfeortyar'd perfom: 
‘Lhat:-bis averfon to them: alls is as: ftreng;; 9s.theirs 
tohim; That his whole are “hated: for his: fake 3 
they hating ours. in return: ihe has‘a ory: 1m- 
moral character as:to our {ex : Phat knowing iS, at 
is a high degree of impurity, to think of joining im 
‘wedlock with fuch aman: That he is young, ‘un 
“broken, his paffions unfubdued: That he is violent 
ux. his.temper;. yet artful;. 2 am .afranb: vindiGiive 
too: That fuch an hufband might unfettle inte am all 
my own principles, and hazard“my: fataré: hopes : 
That his own relations, two excellent aunts, and an 
uncle, from whom hé has fuch large expectations, 
‘have no influence upon him: That: what« tolerable 
. qualities -he has, are. founded more: in’ pridethan: ‘in 
virtue: That allowing, ashe does,-:the exveltency 
‘of. Moral. Precepts,> and - believing they doctrine:-of 
' future ‘Rewards and :Punithments,: he‘:can : live: as 
if he defpis’d the one, and 'defy'd the ‘other: “Phe 
_ probability that’ the. taint .a ' from. -fuch:-free 
Principles. -may- go: own into: the manners: of po- 
. fterity : 
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fterity: ‘That I knowmg thefe things, and the im- 
portance of them, fhould be more inexcufable thah 
one who knows them not; fmce an error againft 
judgment, -is worfe, infinitely worfe, than an ertor 1% 
Judgment’: Reflecting upon thefe things,: Fcannut 
help conjuring’ you, my dear, to pray. with me,’ and 
to priy for me, that I may not be pufh’d upon fuch 
tndifcreet meafures, as will render me inexcufable fo 
myfelf: For that is the teft, after all; the world’s opi- 
‘nion ought to be but a fecondary confidetation. ‘| 
1] have faid, in his praife, that he is extremely ready 
to own his errors: But I have fometimes made. great 
.dvawback upom this article, ‘in’ his disfavour ; poe 
‘been ready to apprehend, that this ingenuity may pof- 
fibly be attributable to two caufes, neither of them, by 
any means, creditable to him. The one, that his vicés 


-are fo: much his mafters, that he attempts not to cori- 
‘eprer them ;° the other, that he may think it policy, 
‘to pive up one half of his character, to fave the other, 
“when: the whele may be blameable:' By this means, 
‘filencing ‘by acknowlegement the objeétions he can- 
‘not anfwer; which may give him the. praife of in- 
“genuontfnefs, when he can obtain no other; and 


‘when the challeng’d proof might bring out, upon dif- 


‘cuffion, other evils. Thefe, you'll allow, are fevere 


conftructians ;.. but.every-thing his enemies fay of him. 


-€ammot be falfe. 
"I will proceed. by and by. 


Z SoMETIMES we have both thought him one of the: 


moft.undefigning merely witty men we ever knew; 


--a¢ other times one of the deepeft creatures we. ever 
-convers’d with. So that, when in one vifit,. we have 
“Imagjn’d we fathom’d him, inthe next, he has made 


“us ready to give him up as impenetrable. “This, my 


 dear,.is to.be put among the fhades in his charafer.— 


- Yet, upon.the whole, you- have-been fo. far ‘of his: 
RPE 8 et N: 4 party, 
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party, that you have contefted, that. his a ea fault 
‘is over-franknefs, and too much. regardlef{nefs of ap- 
pearances, and that he is too dy to be very artful : 
.¥ ou would have it, that at tbe time hg fays any thing 
£90, he means what he {peaks , That his variablenefs 
and levity are conftitutional, owing,to found health, and 
‘to a foul and body, that. was your, obfexvation, fitted 
‘for, and pleafed with, eachother. And hence you 
concluded, that: could this confentaneoufne/s, as you 
call’d it, of corporal and animal faculties, be. “pointed 
by dilcretion 5 that. is to fay, could his. vivacity be 
Sonfined within .the pale.of but obligations ;,. he 
‘Dr lifes ibe. or from ing. iretble as. 4, companion 
or life. 

But I ufed then to fay, ‘and f fill'am of opinion, 
that he wants a, beart: And if he does,: he wants 
“every- thing... A wrong bead may | be convine’d, may 
ave a right turn giver it: But who js able to ‘give a 

Barts, Ft a heart be wanting? Divine ,Grace,.,work- 
"ing a.mixacle, or‘next to-a miracle, .can. only change 
‘a bad heart. Should, not one fly the man who. is but 

_[ufpected of fych a one ?—What, O what, do parents 

do, when they precipitate a child, and make her 
‘think better than fhe would otherwife think of 2 
Than, of .an. indifferent character, iN, order tg, avoid 
“another that j is odious to her ! 

[have faid, that I think him vindidiive: Upon my 
word, [ have fometimes doubted, whether his per- 
Severance in his addreffcs to me; has not’ been the 
more obftinate, fince he has found himfelf fo dif- 
ee to -my friends. . From that..time,; L. verily 

ink he has been more fervent in them ;_ yet. COUrTS 
‘them not; but fets them at defiance. F ‘or this, in- 
“deed, he pleads difintereftednefs (L am fure he. cannat 
‘politenefs) and the more plaufibly, as he is apprized 
_of the ability they have to make it worth his while to 
‘court them. ’T'is true, he has declared, and with 

‘too much reafon, or there would be.no. endgang 


é 
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‘him, that the Joweft falimiffidns on his part, would 
‘not be accepted ;-and to oblige’ me, -has offered to 
eo a reéonciliatios: with them; if I would pive ‘hina 
hope of fuccefs. As to his behaviour at church; the 
Sunday. before laft, I-lay no-ftrefs upon that, becaufe 
doubt there was ‘too: much outward pride in his in« 
tentional humility, or Shorey, who is hot‘his: enemys 
could not have miftaken it. 

- I. do net think him fo deeply learn’ din human: Na- 
ture, or in Ethics, - as fome-have thought him. Don’t 
you remember how he ftared, at the following trite 
obfervations, -which . every - moralift could have 
furnifh’d him with? Complaining, -as-he did, in a 
half-menacing ftrain, of the obloquies raifed againft 
him— ¢‘ That if -he were innocent, he fhould defpife 
£ the obloquy : If not, revenge would’ not wipe off 
© his guilt.” ¢ That nobody ever thought of turning 
S a fword into a fponge!’ * That. it was in his own 
“power, by reformation.of an error laid to his charge 
© by an enemy, to make that enemy one of his beft 
‘ friends ; and (which was the noble(t revenge in the 
© world). againf? bis will; fince an enemy would not 
< 44 /h him to be without the faults he taxed him with.’ 

‘But the intention, he faid, wasthe wound. _—_; 

‘How fo, I afk’d him, when That cannot wound 
vittiout the application ? * That the. adverfary only 
¢ held the fword: He himfelf pointed-it to his breaft ?— 
‘And why fhould he refent mortally that malice, 
“which he might be the better for, as long as he 
‘ lived. ?? — What could be the reading he. has been‘ 
faid. to be matter of, to wonder, as he did ‘at thett: 
obfervations ! : hg 

But, indeed, he mutt take siesiine 4 in revenge; 
and yet holds others to be inexcufable for the fame: 
fault.— He is not, however, the only one who can 
fee how truly blameable thofe errors are in anothers: | 
belgie they hardly think fuch in. themfelves. | ty 

From thefe configerations ; 3’ Exon: ‘thefe oy -bae 

5 lances 3 


v 
~ 
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dances; it was, that I faid, in a former, that T-would 

mot ‘be in -Love-with this man for the world ; And 

. Rete going further.than prudence would warrant, 
hen I was for: compounding with you, by the words 

gondivional Jiking 5 which you fo huimeroully rally: 

»¢, Well but, ‘methinks. thee ilnae ‘all ¢his:to the 
purpote ? Fhis-ts ftill but ning: But, iftyou are 
an Love, you are: And Love, like the vapours, is 
the deeper rooted for having no: fufficient caufe affign- 
able for.its hold. - And fo you. call: seen se ma 
to have zo referves, ‘and fo-forth.” 

> Why then, my-dear, if you veil have Pe think, 
thay -with. all ‘his preporiderating faults, I bke him bee 
ter than J ever thought I thould like hin ;* arid; ‘ thofe 
faults confider’d, better perhaps than I ought to hike 
him. And, I believe, i it is poffible for the ‘perfecution 

T labour under: to induce me-to like him {til more :— 
Efpecially. while I can recolle& to: his advantage’ our 
Jaft interview, and as every ‘day produces ftronger in- 
ftances of tyranny, Iwill call it -orn the other fide.— 
In a word, I will frankly own. (finee -you eanrot 
think any thing I fay too explicite), that were he now 
but a moral: man, * would prefer him to all the men 
L ever faw.. 

1. So that This is but conditional liking fil, you'll 
fay.~—-Nor, T-hope, is it more. I never wasin Love’; 
and. whether This: be: it, or not, I muft fubmit to 
you s—But will venture to‘ think it, if it be, “no fach 
mighty monarch, no fuch unconquerable power, as I 
have heard it repreferited ; and it. muft have met with 
greater encouragemerits than I think-1 have--given it, 
tobe fo irrefiffible :-— Since I am perfuaded, : ‘that I 
could: yet, ‘without: a throb, moft waneey give up 
the: ene franto pet rd ‘of. the other. 1° 

“ Bet now’ to be a little more ferious with you: If 
iny dear; my- particularly unhappy fituation had: driven 

(or kd me; if you: forme into a hiking: of the man; 
and-if that Kking: bad ‘in in your opinion, ‘inclined me 

te 
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to the other Z, fhould yox, whofe mind is fufceptible. 

“of the moft friendly impreffions; who have fuch high. 

‘notions of the delicacy of fex ;-and who actually de en- 

-ter fo deeply into the diftrefies of one you love; fhould. 

"you have: puflred fo far- that wohappy friend on fo very 

! “nice a fubject ?——Efpeciallys when [aimed not (as you 

| ‘could prove by fifty inftances, it feems), to. guard. 

|  — -againft being found out. Had you. raillied me by 

word of mouth in the manner you do, it might have 

‘been more in charater ; efpecially, if your friend’s 

diftrefies had been furmounted ;. and if fhe had af- 

fe€téd. Prudith. airs-in revolving the fubje&t: But to. 

&it dewn to write it, as methinks I fee'you,. with a. 

adden’d eye, and with all the archnefs of exultation—» 

: dndeed my. dear {and I take notice of.it, rather for the 

fake of your own generofity,. than for-my fake; for,, 

as I have faid; TI love your raillery) it is not fo very 

. pretty ;° the delicacy of the fubject, and the delicacy: 
| of your own mind, confider’d. 5 © Hee 

| "I lay down my pen, here, that you may confider. 
3 of-it.a little, if you pleafe. 7 


I Resumz;:¢o give you my opinion of the force. 
‘which figure or perfon ought to have upon our fex.: 
And this I fhall. do: both generally, and° particularly, , 
as to this man: Whence you will be able to colle&. 

how far my friends are in the right, or in.the wrong, . 
when they attribute a good deal of prejidice in favour 
of one man, and in disfavour of the athers. on the- 
fcore of figure. But, firft, let me obferve, That they: 
fee abundant reafon, on comparing Mr. Lovelace and: 
Mr. Solmes together, to believe that this may. be.a conr 
fideration with me ; and therefore they believe itis. 

There is certainly fomething very plaufible and aty- 
tractive, as well as creditable. to a woman’s choice,. 
in figure. It gives a favourable impreffion at firft. 
fight, in which one wifhes to: be confirm’d: And ify. 
apon further acquaintance, Pe find reafon { to. be,. 
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we are pleated with our own judgment, and like the 
_perfon the better, for. having given us caufe to come 
pliment our own fagacity, .in our firft-fighted im- 
prefions. But, neverthelefs, it has been generally a rule 
“with me, to fu‘peét a fine figure, both:in man and wo- 
‘man ; and | have had a,good deal of xeafon to approve 
my rule. With regard to wren efpecially ;. who ought 
to value themfelves rather upon their intelleQual than 
perfonal qualities. For, as to.our fex, if a fine wo- 
man fhould be led by the opinion of the world, to 
de- vain and conceited upon her form and features; — 
and that to fuch a degreey, as to have neglected the 
more. material’ and more.durable recommendations 
the world will be ready to excufe her ;. ince a pretty 
fool, in all fhe fays, and in all the does, will pleafe, 
we know not why. a Mae ae 
_ But who would grudge this pretty fool ber fhort 

day! Since, with her fummer’s fun, when her. but- 
terfly-flutters are over, and. the winter. of, age and. 
furrows arrives, fhe will feel the jult-effedts of hav-. 
ing neglected to cultivate her better faculties ; :for. 
then, like another Helen, fhe will bé unable to bear 
the reflection even of her own glafs; and. being fank 

into the infignificance of a. mere old waman; fhe will 

be intitled to the contempts which follow: that: cha- 

raCtcr, While the difcreet matron, who -carries.up {we - 
will not, in fugh a one’s. cafe, fay down) into. ad- . 
yanced life, the ever-amiable charagter. of, virtuous 
prudence, .and’ ufeful experience, finds folid vene- 
ration take plact .of .airy admijration, and more than. 
fupely the want of it. 


.,-But for aman to be vain of his perfon,. how ef- . 
feminate ?. If fuch a one has genius, it feldom ftrikes 
deep into intellectual fubjects. . His -outfide. ufually 
runs away with him... To adorn, and, perhaps, zz 
tending to'adorn, to render. ridiculous, ,that .perfon, 
takes up all his attention. All. he does is. perfoxal 3 
that is to fay, for, himfclf: All. he admiges,, és hime 


felt ; 


a 


Satter; and, of confequence, becomes the fcorn of 
one fex, and the jefe of the other, © = 


‘gay dreffers of men: Whence it is, that 
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$+. And. in fpite of the corrections of the flage, 


which fo often, and fo juftty expofes a coxcomb, ' he 
generally dwindles down, .and finks into that cha- 


{ 


This is gerierally the cafe of your fine abe ang! 

i repeat, 
that mere perfon ina man, is a defpicable confideration. 
But if a man, Jdefides figure, has learning, and fuch 


“talents, as would have diftinguih’d him, whatever 


‘were his form; then indeed perfon is an addition: 
And if he has not. run too egregioufly into felf-ad- 
‘miration ; ‘and if he has préferved his morals, he is, 
truly a-valuable being. _ oo 

Mr. Lovelace has certainly tafte ;. and, as far as I 
am able to determine, he has judgment in moft of 
the politer arts. But altho’ he has a humorous way of . 
carrying it off, yet one may fec, that he values him- 


Yel not a little, both on his-perfon and his parts, and 
even upon his drefs ; -and-yet he has‘fo happy an eafe 


in.the latter, -that it feems to-be the leaft part of his _ 
ftudy. And as to the former, I fhould hold myfelf ine 
excufable, if I were to add to his vanity by fhewing 
the leaft-regard for what is too evidently fo much his. 
_ And ‘now, nry dear, let me afk you; Have I come 
up: to your expectition?- If Ehave not, when my 
mind is more at eafe, J will endeavour to pleafe you | 
better.. For, methinks, my fentences diag ; my tyle 
creeps; my iniagination is funk ; my {pirit ferves me 
not; only to tell-you, That whether I have little or . 
much, it is all devoted to the commands of my dear 
Mils Howe.’ : Ci. HARLOwWE, 
pat ie Pofeript 0 
. Ihe infolent Betty Barnes has juft now fired me 
anew, by =-reporting to me the following expreffions . 
of the hidgous-creature, Solmes—- ¢ That he js /ure of 
* the coy girl; and that with little labour to himéelf.’ 
¢ That-be Lever fo averfe to him beforehand, he can 
- depend 


2k 
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¢ depend upon my principles; and it will be a pleafure 
‘ to him to fee by what pe degrees I fhall come-to.’ 
.{—Horrid wretch !] * That it was Sir Oliver’s obfer- 
* vation, : who knew the’ world perfectly well, ‘that 
- Fear was a better fecurity than Leve, for 2 woman’s 
* good behayiour to her hufband ;. altho’, for his part, 
“to fuch a fine creature, he would try what Love 
‘© would do; for a few weeks at leaft: Being unwilling 
© to believe what the old Knight ufed to averr, That 
€ fondnefs fpoils more wives than it makes ‘good.’ “ 
~ What think you, my dear of fuch a wretch as this! 
‘tutor’d, too, -by that-old furly Aft/ogyni/?, as he was 
deemed, Sir Oliver?— . > a 


LETTER XLII. cs 
Mif; CuarissA Hantowe, To AG/s Hower. 


as _ Luefday, March 21. 
H°? W willingly would my dear mamma fhew 
kindnefs to me, ‘were fhe permitted! None’ of 


this perfecution fhould I labour under, I am fure, if: 


that regard were paid to her prudence and fine under- 
ftending, which they fo well deferve. Whether owe- 
ing tu her, or to my aunt, or to both, that a new trial 
was to be made upon me, I cannot tell; but this 
morning her Shorey deliver’d into my hand the fol- 
lowing condefcending letter, = 8 
My dear girl, se 

OR fol muft ftill call you; fince dear you:may be 
# to me, in every fenfe of the word— We have 
taken into particular confideration, fome hints that fell. 
yefterday from your good Norton, as if we had not, 
at Mr. Solmes’s firft application, treated you with 
that condefcenfion, wherewith we have in all other 
inftances treated you. If it had been fo, my dear, you 
were not excufable to be wanting in your” part, and 
to fet yourfelf to oppofe.your father’s will in a point 


he had enter’d too far into, te recede with honour, 


But 


1 ts 
as 
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‘But all yet may be well, On your fingle will, my 
‘child; depends all our prefent happinefs!— = 


, Your father permits me to tell you, that if you now 
‘at laft: comply with’ ‘his expeAtations, all paft dif- 
obligations fal be bury’d in oblivion, as if they had 
never been’: But withal, that this is the laft time that 
that grace will be offer’d you. 

‘L hinted to you,’ you muft remember, that patterns 
of the richeft’ filks were fent. for. They are come’: 
And as‘ they are come, your papa, to fhew how much 
he is detetmin’d, ‘will ‘have me fend them up to you. 
Z could have with’d they might not have accompany’d 
this letter— But there is no great matter in that. I 
muft tell-you, that your delicacy is not to be guite fo 
much regarded, as I hatt once thought it deferved to be. 

Thefe ‘are the neweft, as well as richeft, that we 
could procure; anfwerable to our’ ftation in the 
world; anfwerable to the fortune, additional td your 
grandfather's eftate, defigned you; and to the noble 
fettlements agreed upon, lt 
' Your papa intends you fix fuits (three of them 
drefs’d) at his own expence. You have an intire new 
{uit ; and one befides, which I think you never wor¢ 
but twice. As the new fuit is rich, if you chufe to 
make That one of the fix, your papa, will prefent 
you with an hundred guineasinlieue = ===, 

Mr. Solmes intends to prefent you with a fet of 
jewels. As you have your grandmother’s and your 
own, if you choofe to have the former new-fet and 
to make them ferve, his prefent will be made in 
mony ;' 4 very round fum — which will be given in 
full property to yourfelf; befides a fine’ anntal al- 
Fowance for pin-thoney, as it is called. So that your 
dbjeCtion apainft the fpirit of ‘a man you think worfe | 
of than he deferves, will have no weight ,; but you 
will be more independent than a wife of lefs difcretion 


‘than we attribute to you, pernere ought tobe. You 


Enow ‘ull well, that F; who firft and laft nee . 
ee: 5 a 
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full larger fortune into the family, than you will carry 
to Mr. Solmes, had not a.provifion made me of near 
This, that we have made bor you..— Where. people 
“marty to their liking, terms are the leaft things ftoad 
upon. Yet fhould I be forry if you cannot, to oblige 
‘us all, overcome a difike. - 9. 9... 
‘Wonder not, Clary, that I write to you thus plainly 
and freely upon this fubject. Your behaviour hitherto 
has been fuch, that. we have had no opportunity of 
‘entering minutely. into the fubject with you. Yet, 
‘after all that has paffed betweeh you and me in con+ 
‘verfation, and between you and your uncles by letter, 
‘you have no room to doubt what is to be the con- 
fequence. — Either, child, we muft give up: our au- 
thority, or you your humour. You cannot expect 


the one: We have all the reafon in the world to ex-. 


pect the other. You know I have ape more 
than once, that you mutft refolve to have Mr. Solmes, 
or never to be looked upon to be our child. — 

The draught of the fettlements you may fee when- 
ever you will, We think there can be no room for 
objection to any of the articles. “There 1s ftill more 
in them in our family’s favour, than was ftipulated at 
firft, when your aunt talk’d of them to you. More fo, 
indeed, than we could have afk’d.. If, upon perufal 
of them, you thmk any alteration neceflary, it fhall be 
made.— Do, my dear girl, fend to me within this day 
or two, or rather a/k me, for the perufal of them... - 


‘ As a certain perfon’s appearance at church fo lately, 


and what he gives out every-where, make us ex- 
tremely uneafy, and as that uneafinefs will continue 


while you are fingle, you :muft not wonder that a 


fhort ‘day is intended.” ee we defign: 


it to be, ‘if ‘you have‘tio objection to make, that I; 


" fall approve of.” But, if you determine as ‘we would, 
have you, and fignify it'to us, we fhall not fland with 


you fer a week-or fo, © 


~ Your fightinefs-of perfon; may perhaps make fome, 


- 
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think this. alliance difparaging. But I hope you won’t 
put fuch a perfonal value upon yourfelf; if you do, 


“it will indced he the lefs wonder that perfon fhould 


weigh with yoy, (however contemptible the con- 
fidcratiog !) —in another man.— Thys we parents, 
in juftice, ought to judge: That our two daughters © 
‘are equally dear and valuable tous: If fo, why fhould 
Clayijja think that a difparagement, which Arabella 
would not (nor we for her) have thought any, had 
the addrefs been made to her‘—You will know what 
I mean by this, without my explaining myfelf further., 
‘Signify to us, now, therefore, your compliance 
‘with our wifhes.— And then there is an end of your 
confinement: An act of oblivion, as I may call it, 
fhall pafs upon all your former refractorinefs: And 
you will once more make us happy in you, and in one 
‘another. You may, in this cafe, directly come down 
‘to your papa and me, in his ftudy ; where we will 
-give you our, opinians of the patterms, with our hearty 
‘forgivenels and b effings. aor ae oe ee 
: ‘Come, be a good child, .as you ufed to be, my 
“Clariffa: I have. (notwithftanding your paft behaviour, 
and the hopelefnefs which fome have exprefs’d of your 
compliance) undertaken this one time more. for 
you. Difcredit not my: hopes, my: dear girl. I have 
‘promifed never morg ,to interfere’ between your. 
ather and you, if this my moft, earneft application. 
Aucceed not, I cxped& you down, Love. Your papa: 
expects you down. But be fure don’t let him fee any 
‘thing unchearful in your compliance. If you come, 
I will clafp you to my fond heart, with. as much. 
pleafure as ever [ prefs’d you to it in my, whole life. 
“You, don’t know what I haye fuffer'd within thefe: 
few weeks paft; nor ever will,be able ,to guefs,-. 
‘till you, come to be in.my fituation ; which is that of. 
a fond and indulgent mother, praying night and day, 
‘and ftruggling to preferve, againft the attempts of more 
Pega Tee Oe Pas ee ee 
ate a ee : : > &, uty 
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But, you know the terms. Come not near us, if 
you refolve to be undutiful: But this, after what I 
have writteny I hope you cannot be. 2 oy 
__ If you come dire@ly, and, as I faid, sep hae as 
af your heart were in your duty (and you told. me it 
was free, you know—) I fhalt then, as I faid, give 
you the moft tender proofs, how much lam 
- Your truly affectionate Mother. 


Think for me, my deareft friend, how I mutft be 
Pcie by this letter ; os aa ‘it fo Pal 

ngly terrifymg,: yet fo [weetly urged | —- O why, 
cry’d Ito rs this I obl arg undergo this feceee 
conflict between a com that I cannot obey, and 
language fo condefcendingly moving !—Could.I have 
been fure of being ftruck dead. at the altar before the 
ceremony had given the man I hate a title to my vows, 
I thnk { could have fubimitted to have been led to it. 
But to think of living with, and living for, a man 

one cannot abide, what a fad thing isthat!l—— 

- " And then, how’could the glare of habit and orna- 


‘ment be fuppofed.any inducement to one, ‘who has. 


always held, that the principal view of a good wife if: 
the adorning of her perfon, ought to be, to preferve 
the affection of her hufband, and to do credit to his 
‘choice; and that fhe fhould. be even fearful-of attract- 


‘ing the eyes of ‘others? —In this view, muft not the: 


very richnefé.of the patterns. add to my. difgufts ?— 
~Great encouragement indeed, ‘to think of adorning 
‘one’s-felf to he the wife of Mr. Soles !—_ 


Upon the whole, it was not poflible. for me to go. 


‘down upon: the preferib’d: conditien. De ‘you. think 
it was ?—And .to.zurite, if my letter would have been 
-read, what.could I: write that would be admitted,. and 
cafter what I had written and faid to foilittle effec ? I 
~walked> backward and forward: I threw down. with 
difdain the patterns: Now to my clofet.retir’'d I ; then, 
quitting it, ‘now: threw I myfelf-upon the Settee 5. now 

. upon 


Mifs Cla Hatlowe. 283 
tipon this ‘chair 3; now upon that; and theminto one 
windew, then-into another—I knew net what to do !—~ 
And while I was.in this fufpenfe, having again taken 
up the: letter to:re-perufe it, Betty came in, reminding 
me, by.erder, ‘That my papa and mamma waited for 
mein-my papa’s ftudy, 7 
- Tell:my mamma, faid I, that I beg the favour of 
5 her here for one moment ; or to permit me to 
attend her any where by herfelf. 

r I liften’d at the ftair’s-head— You fee, my dear, 
ow. it is, cry’d my. father, very anerily: All your 
Eahdcoeon (as eon indulgence heretofore) ie Hrewh 
away; You blame your fon's violence, 23:you call it, 
[i had fome pleafure in hearing this] but nothing elfe 
will do with her.’ You fhall not fee her alone. . Is 
yy) prefonce an exception to the bold creature ? 
.: Tel her, faid: my mamma to Betty, fhe knows up- 
on what terms fhe may come down to us. Nor will 
The maid brought me this anfwer. - I had recourfe 
to my: pen’and inks but I trembled fo, that I could 
not write, mor knew I what to fay had I had fteadier 


‘fingers. At laft Betty brought me thef¢ -tines from 


Day pape. : 


Undutiful and perverfe Clariffa, — oe ee 
WN ©. condefvenfion, I fee, will: move ha . Your 
mother fhall not fee you; nor will I. — ae ks 
dhowever to obey. You know our pleafure. Your 
uncle. Anteny, your: brother, and your fifter, and 
your favourite-Mirs. Nozton, fhalt fee the ceremony 
performed privately at your faid ‘uncle’s chapel. - And 
when Mr.. Solmes: cah imtioduce' you’ to us; an the 
temperiwe wifk to. behold: you in; we may.perhaps 
forgive:.bis wife; altho” wa. never can, in any other 
charaQer, our peryerfe daughter.‘ As it wil be fo 
privately porforined, didaths antd ¢quipage-may be pro- 
vided-aftervPa¥ds::Sp-prepiase to'go to your uncie’s for 


fi an 


. ae we 


Pi 
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an easly-gay i in next .week, .We-wil not fee yosr: till 
all is over: Aad we will. have it over ithe :-foomer, i 
order to fhorten the time of your deferved confinement, 
and our pwn troubla,. in contending with cpameeoren 
as. you have been, of, ,Jate., ,V JL; heat no: plaass i W 
receive no ‘letter. nor expoftulation, - Nox. thal lepers 
lear from_ me. any; more Git you-have changid yoras 
name to. my. liking. . This 6 froma. - 


= Your: inaenfod Fathers 


Tf this relolution be. adhered foe theti-wil. =7 p papa 
never fee me more! — For. ] -will never , en 
Solmes S. wiles, I will die firft dee 


 Tuefday evenings oe 

H E, this Solmes came hither, foon after: I: hatl tO 
ceived my papa’s letter.. .H¢. fent. up: to: begileave to 
wait upon me. 1 wonder at his-affurance 2: 

I faid to Betty, who brought-me his: meflage, - ‘Let 
him reftore a loft. creature-to,her-fathes: and saether, 
arid then I may hear what. he bas. te fay, «::-Buty:if 
my friends will not fee. me on his, — ad will not 
fee him ypon his. own, 

Thope, Mifs, faid Betty, ‘that you “will not fend 
me down with this aniwer. He i is we D beat apa and 
mamma. . 

Tam driven | to cepar. faid L. I cannot be uf 
worfe. Iwill not fee-him. | js.) cao un: 

Down fhe went with my anfwer., She: pretended; 
it feems, to be loth to repeat, it ;, So was commariied 
fore of her affected: referves,: and gaverit i in is. ss 

orce, oe 

O how T heard. my ‘papa ‘Gorm eae = 

They . were all’ topethary it -fgema, . in. his-f 
Sty brother was for having, me turg’d out-of the howfe 


. that moment, to. Lovelace elace, and my.evildefting. My. 


Fhamma was. oat Putére, gentle, werd.for.me's 
T know not, fans Sat But thug the wasanferct'd-+ 
ae My 


zs. -—~- Be c+ oe +2 Ea - to 
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My-dear, this’ is the provoking’ft thing in the world 
in a wornan-ef your .good fente !—.. To love a rebel, 
as well as.if fhe were dutiful. What encouragement 
for ‘duty is this ? — Have I ‘not loved her as well as 
ever you did, aad why'am I changed ? Would to the 
Lord,:.your- fex kaew how to diftinguifh? But ‘the 
fond mother evér made a harden’d child!— | | 
. She was pleafed, however, to blamé Betty; as the 
wench own'd, for giving my anfwer its full force. But 
nity father pratfed her for it. : 
_ “The wench fays, That he would have come up in 
his. wrath, a¢ my: refufing to fed Mr. Solmes : But 
my brother and fifter prevailed upon him to thé 
contrary. ? | 

I wifh heivad !—And, were it not for his own fake, 
thatihe had killed-me. - 7 

Mr. Solmes condefcended (I am mightily obliged 
to him, truly 1):to plead for me. 
_ Theyre all'in tumults'} How it will end, I know 
not li 1 am: quite-weary of my life !—So happy, till 
within :thefe-few weeks !—So miferable now ! 
.. .Well, indeed, might my mamma fay, That I fhould © 
tpave great trials!— : 


P. S. . The sdiot (fuch a one am I treated mae is 
begg’d, as I may fay, by my brother and fifter. They 

. shave deftred, that.I may be configned over intirely 

. to their management. If it be granted (It 7s, on 
. my father’s: fide, I underftand, but not yet on my 
-. mother’s) what cruelty may I not expect from their 
.. envy,.jealoufy, and ill-will —I fhall foon fee, by. 
its effets, if I am to be fo configned. — This is a 
written intimation privately dyopt in‘ ry ‘Wood-. 
-choufe-walk, by yey coufin' Dally Hervey. The dear. 

. ~ .gitl longs to-fee mo; ‘fhe tells me: But'is forbidden’ 
+, till fhe. fee me‘as‘Mrs.-Solmes,’ or confenting to be. 
+ ars. ] will take example by their perléverance |— 
~ Andou: Liwilk lane 0 we tS 
seee ae LE T- 
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L. E T Tr E R. XE. 
Mis CLARISSA Harrowe, ‘To ‘Miph Hows.’ a 


A \N. angry - dialogue, a: foalding-bout sather;” has 
spafled between oy ‘ae, = anes: ‘Did ‘you: chink 
I could fcold, my dean? - 


She wassfent up to-me, upen iriyaeiwkl 15 kes Mr. 


Solmes—Let loofe upon mey -f thinks.|—-No intention, 
on their parts, to:conciliate | I.am. to: be given up 
to my brother and aay? i plata by-general confent. 

. Every thin againitme,: vehioly carried 
force with 4 al will ie jullie to.:..As:1 afk: for your 
approbation or difapprobation: of my conduct, upon 
the facts I ad before you, . I fhould ‘think it the ya 
ra a very b caule; if I eae to. millead my 


ue he began with, fepeciemine to-me. the: danges I 
had been in, had.my father come up, as she would 
have done, had he not. been hindered, by: Mr.-Sa/mes, 
among the reft.. She reflected. upon my. good ‘Mirs. 
Norton, as if, fhe encouraged me in my perverfenefs. 
She ridiculed me for my fuppofed efteem: for Lover 
lace. Was furprifed that the wetty, the prudent, nay, 
the dutiful. and pt-ous (fo. fhe fneermgly pronounced 
the word) Clariffa. Harlowe, fhould be fo: ftrangety 
fond of a.profligate man, that her parentsavere forced 
to lock her yp,. to keep. her. from ramning into. his 
arms. Let me afk you, my dear, faid fhe, how you 
now keep your account of the difpefition of. your 
time? How many hours in the twenty-four do you 
- devote.to your Needle? How many .to:your Prayers ? 
How many to Letter-writing? And how: many to 
‘Love Pa I doubt, I dowbt, m dittle. dear, was. her 
arch exprefion, The latter article. is like. Aaron’ s.rod, 
and {wallows up all the reft !—Tell. me 3 is.it not:fo?. 
‘To thefe I anfwered, That it was a double mor- 
tification to me to owe my fafety. from my papa’s. in- 
mepenee 
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dignation to a man I could never thank for any thing. 
I vindicated the good Mrs. Norton with a anh 
that her merit required from me.— With equal 
warmth I refented her unfifterly refleCtions upon me 
on Mr; Lovelace’s account. As to the difpofition of 
my, time, in. the twenty-four: hours, I told her it, 
would better have become her to pity a fifter in di- 
ftrefs, than to exult over her— Efpecially, when I 
could: toa juftly attribute to the difpofition of fome of 
her wakeful hours no {mall part of that diftrefs. 

She raved extremely at this laft hint: But reminded 
me of the gentle treatment of all my- friends, my 
mamma’s. particularly, before it came to This: She 
faid, that I had difcovered a {pirit they never had ex- 
pected :. That, if they had thought me fuch a cham- 
pionefs, they: would. hardly. have ventured to engage. 
with me: But that now, the fhort and the long wass. 
that the matter had gone too. far-to be given up : 
That. new it was a.contention between duty and wil- 
fulnefs ; Whether:a-parent’s authority was to yield to 
a daughter’s obftinacy, or the contrary: That I muft 
therefore bend or break, that was all, child. 


- . I told her, that I withed the fubje& were of fucha 


nature, that I could return her pleafantry with equal 
Abghtnefs of heart :. But that, if Mr. Solmes had fuch 
merit in every-body’s eye, in ders particularly, why 
might he not bea brother to me, rather than a buf/band? 
. O child, fhe-thought I was as pleafant.to the full. 

as fhe was: She began to have fome hopes of me now. 
But did I think. fhe would rob her fifter of her humble 
fervant? Had he. firft addreffed himfelf to me,  faid. 
fhe, fomething. might have been: faid: But to take 
my younger fifter’s refufal! No,-no, child ; it is not 
come: to that. neither! Befides, That would be. to 
leave the door.open in your. heart for you know. who, 
child ; and we would fain bar him out, if poffible. In 
fhort(and then fhe changed both her. tone,and her looks), 
had.I been.as forward as. fomebody, to throw myfelf. 
= into 


4 
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into the arms of one of the greateft profligates in Eng- 
land, who had éndeavoured to fupport his claim to 
me thro’ tte blood of my brother, then might all 
my family join together to fave me from fuch a wretch, 
and to marry me as faft as they could, to fome wor-' 
_ thy gentleman, who might oppor-tu#e-ly offer him-' 
felf. And now, Clary, all’s out, and make the moft 
of it. : 
Did not this deferve a fevere return? Do, fay it 
did, to juftify my reply.— Alas! for my poor fifter | 
faid .—The man was not a/ways fo great a profligate. 
How true is the obfervation, That unrequited love 
turns to deepeft hate ! ? 
“I thought fhe would have beat me. — But F pro- 
ceeded — I have heard often of my brother’s danger, 
and my brother’s murderer. When fo little ceremony 
is made with me, why fhould I not fpeak out ?—Did 
he not feek to kill the other, if he could ‘have done 
it? Would 4e have given him zs life, had it been in 
his power ? — The aggreffor fhould not complain. — 
And, as to oppor-tune oftets, would to heaven fome 
one had offer’d oppor-tume-ly to fomebody. It is not 
my fault,’ Belia, the oppor-tune gentleman don’t 
come ! a ; 
Could you, my dear, have fhewn more /pirit? t 
expected to feel the weight of her hand. She did 
come up to me, with it held up: Then, fpeechlefs 
with paffion, ran down half way of the ftairs, and 
then up again. | | 
When fhe could fpeak —- God give her patience 

with me! | 

Amen, faid I: But you fee, Bella, how ill you 
bear the retort you provoke. “Will you forgive me; 
and let me find a fifter in you, as J am forry, if you 
vee reafon to think me unfifterly in what I have 
aid 3 . a 
Then did fhe pour upon me, with greater violence ; 
confidering my gentlenefs as.a sriscaph of temper over 
5 her. 
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her. She was refolved, fhe faid, to let every-body 

know how I took the wicked Lovelace’s part againft 

my brother. 

_ I with’d,: I told her, I could make the plea for my- 
| felf, which fhe might for er-felf: That my anger 
, Was more inexcufable than my judgment. But I pre- 
, fumed fhe had fome other view in coming to me, thar 
fhe had hitherto acquainted me with. Let me, faid I, 
but know (after all that has paffed) if you have any thing 
to propofe that Icaz comply with; any thing that can 
make my ov/y fitter once more my friend ? 

I had before, upon her ridiculing me on my fup-~ 
pofed character of meeknefs, faid, that, altho’ I wifhed 
to be thought meek, I would not be abje; altho’ 
humble, not mean: And here, in a {neering way, fhe 
| cautioned me on that head. 

I replied, that her pleafantry was much more agree-. 

able than her anger: But I wifhed fhe would let me 
know the end of a vilit that had hitherto (detween us). 
been fo unfifterly ? 

She defired to be informed, in the name of every- 
body, was her word, what I was determined upon : 
And whether to comply or not.’— One word for all : 
My friends were not to have patience with fo perverfe 
a creature, for ever. 

. This then I told her I would do: Abfolutely break 
with the man they were all fo determined againft : 
Upon condition, however, that neither Mr. Solmes, 
nor any other, were urged to me with the force of a 

command. > | 

And what was this, more than I had offered be- 
fore? What, but ringing my changes upon the fame 
bells, and neither receding nor advancing one tittle? - 

If I knew what other propofals I could make, thet 

: would be acceptable to them all, and free me from the 

addrefs of a man fo difagreeable to me, I would make 

/ them. I had indeed before offered, never to marry 

: without my father’s confent— : 

Vout O She 
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She interrupted me, That was -becaufe.1 depended. 
aipon my. whining tricks to -bring my father and. mo- 
ther to what I pleafed. : ae ee 
A poor dependence! I faid :-—- She. knew thofe whe 
would make that dependence vain— — — 
- And I foould have brought them to my.own beck, 
%ery probably, and my uncle Harlowe too, as alfo 
my aunt Hervey, had I nat been forbidden their fight, 
.and thereby ‘hindered ‘from playing my pug’s tricks 
beforethem. - ee, 4 
. At leaft, Bella, faid L you. have hinted taime to 
whom I am obliged, that my father and mother, and 
every-body elfe, treat me thus harfhly. But furely you 
make them all very weak. Indifferent.perfons, judging 
of us two, from what you fay, would.either think me 
a very artful creature, or you avery {piteful one. 

- You are indeed a very artful one, for that matter, 
interrupted fhe in a paflion: One of. the artfulleft I 
every knew! And-then followed an accufation fo low:} 
fo unfifterly !|— That I next-to-bewitch’d people, by 
my infinuating addrefs: That no-body could be va- 
‘Jued or refpected, but muft ftand like cyphers where- 
ever I came. How often, :fatd fhe, have I and. 
drother been talking upon.a fubjedt, and had every- 
body’s attention, till yew came in, with your bewitch- 
“ing meek pride, and bumble fignificance} ‘and then have 
qe either been flopped by references to.Mifs Clarifla’s 
opinion, forfooth.; .or.been forced to fop ourfelves, 
or muft have talked on unattended to by every-body. 
She paufed. Dear Bella, proceed !— She indeed 
feemed only gathering breath, 
And fo i will, faid fhe. Drd high wae adattia ed 
- grandfather? Could any: thing be pleafing to him, 
“that you did mot fay or do? How did he ufe to hang, 
till he flabber‘d again, poor-doting old man ! on your 
filver tongue? Yet what -did you fay, that we could 
not have faid? What did you do, that we did not 
endeavour to do ?— And what was all this for? His 
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Laft. Will fhewed what effect your /mosth obligingnefs 
had.upon him !— To leave the acquired part of his 
eftate from the next heirs, his own fons, to a grand 
child ;. to his younge/? grandchild! a daughter too !— 
To leave the family-pictures from his fons ta you, 
becaufe you could tiddle about them, and, tho’ you 
now neglett their examples, could wipe and clean 
them with your dainty hands! The family-plate too, 
in fuch quantities, of two or three generations ftand- 
ing, muft not be changed, becaufe his prectous child 
(a), humouring his old iit tafte, admired it, to 
make‘i ‘it all her own. | 
. This.was-too. low to. move me: O my p oor fitter ! 
faid I: Not to be able, or at leaft willinge to diftin- 
guifh between art and nature! If I did oblige, I was 
happy in it: I looked for no further reward : My 
mind ‘is above art, from the dirty motives you, men- 
‘tion. I'wifh with all my heart my grandfather had 
not thus diftinguifhed me: He faw my brother likely 
to be ey provided fay: out of the family, as well as 
sn ttt He deftred that yox might have the greater fhare 
of my ‘papa’s favour for it; and no doubt but you oth 
will. You know, Bella, that the eftate my grandfather 
bequeathed se was not half the real. eftate he left. 
‘What's all that to an eftate in pofleffion, and left 
‘you with fuch diftinétions, as gave you a EeRAON 
Of greater yalue than the eftate itfelf ? | 
~ Hence. my misfortune, Bella, in your Envy,. I 
doubt ! But have I not given up that peffeffioa in the 
-beft. manner I could— | | 
Yes, interrupting me, fhe hated me for that bsft 
manner... Specious little witch! the called me: Your 
beft manner, {o full of art and defign, had never been 
Leen thro’, if you, with your blandifhiag ways, had not 
--been put out of fight, and, reduced to pofitive decla- 
_ Tations nines nom playing your little, whining 
: -O2 | tricks ; 


: “7 a) Altading $0 his words in the peishl gothe olaufes 
* tinbis Will, in her favour, See p. 28, 
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tricks; curling, like a ferpent, about your mamma; 
and making her cry to deny yen any thing your little 
obftinate heart was fet upon ! | | 
Obftinate heart, Bellaf 5° 
Yes, obftinate heart! For did you ever give up any 
thing? Had you not the art to make them think all 
was right you afked, tho’ my brother and I were fre- 
cuently refufed favours of no greater import ? 
_ [knew not, Bella, that I ever afked any thing un- 
fit to be granted. I feldom afked favours for my/e/f, 
but for others. ee 
’ Twas a refie&ting creature for this! | 
All you fpeak of, Bella, was a long timé'ago. 1 
cannot go fo far back into our childith follies. Little 
did I think of how long ftanding this your late-fhewn 
antipathy is. a 
' I was a reflecter again! Such a faucy meeknefs; 
fuch a bef? manner ; and fuch venom in words !— O 
Clary ! Clary! Thou wert always a two faced girl!~ 
_ No-body thought I had two bea. ‘when I gave up 
All into my papa’s management; taking from his 
bounty, as before, all my little pocket-money, with- 
cut a fhilling addition to my ftipend, or defiring it— 
Yes, cunning creature !—And that was another of 
your fetches /—- For did it not engage :) fond papa 
(as no doubt you thought it would) to tell you, that, 
firice you had done fo grateful and dutiful a thing, he 
would keep intire, for your ufe, all the produce of 
the eftate left you, and be but your fteward in it; and 
that you fhould te intitled to the fame allowances as 
before: Another of your hock-in’s, Clary !— So that 
zl] your extravagancies have been fupported gratis. _ 
My extravagancies, Bella!—But did my papa ever 
give me any-thing he did not give you? | 
‘Yes, indeed; I got more by that means, than I 
fl:ould have had the confcience to afk. ‘But I have ftill 
the greater part to fhew! But you! What have you to 
fl ew ?——I dare to fay, not fifty pieces in the world ! 
: , - Indeed 


ee ee 
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Indeed I have not! | 


_ I believe you '!-Your mamma Norton, I fuppofe— 
But mum for that ! 

Unworthy Bella !—The good woman, altho’ low in 
circumftance, is great in mind! Much greater than thofe. 
who would impute meannefs to a foul incapable of it. 

What then have you done with the fums given you 
from infancy to fquander ?— Let me afk you (affect- 
ing archnefs), Has, has, has, Lovelace, has your Rake, 
put it out at intereft for you? | 

O that my fifter would not make me bluhh for her ! 
It is, however, out at intereft !— And I hope it will 
bring me intereft upon intereft !— Better than to lie 
rufting in my cabinet, as yours does. | | 

She underftood me, fhe faid. Were Ia man, fhe 
fhould fuppofe I was aiming to carry the County. 
Popularity! A croud to follow me with their bleffings, 
when I went to and from church, and no-body elfe 
to be regarded, were agreeable things! Houfe-top 
proclamations! I bid not my light under a bufbel, fhe 
would fay that forme. But was it not alittle hard 
upon me, to be kept from blazing on a Sunday ?—- 
And to be hindered from my charitable oftentations?_ 

This, indeed, Bella, is cruel in you, who have fo 
largely contributed to my confinement.—But go on. 
You'll be out of breath by-and-by. I cannot with 
to be adie to return this ufage-— Poor Bella! And I 
believe I finiled a little too contemptuoully for a fifter. 

None of my faucy contempts (rifing in her voice) : 
| None of my peor Bella’s, with that air of fuperiority 
in a younger fifter ! | 

Well then, rich Bella! courtefying—that will pleafe 
you better— And it is due likewife to the hoards you 
boatt of. 

Look-ye, Clary, holding up her hand, if-you are 
not a little more adjec? in your meeknefs, a little more 
mean in your humility, and tre.t me with the refpect 
due to an elder fifter—you fhall find— 
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Not that you will: treat me worfe than you Aave 
dine, Bellale That cannot be ; unfefs you were to 
let fall your uplifted hand upon me—© And that would | 
lefs become you to do, ‘than’mé to bears °°! 

Good, meek creature !~ But you Were updn your 
‘overtures juft how4—'T fhall -farprize every-body by 
tarrying fo long. “They' will think fome good may 
be done with you— And fupper will be ready. 
* A tearwould ftray down my cheek— ‘How happy 
have Pbeen, faid I, fighing, in the fupper-time conver, 
fations, with all my-dear friends in mry eyes round the 
hofpitable board$ 

I met only with infult for this—Bella has ‘not ‘a 
feeling heart: The higheft joy in this life fhe is not 
capable of: But then the faves herfelf many griefs, by 
her impenctrablenefs.— Yet, ‘for ten times the pain 
that fuch a fenfibility is attended with, would I -not 
part with the pleafure it brings withit. «© 2 
_' She afked me, upon my turning from her, ‘Ff fhe 
fhould fay any thing below of my compliances? — - 

You may fay, That -I will do every-thing they 
would have me do, if they will free me from Mr. 
Solmes’s addrefs. . os 

This'is all you defire at prefent, ‘creeper-on! (What 
-~words fhe has!) But will not t’other man flame out, 
and: roar ntoft horribly, upon.a prey’s being fnatch’d 
- from: his- paws, that’'he thought himfelf:-fure-of ? 

I muft let you talk:in yout own way, or we fhall 
never come to @peint. I fhall not matter his roar- 
ing, as you call it: I will promife him, that, if I ever 
marry any other man, it fliall not be:till be is mar- 
‘nied. And if he'bé not fatised with fuch a conde- 
feenfion ‘as this,'I fhall think he-oxght: And I will 
give any affuranees, that’ I will neither cortrefpond 
‘with him, ‘nor fee him. ‘ Surely this will do. | 

_ But F fuppofe then you will have tro objection to 
fee'and converfe, on a civil foot, with Mr. Solmes— 
- as’your papa’s friend, or fo? . a 
aa No! 
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-- No! -I-muft be permitted to retire to my apartment 
‘whenever he comes :. I would:no more converfe with: 
the ene,.than correfpond-with the other: That would 
be to make Mr. Lovelace guilty of fome rafhnefs, op: 
a belief, that.I broke with him, .to have Mr. Solmes.. 
And fo, that wicked wretch is tq be allowed fucha 
swontroul over you, that you are not to be civil to 
your papa’s friends,. at his-own houfe, for. fear of ine 
cenfing /im /—When this comes to be reprefented, be 
fo good as to tell me, what it is you expe from it? 
a basal faid,. or nothing, as fhe was pleafed. 
to reprefent it.—Be fo good as to give it your. intereft, - 


Balla -. And fiy-farther,,That-I will by. any means I 
: can,:in the Law, or otherwife, make over to my papz,. 


al 
Pa 


.to my uncles, of even to my. brother,. all I am in-. 
tatled ‘to. by my grandfather’s will, as a fecurity for 
_the performance of my promifes. And as I fhall have 
no reafon to expett any favour from my- papa, if. 1 
~break.tham,. I -fhallinot be-worth any-body’s having. 
And further. fill, unkindly as my brotherhas yfd- 


me, I will go down to Scotland privately, as his houft- 


‘(I now fee ] may be fpared here), if he will. 
promife to treat me no worfe than he would-do an 
hired one.—Or I will go to Florence, to-my coufin. 
Morden, if his ftay in Italy will admit of:it: And,.ja 
erther.-cafe, it may be given out,. that.I.am gone. to. 
the. other; or-to the world’s end: I care. not .whitker 


. it isfaid I am gone, or do go. 


re a Oe 
Let me afk-you, child, if you-will give your. pretty. 
propofal in writing? eae 7 os 

‘+. Yes, with alk my heast. And I ftept to my clo- 


_. fet, and wrote te the purpofe I have mentioned ; and,. 
_ moreover, a few lines to my brother with it; ex- 
: prefing ‘ my. concera for having offended him bde- 


“ feeching him to fupport with his intereft the accom- 


- § panying propofal ; difdaining fubterfuge.and art; re- 
_ § ferring to him to draw up a writing to bind me to 


© the obfervance of my promifes; declaring, that what. 
= O84 the 
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© the Jaw would not eftablith, my re/olttion fhould.— 
* I told him, That he could do. more than any-body 
* to reconcile my father. and mother ze.me: And I 
§ fhould be infinitely obliged to. him, :if-he would tet 
“ me owe this favour to his bfotherly mediation.’ 
. And how do you think Bella employed herfelf 
while, I was writing !—Why, iayine cauly upon my 
harpfichord.: And. humming to it, to fhew. her. uncon+ 
«cernednefs. ; ott a TS - 
When I approached her with what I had written, 
the cruel creature arofe with an air of levity—- Why, 
love, .you have not written already !—- You have, vi 
proteft !— O what a ready penwoman!— And-may'I 
If you pleafe, Bella. a 
She read it; and burft into an affe@ted laugh: How © 
wife-ones may be taken in! —Then you did not know, 
that I was jefting with you all this.time!+And fo you 
bh have me carry down this pretty piece of: nom 
enfe? ee | A Gos oe ee 
. Don’t let me be furprized at your feeming unfifterli- 
nefs, Bella. I hope it is but feeming. There can:be 
ng wit in fuch jefting as this. : oa 
_ The folly of the creature! How natural it is. for 
people, when they fet their hearts upon any-thing, 
to think every-body mut fee with their eyes |-—Pray, 
dear child, what becomes of your papa’s: authority 
here P—~ Who ftoops here, the parent, or the child ?—- 
How does this fquare with the engagements-actually 
agreed upon between your Papa and Mr. Soles? 
What fecurity, that your Rake will not follow you to 
the world’s- end ?—TPr’ythee,. pr’ythee, take it. back 5 
and put it to. thy-love-fick heat, and never think:I 
will be. laughed at for being. taken-in- by thy whining 
nonfenfe. — r know thee better, my. dear.—And, with 
another fpiteful liugh, fhe flung it on my toilette; 
and away fhe went.—Contempts for contempts, 2s. fhe 


pafled!—That’s for your poor Bella’s! | 
; é Never = 
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- Neverthelefs, I- inclofed what I had written, in a 
few lines directed to my brother: As.modeftly as I. 
could, accounting, from my fifter’s behaviour, for 
fending it down to him; left. fie, having, in her paf- 
fion, miftaken me, as I faid, fhould fet what I had 
written in a worfe light than, as I apprehended, it 
deferved to appear in. The following is the anfwer I 
received to it, delivered to me juft as I was going to 
bed. His pathon would not let him ftay till morning. 


To Mifs CLARISSA HARLOWE. 
'y Wonder that you have the courage to write to me, 
upon whom you are fo continually emptying your 
whole female quiver. have no patience with you, for 
reflecting upon me as the agereflor in a quarrel which 
owed its beginning to my confideration for yeu. ” 

You have made fuch.conféffions in a villain’s fa- 
vour, ‘2s ought to caufe all your relations to renounce 
you for ever, |For my part, I will not believe any 
woman in the world, who promifes againft her avowed 
inclination. To put. it out of your power to ruiri 
yourfelf, is the only way left to prevent yourruin. T 
did not intend to write; but your too-kind fifter has 
prevailed upon'me. As to your going into Scotland, 
that day of grace is over !— Nor would I advife, that 

ou fhould go to grandfather-up your coufin Morden. 
ides, that.worthy gentleman might be involved in 
fome fatal difpute, upon your account ; and‘then be 
called the aggre/ffor. 
' -A fine fituation you have brought yourfelf to, to 
propofe to hide yourfelf from your Rake, and to have 
falfhoods told, to conceal you !— Your confinement, 
at this rate, is the happielt thing that'could befal you. 
‘Your Bravo’s behaviour at church, looking out for 
‘you, is a fufficient indication ‘of his power over you, 
had you not fo fhamelefly acknowleged it. : 
One word for-all—If; for the honout of the family, 
i Os - "Tecan. 


298 The:H rstor y of 

I cannot casry this point, I will retire to Scotland, and 
never {er the faceof.any one of itmore. °  - 
Roe nwo oe oe ee a ag ag 1, Ja. HarLowe.: 
"There's a brother f—There’s flaming duty to’a fa- 
ther, and mother, and uncles !—° But he fees himfelf, 
Valued, and made of confequerice; and he gives him- 


felf airs accordingly !— 


“° LE.T-TER XL. . 

+ Mifs Crarissa Hartowe, To Mifs HOwe. | 
— WP ednefday morning, 9 @ clock... 
-Y aunt Hervey, lay here laft. night, and is but 
‘* juft gone from me. She came up. to, me with 
my fifter. They would not truft my aunt without 
this ill-natur’d witnefs. When fhe enter’d my,cham- 
ber, I told her, That this vifit was a high favour. to 
a poor prifoner, in her hard:confinement. I kifs’d her. 
hand. She, kindly faluting me, faid, Why this diftance 
fo your aunt, my dear, who loyes you fo well?, .. . 
_ She own’d, That fhe came to expoftulate with me, 
for the peace- fake of the family : fF or that fhe could 
not believe it pofible, if I did not conceivgmyfelf un< 
Kindly treated, that I, who had. ever fhewn fuch 2 
fweetnefS of temper,.as well as manners, fhould be 
thus refolute,. in, 2: point fa very near to my father, 
and all my friends, My _mamma. and the were .both 
willing to. impute my refolution to the manner I had 
been begun with; and to my fuppofing, that my. bro- 
ther ‘had originally more ot a hand in the propofals 
made ty Mr. Solmes, than my. father, or other friends, 
And fain would fhe have furnifh’d me with an excu‘e 
to come, off of my oppofition ; Bella .al] the while 
humming a.tune, and opening this book and that, 
withcut meaning ; but faying nothing.. After having 
fhewed me, that my oppofiton could not be of figni- 
eoBss oes, a ee —_ —. ficationg 
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fication, my father’s honeut being engaged, -fiecon-. 
cluded with inforcing upax me my duty, in ftronger 
terms than-I believe fhe would have done, the circum- 
ftances of the cafe confider’d, had not my fifter been: 
prefent. It would but be repeating what I have fo oftery.: 
mentioned, to give you the arguments that paffed on : 
both fides: So I will only recite what fhe was pleafed. 
to fay, that carried with it the face of newnefs..* 

hen fhe found me inflexible, as fhe was pleafed : 
to call it, fhe faid— For her part, -fhe-could not but 
fay, that if I were not to have either Mr. Solmes or 
r. Lovelace, and yet, to make my friends eafy, muft : 
marry, fhe fhould not think amifs of Mr. yerley,- 
What did I-think of Mr. Wyerley? eae 
| Ay,’ Clary, pat in:my fifter, ‘what fay you to Mrs 
Wryerley? - 7 ae 
faw' thro’ this immediately. . It was faid on:purs- 
pofe, I doubted not, to have an argument .againft - 
me of. abfolute prepoffeffion in Lovelace’s favour ¢ 
Sinee Mr.. Wyerley every-where proclaims his value, . 
even to veneration, for me; and is far lefs exception~ 
able, both in perfon and ‘mind, than Mr. Solmes: - 
And I was willing to turn the tables, by trying how fat . 
Solmes’s terms might be difpens’d with; fince the fame - 
terms could not be expected from Mr. Wyerley?*° ‘ 
I therefore defired to know, Whether my anfwer, . 
if: i¢- fhould be in-favour of Mr. Wyerley, -would re- 
léafe me ftom Mr. Solmes ?+—For lown’d, that F had: 
net the averfion to him, that I had to the other, ©", 
Neg, fhe had no commiffion to propofe-fuch 2. 
thing— She only khew, that my papa and mamma 
would: not be eafy till Mr. Lovelace’s hopes were ift- - 
tircly defeated; ee ® 
~ Cunning: creature! faid my fifter—And this, arid : 
her joining in the queftion before, cenfirm’d me, that - 
it was a-defigned {mare for me. | 


Don’t ‘You, dear Madam, frid T;~ put queftions - 


phat can anfwer no end,. but to fupport: my. brother's 
O 6 
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{chemes‘againft me.—- But are there.any: hopes .of an- 
end to my fufferings and difgrace, witheut having this. 
hated man impofed upon .me? Will not what I have. 
offer’d be acccpted? Iam fure it ought:.I will .ven-. 


ture to fay That... . | 


Why, niece, if:there be ot any fuch hopes, I pre. 


firme you don’t think yourfelf abfolv’d from. the. duty 
due from a child:to-her parents? - . 
; Yes, faid my fifter, I do not doubt but it is Mifs 


Clary’s aim, if the does.not fly to her Lovelace, to 


get her eftate into her own hands,. and go to. lwe at 
Tke.Grove, in. that.independence:.upon which fhe 
builds all her perverfenefs... And, dear heart.!: , my 


little love, how will you then blaze :away l. Your - 


mamma Norton your oracle, with your Poor at your 


gates, mingling fo proudly and fo meanly with the.rag> 


ged herd! Reficcting, by your oftentationy upon :all 
che Ladies in the county, who do -not as. you. do. 
This tp known to be your fcheme! And the Poor 
- witheut-doors, and. Lovelace .wthi7,. with one: hand 
building up a name, pulling it down with:the ether!— 
O. what a charming fcheme is this |—But let me tell 
you, my pretty little fighty one, that my papa’s ving 
Wil fhall controul my. grandfather’s dead one; and 
That eftate wiil be difpofed of as my.fond grandfather 
‘would’ have difpofed of it, had he lived to fee fuch a 


“change in his favourite, In-aword, Mis, it willbe ~ 


kept out of your harids, till my papa fees you difcreet 
‘enough. to have the management of it, or-till. you can 
‘dutifully, by Law, tear it from him, 7 
Fie, Mifs Harlowe, faid my aunt, this is not pretty 
to your fifter, .ar , _ 
_ © Madam, let her go on. This. is nothing to 
what I have borne from Mis‘Harlowe. She. iseither 
-commiffioned to. treat me ill by her:exey, or by an 
higher authority, to which I muft fubmit.— As to 
revoking: the eftate, what hinders, if I pleafed? I 
Anow my power ; but have not the Jeaft thought of 
| ae exerting 


——— ae 


‘ 


_If that hufband be Mr. 
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exerting it.. Be pleafed to let my papa know, - that, 
whatever. be the confuquences to. myfelf, were he :to: 
turn me out of doors (which I fhould rather he would,. 
than'to.be confined and, infulted.as lam), and were L 
to be reduced to indigence and want, I wanild feek _ 
no refources, that-fhould -be contrary to his. will. 

‘: Forthat matter, child, faid my aunt,.were yau:td 
marry, you muft do as your hujband will have you. 

Ladle he will be glad of 

any opportunity of embroiling the families more. And 
let me: tell you, niece,.if he had the refpect for you 
be pretends to have,he would not be upon fuch der 
fiances as he is. . He: is known to be a very revenge+ 
ful-man;:and were I you, Mils Clary, I fhould be 
afraid he would wreak upon me that vengeance, tho’ J 
had: not offended him, which he is continually earcaten 
ing to. pour upon the family. | 

Mr.. Lavelace’s. threaten’d vengeance is in reture 
for threaten’d vengeance. . It is not everysbedy will 
a infult, :asy of late; I have been forced to bear it. 

--O how my fifter’s face fhone with paffion! 4 

‘But Mr. Lovelace, proceeded 1, as I have fail 
twenty and twenty times, would be quite out of. the 
ior were I to be generoufly treated! _ 

My fifter faid fomething with great vehemence : 


‘But only raifing. my voice, to. be heard, : without 
minding her, Pray, Madam, provokingly interrogated 
‘J, was he not known.to have been as wild a maa, 
when he.was at fif, introduced into our family,-9s 


he now is faid to be? Yet then, the common phrafes 


Of wild: eats, and black. oxen, and fuch-like,, were 


qualifiers ; and marriage, and the wife’s. difcretign, 


“were to.perform wonders—~But (taming to. my lifter) 
-Jfind. Lhave fai! too much, 


© thou. wicked. refleCter ! ae And wha made. me ee 
-hor him, think yous but. the proof of thofe villainous 


- freedoms that ought to have iad the fame effeQ upon 


you, were you but half fo good 4 .creature., : you 
pretend to be? | Proof, 
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. Proef, did you fay, Bella I thought you had not. 
proof ?—But you kmow beff.:, [Was notthis very fpite- 
ful,imy dear? 

Now, Clary, would L (ele thoufand pounds to 
know all that is in thy little rancorous and reflecting! 
heart, atthis momemt) - 1 48 tt 

I might let you: know for a much lefs.fum, and not 
be afraid of being worfe treated than I have-been. = ~ 

Well, young Ladies, Iam forry.to fee things run 
fo high between you. You know, niece: (to me); 
you had not been: confined thus to. your apartment, 
- could your -mamma-by: condefcenfions, : or ‘your papa: 

by authority, have been able to have done-any: prs 
with you... But howcan you expect, whem there.mu 
' be a conceffion on one fide, that.it fhould. be:on theirs $ - 
If my. Dolly, -who has not the hundredth part of yous : 
underftanding, were thus to fet-herfelf. up in abfolute. 
contradiction. to my will, in a point /o. material, I. 
fhould not take it well-of her—Indeed I fhould not. 

-L believe not, Madam: And if Mis Hervey:had juft « 
fuch a brother, and juft fuch a fifter. (you: say look, . 
Bella.!)— and if both were te aggravate her parents, . 
as my brother and fifter do mine— Then, .perhapss . 
you might ufe her as I am ufed: And.:if fhe hated the 
man you propofed to her, and with as much eafon. 
as I do Mr. Solmes— 7 — 


[And loved a Rake-and Libertine, MiG, as youdo. 


Lovelace, faid my fifter—] soe ee 
- “Then. might the (continued I, not minding her) 
beg: to be excufed from obeying. But yet if fhe did, 
and would give you the moft folemn aflurances, and 
fecurity befides, that fhe never would have. the man 
yeu difliked, againft your confent— I dare fay, Mifs- 
lervey’s father and. mother would. fie down fatisfy’d, . 
and not endeavour to force her inclmations. bce 
So.|—faid my-fifter, with uphfted hands, father and 
mother now come in for their fhare! ...- Le 
— But. if, child, reply’d my aunt, Lknew the Jeved: 

hagas hake ye age. 


< 
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a Ruke, and fufpefted, that fhe fought only to gain 
time, in.order to-wire-draw:me mto a confent-— 
I beg pardon, Madam, for interrupting you ; but 
if. Mifs Hervey could obtain your confent, what far- 
ther would be.tobefaid? 2 © 
True, child; but fhe never fhould. | 
‘Then, Madam, it never would be. 
That I doubt, niece. © cs 8 
If you do, Madam,: can you think confinement and 
ill ufage is the way to prevent the apprehended rafhnefs ? 
‘My dear, this fort of intimation would make one 
but .too..apprehenfive, that there is no trufting to 
yourfelf, : when one knows ‘your inclination. - 
- ‘That -apprehenfion, Madam, feems to have been 
conceived before this intintation was made, or the leaft 
eaule for it given, Why elfe.the difgraceful confine; . 


ment I: have been laid under ?— Let me venture to 


fay, ‘that: my ‘fufferings are rather owing to defigned 
terror, knowing there were too good grounds for my 
oppofition, than doubt of my condu&;: for, when 
they were inflicted upon me firft, I had given no caufe: 
of dowbt,; nor fhould there now be ‘room for any, if 
my difcretion might be trufted to. | aye : 
My aunt,. after a little hefitation, faid, But, con-. 
fider, my dear, what confufion will be perpetuated 
in your family, if you marry this hated Lovelace? : 
_ And, det it bé confidered, what mifery to-me, Ma- 
dam, if 1 marry that hated Solmes? . DS Seat hee 
‘Many a young creature. has thought fhe could not 
love a man, with whom fhe has afterwards been very: 
happy. -Few women, child, marry their firft loves. - 
. .hat may.be the reafon there are fo few happy 
marriages. 2°: os 5 Ee, ap em ig he ae ake 
Byt there. are few firft-imprefions' fit to be: encou- 
raged, ee a ee ke ee 
1 am: afraid. fo.too, Madam. If have:a: very indif- 
ferent opinion of light.and firft impreffions. But, as-¥ 
have.often faid,-all I- with for is, to have leave to live 
Jfingle. Indeed 
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Indeed. yon muft not, Mifs. Your: eaushaad Rx0- 
ther will be unhappy till they fee you marry’d, and out. 
of Lovelace’s reach.—I am teld, that you propofe to 
condition with him (fo far are-matters gone between. 
you), never to have any.man, if you Gave not him: 

- I know no better! way to. prevent mifchief: on-all 
fides, I freely own it— And there is not, .if he be out 
of the queftion, another man.in the world, I can 
think favourably of-—Neverthelefs, I would ‘give all I 
have in the world, that he were marry’d-to fome other. 
perfon— Indeed T would, Bella, for. all you oe On 
that finile of incredulity. : | 

May.be fo, Clary: But I will fale: for all that, . 

If he be out of the queftion ! repeated my aunt—- 
So, Mifs Clary, I fee how it is.— I will go down.— 
(Mits Harlowe, fhall I follow you?)— And 1 wil 
endeavour to perfuade your. papa to. let-my fifter. her- 
felf come up: And a happier event may then refult.— 

Depend upon it, Madam, faid my fitter, This will 
be the cafe: My mamma and fhe will he-both.in tears ; 
but with this different effet; My mamma will come 
down foften’d, and cut to the heart ; but wiildeave her 
favourite harden’d, from the advantages fhe will think 
fhe has over my mammia’s tendernefs.-W hy, Madam, 
it was for this very reafon the ae is not admitted inte ~ 
her prefence..—- 

ahs fhe run on, as fhe went down-ftairs: 
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Mifs Cranissa HarbLowe, To Mifs Howe. © 


Y heart fluttered with the hope and the fear of 
feeing my mamma, and with ‘the fhame and 
the grief of having given her fo much uneafinefs. But 
it needed not : She was not permitted to come. But 
my aunt ‘was fo good as toreturn; yet not without my 
filter: And, taking my hand, made me fit down by her. 
| 2 
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She came, fhe muft own,- offciou/ly, fhe {aid, this 
once more; tho’ againft the opinion ‘of my father: 


But knowing, and dreading, the confequence of m 
 oppofition, fhe could not dué come. . 


. 


_ She then fet forth to ne, my friends expectations 
from-me; Mr. Solmes’s riches (three times as rich he 
came out to be as any-body had thought him) ; the fet- 
tlements propofed ; Mr. Lovelace’s bad character 5 
their averfion to him; allin a very ftrong light; but 
not a ftronger, than my mamma had before’ placed 
them in.:. My mamma, furely, could not have given: 
the particulars of what had pafled between herfelf and 
me: If fhe had, my. aunt would not have repeated 
many of the fame fentiments, as you will find fhe did, 
that had: been ftill more ftrongly urged, without ef- 
fect, by her venerable fifter. . 
She faid,_it would break the heart of my father t 
have it imagin’d, that he-had not a power over his 
child; and that, as de thought, for my own good; 
A child too, whom they always had doated upon |—: 
reft, ‘deareft Mifs, concluded fhe, clafping her 
fingers, with the moft condefcending earneftnefs, let 
me beg of you for my fake, for your own fake, for a 
hundred fakes, to get over this averfenefs, and give 
up your prejudices, and make every-one happy and 
eafy once more.— I would kneel to you, my deareft 
niece—Nay, I willkneelto youl— .  . :: 
And down fhe dropp’d, and I with her, kneeling 
to her, and befeeching her not to kneel; clafping 
my arms about her, and bathing her worthy bofom 
with my tears! . 8 | - 
Oh rife! rife! my beloved aunt, faid I: You cut 
me to the heart with this condefcending goodnefs.’ - 
. Say then, my deareftniece, fay then, that you will 
oblige all .your friends ! If you-love us, I Pa you 
do ! Yeo se Dh 
-.. How can I promife what I can fooner choofe to 
die than to perform !—. a Se 
_ Say 


306 The History of’. 

Say then, my dear, you'll. confider of *- ‘Say you 
will but seafon with yourfelf. Give us but hopes; 
Don’t let me, intreat,. and ébus intreat, in-vain., For. 
fill fhe ineelet. and I by here. 2 6 ant 

What a hard cafe is. mine !— Could-F but: doubt, .F- 
know I could conguer;—T hat. which is aninducement. 

20 my friends,.is.none at ajl' to me.!~-How often, my 
deareft aunt, muft I repeat the fame- thing !— Let 
me but be fingle— Cannot. L live fingle?. Let.me be 
fent, as I have propofed, to Scotland,: to Florence 3 
any-whither: Let_me_be, fent a flave-to the Inzlies ; 
any-whither: Any of thefe.I will ‘confent:te.. . But 
TI cannet, cannet, think of giving my .vows.to:.a'‘man 
Ecannot endure !—- ir ee 
-. Well then rifing;. (Bella filently, .with: uplifted: 
hands, reproaching my fuppofed perverfenéfs): I: fee 
exothing can prevail with you to-oblige us. 
_ What can Ido,. my deareff. aunt. Hervey *.W hat. 
can I dp? Were I capable. of : giving a-bope JI meant 
mot to inlarge, then could I fay, I would coxfider afi 
your kind advice. But I would rather be thought per- 
verfe than infiucere. Is there, however, no medinm f 
Can nothing be thought of ? Will nothmg do,, but to. 
have a man who is the more difguftful to me, . beeaufe 
he.is unjuft in the very articles-he offeraf ws 
Who now, Clary, faid. my fifter;:do you. refed. 
upon? Confider-That. ch ge oe ote, 
- Make not invidious applications.of what I fay,. 
Bella. It. may not be look’d upon in the fame light 
by every one.. The giver: and the accepter are pritr 
cipally anfwerable, in an unjuft donation. While I 
think of it in this light, 1 fhould: be inexcufable 
tq be- the latter. But why do I. enter upon a /ape> 
pofstien. of this nature? My heart;-as.I have atten, 
aften faad, recoils ‘at the thoughts of the-map, in every 
light.——-W hofe father, but mine, agrees upen articles, 
where there.is no. profpect of a liking? Where the 
dire contrary is avow’d, all along avow’d, -with> 
ee, out 
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out the leaft variation, or jhadow of a change of fen- 


timent ?>— But-it is not my fathér’s doing‘originally. 
O'my cruel, cruel brother, to caufe a meafure to be 
forced upon me, which ‘he would ‘not behave tolerably 
under, were-the like to bé offer’dto him! © 
. The girl is got into her altitudes, aunt Hervey, 
faid my fifter. You fee, Madam, fhe {pares no-body. 
Be pleafed to }et her know: what fhe has to truft to. 
Nothing is to be done with her. Pray, Madam, 
pronounce herdoom. = a: 

' My aunt retir’d to the window, ‘weeping, with my 
fifter inher hand: I cannot,’ indeed I cannot, Mifs 
Harlowe, faid fhe, foftly (but yet I heard every word 
fhe faid): There is great hard(hip in her cafe. She 


is a noble child, after all. What pity things are gone 


fo far! But Mr. Solmes-ought to be told to defift. 

O Madam, faid my fifter, in a kind of loud whift 
‘per; are you caught too by the little Syren *~ My 
mamina did well not to come up !— I queftion whe= 
ther my papa himfelf, after his firft indignation, would 
not be turn’d round by her. Nobody but my bro= 
ther can do any-thing with her, J am fure. 

Don’t think of your brother’s coming up, faid my 
aunt, ftill in a low voice—He is too furious. by much. 
I fee no obftinaey, no perverfenefs in her manner f 


‘If-your brother comes, I will not be anfwerable for 


the confequenees: For I thought twice or thrice fhe 
would have gone into fits. | . 

O Madam, fhe has a ftrong heart !— And you fee 
there is no prevailing upon her, tho” you were upon 
your knees to her. . > os. 

My. fifter left my aunt mufing at the window, 
with her back towards us; and took that oppor- 


- tunity to infult me-ftill more barbaroufly : For, ftep- 


ping to my clofet, fte took up the patterns which 
my mamma had fent me up, and bringing them to 


' me, fhe fpread them upon the chair by: me ;. and, of- 


fering one, and then another, upon her fleeve and 
— fhoulder, | 


CLA, Mat AOE ws 
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fhoulder, Thus fhe ran on, with great feeming tran- 
quillity, but whifperingly, that my aunt might not. 
hear her. This, Clary, is a pretty pattern enough: 
But This is quite charming ! I would advife you to 
make your appearance in it. And Tis, were I you, 
fhould be my wedding night- gown— and This my 
fecond drefs’d fuit ! Won't you give orders, love, 
to have your grandmother’s jewels new fet?— Or 
will you think to {hew away in the new ones that Mr. 
- Solmes intends to prefent to you? He talks of laying 
out two or three thoufand pounds in prefents, child! 
Dear heart !—How gorgeoully will you be array’d !— 
What! filent, my dear, mamma Norton’s /weet dear ! 
What! filent ftill?—But, Clary, won’t you have a 
Velvet fuit? It would cut a great figure in a country 
church, you know: And the weather may bear it 
for a month yet to come. Crimfon Velvet, fuppofe ! 
Such a fine complection as yours, how would it be 
fet off by it! What an agreeable blufh would it give 
you !— High-ho! (mocking me; for I fighed to be 
thus fooled with): And do you figh, love '— Well 
then, as it will be a folemn wedding, what think you 
of black Velvet, child ?— Silent fill, Clary !— Black 
Velvet, fo fair as you are, with thofe charming eyes, 
ie thro’ a wintry cloud, like an April Sun !— 
oes not Lovelace tell you they are charming eyes !— 
How lovely will you appear to every one !|— What! 
filent ftill, love !—But about your laces, Clary !— 

She would have gone on ftill further, had not my 
aunt advanced towards us, wiping her eyes— What! 
whifpering, Ladies £ You feem fo eafy and fo pleas’d, 
Mifs Harlowe, with your private conference, that I 
hope I thall carry down good news. 

Iam only giving her my opinian of her patterns, 
bere.—Unafk’d indeed.—But the feems, by her filence, 
to approve of my judgment. i | 

O Bella! faid I, that Mr. Lovelace had not taken 
you at your word '— You had before now been excr- 

cifing 
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| cifing your judgment on your own account: And J 
had been happy, as well as you /— Was it my fault, 
| IT pray you, that it was not fo ?—O how fhe rav’d! 
| To be fo ready to give, Bella, and {0 loth to take, 
is not very fair in you. 7 7 | 
~ The poor Bella defcended to call names. — 

Why, fifter, faid I, you are as angry, as if there 
were more in the hint, than poffibly might be de- 
figned. My with is fincere, for both our fakes !— 
for the whole family’s fake !— And what (good now) 
is there in it?——Do not, do not, dear Bella, give me: 
caufe to fufpect, that ] have found a reafon for your 
unfifterly behaviour to me; and which till now was 
wholly unaccountable from fifter to fifter— _ | 
_ Fie, fie, Mifs Clary! faid my aunt. 

My fifter was more and more outrageous. 

- O how much fitter, faid I, to be a jeff, than a 
jefter !— But now, Bella, turn the glafs to you, and 
| fee how poorly fits the robe upon your own fhoulders, 
| which you have been fo unmercifully fixing upon mine ! 
Fie, fie, Mifs Clary! repeated my aunt. 7 
And fie, fie, likewife, good Madam, to Mifs Har- 
lowe, you would fay, were you to have heard her 
barbarous infults upon me ! | 
Let us go, Madam, faid my fifter, with great 
violence ; let us leave the creature to fwell till fhe 
burfts with her own poifon.—The laft time I will ever 
come near her, in the mind I am in! 
It is fo eafy a thing, return’d J, were I to be 
mean enough to follow an example that is fo cen- 
- fureable in the fetter of it, to vanquifh fuch a teazing 
fpirit as yours, with its own blunt weapons, that [ 
am amaz’d you will provoke me !— Yet, Bella, fince 
you will “6° (for fhe had pats to the door), for- 
give me: Ido you. And you have a double reafon © 
to do fo, both from elderfhip, and the offence fo ftu- 
dioufly given to one in affliCtion.—But may you be 
_ happy, tho’ J never fhall !— May you never have half 
| the 
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the trials 7 have had! Be this your comfert, that. 
you cannot have a fifter to treat you, as. you have 
treated me/ And fo God blefs you! - 
_ O thou art a— And.down fhe flung without fay- 
ing what. me 2 or 3 

Permit me, Madam, faid I to my aunt, finking 
down, and clafping her knees-with my arms, to de- 
tain you one moment— Not to fay any thing about 
my poor fifter— She is her own punifher— Only to — 
thank you for all your condefcending goodnefs to me. 
I only beg of you, not to impute to obftinacy the 
immoveablenefs I have fhewn to fo tender a friends 
and to forgive me every thing I have faid or done 
amifs in your prefence: Fer it has- not proceeded 
from inward rancour to the poor Bella. But I will 
be bold to fay, that neither She, nor my Brother, nor 
even my Father himfelf, knows what a heart they have 
fet a bleeding. ae Bs 
_ I faw, to-my comfort, what effe& my fifter’s ab- 
fence wrought for me. — Rife, my noble-minded 
niece !—charming creature!—[Thofe were her kind 
words] kneel not to me !— Keep to yourfelf what I 
now fay to you: I admire you more than I can ex- 
prefs— And if you can forbear claiming your eftate, 
and can refolve to avoid Lovelace, you will continue 
to be the greateft miracle I ever knew at your years.— 
But I muft haften down after your fifter.—Thefe are 
my laft words to you: Canform to your father’s will, 
if you poffibly can. How meritorious will it be in 
you todo fo! Pray to God to enable you to con- 
form. You don’t know what may be done. 

Only, my dear aunt, one. word, one word more 
{for fhe was going)— Speak up all-you can for my 
dear Mrs. Norten. She is. but: Jow in the world : 
Should ill health overtake her, fhe.may not know 
- how ta: live without. my mamma’s favour. I fhall 
have no means to help her ; for I will want neceflaries 


before. I will aflert: my right: And I do affuré yah 


o 
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dhe has {aid fo many things to me int behalf of my re- 
figning to my father’s will, that her arguments have | 


mot a little contributed to make me refolve to avoid 


the extremities, which neverthelefs 1 pray te God they 
do not at laft force me upon. And yet they deprive 
me of -her advice, .and think unjuftly of one of the 
moft excellent of women. - ~ oo 
_ Tam glad to hear you fay This: And take This, 
and This, and This, my charming niece (for fo fhe 
call’d me‘at every word almoft) ; kiffing me earneftly, 
and .clafping her arms: about-my -neck: And God 
protect you, and dire&t you! But you muff fubmit: 
Indeed you muft. Some ose day'in a month from This, 
is all the choice that is left you. — hes 

And this, I fuppofe, was the doom my fifter call’d 
for; yet not worfe than what had been pronounced 
upon me before. - 3 } 7 

She repeated thefe laft fentences louder than the 
former. .And remember, Mifs, added fhe, it is your 
duty to comply — And down fhe went, leaving me 
‘with my heart full, and my eyes runing over. | 

The very repetition of this, fills me with almof 
equal concern, to that which I felt at the time. I can 


. ‘write ho nrore; miftinefles of all the colours in the 


rainbow twinkling upon my deluged eye. 


Le 3 Wednefday, Five Clock. 

IT Witt add a few lines— My aunt, as fhe went 
down from me, was met ut the foot of the ftairs by my 
fifter, who feemed to think fhe had ftay’d a good while 
after her: And hearing her laft words prefcribing to me 


implicit duty, praifed her for it, and exclaim’d againft 
-my obftinacy, with, Did you ever hear of fuch per- 


werfonefs, Madam? Could.-you have thought, that 
your Clariffa, and every body’s Clariffa, was fuch a 
girl ?—-And who, as you faid, is to fubmit, her father 

wr fhe? = ae =~ 
My aunt faid.fomething in anfwer to her, com- 
pafhonating — 
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paffionating me, as I thought, by her accent: But I 
heard not the words. 


Such a ftrange perfeverance in a meafure fo unrea- 
fonable!—But my brother and fifter are continually 
mifreprefenting all I fay and do; and I am deprived of 
the opportunity ‘of defending myfelf!—My fifter fays 
(a), that had they thought me fuch a:champione’s, 
they would not have engaged with me: And now, not 
knowing how to reconcile my fuppofed obftinacy with 
my general character, and natural temper, they feem 
to hope to tire me out, and refolve to vary their mea- 
fures accordingly. My brother, you fee, (), is de- 
termin’d to carry this point, or to abandon Harlowe- 
place, and never to fee it more :— So they are to lofe 
a fon, or to conquer a daughter—the perverfeft and 
_ moft ingrateful that ever parents had !— This is the 
light he places things in: And has undertaken, it 
feems, to fubdue me, if his advice be followed. It 
will be further try’d, that Iam convinced of; and 
what will be.their next meafure, who can divine? 

J thall difpatch, with this, my anfwer to yours of 
Sunday laft; begun on Monday (c); but which is not 
yet quite finifh’d. It is too long to copy: I have not 
time for it. In it I have been very free with you, my 
dear, in more places than one. I cannot-fay, that I 
am pleas’d with all 1 have written :— Yet will not now 
alter it—My mind is not at eafe enough for the fub- 
je@.—Don’t be angry with me. Yet, if you can ex- 
cufe one or two pailages, it will be, becaufe they were 


written by . 
Your CuarRissA HARLOWE. 


(a) Seep. 287. (b) In bis Lett. p.297. (¢) See Lett. xl, 
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